
 5

Contents 

 

 

 Introduction..........................................................................6 

 

My School of Experience 

 1. The Voices of Bride and Bridegroom............................ 9 

 2. Lydia ..............................................................................18 

 3. Ruth................................................................................28 

 

The Divine Pathway to Marriage 

 4. The Gateway ..................................................................42

 5. Four Attitudes to Cultivate ............................................48 

 6. Eight Guidelines to Follow ............................................57 

 7. A Man Prepares for Marriage ........................................69 

 8. A Woman Prepares for Marriage (by Ruth) ..................80 

 9. The Role of Parents and Pastors ..................................100 

 

Special Situations 

 10. Divorce and Remarriage ............................................110 

 11. The Place of Celibacy ................................................124 

 

Ruth’s Story 

 12. “Meet Me in the King David”....................................135 



 9

1 

The Voices of Bride and Bridegroom 

 

 

Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of 

the man, and he brought her to the man. (Genesis 2:22) 

 

God first appeared on the scene of human history in the role of a matchmaker. 

What a profound and exciting revelation! 

Is it too much to suggest that Eve came to Adam on the arm of the Lord Himself 

in the same way that a bride today walks down the aisle of the church on her father’s 

arm? What human mind can fathom the depth of love and joy that filled the heart of 

the great Creator as He united the man and woman in this first marriage ceremony? 

Surely this account is one among countless indications that the Bible is not a 

work of merely human authorship. Moses is generally accepted as the author of the 

creation record. But apart from supernatural inspiration, he would never have dared 

to open human history with a scene of such amazing intimacy—intimacy first 

between God and man, and then between man and woman. 

The portrait Moses here paints of God is in a totally different category from the 

type of religious art we have come to associate with churches and cathedrals. It is 

doubtful, in fact, if Moses’ portrait would even find a place on their walls or in their 

windows. 

Not only does human history open with a marriage. It is also destined to climax 

with a marriage. It is John on Patmos who paints this scene for us in Revelation 

19:6–9: 

 

 Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of 
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rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: 

 

“Hallelujah! 

 For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 

Let us rejoice and be glad 

 and give him glory! 

For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 

 and his bride has made herself ready. 

Fine linen, bright and clean, 

 was given her to wear.” 

[Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.] 

 

 Then the angel said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are 

invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!'” 

 

The spectacle that John exposes briefly to our gaze is one of triumph, of praise 

and worship, of feasting and splendor, of almost uncontainable joy. Most wonderful 

of all, it is almighty God Himself, the Creator and Ruler of the universe, who 

presides over this, the marriage ceremony of His own Son. As it unfolds, heaven and 

earth blend together in a symphony of praise and worship such as the universe has 

never before heard. 

It is characteristic of the Bible’s restraint that it makes no attempt to describe the 

feelings of the heavenly Bridegroom and His Bride. No human language contains the 

vocabulary that would be needed. This is an area of holy mystery, reserved for the 

Lord Himself and for those who, by diligent preparation, “have made themselves 

ready.” 

From Genesis to Revelation, from the first act in Eden to the last act in the 

heavenlies, the central theme of human history is marriage. Throughout this 

unfolding drama, God Himself does not remain merely a remote spectator. It is He 

who initiates the action, and it is in Him that it comes to its climax. From beginning 



 11

to end, He is totally and personally involved. 

When Jesus came to earth to make God known to man, His attitude toward 

marriage harmonized perfectly with that of the Father. Just as the Father opened 

human history with a marriage, so Jesus opened His public ministry at the marriage 

in Cana. When the wine ran out at the height of the celebration, Mary turned to Jesus 

for help. He responded by converting about 150 gallons of water into wine. 

No ordinary wine, either! For the master of the banquet, after tasting it, called the 

bridegroom aside and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the 

cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the 

best till now” (John 2:10). 

What prompted Jesus to perform His first miracle in such a setting? What 

important truth did He demonstrate by it? The answer is simple: He demonstrated 

how much He cared about the success of the wedding. Had the wine run out, the 

bridegroom and the bride would have been publicly humiliated, and the wedding 

would have ended in gloom. To forestall such a disaster, Jesus granted the first 

release on earth of His miracle-working power. 

Furthermore, Jesus was careful to perform the miracle in such a way that none of 

the guests knew what had happened. He attracted no attention to Himself. He 

demonstrated that in every marriage there is only one proper focus of attention: the 

bride and the groom. Although it was Jesus who performed the miracle, the public 

recognition actually went to the bridegroom. 

