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Final Judgment

Final (or eternal) judgment is the sixth and last doctrine of 
the six foundation doctrines mentioned in Hebrews 6:1–2: 

1. Repentance from dead works
2. Faith toward God
3. The doctrine of baptisms
4. Laying on of hands
5. Resurrection of the dead
6. Eternal judgment 

This	 booklet	 is	 the	final	 study	 in	 these	 doctrines.	 In	 our	
study previous to this one, Resurrection of the Body, we began to 
move out of the realm of time and on into eternity. Eternity does 
not merely consist of a very long period of time. It is a totally 
different realm of being, scarcely within the grasp of our human 
understanding.

There are two main ways in which God brings judgment 
on	people.	The	first	 is	His	 judgments	 in	history;	 the	 second	 is	
His eternal judgments, which is the subject of this book. Eternal 
judgments are those judgments which confront us as we step out 
of time into eternity.

Distinguishing between the two types of judgments is 
necessary;	otherwise	we	might	be	confused	by	what	seem	to	be	
conflicting	statements	in	the	Scripture.	To	clarify	the	differences,	
we will begin by considering God’s judgments in history.
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Judgments in History
The	 first	 judgment	 of	God	 in	 history	 involves	 bringing	

blessing or punishment on succeeding generations according to 
the way the former generation has responded to God. In Exodus 
20 we have a very clear example of God’s historical judgments.  
In this portion of the Ten Commandments God says:

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any 
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that 
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth; you shall not bow down to them nor serve 
[worship] them. For I, the Lord your God, am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children to the third and fourth generations of 
those who hate Me, but showing mercy to thousands, to 
those who love Me and keep My commandments.”  
 Exodus 20:4–6

The sin of idolatry, which is the greatest of all sins, carries 
with it a judgment that extends to the succeeding three or four 
generations. These are judgments in history for which there are 
countless examples in the history of Israel and of other nations 
that have been involved in idolatry. 

Jeremiah also deals with this question of God’s judgment 
in history. In a prayer that he prayed to the Lord, Jeremiah said:

“You show lovingkindness to thousands, and repay the 
iniquity of the fathers into the bosom of their children 
after them—the Great, the Mighty God, whose name is 
the Lord of hosts.” Jeremiah 32:18

Jeremiah says that God repays the iniquity of the fathers into 
the succeeding generations. This also is a judgment in history or 
in time.

This same generational principle also applies to God’s 
blessing on the righteous. In Psalm 103, David says:

But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 
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on those who fear Him, and His righteousness to children’s 
children, to such as keep His covenant, and to those who 
remember His commandments to do them.
 Psalm 103:17–18

There is a promise of God’s blessing and righteousness 
to “children’s children”—to succeeding generations. Stop to 
consider the fact that the way we conduct ourselves and relate 
to God not only affects us, but it may also affect successive 
generations.	This	very	significant	and	important	principle	needs	
to be kept in mind. We can, in some way, be answerable for either 
the blessing or the suffering of succeeding generations.

The principle is an obvious fact of ex  perience. For example, 
a child born to alcoholic parents starts, as they say, with two 
strikes against him. It is not the child’s fault, but the judgment 
of God on those parents will naturally filter down through 
succeeding generations. It is, of course, the mercy of God that 
this generational judgment can be nullified when an in dividual 
comes to the Lord, because he has become part of a new family 
with a new Father.

Eternal Judgment
There is another kind of judgment of God that the writer of 

Hebrews calls “eternal judgment.” This type of judgment affects 
our destiny in eternity. The principles of eternal judgment are 
completely different, and these are stated by God to Ezekiel:

The word of the Lord came to me again, saying, “What 
do you mean when you use this proverb concerning the 
land of Israel, saying: ‘The fathers have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’?”  
  Ezekiel 18:1–2

Ezekiel says the children are suffering for the sins of the 
fathers.

“As I live,” says the Lord God, “you shall no longer use 
this proverb in Israel. Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul 


