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Renowned author and Bible teacher Derek Prince explains the battle 

that is waging right now between the forces of God and the forces of 

evil. Discover the truths about the nature of this battle so you can…

•  Put on your defensive armor

•  Counter the devil with off ensive weapons of attack

•  Tear down the enemy’s strongholds

•  Learn the key to overcoming Satan’s assaults

•  Help others to do the same

Your mind is a spiritual battlefield, 
but thanks be to God, you can learn 

the enemy’s strategies, stand up against 
his schemes, and emerge victorious!

Resist the enemy’s attacks
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T here are many pictures of God’s people in the 
New Testament. In Ephesians, for instance, God’s 

people are presented through the following pictures: a 
legislative assembly, a family, a temple, and as the bride 
of Christ. However, the final picture of God’s people in 
Ephesians is that of an army.

This army is committed to fight a war that is global in 
its proportions, that affects and includes every portion 
of this globe on which we live. In fact, even the word 
global does not do justice to the scope of this conflict. 
It embraces not only the earth, but extends beyond 
the earth into the very heavens. In fact, the adjective 
that correctly describes this conflict is not global but 
universal. It includes the entire created universe.

The Scripture that most clearly introduces this con-
flict and describes its nature is Ephesians 6:10–12. I will 
first cite the New International Version, and then I will 
compare some other versions.
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10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty 
power.

11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take 
your stand against the devil’s schemes.

Paul took it for granted that, as Christians, we are 
involved in a war for which we need the appropriate 
armor, and that our adversary is the Devil himself. He 
then went on in verse 12 to explain more fully the nature 
of this war:

12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against 
the powers of this dark world and against the spir-
itual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. (NIV)

In the New American Standard Version, this verse 
reads,

12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the powers, against the 
world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

The Living Bible, which is not exactly a literal trans-
lation but a paraphrase, reads as follows:

12 For we are not fighting against people made of 
flesh and blood, but against persons without bod-
ies – the evil rulers of the unseen world, those mighty 
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satanic beings and great evil princes of darkness 
who rule this world; and against huge numbers of 
wicked spirits in the spirit world.

Whichever version you wish to follow, it is clear that 
as Christians we are engaged in a titanic conflict that 
staggers the mind to consider.

I have meditated so often and so long on Ephesians 
6:12 in the original Greek that I have come up with 
my own paraphrase. You might call this “the Prince 
version.”

For our wrestling match is not against flesh and 
blood, not against persons with bodies, but 
against rulers with various areas and descending 
orders of authority, against the world domina-
tors of this present darkness, against spiritual 
forces of wickedness in the heavenlies.

Let me explain why I chose some of those words. I 
say, “rulers with various areas and descending orders 
of authority,” because that pictures a very highly struc-
tured and well organized kingdom with descending 
orders of authority and different rulers and sub-rulers 
responsible for different areas of their territories. I use 
the word dominators in “the world dominators of this 
present darkness,” because the term dominate so vividly 
describes the way Satan treats the human race.

Notice that all translations except The Living Bible 

5

Two Opposing Kingdoms



will now explain the most important single fact that 
we must know in order to be assured of victory in our 

spiritual warfare. In Colossians 2:13–15, Paul described 
what God has done for us, as believers, through the 
death of Christ on the cross on our behalf.

13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncir-
cumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive 
with Christ. He forgave us all our sins,

14 having canceled the written code, with its regula-
tions, that was against us and that stood opposed 
to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross.

15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, 
he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross. (NIV)

Let me first warn you that Satan is extremely deter-
mined that you will not grasp this fact. He wants to keep 
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all Christians from understanding it, because it is the 
key to his defeat. The great essential fact is this: Christ 
has already defeated Satan and all his evil powers and 
authorities totally and forever.

If you remember nothing else, remember that. 
Christ has already defeated Satan and all his evil powers 
and authorities totally and forever. He did that through 
His death on the cross, through His shed blood, and 
through His triumphant resurrection.

To understand how this was accomplished, we must 
recognize Satan’s primary weapon against us, and that 
weapon is guilt. Revelation 12:10 states the following:

10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now 
have come the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. 
For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them 
before our God day and night, has been hurled 
down.” (NIV)

Who is the “accuser of our brothers”? We know that is 
Satan. I have already pointed out that Satan has access 
to the presence of God, and his chief occupation is to 
accuse us who believe in Jesus.

Why does Satan accuse us? What is his objective? 
It can be stated in one simple phrase: to make us feel 
guilty. So long as Satan can keep us feeling guilty, we 
cannot defeat him. Guilt is the key to our defeat, and 

30

Spiritual Warfare


