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SANTA MARIA OLD COLLEGIANS ’  ASSOCIATION

Now accepting expressions of interest to join the Santa Maria College Board as a Director. Given the purpose and 
responsibilities of the Board, people with the following backgrounds/ competencies are particularly sought as 
Directors: 

• Tertiary Education
• Strategic Business Development

It is important to recognize that Directors, as well as having some core competency as listed above, need an 
understanding of the ethos of Catholic education and are able to understand how this ethos has a fundamental 
impact on the decision making of the Board. For further information, please refer to the College website.
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One of my favourite scripture passages is The Visitation from 
Luke’s Gospel. This is the encounter between Mary and her cousin 
Elizabeth. Both are unexpectedly pregnant. ‘Life’, quite literally, has 
broken into their lives. 

Whatever we might say about the theological meaning and 
symbolism of this story, its most direct reading is of two women 
at different stages of their lives who experience a profound 
intervention, something so disruptive that the entire trajectory 
of their lives is transformed. Confusion, vulnerability and doubt 
swirl around the experience. And yet, as they greet each other, 
and recognise the ‘yes’ that each has given, the doubt gives way to 
confirmation. They release one another into joy.  

In many ways, this scripture passage also works as a metaphor for 
this COVID inflected year that we have all lived through. When 
major disruptions present themselves, there is always the choice to 
deny, retreat, defend. And yet this is not what has happened within 
the Santa community. 

Like the two great women in this story who trust in the goodness 
of life and the efficacy of God, our community - students, families 
and staff - have reached out for one another and found new points 
of connection through the sharing of fears and vulnerability. We 
have hung on, kept positive, trusted, kept learning and have grown 
in resilience, knowing difficult times would pass because we are a 
people grounded in hope. 

In fact, this is my overarching experience of leading this wonderful 
community over the last ten years. It is certainly true all of my 
interactions with past students throughout my time as Principal. 
In your lives, in your contributions, in your careers and in your 
commitments, you embody the values and spirit of this outstanding 
school. Being a Santa Girl actually means something, and you live 
out this meaning, this call, in all the choices and decisions of  
your lives. 

As I conclude my term as Principal I know I will miss Santa Maria 
deeply, and yet I also know this community is in a wonderful place 
of innovation, creativity, strong leadership and educational growth 

Dear Past Students, 

Deborah M Barker  
Principal
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Opportunity to join the Santa Maria College Board

grounded in values embedded in the Gospels and in the spirit  
of Benedict.  

I have learned much in my role as Principal and have grown 
enormously. I am truly grateful for each day of my ten year term and 
offer deep appreciation to each of you for your support, your care 
and your ongoing belief in this fine school. 

I invite all in our Santa Maria family to enjoy this edition of SMOCA. 
As we enter this season of Advent, may the abundant blessings of 
Sophia, Divine Wisdom, be upon us all.

In peace and gratitude.



Emily Morison’s legal career began in the classrooms of Santa Maria 
College. Today, the former year 12 dux is an accomplished law graduate 
interested in litigation and environmental law.

From the moment she stepped through the gates of Santa Maria 
College, Emily Morison was determined to make the most of every 
learning opportunity. That mindset stayed with her throughout her 
years at the Catholic girls’ school.

“I was quite nervous about entering the world of high school but I felt 
at home at Santa Maria immediately. I loved the gardens and the library 
and I spent a lot of time in those spaces with friends,” recalls Morison.

“I loved being in the classrooms too because my teachers had real 
enthusiasm. They weren’t just ticking off the requirements of the 
syllabus – they wanted us to understand what we were learning. VCE 
English was a favourite subject because my passion was nurtured. I 
don’t think I would have enjoyed writing essays and analysing texts as 
much if it hadn’t been for the enthusiasm of my teachers.”

Morison became part of Santa Maria’s Duke of Edinburgh program 
– one of the first student cohorts at the school to take part in the 
program. She enjoyed volunteering her time at a holiday camp for 
children and families who had experienced trauma and adversity, where 
she took on a role as a buddy to the visiting children and parents.

“Those camps were a powerful experience – it was an opportunity 
to engage with people I wouldn’t have met otherwise,” says Morison. 
“Years after I left Santa, I finished my gold Duke of Ed award because I 
wanted to finish what I started.”

During year 12, Morison was Mission Captain for social justice and 
liturgy and set up a blood donor drive. She was also proud to be 
college dux.

