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1 

We Were All Baptized in  

One Spirit 

 

 

The baptism in the Holy Spirit is a topic everyone is talking about. I have 

traveled and preached quite widely in three different continents, and everywhere I 

go, I find the baptism is the topic of interest, discussion, and also, perhaps, 

controversy among Christians around the world. 

Sometimes, Christians have the impression that spiritual things are largely a 

matter of emotion. Therefore, they believe they will not have much need for their 

intelligence. This is a complete mistake. 

Instead, we need to give very careful attention to the teaching of God’s Word. 

The information you read here will be of little help to you unless you receive it with 

your understanding as well as your emotions. 

The Unity of the Body 

The first Scripture I want to look at is in 1 Corinthians: 

 

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body; whether 

Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free; and have all been made to 

drink into one Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:13) 

 

This verse needs a certain amount of clarification. Trouble has been created for 

many people regarding it, due to the whims of translators. One prominent feature of 

the verse is repeated three times. This is the short but important word one. 

We cannot properly appreciate this verse unless we realize that the apostle Paul’s 

main emphasis was not on a doctrine but on the unity of the body of Christ. Those of 

us who have had the blessing of being baptized in the Spirit have benefited 
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individually through this experience. We need to keep in mind, however, that God’s 

supreme purpose for bestowing it is the unity of the body. Many times we have not 

been centered in God’s line of teaching and revelation because we have strayed from 

this foundational principle concerning the baptism in the Holy Spirit. 

It so happens that I used to be a teacher of Greek at Cambridge University, and I 

have studied it since I was ten years old. So, in this respect, I dare to say that I know 

what I’m talking about. I do not doubt that some readers are also familiar with Greek 

and can turn to any literal translation or commentary to check on the truth of the 

translation modification I am about to make. I am not asking you to accept the minor 

modification because of my educational background. Rather, I am asking that you 

check into it for yourself. 

I would say that 1 Corinthians 12:13 could be more accurately translated in this 

way: “For in one Spirit were we all baptized into one body,…and we were all given 

to drink of one Spirit.” First, the preposition in the original Greek means “in” and not 

“by.” That so many interpretations of this verse have been based on the word “by” is 

a minor tragedy. 

With regard to the Greek verb baptizo, which means “to baptize,” there are 

only two prepositions that ever follow it in the Greek New Testament. One is en, 

which means “in,” and the other is eis, which means “into.” No other prepositions 

ever follow it anywhere in the New Testament. 

“In one Spirit,” the verse says, “were we all baptized.” The verb baptized is in the 

past tense, not the perfect tense, and denotes a single event that took place at a certain 

moment in our past experience. It is not “we have been baptized,” but “we were 

baptized.” 

The Meaning of “Baptized Into” 

In order for us to fully appreciate the meaning of this verse, we need to consider 

certain parallel passages in the New Testament, particularly with regard to the use of 

the words “baptized into,” which is a rather strange phrase. You have probably met 

people who say, on the strength of this verse, that unless you have been baptized in 

the Holy Spirit, you are not a member of the body of Christ. I think this is a terrible 



 8 

thing to say. I respect the sincerity of those who say it, but I think it is a tremendous 

and basic error. 

Therefore, before I go further, I want to try to clarify the meaning of 1 

Corinthians 12:13 by reference to four other places in the New Testament where the 

phrase “baptize into” is used. After you look at the passages, I believe you will agree 

with me that in every case in which “baptize into” is used, the person baptized was 

already “in” what he was “baptized into.” 

Baptized into Repentance 

The first place where it is used is in Matthew 3:11: “I indeed baptize you with 

water unto repentance.” This is literally “into repentance.” Does that mean the 

people whom John baptized had not previously repented or were not in a condition of 

repentance? Obviously not. This is clear if you look at two preceding verses: 

 

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to 

his baptism, he said to them, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to 

flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bear fruits worthy of 

repentance.” (Matthew 3:7–8) 

 

In other words, John the Baptist was saying, “Demonstrate by your lives that you 

have repented, and then I’ll consider baptizing you.” 

It is perfectly clear that John baptized people whom he believed had already 

repented. His baptism of them was outward evidence of his acknowledgment that 

they had repented; and if he had believed they had not repented, he would not have 

baptized them. 

