
SELF STORAGE CHECKLIST: THINGS TO  
DO BEFORE LEAVING

STORAGE CHECKLIST
When moving from one house to another storage may be necessary depending on your situation. There are many options and 

points you should know and understand before deciding which route to take when storing your items between moving. Well, 

here is a moving storage checklist that should help you throughout the entire process.

CHOOSE BETWEEN A FULL-SERVICE STORAGE OR SELF-STORAGE COMPANY

Self-storage is ideal for anyone who wants to access their items at any time. Besides, this option is great for people that don’t 

require long-term commitments. On the other hand, full-service means that the facility will take care of all aspects of facilitating 

storage and liability for your items.

RESEARCH STORAGE LOCATIONS AVAILABILITY

Before you choose a storage facility, you need to ensure that it’s located near your home. This way, you can access your items or 

drop o� more items at the facility without covering long distances.

GET DIFFERENT QUOTES & COMPARE THE PRICES

The cost of renting a portable storage container will vary depending on the size and facility. So, don’t assume that the prices are the 

same across the board. That said, you should get quotes from di�erent companies and compare their prices. You can then decide 

which company favors your budget.

PURCHASE INSURANCE OR VALUATION

Containers for moving houses carry a lot of expensive goods that need to be protected at all costs. A self storage unit insurance 

policy will cover your personal belongings against many di�erent things. It is important to read over your insurance and or valuation 

policy for your items before putting them into storage.

PREPARE A BUDGET

It’s important to have a budget in place whenever you are moving and need a storage unit. As long as you have a budget, you’ll have 

an idea of how long you can rent a storage unit and which size fits the bill. Your budget will act as a reference point when making 

decisions.

PURCHASE MOVING BLANKETS

When moving items into self storage, there often comes a conflict when the movers must take the moving blankets o� the furniture 

risking damage to the unprotected items while in storage. For this reason, you should consult with your moving company about 

options for renting or buying the moving blankets to ensure your items are safe in the storage unit. 

CALCULATE HOW MUCH SPACE YOU NEED

Storage units are available in di�erent sizes. The size you choose depends on the amount of stu� you have in your house. If you 

can’t approximate the size, ask your moving company to help you calculate the amount of space you’ll require

PREPARE A CHECKLIST BASED ON YOUR STORAGE NEEDS

Creating a checklist for your storage needs can help you pick the best storage bins for moving. You should ask yourself what 

features and amenities do you need in a storage container? Use these features to make a checklist.

BOOK THE SELECTED STORAGE UNIT

Once you’ve determined the perfect storage unit, get in touch with the company and make a reservation. You should book the unit 

at least four weeks before moving to avoid disappointments. If your preferred unit is not available, you can proceed to book with a 

di�erent company.

CHECK FOR RESTRICTIONS AT YOUR STORAGE UNIT

As much as you are paying to rent a storage unit, you must abide by the facility’s rules. Amazingly, storage restrictions are there to 

protect your belongings and ensure that your unit remains safe during the entire rental period.

LOOK OUT TO SAFEGUARD ITEMS

Whenever you keep your stu� in a storage unit, you have to ensure that they remain safe during the entire rental period. As such, 

you need to invest in a high-quality lock to prevent thieves from breaking into the moving container. 

LABELING YOUR BOXES & ORGANIZING THEM

Since you’ll be packing all your stu� in boxes, you have to ensure that you label them correctly. This will help you know the items 

that are supposed to go in a specific box. Besides, you’ll have an easy time finding items whenever you need to use them.
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A DAY BEFORE

PREPARE ALL THE RELATED DOCUMENTS

To avoid any inconveniences, you should prepare all the documents you need during your move beforehand, whether it’s your 

personal identification documents, insurance documents, medical records, or payment receipts. 

DISASSEMBLE LARGE ITEMS ACCORDINGLY

All large items such as furniture need to be disassembled to make them easier to store away. Disassembling your items helps 

you save on space when packing boxes in the storage container. Besides, it’s pretty easy to move large items after they have 

been taken apart.
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AT STORAGE UNIT

PLACE YOUR BELONGINGS INSIDE THE STORAGE UNIT STRATEGICALLY

It’s now time to load and pack your boxes and disassembled items in the moving storage container. These items should be 

arranged according to how you’ll need to access them. Place the items you need to access frequently near the storage unit 

entrance



FAQS

Will Movers Go to a Storage Unit?

Yes, movers can help to transport your items to a storage unit. They’ll even o�er to pack your stu� in the storage unit. Likewise, 

movers can empty your storage unit and transport your belongings to your new home.

Do Storage Units Get Broken into Often?

No. Storage units are rarely broken into since the facilities are secure enough. You see, most facilities have video 

surveillance systems, secured fencing, nighttime security, and high-quality locks as well.

Can Movers Hold Your Stuff Overnight?

Most movers provide overnight storage services at an extra fee. Your items will remain in the truck overnight, and the 

movers will unload them the next day. You, however, need to ask the moving company whether they provide this service.

How Long Will a Moving Company Store Your Stuff?

Most moving companies with storage facilities will store your items as long as you need until you're ready to move the items 

into your new location. 

What Do You Do with Your Stuff Between Moves?

Well, you can decide whether to sell them or store them in a temporary storage unit. Placing your stu� in a temporary 

storage unit is the best option as you won’t spend money replacing the items you sold.

IN CONCLUSION
This moving storage checklist should come in handy when moving into self-storage. It will make your moving process easier 

and stress-free. That said, ensure that you use Sunshine Movers to organize and prepare your move.
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