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Dare to do as 
much as you 
are  able. 
 

Our School 
Santa Maria College is an 
independent Catholic 
Secondary School for girls. It 
was established by the Sisters 
of the Good Samaritan of the 
Order of Saint Benedict in 
Northcote in 1904. The school 
currently has around 920 
students. 
The values of the Sisters of the 
Good Samaritan Order give 
direction to our College 
community. We nurture well-
informed, articulate and 
independent young women who 
are energised by the Word of God 
and respond to the challenge of the 
real world with spirit and 
compassion. 
Santa Maria College encourages 
students to cultivate their talents in 
a safe and happy environment. Our 
girls understand the importance of 
balancing the pursuit of academic 
excellence with emotional, spiritual 
and physical wellbeing. They have a 
love of learning, which is nurtured 
in first-class facilities, by 
dedicated staff. We have a robust 
and challenging curriculum. We 
are proud to offer the 
International Baccalaureate Middle 
Years Program as a candidate 
school. We provide a diverse and 
challenging co-curricular program. 
By immersing themselves in our 
dynamic educational community, 
students experience success 
academically and in other facets of 
life. 
 

Our Vision 
Santa Maria College is a Catholic 
school in the Benedictine tradition. 
Our students will be strong, 
compassionate and independent 
women who are critical thinkers 
and seek to live out Gospel values 
with integrity, hope and joy. 
 

Our Mission 
Santa Maria College is a Catholic 
secondary school for girls, founded 
by the Sisters of the Good Samaritan 
in 1904. Our educational endeavours 
seek to nurture a search for truth, a 
spirit of inquiry and a deep love of 
learning. The life and teachings of 
Jesus energise our community and 
permeate all that we do. The parable 
of the Good Samaritan with its spirit 
of welcome, love, service and 
compassion gives a particular 
emphasis to the way we live out our 
Gospel challenge in this community. 
We celebrate our diversity by 
developing critical social awareness 
and a reverence and responsibility 
towards all creation. In this 
educational environment we strive 
to nurture an atmosphere of trust 
and hope where our students are 
accepted, affirmed, encouraged and 
challenged to grow to their full 
potential. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Santa Maria College is a school for girls founded in the Benedictine/Good Samaritan traditions. Our Catholic faith 
calls us to embrace the contemporary world with a Catholic imagination and a hope filled view of the human 
person and all of creation. As a community of learners, we believe that learning brings hope. We see learning as 
a journey of endless possibilities, where students are energised to seek meaning and explore questions about 
the world around them. 
  
At the heart of our Catholic school is the desire for every student to flourish across the religious, physical, social, 
cognitive and emotional domains. Students have experienced the MYP from Year 7 - 10, and across these years 
they have developed the skills of inquiry that prepares them very well for the transition into their senior 
pathways: whether it be VCE or VCAL programs.  Our approach is to continue to encourage development in the 
following dimensions: 
 

 Knowledge – What students know and understand 

 Skills – How students use what they know 

 Character – How students behave and engage with the world 

 Metalearning – How students reflect and adapt to changing situations 
 
To this end, Santa Maria College also strives to continue to challenge and support all members of the community 
to: 
 

 develop their innate capacity and abilities 

 be innovative and creative 

 integrate an awareness and knowledge of Indigenous Australian cultures 

 embrace teaching & learning pedagogies suited to the learning styles of girls. 
  
The compulsory courses in Religious Education recognise the centrality of the Gospel values and Catholic faith, 
the Good Samaritan and Benedictine tradition to all that happens at Santa Maria College. 
 
A wide range of options are provided for students in Years 11 and 12, including the VCE and VCAL pathways, 
further tailoring to individual needs with the incorporation of a VET subject in VCE, and VET and / or an SBAT in 
VCAL.  It is crucial that all students select units and programs based on interests and talents, thus creating an 
individual pathway to their future career. The formal Transition program that occurs in Term 3 is designed to 
support students and families in this process of discernment. Please note, the College reserves the right to not 
offer a subject in 2021 if there is not an adequate level of student interest. 
  
Student learning is most effective when students know their strengths and interests and can undertake a course 
of study that utilises these. When using this guide, students can also view subjects through the lens of job clusters 
as identified by the Foundations of Young Australians, FYA. This enables students to consider which skills best 
prepare them for the type of job they may wish to pursue in the future. These job clusters are also linked to the 
Morrisby Attributes data that you will receive from the testing. Our course information comes directly from VCAA 
and the study guides. Throughout the handbook, you will come across           - VCAA icon. Clicking on this icon will 
lead you directly to the specific study guide for the subject.  
 
I wish to express my appreciation to the College staff for their input into devising and implementing these 
programmes for our students. 
 
 
Mr Jeremy Otto 
Deputy Principal – Learning and Teaching  
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LEARNING PATHWAYS 
 
The different options available to you as you move into the senior years at secondary school and beyond is 
described as “pathways”. There are many options available to you at Years 11 and 12 and very often the options 
you select are influenced by what you would like to do when you finish secondary school. This may mean going 
on to study at University, a TAFE College or a Private Provider. It may be taking on a traineeship or apprenticeship 
or moving into full-time work. The program of study you select at Year 11 and 12 needs to be designed to allow 
you to achieve the goals you have set for yourself.  
 
If you are yet to decide which “pathway” is the right one for you, you will need to select a program of study that 
keeps your options open and your pathways flexible. You also need to be investigating and researching the 
options available to you.  
 
In Year 11 & 12 at Santa Maria College there are two senior programs to choose from: 
 
VCE – Victorian Certificate of Education, and 
VCAL – Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning  
N.B. VET – Vocational Education and Training can be included as part of VCE or VCAL 
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JOB CLUSTERS 
When using this guide, students can also view subjects through the lens of job clusters as identified by the 
Foundations of Young Australians, FYA (https://www.fya.org.au/). This enables students to consider which skills 
best prepare them for the type of job they may wish to pursue in the future. These job clusters are also linked to 
the Morrisby Attributes data that you will receive from the Morrisby Test.  
 
 

 
 
Ref: “The New Work Mindset”, The Foundation for Young Australians  

https://www.fya.org.au/
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SUBJECT SELECTION PROCESS 
 

 

SUBJECT SELECTION TIMELINE 

Tuesday 12 May Morrisby Online Testing Families and students will receive the 
Morrisby report which can assist in 
subject selection for 2021 

Tuesday 16 June Senior Pathways Information Session 
 

Year 10 students will be provided with 
an electronic copy of the Senior 
Pathways Handbook 2021-2022. A copy 
will also be placed on the Parent Access 
Module (PAM). 

Thursday 18 – Friday 19 
June 

Future Directions Program Subject Information Sessions  

Thursday 16 July Family Teacher Interviews – 2:30pm  to 
8:00pm 

Opportunity to discuss possible Year 11 
subjects and pathways with your 
daughter’s current Year 10 teachers 

Tuesday 21 July Senior Pathways Information Evening – 
7:00pm 

Formal presentation about the 
pathways available to students and an 
opportunity to speak to staff from each 
subject area. 

Tuesday 28 – Thursday 
30 July 

Family Interviews Parent/student/member of Transition 
Team interview to discuss student 
choices and proposed pathway. 

Tuesday 28 August Web Preference Online opens 
 

Students enter their choices online 

Friday 14 August 
(12.00pm) 

Web Preference Online closes 
 

 

Monday 24 August 
 

Subject Selection Web Preferences 
receipt 

Students submit printout of studies 
entered into Web Preferences to their 
Village Learning Leader (signed by 
parent) 

 

 

The due date for the submission of subjects for a 2021 Year 11 program is Friday 14 August. As students submit 
their applications online, they will be recorded with the date of submission.  To assist with the College’s staffing 
and timetable process, no subject changes can be made until the conclusion of Transition Week. Any submissions 
made after 14 August will be considered as late, and this may impact on a student’s program being timetabled 
as initially requested. 
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SUBJECTS AVAILABLE IN 2021 
Summary of VCE subjects available at Santa Maria College in 2021 

LEARNING AREA SUBJECT UNIT 1 UNIT 2 UNITS 3 & 4 

English English    

English Language    
Literature    

Health & Physical 
Education 

Health and Human Development      
Physical Education      

Humanities Business Management      
Australian and Global Politics     
Global Politics     
History: 20th Century    
History: Revolutions      
Legal Studies      

Languages other than 
English (LOTE) 

Italian     
Japanese     

Mathematics General Mathematics    
Further Mathematics     
Mathematical Methods     
Specialist Mathematics     

Religious Education 
Religion and Society   *   *    
Texts and Traditions    *    

Science Biology      

Chemistry     
Physics     
Psychology      

Technology Food Studies    
Product Design Technology    

The Arts Dance    
Drama    
Media    
Music Performance    
Studio Arts    
Visual Communication Design    

 
 

 Refers to a Unit 3/4 subject that may be studied by Year 11 students.  

 Please note that all VCE students in Year 12 need to complete 5 Unit 3/4 subjects. 

  * Unit 1 Religion and Society is completed in Year 10, Unit 2 Religion and Society and Unit 2 Texts and Traditions are completed  
 over the year 

N.B: The College reserves the right to not offer a subject in 2021 if there is not an adequate level of student interest.  
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ENGLISH 
 
English is a compulsory VCE subject 
 
 
 
Any one of three English subjects fulfils this requirement: 
 

English / English as an Additional Language 

VCE English focusses on how English language is used to create 

meaning in written, spoken and multimodal texts of varying 

complexity. Literary texts selected for study are drawn from the 

past and present, from Australia and from other cultures. Other 

texts are selected for analysis and presentation of argument. The 

study is intended to meet the needs of students with a wide range 

of expectations and aspirations, including those for whom English is 

an additional language. 

 

Literature 

VCE Literature focusses on the meaning derived from texts, the 

relationship between texts, the contexts in which texts are 

produced and read, and the experiences the reader brings to the 

texts. 

 

English Language 

VCE English Language explores the ways in which language is used 

by individuals and groups and reflects our thinking and values. 

Learning about language helps us to understand ourselves, the 

groups with which we identify and the society we inhabit. The study 

of English Language enables students to understand the structures, 

features and discourses of written and spoken texts through the 

systematic and objective deconstruction of language in use. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH / ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
 

LITERATURE  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
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ENGLISH 
 

Rationale 

The study of English contributes to the development of literate individuals capable of critical and creative 
thinking, aesthetic appreciation and creativity. This study also develops students’ ability to create and analyse 
texts, moving from interpretation to reflection and critical analysis. Through engagement with texts from the 
contemporary world and from the past, and using texts from Australia and from other cultures, students 
studying English become confident, articulate and critically aware communicators and  
further develop a sense of themselves, their world and their place within it.  
 

 
 
 
UNIT 1 
 
In this unit, students read and respond to texts 
analytically and creatively. They analyse arguments 
and the use of persuasive language in texts and 
create their own texts intended to position 
audiences. Students develop their skills in creating 
written, spoken and multimodal texts. 
 
Area of Study 1:  Reading and creating texts 

Area of Study 2:  Analysing and presenting argument 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 
● read and respond to texts analytically and 

creatively 
● provide textual evidence to support their views 
● analyse arguments and the use of persuasive 

language in texts 
 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

● Text responses 
● Creative responses 
● Analysis of language 
● Oral presentation 
● End of unit exam 
 
UNIT 2 
 
In this unit students compare the presentation of 
ideas, issues and themes in texts. They analyse 
arguments presented and the use of persuasive 
language in texts and create their own texts 
intended to position audiences. Students develop 
their skills in creating written, spoken and 
multimodal texts. 
 