Baptized into the Remission of Sins 

Next, this was Peter’s answer to the question of the convicted multitude after the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost: 

 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to 
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Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we 

do?” Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and 

you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:37–38) 

 

“Be baptized…for the remission of sins” in the Greek is literally “be 

baptized…into the remission of sins.” Does this mean their sins were not remitted 

before they were baptized? No, that would be contrary to the whole tenor of New 

Testament doctrine. 

Their sins were remitted when they repented and put their faith in Jesus Christ. 

They were then baptized as the outward testimony that the apostles acknowledged 

they had met the conditions. Once again, they were already in the condition into 

which they were baptized. 

Baptized into Christ 

Third, look at the following in Galatians: 

 

Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we 

might be justified by faith. But after faith has come, we are no longer 

under a tutor. For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 

Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 

Christ. (Galatians 3:24–27) 

 

Notice again, the order is clear and decisive. In verse 26, we see that there is only 

one condition required to make a person a child of God—saving faith in Jesus Christ. 

Anything that teaches otherwise is a false doctrine. In John 6:47, Jesus said, “Most 

assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life.” This is more 

accurately translated as, “He who believes into Me has everlasting life.” That is the 

doctrine for which Luther stood—justification by faith alone. Nothing but an active 

faith in Jesus Christ is required for a person to become a child of God. 

Then Paul went on to say, “For as many of you as were baptized into 
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Christ have put on Christ” (Galatians 3:27). Notice, they were already in 
Christ; then they were baptized into Christ as the acknowledgment that 
they were in Christ. 

Baptized into Christ’s Death 

Last, we read the following in the sixth chapter of Romans: 

 

How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? Or do you not 

know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through 

baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

 (Romans 6:2–4) 

 

In this passage, we find the phrase “baptized into” used in reference to being 

baptized into the death of Jesus Christ. In this sense, Paul also spoke of baptism as a 

burial when he said, “We were buried with Him through baptism into death.” 

It should be perfectly clear that we do not bury a person in order to make him 

dead. That would be a horrible thought! In fact, our burying a person constitutes our 

acknowledgment that the person is already dead. Thus, baptism into the death of 

Christ does not in itself produce the condition of being dead to sin in the person 

baptized; rather, it is the open acknowledgment that the condition has already been 

produced in that person through faith in the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Thus, we have seen the same lesson four times. In each of the cases we have 

considered, we have found that to baptize a person into any condition is to 

acknowledge publicly that the person is already in that condition. In all four cases, 

the context makes this absolutely plain. 

The Baptism Acknowledges Membership and Promotes 

Unity in the Body 

Reading again from Paul’s first letter to the church at Corinth, we find, 



 11

 

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body; whether 

Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free; and have all been made to 

drink into one Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:13) 

 

We can now see the meaning of this passage in its true light. We were already in 

the body. The baptism in the Holy Spirit acknowledges and makes even more public 

our membership in the body. It also makes more effective our ministry within the 

body. With the Holy Spirit baptism, we are all “baptized into” the oneness of the 

body. That is the purpose of the baptism in the Spirit. We were already in the body 

just as the people whom John baptized were already in repentance, just as the people 

baptized on the day of Pentecost were already in remission of sins, just as the people 

referred to in Galatians were already in Christ, and just as the people referred to in 

Romans were already dead to sin before they were buried by baptism into Christ’s 

death. 

Thus, we are already in the body of Christ. However, the baptism in the Holy 

Spirit is a supernatural seal that is given to each individual member by which Jesus 

Christ acknowledges the member as a part of His body. 

Christ alone can confer this supernatural seal. Many different men baptized in 

water, but John said, “This is the one who baptizes in the Holy Spirit” (John 1:33 

NASB). There is no one else in all Scripture to whom that privilege is given but Jesus 

Christ, who thus acknowledges the membership of His body and sets the apostolic 

seal upon the believers who receive it. 

Remember always that the ultimate purpose of the Holy Spirit baptism is the 

unity of Christ’s body. It accomplishes this by making individual members of the 

body effective agents in bringing about unity—not division—in the body. 

 