“I wanted to go to university and getting that score was important 
to show me I was on the right track. My education at Santa set me 
up for many things. Having teachers who cared about my academic 
achievement laid the groundwork.”

Morison studied a bachelor of science, majoring in physiology, and 
then undertook a master of laws (juris doctor) at Monash University. 
She worked as a judge’s associate at the Supreme Court of Victoria 
Court of Appeal, before achieving a life goal of studying a master of 
law at the University of Cambridge in the UK.

“After year 12 I studied science because it was broad and I was 
interested in the environment and climate change. But a little later 

The Santa Maria College alumnae 
with a love of learning and the law

I travelled to Spain and walked part of the Camino de 
Santiago pilgrimage. I had a moment of realisation during 
that time and decided I’d like to do law as a way of 
understanding how society works,” says Morison.

Spending nine months studying in Cambridge was a 
highlight. “While I was at Santa, I had a dream of maybe 
going to Oxford or Cambridge one day, so getting into the 
law program was a dream come true. It was the best year 
of my life. I walked around Cambridge thinking ‘wow, I’m 
here’. I had a real sense of achievement,” she says.

Last year, Morison was a coordinator of the Climate Law 
and Governance Initiative Secretariat, which focuses on 
legal and institutional responses to climate change. She 
also attended the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change in Madrid, which she says was another 
dream come true for her. The trip allowed Morison her 
first opportunity to see international law in practice and 
was a chance to learn from leading environmental lawyers 
from around the world.

Now back in Melbourne, she is working at a commercial 
law firm and preparing to be admitted as a solicitor.

“I don’t think I would be where I am today, and I wouldn’t 
have had the experiences I’ve had, if it hadn’t been for the 
way Santa nurtured the pursuit of academic excellence,” 
she says.

“I was always encouraged to do my best and was 
encouraged to believe that I could achieve anything, and 
I’ve carried that forward.”

Alumnae News

Sr Gertrude “Sheila” Kelly sgs, 
Santa Maria student in the 
1930’s, turned 100 in November 
this year.  Sr Gertrude died on 
4th December 2020.

A Milestone 
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Cecily Noonan  (nee Barker)   | Class of 1946    | 11 May 2020

Margaret Rose Leavold (nee Aylward)   | Class of 1945   | 5 July 2020

Wendy Mills      | Class of 1976   |  27 May 2020

Sr Marie Jones sgs     | Class of 1948  | 3 September 2020

Colleen Nardella (nee Friel)    | Class of 1979    | 3 April 2019

Mary Joan Whitty (nee Cullinan)  | Class of 1936   | 22 April 2020

Vale

Good Samaritan Sister Veronica Hoey has been appointed Vicar for 
Religious in the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne, a role which she 
said embraced the Good Sams’ Statement of Directions, calling them 
to “be leaven in fostering ecclesial community”.

“It is a privileged call to use my gifts to contribute in the building of 
ecclesial communities of compassion, mutuality and leadership in 
this particular way,” Veronica said. “Our Statement of Directions also 
invites us to stand with and bring hope to our bruised and grieving 
church.”

The Good Sams have strong links to the role of Vicar for Religious, 
with Sister Elizabeth Delaney currently serving in the Archdiocese of 
Sydney and Sister Bernice McDonnell having previously fulfilled the 
role in Melbourne.

In announcing the appointment, Archbishop Peter A Comensoli said 
Veronica would be well known to many religious in the Archdiocese 
of Melbourne through her involvement in, and leadership of, the 
former Catholic Religious Victoria.

“Veronica has also been involved in various committees and 
professional standards bodies here in Victoria, in particular, the 
Victorian Towards Healing Association and its Professional Standards 
Resource Group,” he said.

Having served on two 
leadership teams in the 
Sisters of the Good 
Samaritan, during 
which time her major 
responsibilities included 
oversight of Health 
and Wellbeing of the 
Sisters and Professional 
Standards, Veronica 
also had pastoral 
oversight for the Sisters 
in Victoria, Japan, the 
Philippines and East 
Timor. Currently, she has 
part-time responsibilities 
as Professional 
Standards Adviser for 
her Congregation and 
is a member of Good 
Samaritan Education 
(MPJP).

Sister Veronica Hoey looks forward to her new role in Melbourne

Feature Article
“In undertaking her new role, Veronica will seek an 
understanding of the distinctive nature of each religious 
congregation in the Archdiocese, in order to collaborate with 
me in my pastoral responsibility for caring for and nurturing 
the religious charisms of the many congregations that serve 
the ecclesial community of the Archdiocese,” Archbishop 
Comensoli said.

