
The 

Three  
MosT Powerful 

words
discovering The  

freedoM of releasing  
The ones who hurT us

d e r e k   P r i n c e



Contents

1. The Blessedness of Forgiveness .....................7

2. The Basis of Forgiveness .............................15

3. Reconciliation in Two Directions .................23

4. The Unforgiving Servant ..............................31

5. How to Forgive Others .................................39

 About the Author ..........................................47

 Books by Derek Prince .................................49

 Derek Prince Ministries Offices Worldwide 51



1

The Blessedness 
of Forgiveness

Forgiveness is one of the most beautiful words 
in any language.
What makes this such a special and beautiful 

word? Well, consider some of the consequences 
that flow from forgiveness: reconciliation, peace, 
harmony, understanding, fellowship. How badly 
our world today stands in need of these things!

In contrast, consider some of the consequences 
that flow from our failure to forgive and to be 
forgiven: bitterness, strife, disharmony, hatred, and 
war. At times it seems as though the entire human 
race is in danger of being overwhelmed by these 
evil, negative forces. If we are ever to rise above 
these conditions, it will only be as we learn and 
apply the principles of forgiveness.

There are two directions of forgiveness 
represented in the Bible. These two directions are 
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well portrayed by that great symbol of our Christian 
faith, the cross. The cross has two beams—one 
vertical and one horizontal. These two beams 
represent the two directions of forgiveness.

The vertical beam represents the forgiveness 
that we all need to receive from God and that can 
only be received through our identification with 
the sacrifice and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The 
horizontal beam represents our relationships with 
our fellow men, and it speaks of the forgiveness 
that in this case is two way: the forgiveness we 
need to receive from others and the forgiveness 
we need to give to others. Once again, the only 
place where we can receive the grace for that kind 
of forgiveness is the cross.

The Vertical
Let’s begin with the type of forgiveness that 

we need and can receive from God Himself—the 
vertical aspect. There is such a blessedness in being 
forgiven by God. This is articulated perhaps most 
beautifully in Psalm 32, in which David says:

Blessed is he whose transgressions are 
forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed 
is the man whose sin the Lord does not 
count against him and in whose spirit is 
no deceit.  Psalm 32:1–2
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In Hebrew this psalm begins with a plural 
word: blessednesses. “Oh, the blessednesses of 
the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose 
sins are covered.” The implication is that there are 
innumerable blessings attached to having our sins 
forgiven by God.

It is important to see that the Bible does not talk 
about a man who does not need forgiveness. The 
Bible clearly indicates that all of us need forgiveness 
from God. There are no exceptions. In another 
psalm, the psalmist says there is no man that does 
not sin. We have all sinned. Therefore we all need 
forgiveness. It is not a question of whether we need 
forgiveness but whether we receive forgiveness.

So David says, “Blessed is the man whose 
sin the Lord does not count against him and in 
whose spirit there is no deceit.” He is writing 
about the type of man who has indeed sinned, but 
whose sin is no longer counted against him. Still, 
one absolute condition for receiving forgiveness 
is being absolutely honest with God. This means 
not trying to cover anything up, excuse anything, 
or hold anything back.

Then David writes out of his own personal 
experience:

When I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
through my groaning all day long. For day 


