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Resurrection 
of the Body

This is the ninth in a series of booklets exploring the great 
foundational doctrines of the Christian faith found in 
Hebrews 6. In our previous studies we dealt with the first 

four:

• Repentance from Dead Works
• Faith toward God
• The Doctrine of Baptisms
• Laying On of Hands

In the previous booklet in this series, we began our study 
of the final two doctrines by considering the topic “At the End 
of Time.” In that study we looked at the events leading up to the 
end of history and the establishment of God’s permanent reign 
upon the earth.

Each of us, however, has a personal “end of time” that we 
will encounter beyond our life in this present time. For each of 
us, there remain two final experiences as we enter eternity. These 
experiences are the subjects of the final two doctrines of Hebrews 
6 and the final booklets in this series: resurrection of the body and 
eternal judgment.

Beginning with this foundational doctrine, resurrection of 
the dead (or Resurrection of the Body as I have titled it), we move 
out of the realm of time and on into eternity. Please keep in mind 
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that eternity does not merely consist of a very long period of time 
but a totally different realm of being, scarcely within the grasp of 
our human understanding.

First, we need to understand the meaning of the word 
resurrection. The Greek word, anastasis, means “to stand up out 
of.” Therefore, resurrection is standing up out of death and out 
of the grave.

To understand what is involved in this “standing up,” we 
begin in 1 Thessalonians 5:23–24, which refers particularly to our 
being ready for the coming of Jesus:

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body 
be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.
  1 Thessalonians 5:23–24

In this Scripture, we see that man consists of three elements: 
spirit, soul, and body. The physical body will die and be resurrected. 
But the spirit and the soul never need to be resurrected, because 
they never pass into death. Therefore, when we speak about the 
resurrection, we are speaking only of the resurrection of the body.

To understand this, we will look at what the Bible shows us 
about what happens to us at death. What follows death is a matter 
of universal interest. It does not really matter what nationality or 
culture one belongs to; it seems everybody is interested in knowing 
what happens after they die.

What Happens after Death

In Luke 16, Jesus gives us His picture of what happens after 
death. I want to point out that this portion of Scripture is never 
called a parable. A parable is a fictional literary device used to 
present a truth or lesson. Jesus, however, tells this story, not as a 
parable, but as an event which actually happened.
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There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple 
and fine linen and fared sumptuously [lived luxuriously] 
every day. But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, 
full of sores, who was laid at his gate, desiring to be fed 
with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. 
Moreover, the dogs came and licked his sores. So it was 
that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to 
Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 
And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and 
saw Abraham afar off and Lazarus in his bosom. Then he 
cried and said, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.” 
But Abraham said, “Son, remember that in your lifetime 
you received your good things, and likewise, Lazarus evil 
things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 
And besides all this, between us and you there is a great 
gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to 
you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.” Then 
he said, “I beg you therefore, father [Abraham], that 
you would send him to my father’s house, for I have five 
brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come 
to this place of torment.” Abraham said to him, “They 
have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.” And 
he said, “No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them 
from the dead, they will repent.” But he said to him, “If 
they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.”  
  Luke 16:19–31

How true Abraham’s statement proved in experience! Even 
when Jesus rose from the dead, those who did not believe Moses 
and the prophets did not recognize what had happened. Sometimes 
we expect some tremendous supernatural visitation and think, “If 
that happens, I’ll be convinced.” But God says, “You have My 
Word—that is all you need. If you believe it and obey it, it will 
take you through.” That is a very solemn thought.