Area of Study 1:  Reading and comparing texts 

Area of Study 2:  Analysing and presenting argument 

 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 
● compare the presentation of ideas, issues and 

themes in two texts. 
● use textual evidence appropriately to support 

analytical responses 
● identify and analyse language and other 

features used to persuade an audience to share 
a point of view 

● create texts using language and other features 
to persuade an audience to share a point of view 
 

EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

● Comparative essays 
● Written presentation of a point of view 
● End of unit examination 
 
UNIT 3 
 
In this unit students read and respond to texts 
analytically and creatively. They analyse arguments 
and the use of persuasive language in texts. 
 
Area of Study 1:  Reading and creating texts  

Area of Study 2:  Analysing argument 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 
● read and respond to texts analytically and 

creatively 
● provide textual evidence to support their views 
●  analyse arguments and the use of persuasive 

language in texts,  
 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

● Text responses 
● Creative responses 
● Analysis of language 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/english/2016EnglishEALSD.pdf
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UNIT 4 
In this unit students compare the presentation of 
ideas, issues and themes in texts. They create an oral 
presentation intended to position audiences about 
an issue currently debated in the media. 
 
Area of Study 1:  Reading and comparing texts 

Area of Study 2:  Presenting argument 
 
On completion of this unit, students should be able 
to: 
● explain and analyse similarities and differences 

between texts in the presentation of related 
ideas, issues and themes  

● Explain and analyse the choices made by 
authors to convey particular perspectives 

● apply the conventions of oral presentation in 
the delivery of spoken texts  

●  develop reasoned arguments in oral form  
●  conduct research to support the development 

of arguments on particular issues and 
acknowledge sources accurately and 
appropriately where relevant 

 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Units 3 and 4 – 
50% 

● End of year external written examination – 50% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE 
For Units 1 and 2, provision for English as an 
Additional Language (EAL) students is a matter for 
school decision. For Units 3 and 4, EAL students 
need to meet the VCAA criteria for enrolment in VCE 
EAL. Schools should refer to the current year’s VCE 
and VCAL Administrative Handbook for advice about 
student eligibility for EAL in Units 3 and 4. EAL 
students should undertake the study as outlined in 
this study design. Schools should note where 
different requirements for EAL students are 
indicated. 
 
Reading and creating texts 
Assessment will be based on an analytical response 
to one of two texts selected from the English/EAL 
Text List published by the VCAA. Questions provided 
will be modified for EAL learners. 
 
Analysing argument 
Assessment will be based on a demonstration of 
understanding of an unseen text/s, and analysis of 
argument and the use of persuasive language in the 
unseen text/s. The unseen text/s provided will be 
modified for EAL learners. 
 
Listening to texts 
Assessment will be based on comprehension of 
unfamiliar spoken text/s. 
 

ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Units 3 and 4 – 
50% 

● End of year external written examination – 50% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

JOB CLUSTERS 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/handbook/2020/VCEVCALAdminHandbook052020.pdf
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/handbook/2020/VCEVCALAdminHandbook052020.pdf
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LITERATURE 

Rationale 

VCE Literature provides opportunities for students to develop their awareness of other people, places and 
cultures and explore the way texts represent the complexity of human experience. Students examine the 
evolving and dialogic nature of texts, the changing contexts in which they were produced and notions of value. 
They develop an understanding and appreciation of literature, and an ability to reflect critically  
on the aesthetic and intellectual aspects of texts. 
 

 
UNIT 1:  Approaches to literature 
 
In this unit students focus on the ways in which the 
interaction between text and reader creates 
meaning. Students’ analyses of the features and 
conventions of texts help them develop increasingly 
discriminating responses to a range of literary forms 
and styles. 
 
Area of Study 1: Reading Practices 

Area of Study 2: Ideas and Concerns in Texts 
 
On completion of this unit, students should be able 
to: 

 Discuss the ways conventions, techniques, 

language patterns, style and diction of texts can 

guide readers to meaning in print and non-print 

texts 

 Analyse the significance of characters and 

settings and events featured in the texts in 

shaping reader response 

 Identify the structures and linguistic and literary 

features of particular forms of text 

 Develop critical responses through examining 
the patterns of language used in the text 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Passage analysis 

 Analysis of a variety of texts studied 

 Comparison of a novel or play and its adaptation 
into film or television 

 End of unit examination (two hours) 
 
 
UNIT 2: Contexts and connections 
 
In this unit students explore the ways literary texts 
connect with each other and with the world. They 
deepen their examination of the ways their own 
culture and the cultures represented in texts can 
influence their interpretations and shape different 
meanings. 

 
Area of Study 1: The text, the reader and their 
contexts 

Area of Study 2: Exploring connections between texts 
 
On completion of this unit, students should be able 
to: 

 Identify the ways language in the text reveals a 

past era and/or different culture 

 Examine the ways in which characters, setting, 

events and ideas convey the social and cultural 

concerns of a past era and/or different culture 

 Discuss features of society and the ideas and 

behaviour which the text appears to reflect or 

endorse, challenge or question 

 Analyse how the text reflects its social and 

cultural contexts 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Essay 

 Written creation of an alternative ending or 
scene 

 Close analysis of selected extracts 

 Comparative study of texts 

 End of unit examination (two hours) 
 
 
UNIT 3: Form and transformation 
 
In this unit students consider how the form of a text 
affects meaning, and how writers construct their 
texts. 
 
Area of Study 1:  Adaptations and transformations 

Area of Study 2:  Creative responses to texts 
On completion of this unit, students should be able 
to: 
● develop critical responses  
● discuss how the features and conventions of the 

text contribute to meaning 
● explore, interpret and reflect on different ideas 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/literature/2016LiteratureSD.pdf
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and values represented in literature  
● apply understanding of literary criticism to their 

reading of text/s  
 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

● A written response that compares and analyses 
the forms of different texts and how their forms 
influences meaning.  

● A creative response to text 
● A reflection connecting the creative response 

with the original text 
 

 
UNIT 4: Interpreting texts 
 
In this unit students develop critical and analytic 
responses to texts. They consider the context of 
their responses to texts as well as the ideas explored 
in the texts, the style of the language and points of 
view. They investigate literary criticism informing 
both the reading and writing of texts. 
 
Area of Study 1:  Literary perspectives 

Area of Study 2:  Close analysis 
 
On completion of this unit, students should be able 
to: 
● discuss how certain passages in a text can reveal 

developments in a text  
● analyse the features of a text and make 

appropriate connections between them  
● analyse how key passages and features in a text 

contribute to an interpretation  
● synthesise the various elements of the text into 

a coherent view 
 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

● An interpretative essay  
● A passage analysis 
 

ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Units 3 and 4 – 
50% 

● End of year external written examination – 50% 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Rationale 

The study of English Language enables students to further develop and refine their skills in reading, writing, 
listening to and speaking English. Students learn about personal and public discourses in workplaces, fields of 
study, trades and social groups. In this study students read widely to develop their analytical skills and 
understanding of linguistics. Students are expected to study a range of texts, including publications and public 
commentary about language in print and multimodal form. Students also observe and discuss  
contemporary language in use, as well as consider a range of written and spoken texts. 
 

 
 
 
UNIT 1:  Language and Communication 
 
In this unit, students consider the way language is 
organised so that its users have the means to make 
sense of their experiences and to interact with 
others.  
 
Area of Study 1:  The nature and functions of 
language 

Area of Study 2:  Language acquisition 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to identify and describe primary aspects of the 
nature and functions of human language. 
 
They should be able to: 

 Identify key linguistic concepts as they relate to 
the nature and functions of language 

 Use metalanguage appropriately to describe 
and analyse language acquisition and language 
use in an objective and systematic way 

 Compare written texts with transcripts of 
spoken English and analyse the nature and 
functions of each 

 Read a phonetic transcription of English, using 
the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 An essay 
 An analysis 
 Short answer test 
 End of unit examination 
 
 
UNIT 2:  Language Change 
 
In this unit, students focus on language change. 
Languages are dynamic and change is an inevitable 

and continuous process. Students consider factors 
contributing to the spread of English.  
 
Area of Study 1:  English across time 

Area of Study 2:  Englishes in contact 
 
On completion of this unit, the student should be 
able to describe language change as represented in 
a range of texts and analyse a range of attitudes to 
language change. 
 
They should be able to: 

 Define key linguistic concepts as they relate to 
the changing nature of English 

 Trace etymologies in appropriate sources 

 Explore changes in English language over time 
and as explored in texts and also as developed 
in different regions 

 Apply knowledge of the evolution of English to 
hypothesise possibilities for the future of English 

 Define key linguistic concepts as they relate to 
English as a world language 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 An essay 
 An analysis 
 End of unit examination 
 
 
UNIT 3:  Language Variation and Social Purpose 
 
In this unit students investigate English language in 
the Australian social setting, along a continuum of 
informal and formal registers.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Informal language 

Area of Study 2:  Formal language 
 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/englishlanguage/2016EnglishLanguageSD.pdf
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On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to identify and analyse distinctive features of 
formal and informal language in written and spoken 
texts. 
 
They should be able to: 

 Define key linguistic concepts as they relate to 
formal and informal language usage 

 Use key concepts and metalanguage 
appropriately to describe and analyse spoken 
and written texts in a systematic and objective 
way 

 Analyse the effects and contexts of language 
choices 

 Analyse the nature, feature and functions of 
informal/formal written texts and transcripts of 
informal/formal spoken English 

 Evaluate features of language in the public 
domain 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 An essay 
 An analysis 
 
 
UNIT 4:  Language Variation and Identity 
 
In this unit, students focus on the role of language in 
establishing and challenging different identities.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Language variation in Australian 
society 

Area of Study 2:  Individual and group identities 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to investigate and analyse varieties of 
Australian English and attitudes towards them. 
 
They should be able to: 

 Use key linguistic concepts and metalanguage 
appropriately to discuss language variation and 
identity and how this is constructed in an 
objective and systematic way 

 Use key linguistic concepts and metalanguage 
appropriately to analyse attitudes to varieties of 
Australian English in an objective and systematic 
way  

 Use key linguistic concepts and metalanguage 
appropriately to discuss the relationship 
between the many different language variations 

of English and its connection to individual/group 
identity 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 An essay 
 An analysis 
 
 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Units 3 and 4 – 
50% 

● End of year external written examination – 50% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
 
 

VCE Health and Human Development examines health and 

wellbeing, and human development as dynamic concepts, subject 

to a complex interplay of biological, sociocultural and 

environmental factors, many of which can be modified by health 

care and other interventions. 

 

VCE Physical Education explores the complex interrelationships 

between anatomical, biomechanical, physiological and skill 

acquisition principles to understand their role in producing and 

refining movement, and examines behavioural, psychological, 

environmental and sociocultural influences on performance and 

participation in physical activity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
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HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

Rationale 

VCE Health and Human Development provides students with broad understandings of health and wellbeing 
that reach far beyond the individual. Students learn how important health and wellbeing is to themselves and 
to families, communities, nations and global society. Students explore the complex interplay of biological, 
sociocultural and environmental factors that support and improve health and wellbeing  
and those that put it at risk.  
 

