
 

Stepping In. Reaching Out. 
 A Community of Courage. 

 

 

Greetings to all in the 
Santa Community 

‘God seems to be more 

comfortable with diversity 

than we are’. Sr Patty 

Fawkner, the 

Congregational Leader of 

the Good Sams, references 

these words from Fr 

Richard Rohr in her recent 

article in The Good Oil, 

which focuses on the full 

inclusion of sexual and 

gender minorities in our 

churches.  This question of 

welcome and inclusion confronts us on every side. Our 

response to the LGBTQI+ community certainly, but 

also our response to our First Nations peoples and 

their call for a voice within the national parliament. 

Our response to the Murugappan family and their 

request to return to Biloela. Our response to the 

women of Australia and their demand for full equality 

and respect. Our response to the military withdrawal 

from Afghanistan and the cry of many for refuge. And 

perhaps most crucially, the cry of all the species of the 

Earth, as systems of life and complexity begin to 

collapse under the weight of human behaviour.  

As we go into this term break, perhaps we are called to 

consider not only how ‘comfortable’ we are with 

diversity, but how each of us can become its 

champion!  

 

https://www.goodsams.org.au/article/sexual-and-gender-minorities-are-among-those-most-excluded-in-our-church/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=TGO%20September%20202


 

 

Wow! What a 
Project! 
When Victorian schools closed for Lockdown 6.0 on 

August 5th, it was inevitable that for the second year 

in a row, Santa Maria’s IB MYP Personal Project would 

go virtual. With the help of Mark Eckersley (Personal 

Project Coordinator) and the IT Support Team of Maya 

Tudorin and Carmelina Delorenzo, 143 Year 10 

students started to make videos and convert their 

presentations for website and online presentations. 

The virtual exhibition showed students to be critical 

thinkers and risk takers as they overcame various 

challenges. It launched on Wednesday September 8th, 

with over 150 participants speaking to the triumphs 

and challenges of their 143 collective projects which 

produced over 300,000 words in reports and over 300 

visual representations. The online exhibition 

showcased projects that included 13 cookbooks, 12 

paintings, 11 cakes, 10 dresses, 9 photographic 

sequences, 8 sets of jewellery, 7 videos, 7 stories and 

over 6 compilations of songs, 3 motivational 

campaigns and 1 guinea pig cage. The evening and the 

online exhibition is a triumph for the Year 10 Santa 

Maria College students. Enjoy some pics and visit the 

exhibition!  

 
Brigitte Franco ~ Making Madeleines 

 
Tilly MacCartney - Bike Riding Motivational Campaign 

 

Anna Denton ~Making a copy of my grandmother's 
wedding dress 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17-PVMwKimU-8J0InvEp30gPQNfTmUt7Qv5Y-JNrbxvw/edit?usp=sharing
https://bit.ly/SantaMariaPersonalProjectVirtualTour2021


 

 

Spotlight on Year 8 
Music 

Over in Year 8, music classes have been focused on 

composition skills. Read more about these 

explorations here. When you hear the following two 

samples of what the girls have created, you’ll be blown 

away. Enjoy the happy, energetic mood of 

‘Transcendence’ by Celeste Parsons, and the more 

reflective but uplifting ‘Wandering’ by Lauren Park. As 

their teacher, Jessica Fanner says, ‘Bravo, young 

maestros!’  

 

Maths Report 

There have been lots of opportunities this term for 

students to apply their math skills, to problem solve, 

and generally demonstrate their prowess. Over 60 

students competed in the Australian Mathematics 

Competition, while a number of teams from Santa 

entered the virtual Maths Games Day run by the 

Mathematics Association of Victoria. Lots of winners 

across the board, and lots of fun and learning. Maths 

Learning Leader, Jacinta Deylen, gives us a snapshot.  

