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1 

Marriage Is  

a Covenant 

 

 

Do you have a successful marriage—one that brings you genuine happiness and 

satisfaction? Or—if you are not married yourself—how about your friends? How 

many couples do you know who have the kind of marriage that you would wish to 

have if you were married? 

I remember a conversation with a young man who had come to me for help with 

his marriage. He was a minister in a large and well-known denomination. His 

experience in the ministry had left him sadly disillusioned. He said to me, “I know 

about forty couples well. Several of them are in the ministry with me. But to tell you 

the truth, I can’t think of one couple that is really happy.” Some people would call 

that cynical, but in some places it is realistic. 

I want to share with you that it truly is possible to have a successful marriage. 

There is a key to such a marriage. I know, because I have found it. This book is 

based on experience, not merely on theory. It grieves me when I hear a so-called 

expert on marriage or the family holding forth in long, psychological jargon, yet 

when you examine their own lives, in many cases they too are the product of broken 

homes. Often they have at least one unsuccessful marriage in their past. A person 

needs to make it work in his own life before counseling, advising or helping others. 

My first marriage with Lydia lasted almost thirty years. It was ended by her death 

in 1975. During our time together, we raised a family of nine daughters, so I know a 

little about raising children. We went through many hard experiences. We were in 

the middle of a war, the war that brought the state of Israel to birth. We faced a siege, 

famine and danger. We moved from country to country and continent to continent. 

We worked in Africa, Canada, Europe and in the United States. And our marriage 
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was solid, happy and successful. 

The success of a marriage does not depend on lack of tension or problems. It 

depends on establishing a relationship that can overcome those tensions and 

problems. The key to establishing such a relationship, simply put, is found in the 

Bible. 

I believe that the Bible is a true, relevant, up-to-date book. It has the answers to 

life’s problems. And I believe that when biblical truths are properly applied, they 

work. The Bible attaches great importance to marriage—much more, I believe, than 

many churchgoers realize. 

According to the Bible, human history started with a marriage. God created 

Adam and then He said that it was not good for him to be alone. God formed and 

brought to him a wife. Thus, marriage initiated in the heart of God, not in the 

thoughts of man. 

Fittingly, the Bible also ends with marriage. The great climax of all human 

history is the marriage supper of the Lamb. Now you can understand why I believe 

that—if you view it objectively—the Bible places tremendous importance on 

marriage. 

In Ephesians 5 Paul spoke about marriage. He had been comparing the 

relationship of Jesus Christ and His church to that of a bridegroom and his bride 

(verses 22–32). He concluded this comparison with this statement: “This is a great 

mystery.” One of the other modern translations says, “a profound mystery” (NIV). He 

is speaking about marriage. 

In the language of the New Testament, the word mystery had a specific meaning. 

It meant a secret that most people did not know but that could be learned if you went 

through a process of initiation. That is what marriage is. It is a secret that most 

people do not know, but it can be learned if you go through the process of initiation. 

In the time of the prophet Malachi, Israel as a nation was not very close to God. 

God had given them His law but, in most cases, they had been somewhat disobedient 

and, as a result, they were not enjoying the blessings that God had promised them. 
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Some of their problems were like the problems of many people today: dysfunctional 

families, marital stress, strained relationships. God puts His finger on the reason for 

their problems: 

 

“And this is another thing you do: you cover the altar of the LORD 

with tears, with weeping and with groaning, because He no longer 

regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand.” 

 Malachi 2:13, NAS 

 

These were religious people. They were doing plenty of praying, but God was not 

answering their prayers. So they asked, “For what reason?” Then the Lord gave them 

this answer: 

 

“Because the LORD has been a witness between you and the wife 

of your youth, against whom you have dealt treacherously, though 

she is your companion and your wife by covenant.” 

 verse 14, NAS 

 

I want you to notice three points about these two verses. First of all, religion does 

not necessarily produce successful marriages. These people were very religious; they 

were praying all the time. They were in the temple, but their homes were in a mess. 

Sound familiar? 

The second point is that a wrong relationship between a husband and wife 

hinders a relationship with God. God said He would not hear their prayers and they 

asked why. Then He said to them, “Because you haven’t dealt right with your wife.” 

In the New Testament, Peter reaffirms the point. In 1 Peter 3, he instructs 

husbands to be careful how they live with their wives so that their prayers will not be 

hindered (verse 7). In other words, if you pray out of an unhappy marriage—out of a 
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home that is out of order—your prayer may not be very effective. God says to get 

your home in order. 

The third point is the vital one—it is the key. It is the last word of that Scripture, 

the word “covenant.” This is the key to a successful marriage. It is the realization, 

understanding and acceptance—from Scripture—that marriage is a covenant. 

Covenant is one of the key concepts of the Bible. The same word that is translated 

“covenant” is also translated “testament.” The entire Bible comes to us in the form of 

two covenants. What a demonstration of the importance God attaches to a covenant. 

There are two essential features to a covenant that affect marriage: 

 

1. A covenant demands commitment—total, unreserved, wholehearted 

commitment. Marriage is not an experimental relationship; it is not a trial. It 

can only succeed on the basis of total commitment. 

2. In a covenant, God sets the terms for commitment. Man does not set the 

terms. This was the problem with Israel in the days of Malachi. They were 

trying to set their terms for how marriage should be and God said, “I won’t 

accept that.” 

 