 
 
 
UNIT 1:  Understanding health and wellbeing 
 
In this unit students identify personal perspectives 
and priorities relating to health and wellbeing, and 
enquire into factors that influence health attitudes, 
beliefs and practices, including among Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islanders.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Health perspectives and influences 

Area of Study 2:  Health and nutrition 

Area of Study 3:  Youth health and wellbeing 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Explain multiple dimensions of health and 
wellbeing, explain indicators used to measure 
health status and analyse factors that 
contribute to variations in health status of 
youth 

 Apply nutrition knowledge and tools to the 
selection of food and the evaluation of 
nutrition information 

 Interpret data to identify key areas for 
improving youth health and wellbeing, and plan 
for action by analysing one particular area in 
detail 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Case study analysis 

 Data analysis 

 Test 
 
 
UNIT 2:  Managing health and development 
 
This unit investigates transitions in health and 
wellbeing, and development, from lifespan and 
societal perspectives. Students look at changes and 
expectations that are part of the progression from 
youth to adulthood.  

Area of Study 1:  Developmental transitions 

Area of Study 2:  Health care in Australia 
 
On completion of this unit, students should be able 
to: 

 Explain developmental changes in the 
transition from youth to adulthood, analyse 
factors that contribute to healthy development 
during prenatal and early childhood stages of 
the lifespan and explain health and wellbeing as 
an intergenerational concept 

 Describe how to access Australia’s health 
system, explain how it promotes health and 
wellbeing in their local community, and analyse 
a range of issues associated with the use of new 
and emerging health procedures and 
technologies 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Written response 

 Multimedia presentation 

 Oral presentation 
 
 
UNIT 3 – Australia’s health in a globalised world 
 
This unit looks at health, wellbeing and illness as 
multidimensional, dynamic and subject to different 
interpretations and contexts. Students begin to 
explore health and wellbeing as a global concept and 
to take a broader approach to inquiry.  
 
Area of study 1:  Understanding health and 
wellbeing 

Area of study 2:  Promoting health and wellbeing 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Explain the complex, dynamic and global nature 
of health and wellbeing, interpret and apply 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/healthandhumandevelopment/2018HealthHumDevSD.pdf
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Australia’s health status data and analyse 
variations in health status 

 Explain changes to public health approaches, 
analyse improvements in population health over 
time and evaluate health promotion strategies 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 Written report 

 Data analysis 

 Test 
 
 
UNIT 4 – Health and human development in a global 
context 
 
This unit examines health and wellbeing, and human 
development in a global context. Students use data 
to investigate health status and burden of disease in 
different countries, exploring factors that contribute 
to health inequalities between and within countries, 
including the physical, social and economic 
conditions in which people live.  
 
Area of study 1:  Health and wellbeing in a global 
context 

Area of study 2:  Health and Sustainable 
Development Goals 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Analyse similarities and differences in health 
status and burden of disease globally and the 
factors that contribute to differences in health 
and wellbeing 

 Analyse relationships between the SDGs and 
their role in the promotion of health and human 
development, and evaluate the effectiveness of 
global aid programs 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 Case study analysis 

 Written report 

 Test 
 
 
 

ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Units 3 and 4 – 
50% 

● End of year external written examination – 50% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Rationale 

The study of VCE Physical Education enables students to integrate a contemporary understanding of the 
theoretical underpinnings of performance and participation in physical activity with practical application. 
Through engagement in physical activities, VCE Physical Education enables students to develop the knowledge 
and skills required to critically evaluate influences that affect their own and others’  
performance and participation in physical activity.  
 

 
 
 
UNIT 1:  The human body in motion 
 
In this unit students explore how the 
musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems work 
together to produce movement. Students 
investigate the role and function of the main 
structures in each system and how they respond to 
physical activity, sport and exercise. They explore 
enablers and barriers to participation in physical 
activity. 
 
Area of study 1:  How does the musculoskeletal 
system work to produce movement? 

Area of study 2:  How does the cardiorespiratory 
system function at rest and during physical activity? 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Collect and analyse information from, and 
participate in, a variety of practical activities to 
explain how the musculoskeletal system 
functions and its limiting conditions, and 
evaluate the ethical and performance 
implications of the use of practices and 
substances that enhance human movement 

 Collect and analyse information from, and 
participate in, a variety of practical activities to 
explain how the cardiovascular and respiratory 
systems function and the limiting conditions of 
each system, and discuss the ethical and 
performance implications of the use of practices 
and substances to enhance the performance of 
these two systems 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Written Report 

 Data Analysis 

 Case Study 

 Structured Questions 
 
 

UNIT 2:  Physical activity, sport and society 
 
This unit develops students’ understanding of 
physical activity, sport and society from a 
participatory perspective. Through participation in 
physical activity they understand the impact 
sedentary behaviour has in their own health and 
wellbeing as well as in different population groups.  
 
Area of study 1:  What are the relationships 
between physical activity, sport, health and society? 

Area of study 2:  What are the contemporary issues 
associated with physical activity and sport? 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 Collect and analyse data related to individual 
and population levels of participation in physical 
activity and sedentary behaviour to create, 
undertake and evaluate an activity plan that 
meets the physical activity and sedentary 
behaviour guidelines for an individual or a 
specific group 

 Apply a social-ecological framework to research, 
analyse and evaluate a contemporary issue 
associated with participation in physical activity 
and/or sport in a local, national or global setting 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Case Study Analysis 

 Data Analysis 

 Multimedia Presentation 

 Oral Presentation 

 Test 

 Written Response 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/physicaledu/2017PhysicalEducationSD.pdf
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UNIT 3:  Movement skills and energy for physical 
activity 
 
This unit introduces students to the biomechanical 
and skill acquisition principles used to analyse 
human movement skills and energy production from 
a physiological perspective. Students analyse 
movement skills and apply biomechanical principles 
to improve and refine movement in practical 
activities and how this can lead to improved 
performance. 
 
Area of study 1:  How are movement skills 
improved? 

Area of study 2:  How does the body produce 
energy? 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Collect and analyse information from, and 
participate in, a variety of physical activities to 
develop and refine movement skills from a 
coaching perspective, through the application of 
biomechanical and skill acquisition principles 

 Use data collected in practical activities to 
analyse how the major body and energy systems 
work together to enable movements to occur, 
and explain the factors causing fatigue and 
suitable recovery strategies 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 A practical laboratory report 
 A case study analysis 
 A data analysis 
 A visual presentation 
 A multimedia presentation 
 
 
UNIT 4:  Training to improve performance 
 
In this unit students analyse movement skills from a 
physiological, psychological and sociocultural 
perspective, and apply relevant training principles 
and methods to improve performance within 
physical activity at an individual, club and elite level. 
Students analyse skill frequencies, movement 
patterns, heart rates and work to rest ratios to 
determine the requirements of an activity. Students 
consider the physiological, psychological and 

sociological requirements of training to design and 
evaluate an effective training program.  
Area of study 1 – What are the foundations of an 
effective training program? 

Area of study 2 – How is training implemented to 
effectively to improve fitness? 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Analyse data from an activity analysis and fitness 
tests to determine and assess the fitness 
components and energy system requirements 
of the activity 

 Participate in a variety of training methods, and 
design and evaluate training programs to 
enhance specific fitness components 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 A written report 
 A reflective folio 
 A case study analysis 
 A data analysis 
 Structured questions 
 
 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Units 3 and 4 – 
50% 

● End of year external written examination – 50% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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HUMANITIES 
 
 
 
 

Santa Maria offers a variety of subjects within the Humanities field; 

Accounting, Australian and Global Politics, Business Management, 

History and Legal Studies. 

 

Each of these subjects offers students important insights into the 

world around them through understanding history and society from 

both a local and international context as well as becoming aware of 

relevant aspects such as laws and finances that will influence their 

lives now and into the future.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AUSTRALIAN AND GLOBAL POLITICS  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
  

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
 

HISTORY  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
 

LEGAL STUDIES  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
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AUSTRALIAN AND GLOBAL POLITICS 

Rationale 

VCE Australian and Global Politics offers students the opportunity to engage with key political, social and 
economic issues, and to become informed citizens, voters and participants in their local, national and 
international communities. Australian Politics increases awareness of the nature of power and its influence. It 
allows students to become informed observers of, and active participants in, their political system. As students 
begin to think critically, they recognise that democratic ideals are often difficult to achieve in practice. Global 
Politics provides students with an insight into the political, social, cultural and economic forces that shape our 
rapidly changing world. Students develop a critical understanding of the world in which they live 
and of contemporary global issues. 
 

 
 

AUSTRALIAN AND GLOBAL POLITICS (UNITS 1AND 2) 

UNIT 1:  Ideas, actors and power 
 

In this unit students are introduced to the key ideas 
relating to the exercise of political power. They 
explore how these ideas shape political systems and 
in particular the characteristics of liberalism. They 
consider the nature of power in Australian 
democracy and in a non- democratic political 
system.  
 

Area of Study 1:  Power of Ideas 

Area of Study 2:  Political actors and power 
 

On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Define and explain key terms and concepts 
relating to political actors in Australia  

 Explain the particular roles and functions of 
political parties, interest groups and the media 
in the Australian political system  

 Analyse the impact and influence of political 
actors on participation in the Australian 
political system  

 Analyse case studies of political parties and 
interest groups, considering their roles, 
functions, influence and participation compare 
the roles and functions of media platforms in 
relation to a contemporary political issue 
analyse contemporary issues about and case 
studies of political actors  

 

EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 a PowerPoint or interactive presentation  

 a research report  

 a case study  

 an essay  

 short-answer questions  

 extended-response questions  

UNIT 2: Global connections 
 
This unit introduces students to the global 
community and the global actors that are part of this 
community. Students explore the myriad ways lives 
have been affected by the increased 
interconnectedness – the global links – of the world 
through the process of globalisation. Students 
consider the extent to which global actors cooperate 
and share visions and goals as part of the global 
community. They investigate the ability of the global 
community to manage areas of global cooperation 
and to respond to issues of global conflict and 
instability. 
 
Area of Study 1:  Global links 

Area of Study 2:  Global cooperation and conflict 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Define and explain key global politics terms and 
use them in the appropriate context 

 Investigate and explain the nature of particular 
global issues  

 Explain the involvements of global actors in 
global issues  

 Analyse the effectiveness of global responses 
to particular global issues  

 Analyse the challenges to resolution of global 
issues  

 Use detailed case studies to support analysis of 
global issues 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 an oral presentation such as a podcast or video 

 a wiki or blog  

 a social media campaign  

 a PowerPoint or interactive presentation  

 a research report  

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/politics/2018AustGlobalPoliticsSD.pdf
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 a case study  

 an essay  

 short-answer questions  
 
 

GLOBAL POLITICS (UNITS 3 AND 4) 

UNIT 3:  Global actors 
 
In this unit students investigate the key global actors 
of contemporary global politics. They use evidence 
to analyse the key global actors and their aims, roles 
and power. They develop an understanding of the 
key actors through an in-depth examination of the 
concepts of national interests and power as they 
relate to the state, and the way in which ONE Asia-
Pacific state uses power to achieve its objectives.   
 
Area of Study 1:  Global actors 

Area of Study 2:  Power in the Asia-Pacific 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Assess the extent to which key global actors 
achieve their aims  

 Analyse the challenges facing state sovereignty 

 Evaluate the extent to which global actors are 
able to challenge the sovereignty of states  

 Use contemporary examples and case studies 
to support explanations, points of view and 
arguments - analyse differing interpretations of 
national interests  

 Evaluate the relative importance and 
effectiveness of different types of power and 
foreign policy instruments in achieving a 
specific Asia-Pacific state’s national interest 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 a PowerPoint or interactive presentation  

 a research report  

 a case study  

 an essay  

 short-answer questions  
 
 
UNIT 4: Global challenges 
 
In this unit students investigate key global 
challenges facing the international community in the 
21st century. They examine and analyse the debates 
surrounding TWO ethical issues that are 
underpinned by international law. They then 

evaluate the effectiveness of responses to these 
issues. Students also explore the context and causes 
of global crises and consider the varying 
effectiveness of responses and challenges to 
resolving them. 
 
