
 

Stepping In. Reaching Out. 
 A Community of Courage. 

 

 

Greetings to all in the 
Santa Community 

As mask-wearing, home 

learning, social distancing, 

quarantine and 

vaccinations, curfews and 

lockdowns, zoom and QR 

codes once again take 

centre stage in our lives, 

we are reminded of the 

importance of staying 

connected, of checking in 

with friends, family and 

neighbours, of supporting 

local business as best we can, of staying calm and 

centred in the midst of unpredictability. This is where 

the richness of our faith tradition comes in. The words 

of one of the great prophets call to us: 

 

So do not fear for I am with you; 

do not be dismayed for I am your God. 

I will strengthen you and help you; 

I will uphold you with my right hand. 

Isaiah 41. 
 

Of course, it’s also good to find some humour in the 

small things, as 

this take on the 

zoom meeting 

suggests! Stay safe 

everyone, and 

hopefully our next 

newsletter will 

come to you on the 

other side of 

lockdown.  



 

 

7-8 Village News 

Prior to our return to home learning things were busy in 

the Year 7-8 Village. Katherine Luu gives her take on the 

Sorry Day Assembly. Wednesday and Roxie give us the 

low down on hosting 400 primary school students as 

they enjoyed the college production and then buddied 

with Year 7s in cupcake and slime making, digitech 

activities, sports, games and creative English! Village 

Leader Ange Godino also gives a lovely insight into 

student visits with some of the Good Sam sisters at 

Marian House.  

 

Sorry Day 

Santa’s Sorry Day 

Assembly is one of the 

most significant events 

on the school calendar. 

This year’s gathering 

reflected the theme of 

National Reconciliation 

Week, More than a Word. 

Reconciliation Takes 

Action . Students were 

invited to commit to one action that would contribute 

to justice and healing. Uncle Trevor Gallagher led us in a 

powerful version of From Little Things Big Things Grow, 

and performed a smoking ceremony while the 

Aboriginal, Torres Strait and Santa Maria flags were 

raised. Students prepared for this ceremony by viewing 

the attached slides. 

College Production: 
‘Spirit of the Theatre’ 

As Judy Bagg says in her report on the college 

production, we were sooooooo lucky to get all shows 

up, done, and completed to rapturous applause before 

the Covid curtain came down for the fourth time! The 

show was a smash, and attached is the official Program 

that includes all cast, crew and contributors. A great 

read, and a great memento! 

 

School Strike 4 
Climate  

 

On 21st May the young people of our nation were once 

again on the streets, pleading with our political and 

corporate leaders for meaningful action on climate 

change. Emily Bueno of Year 10, along with many other 

Santa students, joined the strike because she is 

‘passionate about the environment and working for 

climate justice’. As she says, ‘it is extremely important 

that we, as young people, use our voices. We must not 

stay silent. We need to exercise democracy in the form 

of strikes, protests and many forms of activism’. The 

strike experience, she says, ‘was extremely 

empowering. Waves of people chanting and demanding 

action, listening 

to stories from 

our First Nations 

peoples, and 

being in the thick 

of creative, clever 

posters and 

banners’.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DAtWI26LfqpZgC4GuaQpnVvqD0HX4MBCzjMXomqHx7s/edit?usp=sharing
https://nrw.reconciliation.org.au/
https://nrw.reconciliation.org.au/
https://nrw.reconciliation.org.au/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GHhWeWX62bEGYL0IfFcpwTB2fRRo5vZ3g7o6Sl-Qm1s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SYba1hoeVIkWxPpCRt4bgf4EAco_jupp0aieRYfqR2o/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hFnH0TxJGefYsahO0doRhT_gy4R0hOgj/view?usp=sharing


 

 

Landmark Ruling 

 
                                                 Sr Brigid and Anjali Sharma 

Just a few days later in a landmark case , the Federal 

Court found that Environment Minister Sussan Ley has a 

common law duty of care to protect younger people 

against future harm from climate change. The case was 

brought by 8 teenagers and their litigation guardian, 86 

year old Brigidine nun, Sister Brigid Arthur. The 

teenagers are trying to stop the proposed expansion of 

the Vickery coal mine in NSW which, if given the go 

ahead, will increase Australia’s carbon footprint by 20%. 

Sr Brigid is the great-aunt of one of our Year 11 

students, Tara Arthur.  

 

SCSA Basketball 

 

The Santa basketball teams have been putting 

themselves out there once again, not only nailing some 

hoops and winning some great games, but finding their 

mojo in terms of team spirit and encouragement. Sports 

captain Katherine Jansen gives us the wrap.  

SantaLink’s Trivia 
Night 

 

If you’re looking for a fun, communal night out, with 

prizes, hilarity, and a chance to mingle with some great 

people, sign up for SantaLink’s Trivia Night, coming up 

on 18 June. Bookings: Trybooking SantaLink Trivia 

Night 

 

 

 

 

 
  

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/may/27/australian-court-finds-government-has-duty-to-protect-young-people-from-climate-crisis
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Sq3t8aJWZEBSZFu_dQPlv3_C4FiT27weYGjUda37EIY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.trybooking.com/763195
https://www.trybooking.com/763195


 

 

And Finally  

 

As National Reconciliation Week draws to a close, we 

acknowledge with great joy the awarding of the Sydney 

Peace Prize to the Uluru Statement from the Heart. This 

is the first time this prestigious award has been given to 

an inanimate object; such is the authority and 

significance of this Statement.  

In short, the Uluru Statement calls for: Voice. Treaty. 

Truth. 

It is addressed to the People of Australia.  

Santa Maria staff reflected on the Uluru Statement as 

part of their communal prayer at the beginning of this 

week.  

 

Our Prayer 

And so, as people of this nation, we pause at this 

important historical juncture, and we pray: 

May we inform ourselves about what First Nations 

peoples are asking of us. 

May we be clear and committed to this unique 

opportunity for change. 

May we be agents of change. 

So many times in our history we have been shamed by 

the ignorance, the ingratitude and the hostility with 

which the invitations towards justice offered by 

Indigenous peoples have been met. 

May we no longer tolerate this. 

May we cross that bridge of indifference, and meet 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples on their 

terms, sharing advocacy with them and shouldering 

together the work of change. 

In this, may we all be transformed. 

May our nation be healed. 

May we stand together on Country that is truly 

reconciled. 

Amen.  

 

 

 

https://ulurustatement.org/the-statement