Veronica said that over the past 15 years she had had a close 
relationship with many leaders and communities in Melbourne  
and Sydney.

“This experience has given me a good understanding of the 
particular context and culture of the church and the various 
ecclesial communities in which we are called to mission in 
Melbourne at this time,” she said.

She said that through her experience in professional standards 
she hoped to be a resource to support congregations in that 
area, assisting congregational leaders and communities in their 
formation and education on the guiding documents, Integrity 
in Ministry and the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards.

“As his delegate, I will collaborate with Archbishop Peter in his 
pastoral responsibility for caring for and nurturing the religious 
charisms of the many congregations in their diversity that serve 
the ecclesial community of the Archdiocese of Melbourne.”

There are more than 100 religious congregations in Melbourne, 
each with its own charism and cultural context.

“Each congregation brings its particular charism that is a 
gift to the ecclesial community, however that’s expressed in 
community life and mission,” she said.

Veronica said she is particularly looking forward to connecting 
with small or more isolated communities through the Small 
is Beautiful network, a group for supporting and resourcing 
congregations which have very small numbers in Australia.

“Through this network members have opportunities for 
formation and connection through various initiatives where 
they are supporting each other and being nurtured and 
resourced as a group,” she said.

“I also hope, through my role as Vicar, to be able to support 
communities both in times of need and on occasions of 
celebration, and to facilitate and support ways for consecrated 
life and new forms of religious life and governance and cultural 
realities to be nurtured and allowed to flourish.”

Santa M
aria Old Collegians’ Association



Forum 2020 Climate Edition 
In late October a group of Santa students 
from multiple year levels participated 
in this Australia-wide event. Designed 
specifically for girls and young women 
who are considering STEM-related fields 
as a vocation, the Forum included a panel 
of leading female researchers tackling the 
important issues around climate change. 
This line-up female ‘Fellows’ (strange 
phrasing that!!) was impressive, and the 
feedback from the girls was sensational. 
Jess Collins from year 8 shares her 
experience of the day;

A group of Santa Maria students 
participated in the program online with 
the help of Ms Maureen Matthews and 
a number of the science teachers who 
took the time to support us through our 
journey of science and are helping us 
follow our dreams.

Two Santa students, Annie Phung  
(Year 9) and Ananya Chaudhary (Year 9), 
had their questions read out and they 
really challenged the scientists to  
explore their experiences as female 
scientific researchers. 

These female scientists gave us insight 
into the fact that historically, female 
researchers are seldom commended for 
their work and there are often barriers 
to their participation and leadership in 
many fields of science. However, they were 
totally inspiring in terms of challenging 
these obstacles and being prepared to 
follow their passions. The Earth needs 
the very best researchers that the world 
of science can offer, regardless of gender. 
These women are breaking down the 
barriers for girls like us to follow. 

As girls and women, we have a right to 
promote our opinions and stand up for 
what we believe in. We are able to create 
change within the world environmentally, 
socially and economically. 

We were encouraged to fight for  
justice, to help heal the earth, and to 
believe in ourselves and other girls and 
women in the field of scientific research 
and discovery. 

– Jessica Collins (Year 8)

OzGreen Australia teamed up with  
Darebin Council to present a two-day 
online event focused on young people  
and their role in environmental change.  
A small group of students from our Green 
Team joined in, representing the college 
with great enthusiasm, cool ideas, and a  
fair bit of knowledge. Students from 
Northcote High and Parade College also 
attended, so there was lots of sharing of 
local knowledge and experience. Jessica 
Collins from Year 8 was one of the 
participants. She gives great insight into  
the thinking and passions of young  
people, and how they might ‘lead the  
world’ towards a different kind of future. 

“Girls of Santa Maria College are proud 
to speak out into the community, 
contributing positively to processes of 
change through our individual efforts, and 
by working together within the SMC Green 
Team. As our environmental awareness 

grows, we are committed to standing  
“strong and tall” in protecting the rights 
of every discrete human, along with all 
endangered species. As ‘Youth Leading The 
World’ participants, we were challenged to 
come up with objectives and practical ideas 
that we could implement at school and in 
our own lives that could help reverse some 
of the destructive and less sustainable 
practices we have become used to in our 
modern society. Being hopeful and doing 
real things to create real change was the 
focus of this inspiring two-day online event. 