Area of Study 1:  Ethical issues and debates 

Area of Study 2:  Global crises 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Define and explain key global politics terms and 
use them in the appropriate context  

 Analyse international law relating to TWO 
ethical issues  

 Analyse ethical debates surrounding TWO 
ethical issues, including the concepts of realism 
and cosmopolitanism 

 Analyse the key aspects of TWO global crises  

 Evaluate the effectiveness of responses to 
TWO global crises by relevant global actors  

 Analyse the challenges to achieving effective 
resolution to TWO global crises 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 a PowerPoint or interactive presentation  

 a research report  

 a case study  

 an essay  

 short-answer questions  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Units 3 and 4 – 
50% 

● End of year external written examination – 50% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

Rationale  

In studying VCE Business Management, students develop knowledge and skills that enhance their confidence 
and ability to participate effectively as socially responsible and ethical members, managers and leaders of the 
business community, and as informed citizens, consumers and investors. The study of Business Management 
leads to opportunities across all facets of the business and management field such as small business owner, 
project manager, human resource manager, operations manager or executive  
manager. 
 

 
 
UNIT 1:  Planning a Business 
 
This unit will focus on businesses of all sizes as major 
contributors to the economic and social wellbeing of 
a nation. Students will be able to study how 
businesses are formed and the fostering of 
conditions under which new business ideas can 
emerge which are vital for a nation’s wellbeing. This 
unit will also include taking a business idea and 
planning how to make it a reality which are the 
cornerstones of economic and social development.  
 
Area of Study 1:  The business idea 

Area of Study 2:  External environment 

Area of Study 3:  Internal environment 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 describe how and why business ideas are 
created and developed 

 explain the methods by which a culture of 
business innovation and entrepreneurship may 
be fostered in a nation 

 describe the external environment of a business  

 explain how the macro and operating factors 
within it may affect business planning 

 describe the internal business environment  

 analyse how factors from within the internal 
environment may affect business planning 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 a case study analysis 

 a business research report 

 development of a business plan and/or 
feasibility study 

 an interview and a report on contact with 
business 

 a school-based, short-term business activity 

 a business simulation exercise 

 an essay 

 a business survey and analysis 

 a media analysis 
 
 
UNIT 2:  Establishing a Business 
 
This unit focusses on the establishment phase of a 
business’s life. They investigate the essential 
features of effective marketing and consider the 
best way to meet the needs of the business in terms 
of staffing and financial record keeping. Students 
analyse various management practices in this area 
by applying this knowledge to contemporary 
business case studies from the past four years. 
 
Area of Study 1:  Legal requirements and financial 
considerations 

Area of Study 2:  Marketing a business 

Area of Study 3:  Staffing a business 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 explain the importance when establishing a 
business of complying with legal requirements 
and financial record keeping 

 establishing effective policies and procedures 

 explain the importance of establishing a 
customer base and a marketing presence to 
achieve the objectives of the business 

 analyse effective marketing and public relations 
strategies 

 apply these strategies to business-related case 
studies 

 discuss the staffing needs for a business 

 evaluate the benefits and limitations of 
management strategies in this area from both 
an employer and an employee perspective 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 a case study analysis 

 a business research report 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/businessmanagment/BusinessManagementSD-2017.pdf
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 development of a business plan and/or 
feasibility study 

 an interview and a report on contact with 
business 

 a school-based, short-term business activity 

 a business simulation exercise 

 an essay 

 a business survey and analysis 

 a media analysis 
 
 
UNIT 3:  Managing a Business 
 
In this unit students explore the key processes and 
issues concerned with managing a business 
efficiently and effectively to achieve the business 
objectives. Students examine the different types of 
businesses and their respective objectives.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Business foundations 

Area of Study 2:  Managing employees 

Area of Study 3:  Operations management 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 discuss the key characteristics of businesses and 
stakeholders 

 analyse the relationship between corporate 
culture, management styles and management 
skills 

 explain theories of motivation and apply them 
to a range of contexts 

 analyse and evaluate strategies related to the 
management of employees 

 analyse the relationship between business 
objectives and operations management 

 propose and evaluate strategies to improve the 
efficiency and effectiveness of business 
operations 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 a case study 

 structured questions 

 a report 

 a media analysis 
 
 
UNIT 4:  Transforming a Business 
 
In this unit students consider the importance of 
reviewing key performance indicators to determine 
current performance and the strategic management 
necessary to position a business for the future. 

Students study a theoretical model to undertake 
change, and consider a variety of strategies to 
manage change in the most efficient and effective 
way to improve business performance.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Reviewing performance – the need 
for change 

Area of Study 2:  Implementing change 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 explain the way business change may come 
about 

 use key performance indicators to analyse the 
performance of a business 

 discuss the driving and restraining forces for 
change 

 evaluate management strategies to position a 
business for the future 

 evaluate the effectiveness of a variety of 
strategies used by managers to implement 
change  

 discuss the effect of change on the stakeholders 
of a business 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 a case study 

 structured questions 

 a report 

 a media analysis 
 
 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Units 3 and 4 – 
50% 

● End of year external written examination – 50% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOB CLUSTERS 
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HISTORY 

Rationale  

The study of VCE History assists students to understand themselves, others and their world, and broadens 
their perspective by examining people, groups, events, ideas and movements. Through studying VCE History, 
students develop social, political, economic and cultural understanding. They also explore continuity and 
change: the world is not as it has always been, and it will be subject to change in the future.  
 
 

 
 
 
UNIT 1:  Twentieth Century 1918-1939 
 
World War One is regarded by many as marking the 
beginning of twentieth century history since it 
represented such a complete departure from the 
past and heralded changes that were to have an 
impact for decades to come. The period after World 
War One was characterised by significant social and 
cultural change in the contrasting decades of the 
1920s and 1930s.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Ideology and conflict 

Area of Study 2 – Social and cultural change 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 explain the consequences of the peace treaties 
which ended World War One, the impact of 
ideologies on nations and the events that led to 
World War Two 

 explain patterns of social life and cultural 
change in one or more contexts, and analyse the 
factors which influenced changes to social life 
and culture, in the inter-war years 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 an historical inquiry 

 an analysis of primary sources 

 an analysis of historical interpretations 

 an essay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNIT 2:  Twentieth Century 1945-2000 
 
In Unit 2 students explore the nature and impact of 
the Cold War and challenges and changes to existing 
political, economic and social arrangements in the 
second half of the twentieth century. The 
establishment of the United Nations in 1945 was 
intended to take an internationalist approach to 

avoiding warfare, resolving political tensions and 
addressing threats to human life and safety. The 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted in 
1948 was the first global expression of human rights. 
Despite internationalist moves, the second half of 
the twentieth century was dominated by the 
competing ideologies of democracy and 
communism, setting the backdrop for the Cold War. 
 
Area of Study 1:  Competing ideologies 

Area of Study 2:  Challenge and change 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 explain the ideological divisions in the post-war 
period and analyse the nature, development 
and impact of the Cold War on nations and 
people, in relation to one or more particular 
conflicts in the period 

 explain the causes and nature of challenge and 
change in relation to two selected contexts in 
the second half of the twentieth century and 
analyse the consequences for nations and 
people 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 an historical inquiry 

 an analysis of primary sources 

 an analysis of historical interpretations 

 an essay 
 
 
UNIT 3:  Revolutions – America 
 
Students will investigate the significant historical 
causes and consequences of the American 
Revolution. They will study how the American 
Revolution represents a great rupture in time and a 
major turning point. Students will examine what 
caused the American Revolution through the 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/history/2016HistorySD.pdf
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interplay of ideas, events, individuals and popular 
movements.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Causes of revolution 

Area of Study 2:  Consequences of revolution 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 analyse the causes of revolution, and evaluate 
the contribution of significant ideas, events, 
individuals and popular movements 

 analyse the consequences of revolution and 
evaluate the extent of change brought to society 

 
Each of the following four assessment tasks must be 
completed over Units 3 and 4: 

 an historical inquiry 

 an analysis of primary sources 

 an evaluation of historical interpretations 

 an essay 
 
 
UNIT 4:  Revolutions – France 
 
Students will investigate the significant historical 
causes and consequences of the French Revolution. 
They will study how the French Revolution 
represents a great rupture in time and a major 
turning point. Student will examine what caused the 
French Revolution through the interplay of ideas, 
events, individuals and popular movements.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Causes of revolution 

Area of Study 2:  Consequences of revolution 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 analyse the causes of revolution, and evaluate 
the contribution of significant ideas, events, 
individuals and popular movements 

 analyse the consequences of revolution and 
evaluate the extent of change brought to 
society. 

 
Each of the following four assessment tasks must be 
completed over Units 3 and 4: 

 an historical inquiry 

 an analysis of primary sources 

 an evaluation of historical interpretations 

 an essay 
 

ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Units 3 and 4 – 
50% 

● End of year external written examination – 50% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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LEGAL STUDIES 

Rationale  

The study of VCE Legal Studies enables students to become active and informed citizens by providing them 
with valuable insights into their relationship with the law and the legal system. They develop knowledge and 
skills that enhance their confidence and ability to access and participate in the legal system. 
 
 

 
 
 
UNIT 1: Guilt and liability 
 
This unit focusses on criminal law and civil law and 
their aims to achieve social cohesion and protect the 
rights of individuals. Criminal law is aimed at 
maintaining social order and infringing criminal law 
can result in charges. Civil law deals with the 
infringement of a person’s or group’s rights and 
breaching civil law can result in litigation. Students 
develop an understanding of legal foundations, such 
as the different types and sources of law and the 
existence of a court hierarchy in Victoria.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Legal foundations 

Area of Study 2:  The presumption of innocence 

Area of Study 3:  Civil liability 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 Describe the main sources and types of law, and 
assess the effectiveness of laws 

 Explain the purposes and key concepts of 
criminal law, and use legal reasoning to argue 
the criminal culpability of an accused based on 
actual and/or hypothetical scenarios 

 Explain the purposes and key concepts of civil 
law, and apply legal reasoning to argue the 
liability of a party in civil law based on actual 
and/or hypothetical scenarios 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 a folio of exercises 

 structured questions 

 a classroom presentation 

 a role-play 

 a debate 

 a report 

 a question-and-answer session 
 
 
 
 

UNIT 2:  Sanctions, remedies and rights 
 
This unit looks at criminal law and civil law and their 
aim to protect the rights of individuals. This unit 
focusses on the enforcement of criminal law and 
civil law, the methods and institutions that may be 
used to determine a criminal case or resolve a civil 
dispute, and the purposes and types of sanctions 
and remedies and their effectiveness.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Sanctions 

Area of Study 2:  Remedies 

Area of Study 3:  Rights 
 
On completion of the unit students should be able 
to: 

 Explain key concepts in the determination of a 
criminal case, and discuss the principles of 
justice in relation to the determination of 
criminal cases, sanctions and sentencing 
approaches 

 Explain key concepts in the resolution of a civil 
dispute, and discuss the principles of justice in 
relation to the resolution of civil disputes and 
remedies 

 Evaluate the ways in which rights are protected 
in Australia, compare this approach with that 
adopted by another country and discuss the 
impact of an Australian case on the rights of 
individuals and the legal system 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 a folio of exercises 

 structured questions 

 a classroom presentation 

 a role-play 

 a debate 

 a report 

 a question-and-answer session 
 
 
 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/legalstudies/LegalSD_2018.pdf
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UNIT 3:  Rights and justice 
 
In this unit students examine the methods and 
institutions in the justice system and consider their 
appropriateness in determining criminal cases and 
resolving civil disputes. Students consider the 
Victorian Court hierarchy, as well as other Victorian 
legal institutions and bodies available to assist with 
cases.  
 