 

Duke of Ed at Home 

How do you learn a new skill, perform community 

service, engage in recreational activities and plan for 

adventure experiences while in lockdown? Well, our 

intrepid Duke’s girls across Bronze, Silver and Gold 

Awards, have done it!  One of our Year 11 leaders, 

Elaine Tasseron, explains how!  

       

          
 

Santa Maria Day 
Fundraiser 

 

A reminder that today, as part of belated Santa Maria 

Day festivities, we are all invited to support the Good 

Samaritan Kinder School in Bacolod, Philippines. This 

is part of our annual fundraiser and we are all 

encouraged to give generously and to Walk with Love 

as an expression of our solidarity with the kids and 

families of Bacolod.  
Erica practicing her skill - drawing 

Jessica tutoring her younger sister 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HhXnFxNuWDE3g38L6aafhAdxju7Rs0cNfK2pYl57xiU/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mAWPlUDSR_JTtlxUzVD5XCIQBVOgecN0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dmDm7EVlF3Gu1ZHfhuDfxsaNqoEtaCi5/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KMyxrQA4iYB0EtZGDUHV8rLLUYXPEzI6EfPmQwhym0w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WJrE8cl-hV34Pfj6IynAOXEK-16w6NYP5eBVnM4SOhQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QDIlI8fqGJo7eNHcV2ApRP2dmhGWIejH/view?usp=sharing


 

 

SantaLink Trivia 
Night 

Another way we can support the Kinder School in 

Bacolod is to put on our 'Trivia Caps' and have a laugh 

at Santalink's online Trivia Event. Radio broadcaster, 

writer and comedy actor Tony Moclair will be hosting 

the event, which will also feature a comedy act by well 

known local comedian Dave O'Neil. There will be 

prizes and giveaways, just to add to the excitement, so 

we look forward to seeing you!  Cost for the event is 

$25 per household.  

There is also an opportunity for you to support the 

Good Samaritan Kindergarten Mission in the 

Philippines when booking. Updated booking link 

 

Caring for our Kids 

Pam O’Loughlan, one of Santa’s onsite psychologists, 

recommends this Facebook Live session from the 

Royal Children’s Hospital. Hosted by paediatrician Dr 

Anthea Rhodes, with support from an expert panel, the 

key question of how to support children’s mental 

health during the pandemic and beyond, is explored. 

Lots of practical advice to be had, especially in relation 

to younger children. This discussion is available to 

watch any time on YouTube. 
 

  

 

Discovery Tours  
If you are a parent or guardian considering secondary 

school options, we invite you to visit Santa Maria on 

one of our Discovery Tours. 

Discovery Tours provide an opportunity to explore our 

beautifully appointed College, to learn about our 

innovative curriculum, and to ask questions about the 

enrolment process. Our Principal gives a 

comprehensive presentation outlining the many 

aspects of College life, 

followed by a student-

led tour of the 

College. These 

tours are virtual 

while in 

lockdown.  

We warmly invite 

you to join us for a 

Discovery Tour where 

you can see our students 

actively engaged in learning within the context of a 

normal school day. 

Book here 

  

Enrolments 

Great news!  We still have some limited spots available 

for Year 7 2022 and Year 7 2023. 

Please reach out to your relatives, friends or 

neighbours and help us to promote the wonderful 

opportunities that Santa Maria provides its students. 

Contact Admissions & Marketing Leader, Kylie Lawtey, 

9488 1630.  You can also find our online application 

form on our website. 

 

This newsletter comes to you from the 

lands of the Wurundjeri people of the 

Kulin Nation  

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vVKyx2ERbnbjqLd9F5Uzo28yXWlTgfl9/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14qPFhWls0q0-9ZZ1zSabZTQ5RbR6gRih/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111098470037379851270&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.trybooking.com/BRKZR
https://youtu.be/y1DizMUOeng
https://www.santamaria.vic.edu.au/enrolment/discovery-tours
https://www.santamaria.vic.edu.au/enrolment/apply-now

