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Introduction 

 

 

Derek Prince was a prayer warrior. 

Certainly, he possessed other gifts and attributes. Best of all, Derek was a prolific Bible 

teacher, with more than 600 recorded messages, almost 60 books in print, and more than 100 

video recordings of his teachings. He was a Bible teacher of tremendous depth. 

Derek was also the loving husband (over a 53-year span) to two wives, both of whom 

preceded him to glory. His first marriage took place for him through remarkable direction from 

the Lord. He married his first wife, Lydia, in 1945, and immediately became father to her eight 

adopted daughters. (Their ninth adopted daughter, Jesika, was added to the family while Derek 

and Lydia were in ministry in Kenya.) The irony of this “immediate family” was that Derek had 

been raised as an only child in a somewhat privileged British culture, and he was a thirty-year-

old bachelor at the time. His marriage to Ruth took place in 1978, three years after Lydia passed 

away—and came about through equally remarkable guidance from the Lord. 

Derek was also a philosopher and brilliant scholar, with academic accolades that could fill a 

page. Another unique experience for him was his service in a medical unit in the deserts of North 

Africa in World War II—right after the time in which the Lord apprehended him. Derek spoke 

many languages fluently. He read his New Testament in the original Greek, and was a Hebrew 

scholar as well. His knowledge and brilliance spanned a wide spectrum. In many ways, he was a 

true Renaissance man—although he probably would not have considered that a compliment. 

A long list could be compiled of the unique events and achievements of Derek’s life and 

ministry, as well as an equally long list of descriptors for him—such as teacher, author, husband, 

father, spiritual leader and pioneer in many godly activities. Again, Derek would not be pleased 

for that list to be attributed to him, because he did not consider his life to be about him. It was 

about Him. Derek would not have been comfortable with such a listing. Nevertheless, of all the 

descriptors, one would have to be near the top of any list: 

Derek Prince was a prayer warrior. 

A pastor told of a lunch he and his wife enjoyed with Derek and Lydia back in the early 



1970s. In a very natural way throughout their lunch and conversation, Lydia would occasionally 

touch Derek’s arm and say, “I think we need to pray for Jim and Janice.” And they would stop 

and pray for a few moments. And then a little while later, “I think we need to pray for Frank and 

Betty.” Each time, Derek would stop, join hands with Lydia, pray a simple, direct prayer and 

then return to the conversation and fellowship. According to that pastor, it was one of the most 

unusual lunch appointments he and his wife ever experienced—but not in an unpleasant way. 

Prayer was natural and frequent for Derek and Lydia, and later for Derek and Ruth. 

Derek Prince was a prayer warrior. 

Defining Terms 

The statement begs the question: What exactly is a prayer warrior? The best way to answer 

that question in a definitive way is to read this book. 

The complicating factor as we begin the process of answering this question comes from the 

current state of prayer in the Church. Prayer warrior is a familiar phrase within Christian circles, 

thrown about in a cavalier way. It is used to describe someone gutsy enough to storm the gates of 

heaven with petitions and spiritual declarations. As you will see when you read this book, Derek 

did not hold a cavalier view of what it is to be a “prayer warrior.” (A good example of such a 

cavalier approach might be the statement of a song leader at a meeting some years ago, who said, 

in a moment of exuberance, “I feel so excited tonight! I feel as though I could charge hell with a 

bucket of water.”) Derek, who in addition to other traits had a wonderful sense of humor, would 

have laughed with the rest of us at that exclamation. But when it came to the topic of prayer, he 

was anything but cavalier. 

An Astounding Statement 

We are belaboring this “cavalier approach” to being a prayer warrior because of something 

Derek says right at the start of this book. In fact, it may be disturbing to you. 

In the opening paragraph of chapter 1, Derek’s first shot out of the barrel is a statement that 

sounds alarmingly flippant and egotistical—even smug. In fact, at first reading it (or hearing it 

. . . Derek stated it routinely when he taught on prayer), one might react against it. Here is his 

astonishing statement: “For my part, I love to pray—and what is more, I get what I pray for.” 

At first glance, that statement sounds patently cavalier. “I get what I pray for.” Derek plunges 



in even deeper with his next promise: “That is just what I am going to teach you—how to pray 

and get what you pray for.” All of it may sound dangerously close to the mindset in some 

Christian circles where we find the “pump in the coins and out pops the candy bar” prayer 

mentality. The unpleasant picture that comes to mind is the spoiled child begging, cajoling and 

even throwing a tantrum until God gives in and grants the request. As some have insultingly said, 

“The Great Bellhop in the sky.” 

Unfortunately, those kinds of attitudes and approaches are far too common among Christians 

today. That is why this book will be so very helpful. In the chapters you are about to read, Derek 

does not teach us how to have our greedy, selfish prayers answered. He teaches us how to align 

ourselves with the Lord in attitude and practice in such a way that we pray effectively—and 

thereby get, not simply what we want, but what God ultimately wants. 

Aligning Ourselves with the Lord 

This concept is well expressed in Psalm 37:4: “Delight yourself also in the LORD, and He 

shall give you the desires of your heart.” Some in the Christian faith might consider that an open 

invitation to selfish prayers. Indeed, many have misinterpreted that to mean that God will give us 

whatever we want—any little desire that comes into our hearts or minds. But friend of Derek 

Prince Ministries made an observation that would line up entirely with what Derek teaches in 

this book. His conclusion was as follows: “By delighting ourselves in the Lord, we align 

ourselves so closely with His heart and desires that what we end up praying for is precisely what 

His intention is for us. No more, no less.” That is a long way from the spoiled child picture 

described earlier. 