Area of Study 1: The Victorian criminal justice system 

Area of Study 2:  The Victorian civil justice system 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Explain the rights of the accused and of victims 
in the criminal justice system, discuss the means 
used to determine criminal cases and evaluate 
the ability of the criminal justice system to 
achieve the principles of justice 

 Analyse the factors to consider when initiating a 
civil claim, discuss the institutions and methods 
used to resolve civil disputes and evaluate the 
ability of the civil justice system to achieve the 
principles of justice 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 Case study 
 Structured questions 
 Test 
 
 
UNIT 4:  The people and the law 
 
In this unit, students explore how the Australian 
Constitution establishes the law-making powers of 
the Commonwealth and state parliaments, and 
protects the Australian people through structures 
that act as a check on parliament in law-making. 
Students develop an understanding of the 
significance of the High Court in protecting and 
interpreting the Australian Constitution.  
 
Area of Study 1:  The people and the Australian 
Constitution 

Area of Study 2:  The people, the parliament and the 
courts 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Discuss the significance of High Court cases 
involving the interpretation of the Australian 

Constitution and evaluate the ways in which the 
Australian Constitution acts as a check on 
parliament in law-making 

 Discuss the factors that affect the ability of 
parliament and courts to make law, evaluate the 
ability of these lawmakers to respond to the 
need for law reform, and analyse how 
individuals, the media and law reform bodies 
can influence a change in the law 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 Case study 

 Structured questions 

 Test 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Units 3 and 4 – 
50% 

● End of year external written examination – 50% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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LOTE 
 
 
 

The study of a specific language exposes students to different 

experiences and perspectives at a personal level. It encourages 

students to be open to different ways of thinking, acting and 

interacting in the world, even beyond the language being studied 

and their own language. A broad range of social, economic and 

vocational opportunities result from study in a second language. 

 

Learning and using an additional language encourages students to 

examine the influences on their perspectives and society, and to 

consider issues important for effective personal, social and 

international communication. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ITALIAN  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
 

JAPANESE  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
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ITALIAN 

Rationale  

The study of Italian contributes to student personal development in a range of areas including communication 
skills, intercultural understanding, cognitive development, literacy and general knowledge. It enables students 
to examine the nature of language, including their own, and the role of culture in language, communication 
and identity. By understanding the process of language learning, students can apply  
skills and knowledge to other contexts and languages.  
 

 
 
 
UNIT 1 
 
In this unit students develop an understanding of 
the language and culture/s of Italian-speaking 
communities through the study of three or more 
topics from prescribed themes. 
 
Area of Study 1:  Interpersonal communication 

Area of Study 2:  Interpretive communication 

Area of Study 3:  Presentational communication 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to:  

 exchange meaning in a spoken interaction in 
Italian 

 interpret information from two texts on the 
same subtopic presented in Italian, and respond 
in writing in Italian and in English 

 present information, concepts and ideas in 
writing in Italian on the selected subtopic and for 
a specific audience and purpose. 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

Outcome 1 

 Participate in a conversation, interview or role-
play 

 Give a talk to the class about the selected 
subtopic, asking and answering questions. 

 
Outcome 2 

 Write a descriptive summary of a film including 
information from a review of the film 

 Listen to a conversation and view a map to write 
directions 

 Read an article and listen to an announcement to 
write instructions. 

 
 
 
 

Outcome 3 

 Create a written presentation which may include 
pictures; this may be supported by media such as 
Photo Story or PowerPoint 

 Write an imaginative children’s story. 
 
 
UNIT 2 
 
In this unit students develop an understanding of 
aspects of language and culture through the study 
of three or more topics from prescribed themes. 
 
Areas of Study 1, 2 and 3:  as per Unit 1 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to:  

 respond in writing in Italian to spoken, written or 
visual texts presented in Italian 

 analyse and use information from written, 
spoken or visual texts to produce an extended 
written response in Italian. 

 explain information, ideas and concepts orally in 
Italian to a specific audience about an aspect of 
culture within communities where Italian is 
spoken. 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

Outcome 1 

 Write a personal answer to an email 

 Write an informative blog in response to texts 

 Respond in a written letter to a radio 
announcement or editorial. 

 
Outcome 2 

 Describe in writing an experience seen from 
different perspectives 

 Write a reflective article on a cultural insight, 
such as the attitudes of Italian-speaking people in 
Australia and elsewhere to traditional customs 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/italian/2019ItalianSD.pdf
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 Evaluate opposing arguments put forward on an 
issue, such as attitudes to health or the long-
term impact of social media on society. 

 
Outcome 3 

 Narrate a life story, event or incident that 
highlights an aspect of culture 

 Tell the class a personal or reflective story about 
a cultural event 

 Present and explain an aspect of culture, 
referring to a portfolio or a PowerPoint 
presentation. 

 
 
UNIT 3 
 
In this unit students investigate the way Italian 
speakers interpret and express ideas, and negotiate 
and persuade in Italian through the study of three or 
more subtopics from prescribed themes and topics. 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to:  

 Participate in a spoken exchange in Italian to 
resolve a personal issue 

 Interpret information from texts and write 
responses in Italian 

 Express ideas in a personal, informative or 
imaginative piece of writing in Italian 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 A 250 word personal or imaginative written piece 

 A response to specific questions, messages or 
instructions, extracting and using information 
requested (Listening Comprehension) 

 A three to four minute role-play, focusing on the 
resolution of an issue 

 
 
UNIT 4 
 
In this unit students investigate aspects of culture 
through the study of two or more subtopics from 
prescribed themes and topics. 

 
Areas of Study 1, 2 and 3:  as per Unit 1 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to:  

 Share information, ideas and opinions in a 
spoken exchange in Italian 

 Analyse information from written, spoken and 
viewed texts for use in a written response in 
Italian 

 Present information, concepts and ideas in 
evaluative or persuasive writing on an issue in 
Italian 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 A three to four-minute interview providing 
information and responding to questions about a 
product or practice 

 An approximately 250-word written response for 
a specific audience and purpose, incorporating 
information from three or more texts 

 An approximately 300-word evaluative or 
persuasive piece of writing 

 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Units 3 and 4 – 
50% 

● End of year external examinations – 50% 
 
EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS 

The Oral Examination is designed primarily to assess 
the student’s knowledge and skill in using spoken 
Italian. The duration is approximately 15 minutes - 
conversation 7 minutes and discussion 8 minutes. 
The written exam is of 2 hours duration plus 15 
minutes reading time. It is designed to assess the 
student’s skills in Listening Comprehension, Reading 
Comprehension and Writing. 

 

The following table illustrates the overall 
contribution of each language skill to all school-
assessed coursework and the end of year 
examinations: 

Oral 32.5% 

Listening 20% 

Reading 20% 

Writing 27.5% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

JOB CLUSTERS 
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JAPANESE 

Rationale 

The study of Japanese contributes to student personal development in a range of areas including 
communication skills, intercultural understanding, cognitive development, literacy and general knowledge. 
Learning and using an additional language encourages students to examine the influences on their 
perspectives and society, and to consider issues important for effective personal, social and international 
communication. By understanding the process of language learning, students can apply skills and 
knowledge to other contexts and languages.  
 

 
UNIT 1 
 
In this unit students develop an understanding of 
the language and culture/s of Japanese-speaking 
communities through the study of three or more 
topics from prescribed themes. 
 
Area of Study 1:  Interpersonal communication 

Area of Study 2:  Interpretive communication 

Area of Study 3:  Presentational communication 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to:  

 exchange meaning in a spoken interaction in 
Japanese 

 interpret information from two texts on the 
same subtopic presented in Japanese, and 
respond in writing in Japanese and in English 

 present information, concepts and ideas in 
writing in Japanese on the selected subtopic and 
for a specific audience and purpose. 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

Outcome 1 

 Participate in a conversation, interview or role-
play 

 Give a talk to the class about the selected 
subtopic, asking and answering questions. 

Outcome 2 

 Write a descriptive summary of a film including 
information from a review of the film 

 Listen to a conversation and view a map to write 
directions 

 Read an article and listen to an announcement to 
write instructions. 

Outcome 3 

 Create a written presentation which may include 
pictures; this may be supported by media such as 
Photo Story or PowerPoint 

 Write an imaginative children’s story. 
 

UNIT 2 
 
In this unit students develop an understanding of 
aspects of language and culture through the study 
of three or more topics from prescribed themes. 
 
Areas of Study 1, 2 and 3:  as per Unit 1 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to:  

 respond in writing in Japanese to spoken, written 
or visual texts presented in Japanese 

 analyse and use information from written, 
spoken or visual texts to produce an extended 
written response in Japanese. 

 explain information, ideas and concepts orally in 
Japanese to a specific audience about an aspect 
of culture within communities where Japanese is 
spoken. 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

Outcome 1 

 Write a personal answer to an email 

 Write an informative blog in response to texts 

 Respond in a written letter to a radio 
announcement or editorial. 

Outcome 2 

 Describe in writing an experience seen from 
different perspectives 

 Write a reflective article on a cultural insight, 
such as the attitudes of Japanese-speaking 
people in Australia and elsewhere to traditional 
customs 

 Evaluate opposing arguments put forward on an 
issue, such as attitudes to health or the long-
term impact of social media on society. 

Outcome 3 

 Narrate a life story, event or incident that 
highlights an aspect of culture 

 Tell the class a personal or reflective story about 
a cultural event 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/japanese2nd/2019JapaneseSLSD.pdf
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 Present and explain an aspect of culture, 
referring to a portfolio or a PowerPoint 
presentation. 

 
UNIT 3 
 
In this unit students investigate the way Japanese 
speakers interpret and express ideas, and negotiate 
and persuade in Japanese through the study of three 
or more subtopics from the prescribed themes and 
topics. 
 
Areas of Study 1, 2 and 3:  as per Unit 1 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to:  

 Participate in a spoken exchange in Japanese to 
resolve a personal issue 

 Interpret information from texts and write 
responses in Japanese 

 Express ideas in a personal, informative or 
imaginative piece of writing in Japanese 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 A three to four-minute role play, focusing on 
negotiating a solution to a personal issue 

 Responses to specific questions or instructions 
using information extracted from written, 
spoken and viewed texts on the selected 
subtopic 

 An approximately 450-ji personal, informative or 
imaginative piece of writing 

 
UNIT 4 
 
In this unit students investigate aspects of culture 
through the study of two or more subtopics from the 
prescribed themes and topics. 
 
Areas of Study 1, 2 and 3:  as per Unit 1 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to:  

 Share information, ideas and opinions in a 
spoken exchange in Japanese. 

 Analyse information from written, spoken and 
viewed texts for use in a written response in 
Japanese. 

 Present information, concepts and ideas in 
evaluative or persuasive writing on an issue in 
Japanese. 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 A three- to four-minute interview providing 
information and responding to questions about a 
cultural product or practice. 

 An approximately 450-ji written response for a 
specific audience and purpose, incorporating 
information from three or more texts. 