 As Santa Maria girls who are potential 
leaders in both local and global contexts 
regarding environmental issues, we 
approached the day with great motivation 
and enthusiasm. At Santa we are  
encouraged to put ourselves out into the 
world, taking risks to find our individual 
identities. OzGreen valued this approach 
and opened pathways by which we were 

able to be heard and have our concerns  
for a sustainable future taken seriously. 

The Youth Leading the World Program 
gave us a framework by which to make 
practical plans to deepen the ‘greening’ 
of Santa Maria College - a process that is 
already underway.  In practical terms, we 
have sketched out some viable proposals 
that will engage the whole school 
community in shifting not only behaviours 
but also assumptions and attitudes 
regarding our relationship with the Earth. 
We also learnt so much about developing 
doable, achievable goals that can be 
implemented in clear and measurable 
ways. So much needs to change in the 
environmental space. The Youth Leading 
the World Program gave us some 
invaluable tools to make that happen.”

–  Jessica Collins (Year 8)  
on behalf of Green Team

Girls in Science

OzGreen
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The art of performing at their best
With the dedication and support of their 
teachers, Santa Maria College students are 
achieving some of Victoria’s best scores 
in the fields of dance, drama and visual 
communication.

Visual and performing arts are taken 
very seriously at Santa Maria College in 
Melbourne’s artsy Northcote.

The Benedictine Centre is home to a 
dedicated dance studio, drama studio and 
a theatre, with the three areas able to join 
and form one large performance space.

Santa Maria has also attracted 
accomplished performing and visual arts 
teachers whose 2019 cohort of VCE dance, 
drama and visual communication students 
were recognised as some of the most 
talented in the state.

Geoff Baker teaches visual communication 
and joined Santa Maria in 2007. He says 
the focus on visual and performing arts 
has grown year on year.

“We have created great infrastructure  
and great opportunities for our students,” 
says Baker.

“[Students] can create, get involved with 
the design process and the production 
process, and they learn how to collaborate 
in dance and drama – those are all 
wonderful opportunities.”

Visual communication covers 
communication design, industrial design 
and environmental design. In 2019, Santa 

Maria student, Zavia, was awarded A+ 
for her design portfolio and her work 
was included in an exhibition of the 
finest examples of VCE submissions. 
She designed and produced a range 
of products to promote the school’s 
immersion program, where students travel 
to the Philippines to meet communities 
and help at a local kindergarten.

“An A+ and being selected for exhibition 
is the pinnacle for a visual communication 
student. It is one of the highest scores ever 
awarded at Santa Maria for this subject,” 
says Baker.

Kathleen McMenamin teaches VCE drama 
and also saw her 2019 students recognised 
for their hard work. Two students received 
perfect scores of 300 out of 300 for 
their solo performances and one of 
them, Daphne, was selected for Top Class 
Drama where students present their solo 
performance in front of 2,000 people.

“Daphne picked a solo performance called 
The Gothic Spirit. She manipulated mood 
and caricature and created a very funny 
performance but it was also quite chilling,” 
says McMenamin. She began teaching at 
Santa Maria in 2017 and that year, four of 
eight of her VCE drama students attained 
a perfect score.

“The bar has been set very high but that 
creates a culture of achievement. The girls 
know a perfect score is possible and that’s 
what they aim for,” she says.

“Drama helps the girls broaden their 
perspective of the world. They develop 
greater self-confidence and personal 
expressive skills – they become confident 
in their own voices and bodies – and take 
that confidence into the rest of their life.”

VCE dance has also become increasingly 
popular at the school. James Shannon 
began teaching dance at Santa Maria 
College at the start of 2019 and in his first 
year he saw one of his students, Harper, 
receive a perfect score and be invited to 
dance at the Top Class event.

“Harper has been dancing for a long time 
and she had a unique individual movement 
vocabulary. She created a piece inspired by 
fire – the ignition, the flame and then the 
flame burning out. Her ability and artistry 
saw her achieve a high result,”  
says Shannon.

The respected dancer and choreographer 
is pleased to see the increasing number 
of students selecting dance. As well as 
studying technique, students learn how  
to appreciate and critique performances 
and the work of Australian and 
international choreographers.

“When the girls dance I see them step 
outside their comfort zone,” says Shannon.

“They learn what their body is capable 
of. They also understand that dance 
is a language and how to use that to 
communicate with their audience.”

Outstanding Achievements
Santa M

aria Old Collegians’ Association
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Introducing

What is something important 
everyone should know about you? I 
really value connection and getting to 
know new people!  I believe you can 
always learn something from other 
people you meet.  I also love to have 
a good chat and listen about how 
someone’s day is going.