Derek makes it very clear throughout this book that there are conditions to be met, habits to 

be established and proven keys to success in prayer. When we meet those conditions, we see 

effectiveness in prayer. The kind of effectiveness Derek saw during his lifetime. Because . . . 

Derek Prince was a prayer warrior. 

The secrets to his life of prayer are no longer secrets. Derek shares them openly and 

comprehensively in this book. Actually, like most “secrets” of the Christian faith, they were right 

out in the open all along—brilliantly self-evident in the Word of God. But in his gifted, 

inimitable way, Derek draws them out for us and makes them plain. Because . . . 

Derek Prince was a prayer warrior. 



And through applying the truths in this book, we trust you will become a prayer warrior, too. 

The International Publishing Team 

of Derek Prince Ministries 
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A Kingdom of Priests 

[Jesus] has made us a Kingdom of priests for God his Father. 

Revelation 1:6, NLT 

In this book I will be dealing with one of my favorite topics, the topic of prayer. For some 

people, I suppose, prayer seems like an irksome religious duty. For my part, I love to pray—and 

what is more, I get what I pray for. That is just what I am going to teach you—how to pray and 

get what you pray for. 

As we come to God in prayer, we need to begin with the understanding that He wants us to 

do so. Most of us probably need to change our negative and unattractive images of God. I know I 

did. These pictures often stand between God and us and hinder our prayers. 

I remember thinking as a boy growing up at school—and I spent many long and rather weary 

years in British boarding schools—that God was somewhat like a schoolmaster. I really was not 

too fond of schoolmasters, but that is how I envisaged Him—sitting at His desk, in His study at 

the end of a long corridor. If you ever had to go and see this Schoolmaster, you would kind of 

tiptoe down the corridor. The floorboards would creak as you stepped on them, giving warning 

that you were on the way. Then as you knocked at the door, the rather grumpy voice would tell 

you to come in and probably begin by scolding you for something you had done or had not done. 

In order for me to be able to pray effectively, that picture I had of God had to change. I have 

found that there is a similar picture of God in the minds of many—of somebody who is a rather 

long way off and does not want to be bothered and is probably going to scold us, and, well, the 

best thing we can do is stay away from Him if possible. 

Now that is not at all the truth about God. When we come to Him, He does not scold us; He 

welcomes us. If anything He says, “Why have you waited so long?” 



What a Welcome! 

The Bible gives a beautiful picture of how God welcomes us when we come to Him. It is 

Jesus’ well-known story of the Prodigal Son who had strayed away from home, wasted all his 

living, gotten himself into real deep trouble and ended up absolutely down-and-out. When this 

young man came to the end of all his resources, his thought was, I’d better go back home. 

Perhaps my father will receive me. I couldn’t ask him to take me back as a son, but I could ask 

him to take me as one of his hired hands. Now I want you to notice how his father received him. 

[The son] got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father 

saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around 

him and kissed him. Luke 15:20, NIV 

See what a welcome this young man got as soon as he was willing to turn around and go 

back home? He never had a chance to say “Make me as one of your hired servants,” because his 

father was kissing him and welcoming him back as a child. 

That is a beautiful picture of how God receives us. He does not scold us; He does not blame 

us; He is not stern and distant. He is loving and warm and gracious. James 1:5 tells us that God 

“gives generously to all without finding fault” (NIV). Keep that in mind as you think about 

praying. God gives generously. He does not find fault. When we get that picture of God into our 

thinking, it altogether changes the way we pray. 

Jesus came to represent the Father to humanity, and the teaching of Jesus on prayer was as 

totally positive as any area of His teaching. This is what He said in the Sermon on the Mount: 

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 

opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who 

knocks, the door will be opened. Matthew 7:7–8, NIV 

Notice those three positive statements. Everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; to 

him who knocks the door will be opened. In Matthew 21:22, Jesus said: “All things you ask in 

prayer, believing, you will receive” (NASB). Again in Mark 11:24, Jesus said: “Therefore I tell 

you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours” (NIV). 

What could be more all-embracing than those words? Everything. Whatever. 



In His closing discourse to His disciples in John’s gospel, Jesus again assured us—three 

times—that God will answer our prayers. Listen to these words: 

Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the 

Son. If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it. John 14:13–14, NASB 

If you ask anything I will do it. How comprehensive! 

If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 

done for you. John 15:7, NASB 

Ask whatever you wish. How could He say more than that? 

Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will receive, so that your 

joy may be made full. John 16:24, NASB 

Ask, and you will receive. There is a special kind of joy that comes from getting our prayers 

answered. Jesus wants us to have that joy, so He says, “Ask.” 

To know that Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth, the Ruler of the whole universe 

has His ear open to our personal, individual prayer, that He will do what we ask Him to do, 

individually, is one of the most exciting experiences anybody can ever have. 

That is what Jesus taught not only by word but also by example, and His example continues 

for us today. Let’s see how we can follow Jesus into this realm of prayer. 

Jesus’ Ongoing Life of Prayer 

Isaiah 53 gives that well-known and glorious description of Jesus’ atoning work. The closing 

verse reads like this: 

Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with 

the strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the 

transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.  

Isaiah 53:12

You will notice that four acts of Jesus are recorded here. 