 An approximately 500-ji evaluative or persuasive 
piece of writing. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Units 3 and 4 – 
50% 

● End of year external examinations – 50% 
 
EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS 

The Oral Exam is designed primarily to assess the 
student’s knowledge and skill in using spoken 
Japanese. The duration is approximately 15 minutes 
- conversation 7 minutes and discussion 8 minutes. 
The duration of the Written Exam is 2 hours plus 15 
minutes reading time. It is designed to assess the 
student’s skills in Listening Comprehension, Reading 
Comprehension and Writing. 
 
The following table illustrates the overall 
contribution of each language skill to all school-
assessed coursework and the end of year 
examinations: 

Oral 32.5% 

Listening 20% 

Reading 20% 

Writing 27.5% 

 
 
 
 
 

  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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MATHEMATICS 
 
 
 

The study of Mathematics is available to all students in Years 11 and 

12.  The choice of Mathematics study is dependent on a student’s 

capacity to study Mathematics, her interests, motivation for the 

study and tertiary institution prerequisites. The study of 

Mathematics units at VCE level enhances a student’s choices of 

possible career options, as it is a prescribed entry for many tertiary 

courses. However, it is not a compulsory requirement of the VCE for 

students to study Mathematics. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GENERAL MATHEMATICS  -  1 & 2 
 

FURTHER MATHEMATICS  -  3 & 4 
 

MATHEMATICAL METHODS  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
 

SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Rationale  

The study of Mathematics is designed to provide access to worthwhile and challenging mathematical learning 
in a way which takes into account the interests, needs, dispositions and aspirations of a wide range of students, 
and introduces them to key aspects of the discipline. It is also designed to promote students’ awareness of the 
importance of mathematics in everyday life in a technological society, and to develop confidence and the 
disposition to make effective use of mathematical concepts, processes and skills in practical and  
theoretical contexts.  
 

 

Please note that as the VCAA Mathematics Study Guide has been accredited to 2020, subject descriptions may 

change for maths units from 2021. 

Santa Maria College offers a number of pathways for students in the study of Mathematics (see table below). 
The different pathways reflect content differences that are intended to enable the pursuit of different study 
options in Mathematics in Year 12 and/or at tertiary level. 
 
Other mathematics selections for VCE subjects could involve further discussions through a process of 
recommendations. 
 

2021 Maths Senior Pathways Options 
 

Year 10 Option Year 11 Options Year 12 

10A 

1 
Mathematical Methods (CAS) 1/2 

Subject Entry Requirements 
Average of Level 5 (10A) or higher 

1a Mathematical Methods (CAS) 3/4 

1b 
Mathematical Methods (CAS) 3/4 

AND 
Further Mathematics 3/4 

1c Further Mathematics 3/4  

1d 
Mathematical Methods (CAS) 3/4 

AND 
Specialist Mathematics 3/4  

2 

Mathematical Methods (CAS) 1/2  
AND 

General Mathematics 1/2  
Subject Entry Requirements 

Average of Level 5 (10A) or higher 

2a Mathematical Methods (CAS) 3/4 

2b 
Mathematical Methods (CAS) 3/4 

AND 
Further Mathematics 3/4 

2c Further Mathematics 3/4 

2d 
Mathematical Methods (CAS) 3/4 

AND 
Specialist Mathematics 3/4 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/mathematics/2016MathematicsSD.pdf
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Year 10 Option Year 11 Options Year 12 

10A 
(cont) 

3 

Mathematical Methods (CAS) 1/2  
AND 

Specialist Mathematics 1/2  
Subject Entry Requirements 

Average of Level 5 (10A) or higher 

3a 
Mathematical Methods (CAS) 3/4 

AND 
Specialist Mathematics 3/4  

3b 
Mathematical Methods (CAS) 3/4 

AND 
Further Mathematics 3/4 

3c Mathematical Methods (CAS) 3/4  

3d Further Mathematics 3/4  

3e 

Mathematical Methods (CAS) 3/4 
AND 

Specialist Mathematics 3/4 
AND 

Further Mathematics 3/4  

4 

General Mathematics 1/2 
Subject Entry Requirements 

Average of Level 5 (10A) or higher 
Check prerequisites for courses 

→ Further Mathematics 3/4 

5 
No Mathematics 

Check prerequisites for courses 
→ No Mathematics 

10  
Mainstream 

1 

General Mathematics 1/2 
Subject Entry Requirements 

Average of Level 3/4 or higher 
Check prerequisites for courses 

→ Further Mathematics 3/4  

2 
No Mathematics 

Check prerequisites for courses 
→ No Mathematics 

10 Life 1 No Mathematics → No Mathematics 
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GENERAL MATHEMATICS 
 
Both of these units are strongly recommended for 

Further Mathematics Units 3 and 4 in Year 12 and 

are not required to be studied with any other Year 

11 Mathematics units. It is compulsory for students 

to purchase and use a computer algebraic system 

(CAS) calculator.   

 

UNIT 1 

 
Unit 1 of this course involves a study in 
Computational and Practical Arithmetic, Linear 
Relations and Equations, Number Patterns and 
Recursion, Matrices and Linear Graphs and Models. 
 
Area of Study 1:  Algebra and structure 

Area of Study 2:  Arithmetic and number 

Area of Study 3:  Discrete mathematics 

Area of Study 4:  Geometry, measurement and 
trigonometry 

Area of Study 5:  Graphs of linear and non-linear 
relations 

Area of Study 6:  Statistics 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Define and explain key concepts as specified in 
the selected content from the areas of study and 
apply a range of related mathematical routines 
and procedures 

 Select and apply mathematical facts, concepts, 
models and techniques from the topics covered 
in the unit to investigate and analyse extended 
application problems in a range of contexts 

 Select and use numerical, graphical, symbolic 
and statistical functionalities of technology to 
develop mathematical ideas, produce results and 
carry out analysis in situations requiring 
problem-solving, modelling or investigative 
techniques or approaches 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Topic tests 

 Projects, investigative tasks, assignments 

 Selected exercises from text book 

 End of unit examination 

 Demonstrated use of CAS calculator  
 

UNIT 2 
 
Unit 2 of this course involves a study in Inequalities 
and Linear Programming, Statistics – Investigating 
and comparing data distributions, Statistics – 
Investigating relationships between two numerical 
variables and Financial Arithmetic. 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Define and explain key concepts as specified in 
the selected content from the areas of study and 
apply a range of related mathematical routines 
and procedures 

 Select and apply mathematical facts, concepts, 
models and techniques from the topics covered 
in the unit to investigate and analyse extended 
application problems in a range of contexts 

 Select and use numerical, graphical, symbolic 
and statistical functionalities of technology to 
develop mathematical ideas, produce results and 
carry out analysis in situations requiring 
problem-solving, modelling or investigative 
techniques or approaches 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Topic tests 

 Projects, investigative tasks, assignments 

 Selected exercises from textbook 

 End of unit examination 

 Demonstrated use of CAS calculator 
 

 

Assumed knowledge and skills for the Data Analysis 

and Recursion and Financial Modelling areas of 

study in Further Mathematics Units 3 and 4 are 

contained in the topics: Investigating and Comparing 

Data Distributions, Investigating Relationships 

between Two Numerical Variables, Linear Graphs 

and Modelling, Linear Relations and Equations and 

Number Patterns and Recursion from General 

Mathematics Units 1 and 2. 
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FURTHER MATHEMATICS 
 
This subject may be taken alone or with 
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 and/or 
Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4. It is 
compulsory for students to purchase and use a 
computer algebraic system (CAS) calculator.   
 

UNIT 3 

 
Area of Study 1: 
Unit 3 of this course consists of a compulsory Core 
area of study which comprises Data Analysis and 
Recursion and Financial Modelling. 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Define and explain key terms and concepts and 
apply related mathematical techniques and 
models as specified in Area of Study 1 in routine 
contexts 

 Select and apply the mathematical concepts, 
models and techniques as specified in Area of 
Study 1 in a range of contexts of increasing 
complexity 

 Select and appropriately use numerical, 
graphical, symbolic and statistical functionalities 
of technology to develop mathematical ideas, 
produce results and carry out analysis in 
situations requiring problem-solving, modelling 
or investigative techniques or approaches 

 
 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Data Analysis application task (4-6 hours 
duration) using a specified data set with several 
variables 

 Modelling or problem-solving task (2-3 hours 
duration) relating to Recursion and financial 
modelling 

 
 
UNIT 4 
 
Area of Study 2: 
Unit 4 of this course consists of an Applications area 
of study which comprises of two modules to be 
completed in their entirety:  Matrices and Graphs 
and Relations. 
 
 
 

On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 
 

 Define and explain key concepts as specified in 
the content from the two selected modules, and 
apply related mathematical techniques and 
models in routine contexts 

 Select and apply the mathematical concepts, 
models and techniques from the two selected 
modules in a range of contexts or increasing 
complexity 

 Select and appropriately use numerical, 
graphical, symbolic and statistical functionalities 
of technology to develop mathematical ideas, 
produce results and carry out analysis in 
situations requiring problem-solving, modelling 
or investigative techniques or approaches 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Modelling or problem-solving task (2-3 hours 
duration) related to each module 

 
 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3  –  20% 
● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4  –  14% 
● Two end of year external examinations  –  66% 
 
EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS 

At the end of Unit 4, students will be assessed by two 
1.5 hour examinations, each contributing 33% 
towards the overall assessment.  An approved 
graphics calculator or CAS calculator and one bound 
reference, text (which may be annotated) or lecture 
pad, may be brought into each examination. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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MATHEMATICAL METHODS 
 
It is very strongly recommended that students study 
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 in preparation 
for Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 and 
Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 at Year 12 
level.  It is compulsory for students to purchase and 
use a computer algebraic system (CAS) calculator.  

Students must have a very sound background in 
number, algebra, functions, geometry, calculus, 
probability and statistics before studying 
Mathematical Methods 3 and 4. 
 

UNITS 1 & 2 

 
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 provide an 
introductory study of simple elementary functions 
of a single real variable, algebra, calculus, probability 
and statistics and their applications in a variety of 
practical and theoretical contexts. They are 
designed as preparation for Mathematical Methods 
Units 3 and 4 and contain assumed knowledge and 
skills for these units. 

Area of Study 1:  Functions and Graphs 

Area of Study 2:  Algebra 

Area of Study 3:  Calculus 

Area of Study 4:  Probability and Statistics 
 
On completion of these units students should be 
able to: 

 Define and explain key concepts, in relation to 
the topics from the selected areas of study, and 
apply a range of related mathematical routines 
and procedures 

 Apply mathematical processes in non-routine 
contexts and analyse and critically discuss the 
applications of mathematics 

 Use technology to produce results and carry out 
analysis in situations requiring problem solving, 
modelling or investigative techniques or 
approaches 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Topic tests 

 Assignments, projects, problem solving tasks 

 Written responses, modelling tasks, analysis 
tasks 

 Two end of unit examinations; one - permitting 
the use of a CAS calculator and summary notes, 
the other - not permitting the use of a calculator 
or summary notes 

 Demonstrated use of CAS calculator 
 
UNIT 3 & 4 
 
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 are completely 
prescribed and extend the introductory study of 
simple elementary functions of a single real variable, 
to include combinations of these functions, algebra, 
calculus, probability and statistics, and their 
applications in a variety of practical and theoretical 
contexts 
 
Area of Study 1:  Functions and Graphs 

Area of Study 2:  Algebra 

Area of Study 3:  Calculus 

Area of Study 4:  Probability and Statistics 
 
Unit 3 of this course includes a selection of content 
from the areas of study: Functions and Graphs 
(Polynomial Power, Exponential, Logarithmic, 
Circular and transformations), Algebra and 
applications of derivatives and differentiation, and 
identifying and analysing key features of the 
functions and their graphs from the Calculus area of 
study. 
 
