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GOD’S HEART 
FOR A PEOPLE,
HIS PLAN FOR 

A NATION

“Without the Jews, we would have no 
patriarchs, no prophets, no apostles, 

no Bible — and no Saviour!”

As Christians, we need to acknowledge our 
unfathomable debt to Israel and to always pray on the 
basis of that total indebtedness. � e identi� cation of 
Jesus with the Jewish people was not just for the few 
years of His earthly life and ministry. It is eternal. 

� e word Jew occurs eighty-four times in the Old 
Testament, and one hundred ninety-two times in the 
New Testament. On the other hand, the word Christian 
occurs only three times in the New Testament. 

You cannot fully understand the Bible unless you know 
something about Israel. And if you’re confused about 
Israel, you’re confused about the Bible.
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Why Israel? 

“If it had not been the Lord who was on our side,”
Let Israel now say – 

“If it had not been the Lord who was on our side
When men rose up against us,
Then they would have swallowed us alive,
When their wrath was kindled against us;
Then the waters would have overwhelmed us,
The stream would have swept over our soul;
Then the swollen waters
Would have swept over our soul.”
Blessed be the Lord,
Who has not given us as prey to their teeth.
Our soul has escaped as a bird from the snare of 

the fowlers;
The snare is broken, and we have escaped.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
Who made heaven and earth. 

Psalm 124



Introduction

As we begin our teaching on this very import- 
  ant subject of Praying for Israel, let’s start by 

asking a question of ourselves: On what basis are 
we praying for Israel? The simplest answer is that 

“Salvation is from the Jews (see John 4:22).” As 
Christians, we need to acknowledge our unfath-
omable debt to Israel and to always pray on the 
basis of that total indebtedness.  

In my booklet, Our Debt to Israel, I make the 
following statements:

“Without the Jews, we would have no patri-
archs, no prophets, no apostles, no Bible and no 
Savior! Deprived of all these, how much salva-
tion would we have left to us? None!”

The nations of the earth owe all that is most 
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precious in their spiritual inheritance to the Jews. 
This is true of all of us – whether we be Arabs, 
Africans, Asians or Europeans, Russians, Amer-
icans or Chinese. We all owe a spiritual debt to 
the Jews that cannot be calculated.

One of the best ways we can begin to repay 
that debt of love is by prayer and intercession. 
As our awareness of Israel’s place in God’s plans 
grows, let’s open the Scriptures to gain a clearer 
understanding of the significance of the land and 
the people of Israel. 

To pray effectively for Israel and the Jews, we 
need to be informed about them. The informa-
tion we need does not come from the world’s 
perspective or from the media. It comes from 
God’s viewpoint, which we find in the Bible.
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Chapter 1 

The Uniqueness of Israel

T here is no other nation like the nation of 
Israel. The Holy Scriptures make this abun-

dantly clear.
The name Israel describes the nation 

descended from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
Remember that Jacob was renamed Israel, and 
from his twelve sons are derived the twelve 
tribes of Israel. Later on, the people of Israel 
were called Jews. So really, Jews and Israel today 
are synonymous. 

In the New Testament, the name Israel occurs 
seventy- seven times, and these references are 
never, never applied to the Church. Please hear 
that again very clearly – the name Israel occurs 
seventy- seven times in the New Testament and 
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never once is it a description of the Church. The 
word “Jew” occurs seventy- five times in the Old 
Testament and one hundred eighty- eight times 
in the New Testament. On the other hand, the 
term “Christian” occurs only three times in the 
New Testament. These numbers indicate the 
significance the Lord has placed on the people 
and nation of Israel.

A Unique People
I want to emphasize in this first chapter that 
Israel is a unique people. There is no one else 
like Israel. As we consider the uniqueness of 
Israel, let’s begin by examining what is stated by 
David in 1 Chronicles 17 verse 21. David, praying 
to the Lord, says:

“Who is like Your people Israel, the one nation 
on the earth whom God went to redeem 
for Himself as a people – to make for Your-
self a name by great and awesome deeds, by 
driving out nations from before Your people 
whom You redeemed from Egypt?”

In this prayer, David is saying there is no 
other nation whom God set out to redeem. He 
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