You walk out of school and find a Tattslotto ticket that 
ends up winning $10 million dollars.  What would you do? 
I think if I ever came across a winning ticket, I would want to 
use the opportunity to give the money to charity organisations 
and groups fighting for the rights and equality of young girls’ 
education.  I would also love to assist the Good Samaritan Kinder 
School in Bacolod City!  Even though I could not travel there 
this year, I know that supporting the kinder education of those 
children will assist them to pursue further levels of education in 
the future.

What legacy do you hope to leave the community from 
your time in leadership? My time as a college captain is a 
continuation of a legacy of young women leading our college.  
 I hope that after my time in leadership, I will be remembered  
for being kind and approachable.  I hope that younger Santa girls 
feel that they have a voice in our community which is valued and 
that they have been heard by their peers.  I hope that students 
of all year levels will feel a sense of belonging or connection 
within our college community, and feel empowered to voice 
their thoughts or opinions in the future.

What advice would you give to Year 7s beginning at Santa? 
My advice would be to just try out as many clubs, teams and 
college activities as possible!  There are so many options to 
choose from and those lunchtime meetings or clubs are a great 
way to start getting to know other girls in the cohort but also 
in older year levels.  Whether it be in the art club, debating and 
public speaking club or college production, signing up is a great 
way to make new friends and find people with similar interests  
or hobbies.

Three words to describe you? Three words to describe me 
would be kind, bubbly and supportive.

What is omething important 
everyone should know about you?  
I have a really big family that I love to 
spend time with, especially the little 
kids. I have a big passion for sport, in 
particular netball and AFL (I am a big 
collingwood fan) and I would love to 
travel when I finish school. 

You walk out of school and find a Tattslotto ticket that 
ends up winning $10 million dollars. What would you do? 
I would absolutely love to donate some of the money to a 
charity such as caritas, that I have had such a strong connection 
with through the school. This would provide many people with 
hope, and they work to end poverty and promote justice. Unicef 
is another great organisation, that provides children in third 
world countries with an education which I think is so incredibly 
important in providing hope for young peoples futures. I think it 
would also be really exciting to buy a house in England, where I 
have family to be able to visit them more often. 

What legacy do you hope to leave the community from 
your time in leadership? I hope to leave behind a community 
that is really connected, where everyone feels as though they 
can implement their ideas and be heard. I hope to lead with 
compassion and strength so that I am a figure that people feel 
comfortable to come up and talk to. I also hope to work hard to 
achieve initiatives that can be carried through in future years so 
that every girl feels empowered and as if they belong. 

What advice would you give to Year 7s beginning at Santa? 
I think my biggest piece of advice would be to get involved! 
To make the most out of your first year at high school and try 
out lots of different events, clubs and opportunities that Santa 
has to offer. Year 7 is such a crazy year filled with excitement, 
but also a lot of nervousness, so just know that the community 
around you is there to support you and help you make your way 
around the school. Make sure to have fun and do the things that 
make you happy. Try to meet lots of new people and try to build 
many relationships. 

Three words to describe you? Three words to describe me 
are determined, affable and compassionate.

Introducting our College Captains— Mia Spiteri and Rosie Jones. Please enjoy learning a little more about these two fantastic 
young women.

our 2021 College Leaders

Mia Spiteri Rosie Jones

We are so thrilled to be able to provide an avenue to share stories through our SMOCA newsletter. We are always looking  
out for new and exciting stories to share, so if you have a story you think our community should celebrate, whether it is a  
recent celebration, a photo with friends or family, or perhaps a significant award or milestone, please send us an email; 
 kylie.lawtey@santamaria.vic.edu.au

Share Your News
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A celebration for past students from all Year groups.

2021 Annual Reunion
Sunday, 28 February 2021 

2.00pm – 4.00pm

These plans are pending COVID restrictions, more information will be available in 2021.

Santa Maria College

Santa M
aria Old Collegians’ Association



 

 

 

 

 
  

    
 

 

50 Separation Street Northcote VIC 3070
Tel: 9488 1600  |  www.santamaria.vic.edu.au

GIRLS. FUTURE. READY!
Santa Maria empowers girls and young women to be fearless 
in their learning, to stand together on issues of equity, 
diversity and justice, and to take their rightful place in 
society. At Santa Maria we o�er a distinctive education that 
nurtures the whole person and prepares students for life in 
the 21st century. This instils confidence and enables our girls 
to be the best version of themselves.

@SantaMaria_Melb
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