Unit 4 of this course consists of: Functions and 
Graphs, Calculus, Algebra, Probability and Statistics. 
The Calculus area of study includes: anti-
differentiation, integration, area of regions specified 
by lines or curves, and simple applications of this 
content. 
 
On completion of these units students should be 
able to: 

 Define and explain key terms and concepts as 

specified in the areas studied, and apply a range 

of related mathematical routines and procedures 

 Apply mathematical processes in non-routine 

contexts and analyse and discuss these 

applications of mathematics 

 Select and appropriately use technology to 

develop mathematical ideas, produce results and 

carry out analysis in situations requiring problem 

solving, modelling or investigative techniques or 

approaches 
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EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 A function and calculus application task with 
several components of increasing complexity 

 Tests designed to cover material from each of the 
areas studied 

 A modelling or problem-solving task on the area 
of Calculus 

 A modelling or problem-solving task on the area 
of Probability and Statistics 

 

ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3  –  17% 
● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4  –  17% 
● End of year external examination 1  –  22% 
● End of year external examination 2  –  44% 
 
EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS 

Examination 1 contains short-answer questions and 
some extended-answer questions. No calculators or 
summary notes of any kind are permitted. A sheet of 
formulas will be provided with the examination. 

Examination 2 contains multiple-choice and 
extended-answer questions from each area of 
study.  An approved CAS calculator may be used and 
one bound reference may be brought into the 
examination. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS 
 
This subject provides a course of study for students 
who wish to undertake an in depth study of the 
discipline of Mathematics and investigate a broad 
range of applications, as well as develop a sound 
background for further studies in Mathematics and 
Mathematical related fields. 
 
It is strongly recommended that students study Units 
1 and 2 as preparation for Specialist Mathematics 
Units 3 and 4 in Year 12. Units 1 and 2 are studied in 
conjunction with Mathematical Methods CAS units 
1 and 2. To study Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 
4, students must have previously completed 
Mathematical Methods CAS Units 1 and 2. It is 
compulsory for students to purchase and use a 
computer algebraic system (CAS) calculator. 
 
Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 are studied in 
conjunction with Mathematical Methods Units 3 
and 4. 
 
UNITS 1 & 2: 
 
Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 provide a 
course of study for students who wish to undertake 
an in-depth study of mathematics, with an emphasis 
on concepts, skills and processes related to 
mathematical structure, modelling, problem solving 
and reasoning. 
 
Areas of Study for Units 1 and 2: 

 Arithmetic and Number 

 Graphs of Linear and Non-Linear Relations 

 Discrete Mathematics 

 Geometry, Measurement and Trigonometry 

 Statistics 

 Graphs of Linear and Non-Linear Relations 
 
On completion of these units students should be 
able to: 

 Define and explain key concepts as specified in 

the content from the areas of study, and apply a 

range of related mathematical routines and 

procedures 

 Apply mathematical  processes in non-routine 

contexts and analyse and discuss the applications 

of mathematics in at least three areas of study 

 Use technology to produce results and carry out 

analysis in situations requiring problem solving, 

modelling or investigative techniques in at least 

three areas of study 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Topic Tests and Examinations 

 Assignments, Modelling Tasks, Problem Solving 

Tasks, and Investigations 

 Summary or review notes 

 

 

UNITS 3 & 4: 
 
Areas of Study for Units 3 and 4: 

 Functions and Graphs 

 Algebra 

 Vectors 

 Calculus 

 Mechanics 

 Probability and Statistics 
 
On completion of these units students should be 
able to: 

 Define and explain key concepts as specified in 

the content from the areas of study, and apply a 

range of related mathematical routines and 

procedures 

 Apply mathematical  processes in non-routine 

contexts and analyse and discuss the applications 

of mathematics in at least three areas of study 

 Use technology to produce results and carry out 

analysis in situations requiring problem solving, 

modelling or investigative techniques in at least 

three areas of study 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 An Application Task (4 -6 hours duration) 

contributing 17% to the final study score 

 Two modelling or problem solving tasks (2 – 3 

hours duration each) contributing a total of 17% 

to the final study score 
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ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3  –  17% 
● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4  –  17% 
● End of year external examination 1  –  22% 
● End of year external examination 2  –  44% 
 
EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS 

Examination 1 contains short-answer questions and 
some extended-answer questions. No calculators or 
summary notes of any kind are permitted. A sheet of 
formulas will be provided with the examination. 

Examination 2 contains multiple-choice and 
extended-answer questions from each area of 
study.  An approved CAS calculator may be used and 
one bound reference may be brought into the 
examination. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
 
 

At Santa Maria College, students in year eleven study either Religion 

and Society or Texts and Traditions. Both of these units are VCE 

sequences which can be studied as either Unit 2 or Unit 3 and 4 

across the year.  

 

Unit 2 consists of Religion and Ethics or Texts in Society. 

Alternatively, students may opt to study Texts and Traditions or 

Religion and Society (Units 3 and 4), both of which are externally 

assessed and contribute to the student’s study score.  

 

The beliefs, practices, principles and codes of religions provide ways 

in which individuals can answer questions about the meaning and 

purpose of life. In Religion and Society, religion is defined as a 

community organised around beliefs related to ultimate reality and 

the consequent beliefs, practices, principles and codes for 

behaviour. 

 

The study of VCE Texts and Traditions considers the place and 

meaning of sacred texts within their religious traditions. In an 

attempt to understand the intended meaning of the texts, the study 

focusses on the original contexts of sacred texts and examines their 

literary characteristics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RELIGION AND SOCIETY  -  2, 3 & 4 
 

TEXTS AND TRADITIONS  -  2, 3 & 4 
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RELIGION AND SOCIETY 

Rationale 

VCE Religion and Society enables students to understand the complex interactions between religion and 
society over time. Religion has played and continues to play a significant role in the development and 
maintenance of society. Students come to appreciate that religion can be a positive force of power, authority 
and justice. The study of religion and society can assist students in reaching a deeper, balanced  
understanding of societies and cultures in which multiple worldviews coexist. 
 

 
 
UNIT 2:  Religion and ethics 
 
Ethics is concerned with discovering principles that 
guide practical moral judgment. It is particularly 
concerned with the justification for moral choices – 
identifying the arguments and analysing the 
reasoning behind them.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Ethical decision-making and moral 
judgment 

Area of Study 2:  Religion and ethics 

Area of Study 3:  Ethical issues in society 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 Explain the variety of influences on ethical 
decision-making in societies where multiple 
world views co-exist 

 Understand the ethical perspectives and moral 
viewpoints formed and upheld by at least two 
religious traditions in societies where multiple 
world views co-exist 

 Evaluate and analyse two or more contemporary 
ethical debates 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Reports 

 Analytical exercises 

 Oral presentations 

 Essays 

 Tests 
 
 
UNIT 3:  The search for meaning 
 
The focus of this unit is the nature and purpose of 
religion and religious beliefs which are developed by 
a religious tradition in response to the big questions 
of life. This unit allows students to study how 
particular beliefs may be expressed through aspects 

of religion, and explore how this is intended to foster 
meaning for adherents of the religion.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Responding to the search for 
meaning 

Area of Study 2:  Expressing meaning 

Area of Study 3:  Significant life experience, religious 
beliefs and faith 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to:  

 Explain religious beliefs and their role in the 
search for meaning 

 Analyse connections between religious beliefs 

 Examine how religious beliefs and their 
expression are intended to engender and 
nurture meaning 

 Describe the relationship between a range of 
significant life experiences and religious beliefs 

 Analyse the interplay of a member’s beliefs and 
significant life experiences 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 Reports 

 Case studies 

 Analytical exercises 

 Structured questions 

 Extended responses 
 
 
UNIT 4:  Religion, challenge and change 
 
The unit investigates how and why religious 
traditions have taken steps from their inception to 
the present to respond to challenges involving, for 
example, theology and ethics. It examines in detail 
one significant challenge that has engaged a 
religious tradition or denomination and society.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Challenge and response 

Area of Study 2:  Interaction of religion and society 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/religion/2017ReligionSocietySD.pdf
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On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Analyse challenges to religion generally  

 Explain stances adopted by religion generally in 
the face of challenges 

 Explain stances and supporting responses 
adopted by a religious tradition in relation to a 
challenge 

 Analyse a significant challenge faced by a 
religious tradition 

 Analyse the influence of stances and supporting 
responses on a challenge itself and on wider 
society 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 Reports 

 Case studies 

 Analytical exercises 

 Structured questions 

 Extended responses 
 
 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Units 3 and 4 – 
50% 

● End of year external written examination – 50% 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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TEXTS AND TRADITIONS 

Rationale 

Students study the texts in their original social, cultural, religious, political and historical settings, as well as 
investigate the impact such texts have had throughout history and are having on the world today. Different 
methods of interpretation are taken into account throughout this study. Students also investigate the texts as 
pieces of literature and consider how others have been inspired by the interpretation of such writings. The 
study of VCE Texts and Traditions encourages independent and critical thinking in students that will assist them 
in work and study, and in fields that require critical thinking about, and research, analysis and  
interpretation of, written text. 
 

 
 
UNIT 2:  Texts in society 
 
In this unit texts are studied as a means of 
investigating social attitudes on issues such as 
justice, care for the environment, racism and gender 
roles. Some of the texts studied may call for change 
in attitudes and values; others may call for changes 
in social, religious and political institutions.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Sacred texts in the past 

Area of Study 2:  Sacred texts today 

Area of Study 3:  Comparing religious traditions 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 Identify and explain when and where, and why 
and how some texts of Justice took shape and 
developed 

 Describe a range of social attitudes, beliefs and 
teachings seen in the past to have been 
contained in texts 

 Discuss ways in which a tradition uses sacred 
texts to express its understanding of its 
relationship to society 

 Analyse the way an institution or a group from 
within  a tradition uses sacred texts to inspire or 
guide members within, and people outside, the 
tradition in their work in society today, 
particularly in relation to social issues 

 Compare the values and teachings of at least one 
sacred text from each of two or more religious 
traditions in relation to a common social issue 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Summaries 

 Textual commentaries 

 Oral presentations (supported by multimedia) 

 Short reports 

 Short answer questions 

UNIT 3:  Texts and the early tradition 
 
In this study students undertake a sociocultural and 
historical study of the Gospel of Luke. They examine 
the origin and early development of the selected 
tradition, focusing on people, places and events, and 
social, cultural, religious and political condition and 
institutions important to the development of the 
Gospel of Luke. Students also explore the major 
themes, literary forms, and techniques found in the 
Gospel.  
 
