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Introduction

One of the great themes of biblical revelation is 
fatherhood. Strangely enough, it is a theme that has 

been somewhat neglected in many Christian circles.
Personally, fatherhood is a subject which I have not 

merely studied in the Bible, but have also faced in my own 
experience. My first wife, Lydia, and I raised a family of 
nine. Subsequently, my second wife, Ruth, added three 
more children to our total family. So altogether I stand in 
the relationship of father to exactly one dozen persons. 
Most of them are grown and now have families of their 
own.

However, it is not with human fatherhood that I want to 
begin. I want to share, first of all, about the fatherhood of 
God which is the great fact behind the universe. 



1
The Fatherhood 

of God

There is a Father who is our God and who also is the fact 
behind all other facts. It is a Father who created the 

universe, as a father, and who has left the imprint of His 
fatherhood on every aspect of the entire universe.

In Ephesians 3:14-15, Paul prays one of his great and 
wonderful prayers:

For this reason I bow my knees to the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth 
is named [or derives its name].  
 (NKJV)

The word that is there translated “family” is the Greek 
word patria. And that word is derived directly from the 
Greek word for father, so the most literal, straightforward 
translation would be “fatherhood.” In this connection, I 
would like to give you also J. B. Phillips' translation of 
those verses which brings out this fact of the connection 
between father and family or fatherhood. Phillips translates 
it this way:
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When I think of the greatness of this great 
plan I fall on my knees before the Father 
(from whom all fatherhood, earthly or 
heavenly, derives its name). . . .
 (JBP)

That is a remarkable fact! All fatherhood in the universe 
ultimately goes back to the fatherhood of God; and that 
fatherhood did not begin on earth, it began in heaven. 
Fatherhood is eternal with God. It did not begin with time, 
it did not begin with human history, it began in eternity.

Eternally, God is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
He is so described in many parts of the Bible. In his gospel 
John says, “In the beginning . . . the Word was with God.” 
That was before creation ever took place. The divine Word, 
the eternal Son of God, was with the Father. The Scripture 
says, "He was in the bosom of the Father" (see John 1:18 
KJV). That intimate, personal relationship between God 
and the Son existed before creation ever began. This is an 
absolutely distinctive feature of Christian revelation. It 
makes Christianity unlike any other religious faith that I 
have ever encountered in the world. It reveals something 
unique and particular about the nature of God. In God, 
eternally, there is fatherhood. There is a relationship.

When Jesus came to earth, His ultimate purpose was to 
bring to the Father those who would turn to Him. This is 
stated in many places. 1 Peter 3:18 says:

For Christ also died for sins once for all, 
the just for the unjust, so that He might 
bring us to God, having been put to death 
in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;. . . 
 (NASB)


