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Stepping In. Reaching Out. 
 A Community of Courage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stepping in, Reaching 
out, a Community of 
Courage! 
 

Warm greetings to all in the Santa community and 
welcome to our first College Newsletter for 2021. A 
special welcome to all Year 7 students and families. 
May your journey at Santa be rich and blessed. As 
2021 begins, we celebrate the achievements of our 
outgoing Year 12s, and look forward with courage to 
the challenges and the graces that this year will 
bring. Our College Captains, Mia and Rosie, offer a 
welcome to the new school year.  

 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12rt7eCFM6foaeeZdYZVmBttYJmU58Y7X/view?usp=sharing
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Being Courageous 
Our College theme for this year - Stepping in, Reaching 
out, a Community of Courage! - invites us to consider 
what courage and bravery look like in ordinary, day to day 
situations. In our College liturgy last Friday Acting 
Principal Carolyn McCarthy reflected powerfully on this 
theme.   

 

First First Day 

 

The downpour on the morning of the first day back did 
nothing to dampen the spirits of our new year 7 students. 
A communal acknowledgement of country and prayer in 
the Polding Centre opened the day, followed by welcome 
activities back in the Village. Since then, getting 
connected to the network, locating classrooms and 
navigating timetables have been the go.  But next week is 
the big one! Year 7 camp! Best wishes to all our year 7s as 
they journey to Lake Dewar. We know it will be a blast! 
 

 
 

Last First Day 
 

 

As the Year 7s gathered in Polding our Year 11 and 12 
students were simultaneously gathering in the senior 
Village, with the Year 12s celebrating their ‘Last First Day’ 
of school. May the journey be rich girls, and may it be 
uninterrupted - if that’s not putting too much of a mozz on 
things! 

 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G_n6Yo6JvxuBVkqWfE51UdzwjU6qkRbd/view?usp=sharing
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High Achievers 
Assembly 

 

On Tuesday we celebrated the achievements of the Class 
of 2020. College Duces Ashely Zhu and Grace Ficinus, both 
with an ATAR of 99, gave our current senior girls some 
excellent tips and insights into the important bits of the 
year 12 journey. A number of students had their work 
selected for the State-wide Season of Excellence awards 
and current Learning Captain, Violet Boltin, paid tribute to 
their achievements. Images and a voice over from our 
student artists can be accessed here:  audio, images. The 
achievements of VCAL and VET students were recognised 
as being particularly impressive given the restraints of 
covid. Huge congratulations to the whole Class of 2020!   

 

National Recognition 
for Past Student of 
Santa 

 

Professor Helen O’Connell, a past student of Santa Maria, 
was recently awarded an Officer in the General Division of 
the Order of Australia for distinguished service to 

medicine, medical education and urology. Helen’s 
groundbreaking research in the field of women’s sexuality 
is simply one aspect of an outstanding career. Helen is 
currently director of surgery at Western Health. 
Congratulations, Helen, on this utterly deserved Australia 
Day honour.   

 

First Peoples’ 
Assembly 

Uncle Trevor Gallagher, Santa’s Koorie Education Worker, 
is an elected member of the First Peoples’ Assembly. This 
representative body is the official voice of Victorian 
Aboriginal communities as they journey with the Andrews 
Government towards an historic Treaty. Uncle Trevor 
gives us an update on how things are progressing. 

 

Duke of Ed - Covid 
Style! 
There were lots of challenges for all of us last year, but 
how to complete a demanding program of community 
service, practical and skill-based development, along with 
some serious back-packing adventures, really has to be up 
there! Current year 11 student Elanie Tasseron gives us 
the lowdown on how the Silver Dukes girls did it, while 
year 12 student Cassie Spiliopoulos charts the 
achievements of those going for their Gold Dukes Award.  

 

Year 7 2022 
Enrolments 

A reminder to all families that if you have a younger 
daughter currently in Grade 6 and you have not submitted 
an application form for her enrolment in Year 7 next year, 
please contact Kylie Lawtey on 9488 1630 or call into 
Reception to collect an enrolment form as soon as 
possible. 

Also, if you have a daughter in Grade 5, her application for 
Year 7 2023 is due in August this year. 

  

 
 
 

Ashley Zhu Grace Ficinus 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19CtTqLGC4W4HDfJ7yW-5hl-dLUCTIkg_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MiWoGUtYLM0GI0GIJdYJ-noV3oAM7nRp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XTX4B90HPNiLvqvSrbxKQYt2bPvaH0cZ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.smh.com.au/national/hidden-depth-to-extraordinary-medical-achievements-of-australia-day-award-winners-20210124-p56wfy.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17nakb1Sp__ics8kQV0Xfv6Ai2L9LFUcb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O52iL06onMdJRdWNcdYrmgwBhk-DXUPd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PDRgYjz8Ewx8ofjcMRb8i26rCB--znTC/view?usp=sharing
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Open Day ~ Thursday 11 March 2021 

2:30pm - 6:30pm 

Discover our School on Open Day - an annual event held 
at Santa Maria College. The primary aim of Open Day is 
to showcase what is on offer at the College for 
prospective students. Current students at Santa Maria 
will take you on a tour around the College to discover 
the amazing array of subjects and opportunities that are 
available. Students and staff prepare and facilitate 
activities and displays which provide an insight into life 
at Santa Maria College and what being a ‘Santa Girl’ is 
all about. 

Open Day is not to be missed for any student 
considering enrolment at Santa Maria College.  Please 
share this information with your family and friends who 
are looking to enrol their daughters in the coming years. 

 

And Finally … 
 

At the Opening College Liturgy three students -  Ella (Year 8), Tilly (Year 10), Emma (Year 12) - shared with us their own 
reflections on courage. Below are some of their prophetic words to us. 
 

Have the courage to speak up, courage to say no, courage to stand up for the causes you believe in. 

Negative self-talk and a belief that you’re not good enough can really hold you back. 

The risk of isolation and loneliness is worth it because it brings new opportunities. 

It's easy to stand back and wait for others to approach you...have the courage to approach. 

Courage is contagious people! So please just embrace it and share it round! 

If you let fear overcome you, you will miss out. 

There are injustices we need to stand up against. 

Be brave, be the best you can, stand up for others. 

Amen. 
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