In His subsequent public teaching ministry, Jesus consistently upheld the plan of 

marriage initiated at creation by the Father. For this reason, He rejected the standard 

of marriage current in His day. When confronted by some Pharisees with a question 

about divorce, He replied: “Haven’t you read that at the beginning the Creator ‘made 

them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and 

mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? So they are no 

longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate” 

(Matthew 19:4–6). 
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In the Hebrew Old Testament, the title of the book we call Genesis is taken from 

the opening words of the book, “At the beginning.” By answering the Pharisees with 

this phrase, Jesus deliberately directed them to the book of Genesis, and in particular 

to the way in which God had united Eve with Adam. In other words, He upheld the 

plan of marriage established there by the Father as still in force in His day, and as the 

only divinely ordained standard for marriage. He refused to lend His authority to any 

lower standard. 

The Pharisees countered by referring to an ordinance in the Law of Moses that 

permitted divorce for reasons other than marital unfaithfulness. To this Jesus replied, 

“Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it 

was not this way from the beginning” (Matthew 19:8). Once again Jesus directed 

them to the beginning—that is, to the pattern established at the opening of Genesis. It 

was the only pattern He accepted. Any deviation from it was not the will of the 

Father, but merely a concession to the hard heart of unregenerate man. 

This conversation of Jesus with the Pharisees has important implications for us as 

Christians today. The divine standard of marriage in force for us is still that 

established by God at creation. Any lowering of this standard is merely a concession 

to the hardness of man’s unregenerate heart. 

Christians who have been born again of God’s Spirit are a “new creation,” no 

longer subject to the dictates of their old, unregenerate nature. For Christians today, 

therefore, the divine standard of marriage is that established by God at creation and 

upheld by Jesus throughout His ministry. 

Specifically, the Genesis account reveals four vitally important truths about 

marriage, all of which still apply today. 

First, the concept of marriage originated entirely with God. Adam had no part in 

it. It was not a plan he formulated. He did not even ask for such a provision. It was 

God, not Adam, who decided that Adam needed a wife. Adam was not aware of his 

own need. 

Second, it was God who formed Eve for Adam. He alone knew the kind of mate 
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Adam needed. 

Third, it was God who presented Eve to Adam. Adam did not have to go in 

search of her. 

And fourth, it was God who determined the way in which Adam and Eve were to 

relate to each other. The end purpose of their relationship was perfect unity: “For this 

reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will 

become one flesh” (Genesis 2:24). 

If, as Jesus indicated, God’s pattern for marriage remains unchanged for 

Christians today, then the four truths outlined above still apply in our lives. In 

practical terms, what does this entail? 

That a Christian will enter into marriage not because it is his or her decision, but 

because it is God’s. 

That a Christian man will trust God both to choose and to prepare for him the 

mate he needs. On the other side, a Christian woman will trust God to prepare her for 

the husband for whom God has appointed her. 

That a Christian man, walking in the will of God, will find that God brings to him 

the mate whom He has chosen and prepared for him. On the other side, a Christian 

woman will allow God to lead her to the husband for whom He has been preparing 

her. 

That the end purpose of marriage today is still what it was for Adam and Eve—

perfect unity. Only those who fulfill the first three requirements, however, can expect 

also to enjoy the fulfillment of the end purpose. 

Some may be tempted to dismiss these principles as old-fashioned or “super-

spiritual.” There is never any devaluation of the currency of the Kingdom of God, 

however, no erosion of its values and standards. For those who are truly following 

Jesus, the requirements are just the same as they were in Jesus’ own day. But—thank 

God—so also are the rewards! 

For me, these principles are not mere abstract theories. In both of my marriages 
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they were worked out exactly, as I shall recount in the next two chapters. In each 

case, the decision to marry originated with God, not with me. Indeed, I myself was 

not seeking marriage. In each case, God chose my wife for me, prepared her for me, 

and brought her to me. Most important of all, each of my marriages has produced a 

degree of unity that few couples today enjoy. 

All this did not result from my following some elaborate theological theory as to 

how a man should enter into marriage. Rather, it was brought about by the sovereign 

guidance and overruling of the Holy Spirit in my life. Many times I was not even 

conscious that it was the Holy Spirit who was at work. Gradually, however, as I 

pondered on the course of my life in the light of Scripture, I came to see, in each of 

my marriages, how God had worked exactly according to the pattern that He Himself 

had established “at the beginning.” I share these principles now because I know they 

work. I can wish for my fellow believers no greater happiness than they have brought 

to me. 

This brief analysis of the biblical pattern of marriage stands in sharp contrast with 

the standards of the world today—or even with those accepted in many sections of 

the Church. The prevailing attitude toward marriage in any culture or civilization is 

usually an accurate barometer revealing its moral and spiritual climate. The decline 

of a culture is marked by a decline in its respect for marriage. Conversely, the 

renewal of a culture is marked by a corresponding renewal of the biblical values of 

marriage. 

