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Introduction

In the years leading up to Derek Prince’s passing at the age of 
88, it seems that this amazing Bible teacher became more and 
more tender- hearted. Not that he ever lacked compassion. His 
kindness was evident throughout his life. But if you listen to 
messages recorded in Derek’s later years, you will hear distinct 
moments when his voice cracks more readily and he chokes up 
with emotion – especially when he was sharing about God’s 
goodness and faithfulness.

It seemed that as Derek got closer to the time when he would 
meet the Lord face to face, he was being tenderized by God. And 
the topics he shared on in later life showed it. His emphasis on 
caring for people – especially widows, the poor and orphans – 
reflected this softening process. But probably one of the most 
striking evidences of his increasingly compassionate heart was 
his teaching on how precious each person is in the sight of God 
our Father.

Do You Realize How Valuable You Are?
Although Derek remained rock solid as always in his devotion 
to the Word and his insistence upon its truth and application in 
every area of life, a gentle, soft element appeared more and more 
in his teachings – those tender moments when he would focus 
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on our value to God. One of the clearest examples was Derek’s 
signature message, “Do You Realize How Valuable You Are?”

Much of that material makes up the backbone of this book, 
You Matter to God. We are so grateful that You Matter to God will 
be placing those life- changing truths in your hands. Hopefully, 
you will be joining the company of countless people who testify 
that their lives have been forever helped by this affirming word 
from Derek.

We don’t know all the reasons for this emphasis by Derek on 
our value to the Lord. Possibly with his decadeslong involvement 
in the ministry of deliverance and spiritual warfare, he saw the 
horrific damage wrought in people’s lives by our mortal enemy, 
the “accuser of the brethren.”

Those ravages of rejection and self- deprecation prompted 
Derek to speak greater words of biblical encouragement – in 
fact to help people declare scriptural truths to counteract Satan’s 
malignant work of accusation. It was almost as if Derek was mad 
at hell – and he wasn’t going to take it anymore. Nor did he 
intend to allow anyone in his worldwide audience to sit still for 
this kind of brutalization at the hands of the devil.

That’s a good thought to keep in mind as you read this book. 
For it is not only an affirmation of our value to the Father – that 
you are in fact so valuable to Him that He sent Jesus, His dear Son, 
to redeem you. It is also a call to battle. It is Derek calling for you to 
rise up and say to the one who is continuously planting accusing 
thoughts and self- doubt, “The Lord rebuke you!” (see Jude 3:9).

How Do the Books Keep Coming?
Now to address any questions that arise from the phenomenon 
of yet another book from Derek Prince, years after he has passed 
from this earth. People ask us regularly, “How are you able to 
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release a new book even though Derek is no longer with us?” 
That is certainly a fair question, and the answer is an encour-
agement in itself.

While he was on earth, Derek was a prolific Bible teacher. 
In fact, if you were having a conversation with Derek, he would 
inevitably begin to share some new insight he was seeing in the 
Word of God. Most of Derek’s teaching occasions were either 
recorded or captured in some form. His archives are full to 
overflowing. In addition, offices and workers of Derek Prince 
Ministries around the world continue to come upon previously 
undiscovered teaching material by Derek. One of the DPM 
offices recently explored a cache of reel- to- reel tapes by Derek 
and found that these tapes contained teaching sessions not 
previously known about.

In addition, much of Derek’s teaching material that we are 
already aware of needs to be in printed form. The bottom line 
is that you can expect to see more books by Derek Prince being 
released for many years to come.

We would not even venture to release this material if it 
weren’t for at least three significant reasons. First is a strong 
conviction that in these challenging days, the Church desper-
ately needs the kind of substantive teaching Derek offered. That 
concern for Biblical depth, in fact, was one of the main reasons 
he taught as he did.

Second, Derek’s teaching seems to have a timeless quality to 
it. Because he focused so determinedly on teaching the Word 
of God with very little embellishment, Derek’s teaching carries 
an eternal quality that seems to transcend contemporary cir-
cumstances and issues. Some of Derek’s teaching from thirty 
years ago applies today in a more timely way than when he first 
delivered it.
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Third, and possibly most important, the Holy Spirit uses the 
teaching to make an impact on our lives today. Simply stated, 
it carries “the anointing of the Holy Spirit.” Repeatedly we 
hear from readers that the Lord has used words Derek spoke 
five, ten or twenty years ago to bring conviction in the pres-
ent – prompting life- changing direction, course correction, and 
consequent change. Frankly, as long as Derek’s material in any 
form prompts that kind of Spirit- led response in peoples’ lives, 
we will continue to make sure it gets into the hands of people 
all over the world.

And now, you hold this type of powerful teaching by Derek 
Prince in your hands. Our prayer for you is that as you read, you 
will experience all three of the phenomena we mentioned above. 
As you explore this tender, loving work originated by Derek 
Prince, may the truths you read here help you to know deep in 
your heart how precious you are to the One who created you. 
And may these truths also stir a deep conviction in you to stand 
boldly in the face of the enemy who continually accuses you, and 
to oppose him with a deep conviction born out of one simple 
truth: you know that You Matter to God.

– The International Publishing Team 
of Derek Prince Ministries
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1

Do You Realize How 
Valuable You Are?

We have known and believed the love that God has for 
us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, 
and God in him.

1 John 4:16

We open this book with a question: do you realize how valuable 
you are?

I suspect that most of us do not. I would say, in fact, that one 
of the prevailing weaknesses of Christians is a poor sense of self- 
esteem. Have you noticed this? Some people never look you fully 
in the face when you talk to them. They keep their heads bowed 
and their eyes never make contact. Others show poor self- esteem 
in the way they dress. We know that clothing gives a message 
that is either positive or negative. It is never neutral. When I see 
a young girl in baggy, loose clothing that leaves no way to know 
what her form is, I say to myself, That is a case of poor self- esteem. 
There are many other ways that poor self- esteem reveals itself. I 
believe it is a common religious problem.

Sometimes we misinterpret this lack of pride as humility, but 
if you have a poor sense of self- worth, you cannot be humble 

1



since you have nothing to be humble about. When you know 
your own value, then you can walk that narrow road between 
pride and false humility.

As we examine throughout this book the theme of our value – 
“What is my importance to God?” – we will find that we are 
simultaneously discovering the answer to the question of our 
identity – “Who am I?” God wants us to know who we are. He 
wants us to know how much we matter to Him.

Our exploration begins with God’s original purpose in 
creating mankind as it is recorded in the opening chapters of 
Genesis. We will discover as we look into God’s Word together 
throughout this book that His future plans for us only get more 
and more exciting.

But first, let’s look at what Scripture says about how and why 
God created us the way He did.

The Danger of Pride
I want to remind you of the fact that the creation of Adam and 
Eve was somewhat down the program in God’s creative works. 
God had already designed a glorious host of angelic beings – ser-
aphim and cherubim and archangels and angels and many other 
wondrous entities. One of these was one of the chief archangels 
whose name originally was Lucifer; it was changed to Satan after 
his rebellion. Lucifer means “the bright, the brilliant, the shining 
one.” Satan means “the adversary, the enemy.” And the reason 
Lucifer fell was pride.

The most dangerous sin by far that ever threatens us is pride. 
It is a disastrous sin, and we are all vulnerable to it in one way 
or another. It does not take much in the way of success for any 
of us to be easily taken over by pride. In fact, I have seen many 

2

You Matter to God