There are various passages in the Bible that depict how marriage is affected by 

both a period of decline and a period of restoration. In Jeremiah 25:10–11, God 

warns the people of Judah of the desolation to be brought upon them by 

Nebuchadnezzar’s impending invasion: “I will banish from them the sounds of joy 

and gladness, the voices of bride and bridegroom, the sound of millstones and the 

light of the lamp. This whole country will become a desolate wasteland. . . .” 

The apostle John paints a similar picture of the end-time destruction of the anti-

Christian system known as “Great Babylon”: 
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The music of harpists and musicians, flute players and trumpeters, 

 will never be heard in you again. 

No workman of any trade 

 will ever be found in you again. 

The sound of a millstone 

 will never be heard in you again. 

The light of a lamp 

 will never shine in you again. 

The voice of bridegroom and bride 

 will never be heard in you again. 

  (Revelation 18:22–23) 

 

One conspicuous feature central to both these descriptions of decline and 

desolation is the silencing of the voices of bridegroom and bride. A culture that no 

longer makes the joyful celebration of marriage central to its way of life is either 

doomed already or on its way to doom. 

The converse is equally true. Restoration of a culture will be marked by 

restoration of marriage as a source of joy and a cause for celebration. In Jeremiah 

33:10–11 God promises the end-time restoration of Judah and Israel: 

 

This is what the Lord says: “You say about this place, ‘It is a desolate 

waste, without men or animals.’ Yet in the towns of Judah and the 

streets of Jerusalem that are deserted, inhabited by neither men nor 

animals, there will be heard once more the sounds of joy and 

gladness, the voices of bride and bridegroom, and the voices of those 

who bring thank offerings to the house of the Lord. . . . For I will 

restore the fortunes of the land as they were before,” says the Lord. 
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Once again in this picture—as in desolation, so in restoration—bride and groom 

are central. By the standards of Scripture, the restoration of a people is incomplete 

unless heralded by “the voices of bride and bridegroom.” 

Various forces may undermine the biblical foundations of marriage. Secular 

humanism, for example, presents marriage as a kind of social contract in which the 

parties are free to dictate their own terms and conditions, and to modify or abrogate 

them at will if their feelings change. People who approach marriage on this basis will 

never experience either the physical or the spiritual fulfillment that the Bible 

promises to those who follow its pattern. 

On the other side, however, formal religion without the grace of God can have an 

almost equally harmful effect on marriage. Both romance and passion are integral 

parts of marriage, as revealed in the Bible. Each is depicted vividly and beautifully in 

the Song of Songs. A marriage that lacks these is, by biblical standards, sadly 

incomplete. Romance without passion ends in frustration. Passion without romance 

is little more than lust, thinly veiled. 

Over the centuries the Church has often failed to present the Bible’s picture of 

total marriage, embracing every area of the human personality—spiritual, emotional 

and physical. Sex has been treated as an unfortunate necessity, almost an aberration 

of the Creator, which requires some kind of apology. Certainly that is not the 

Creator’s own view. He created man and woman sexual beings, and then, after 

careful inspection, pronounced everything “very good”—including their sexuality. 

Today, around the earth, God is visiting and renewing His Church by the Holy 

Spirit. This renewal must be heralded, as divine renewal has always been, by “the 

voices of bride and bridegroom.” The Church cannot experience a full or valid 

renewal unless it once again embraces the biblical pattern of marriage. This must 

include not only the marriage ceremony and the life that follows. It must begin where 

marriage always begins—with the steps leading up to the ceremony. 

This principle applies to almost all forms of human activity. The process of 

preparation is usually an essential factor in a successful outcome. A couple who 
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decide to build a house, for instance, must go through months of preparation before 

they receive the key and walk through the front door. They must choose a site, hire 

an architect and a contractor, discuss plans of many kinds, and make countless 

decisions concerning all the details of style and decoration. A couple who take no 

interest in their home until the day they receive the key are doomed to fearful 

frustrations and disappointments after they begin to live in it. 

If this is true of a house built of brick or stone or timber, how much more does it 

apply to a house built of living stones—human beings, creatures of measureless 

complexity but also of measureless potential? 

No, a successful marriage does not begin with the wedding ceremony. Its 

foundation is laid much earlier—first, in the careful preparation of character, and 

then in the matching of a man and woman whom God has appointed for one another. 

A couple entering marriage unprepared and ill-matched are doomed at best to 

endless frustration, and, more often than not, to total failure. On the other hand, a 

Christian man and woman who have allowed the Holy Spirit to mold them and lead 

them along the biblical path that leads to the wedding ceremony can look forward 

with confidence to a married life of fulfillment and mutual delight. 
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