Area of Study 1:  The background of the tradition 

Area of Study 2:  Thematic and literary aspects of the 
set texts 

Area of Study 3:  Interpreting texts 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 Identify and explain the social and historical 
context related to the origin and early 
development of early Christianity 

 Identify and discuss literary forms and structure 
of the set text as a whole and in particular 
passages, together with techniques found in the 
text 

 Discuss major themes within the set text 

 Apply exegetical methods appropriate to the 
tradition to explore the meaning and significance 
for the original community 

 
 
UNIT 4:  Texts and their teachings 
 
In this unit students further develop the knowledge 
and skills required to write exegeses on passages 
from the Gospel of Luke. As exegetical methods are 
further developed, students consider the social, 
cultural, religious, historical and political conditions 
and institutions in which the Gospel developed. 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/txtraditn/2017TextsTraditionsSD.pdf
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They also further consider the literary aspects of 
form, structure and techniques evident in the text, 
and how these and the sociocultural and historical 
contexts affect the original audience’s 
understanding of meanings and teachings in the 
text.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Interpreting texts 

Area of Study 2:  Religious ideas, beliefs and themes 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 Apply exegetical methods appropriate to the 
tradition to explain purpose, meaning and 
teachings of texts in their sociocultural and 
historical context 

 Discuss significant religious ideas, beliefs or 
themes arising from the Gospel of Luke 

 Examine how the understandings about, and 
teachings on, ideas, beliefs and themes have 
changed over time, reflecting the impact of 
particular circumstances 

 Explore the relationship between the 
interpretations of a later tradition and its 
foundational texts 

 
 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Units 3 and 4 – 
50% 

● End of year external written examination – 50% 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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SCIENCE 
 
 
 

Science is one of the oldest and most important academic 

disciplines, and covers a wide variety of subjects. Science helps 

inform our understanding of the world around us. Everything we 

know about the universe, from how trees reproduce to what an 

atom is made up of, is the result of scientific research and 

experiment. Human progress throughout history has largely rested 

on advances in science. From our knowledge of gravity to cutting-

edge medicines, students of Science have shaped our modern 

world. Continued growth in areas of science is of interest to 

governments, companies and wider society as it ensures the next 

wave of progress in all of the fields that affect our daily lives. 

Students are eligible to choose from studies in VCE Biology, 

Chemistry, Physics and/or Psychology, which can lead to many great 

career pathway options for students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIOLOGY  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
 

CHEMISTRY  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
 

PHYSICS  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
 

PSYCHOLOGY  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
 

 
  

https://www.kaplanpathways.com/study-abroad/education-options/
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BIOLOGY 

Rationale 

VCE Biology enables students to investigate the processes involved in sustaining life at cellular, system, species 
and ecosystem levels. In undertaking this study, students examine how life has evolved over time and 
understand that in the dynamic and interconnected system of life all change has a consequence that may 
affect an individual, a species or the collective biodiversity of Earth. The study gives students insights into how 
knowledge of molecular and evolutionary concepts underpin much of contemporary biology, and the 
applications used by society to resolve problems and make advancements 
 

 
 
UNIT 1:  How do living things stay alive? 
 
This unit explores the challenges organisms face 
with survival. Students investigate the needs of cells, 
how cells carry out cellular processes. Students 
explore how different organisms are interconnected 
to one another, and what abiotic resources are 
available to them and how these affect them.  
 
Area of Study 1:  How do organisms function? 

Area of Study 2:  How do living systems sustain life? 

Area of Study 3:  Practical investigation 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Investigate and explain how cellular structures 
and systems function to sustain life 

 Explain how various adaptations enhance the 
survival of an individual organism, investigate the 
relationships between organisms that form a 
living community and their habitat, and analyse 
the impacts of factors that affect population 
growth 

 Design and undertake an investigation related to 
the survival of an organism or species, and draw 
conclusions based on evidence from collected 
data 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Practical activities, questions and answers 

 A student designed practical investigation 

 Tests 

 End of unit exam 
 
UNIT 2:  How is continuity of life maintained? 
 
This unit explores cell reproduction, repair and 
replacement. Students explore the nature and role 
of stem cells in medical therapies. They build on 
their understanding of genes, interpret patterns of 

inheritance and predict outcomes of genetic 
crosses. Social and ethical implications of genetic 
applications are also considered.  
 
Area of Study 1:  How does reproduction maintain the 
continuity of life? 

Area of Study 2:  How is inheritance explained? 

Area of Study 3:  Investigation of an issue 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Compare the advantages and disadvantages of 
asexual and sexual reproduction, explain how 
changes within the cell cycle may have an impact 
on cellular or tissue system function and identify 
the role of stem cells in cell growth and cell  
differentiation in medical therapies 

 Apply an understanding of genetics to describe 
patterns of inheritance, analyse pedigree charts, 
predict outcomes of genetic crosses and identify 
the implications of the uses of genetic screening 
and decision making related to inheritance 

 Investigate and communicate a substantiated 
response to a question related to an issue in 
genetics and/or reproductive science 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Practical activities, questions and answers 

 A student designed practical investigation 

 Tests 

 End of unit exam 
 
UNIT 3:  How do cells maintain life? 
 
In this unit students investigate the workings of a cell 
from different perspectives, including the 
importance of the insolubility of the plasma 
membrane in water and the control of the 
movement of molecules and ions across the 
membrane. Students consider the binding of 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/biology/2016BiologySD.pdf
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enzymes and substrates, response of receptors 
when signalling molecules bind to them and the 
reaction between antigens and antibodies. 
 
Area of Study 1:  How do cellular processes work? 

Area of Study 2:  How do cells communicate? 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Explain the dynamic nature of the cell in terms of 
key cellular processes including regulation, 
photosynthesis and cellular respiration, and 
analyse the factors that affect the rate of 
biochemical reactions 

 Apply a stimulus response model to explain how 
cells communicate with each other 

 Outline human responses to invading pathogens, 
distinguish between different ways that 
immunity may be acquired, and explain how 
malfunctions of the immune system cause 
disease 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 A report related to at least two practical activities 
from a practical logbook 

 At least one task selected from: 
o A report of a practical activity 
o Annotations of activities or investigations 

from a practical logbook 
o Media response 
o Data analysis 
o A response to a set of structured questions 
o Problem solving involving biological 

concepts, skills or issues 
 
UNIT 4:  How does life change and respond to 
challenges over time? 
 
In this unit students consider the continual change 
and challenges to which life on earth has been 
subjected. They will explore the relatedness 
between species, the impact of changes on a 
population’s gene pool and mechanism for 
biological evolution by natural selection that leads 
to the rise of new species. Students explore how 
technological developments in the fields of 
comparative genomics, molecular homology and 
bioinformatics have resulted in evidence of change 
through measurements of relatedness between 
species.  
 
Area of Study 1:  How are species related? 

Area of Study 2:  How do humans impact on 
biological processes? 

Area of Study 3: Practical investigation 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Analyse evidence for evolutionary change, 
explain how relatedness between species is 
determined, and elaborate on the consequences 
of biological change in human evolution 

 Describe how tools and techniques can be used 
to manipulate DNA, explain how biological 
knowledge is applied to biotechnical 
applications, and analyse the interrelationship 
between scientific knowledge and its application 
in society 

 Design and undertake an investigation related to 
cellular processes and/or biological change and 
continuity over time, and present 
methodologies, findings and conclusions in a 
scientific poster 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 A report using primary and secondary data 

 A response to an issue OR a report of a laboratory 
investigation 

 A structured scientific poster according to the 
VCAA template 
 

PRACTICAL COURSEWORK 

 A student designed or adapted investigation 
related to cellular processes and/or biological 
change and continuity over time is undertaken in 
either Unit 3 or Unit 4, or across both Units 3 and 
4.   

 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3  –  16% 
● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4  –  24% 
● End of year external examination  –  60% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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CHEMISTRY 

Rationale 

VCE Chemistry enables students to examine a range of chemical, biochemical and geophysical phenomena 
through the exploration of the nature of chemicals and chemical processes. In undertaking this study, students 
apply chemical principles to explain and quantify the behaviour of matter, as well as undertake  
practical activities that involve the analysis and synthesis of a variety of materials.  
 

 
 
UNIT 1:  How can the diversity of materials be 
explained? 
 
This unit examines the chemical properties of a 
range of materials from metals and salts to organic 
materials and polymers. Students will be introduced 
to quantitative concepts in chemistry including the 
mole concept.  
 
Area of Study 1:  How can knowledge of elements 
explain the properties of matter? 

Area of Study 2:  How can the versatility of non-
metals be explained? 

Area of Study 3:  Research investigation 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Explore and explain the relationships between 
properties, structure and bonding forces within 
and between molecules 

 Apply their knowledge to determine relative 
masses of elements and the composition of 
substances 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Practical work, including written reports 

 Tests 

 Report on independent investigation 

 End of unit examination 
 
 
UNIT 2:  What makes water such a unique chemical? 
 
This unit focusses on the physical and chemical 
properties of water, the reactions that occur in 
water and the various methods of water analysis. 
Students are introduced to stoichiometry and to 
analytical techniques and instrumental procedures. 
 
Area of Study 1:  How do substances interact with 
water? 

Area of Study 2:  How are substances in water 
measured and analysed? 

Area of Study 3:  Practical investigation 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Relate properties of water to its structure and 
bonding 

 Measure amounts of dissolved substances in 
water and analyse water samples for salts, 
organic compounds and acids and bases.  

 Design and undertake a quantitative 
investigation related to water quality 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Practical work, including written reports 

 Tests 

 Report on laboratory  investigation of water  

 End of unit examination 
 
It is strongly recommended that students planning to 
study Units 3 and 4 also study Units 1 and 2. 
 
 
UNIT 3:  How can chemical processes be designed to 
optimise efficiency? 
 
The global demand for energy and materials is 
increasing with world population growth. In this unit 
students explore energy options and the chemical 
production of materials with reference to 
efficiencies, renewability and the minimisation of 
their impact on the environment. 
 
Area of Study 1:  What are the options for energy 
production? 

Area of Study 2:  How can the yield of a chemical 
product be optimised? 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/chemistry/2016ChemistrySD.pdf
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 compare and evaluate different chemical energy 
resources and investigate the combustion of 
fuels 

 identify the purpose, design and operating 
principles of galvanic cells, fuel cells and 
electrolytic cells and calculate quantities in 
electrolytic reactions 

 analyse manufacturing processes with reference 
to factors that influence their reaction rates and 
extent 

 apply the equilibrium law and Le Chatelier’s 
principle to predict and explain the conditions 
that will improve the efficiency and percentage 
yield of chemical processes 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

Students will complete one task on each area of two 
areas of study. This task could be: 

 A report on a laboratory investigation 

 An analysis and evaluation of written material 

 A response to structured questions 
 
 
UNIT 4:  How are organic compounds categorised, 
analysed and used? 
 
Carbon is the basis of the diverse compounds found 
in living tissues and in the fuels, foods, medicines 
and many of the materials we use in everyday life. In 
this unit students investigate the structural features, 
bonding, reactions and uses of the major families of 
organic compounds including those found in food.  
 
Area of Study 1:  How can the diversity of carbon 
compounds be explained and categorised? 

Area of Study 2:  What is the chemistry of food? 

Area of Study 3:  Practical investigation 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 process data from instrumental analyses to 
confirm or deduce organic structures 

 predict the products of reaction pathways and 
design pathways to produce particular 
compounds from given starting materials 

 distinguish the chemical structures of key food 
molecules including carbohydrates, proteins, 
lipids and vitamins 

 use calorimetry to determine the energy 
released in the combustion of food 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

Students will complete one task on each area of two 
areas of study. This task could be: 

 A report on a laboratory investigation 

 An analysis and evaluation of written material 

 A response to structured questions 

 A comparison of food molecules 
 
 
PRACTICAL INVESTIGATION 

A student-designed or adapted practical 
investigation related to energy and/or food is 
undertaken in either Unit 3 or Unit 4, or across both 
Units 3 and 4. The investigation relates to 
knowledge and skills developed across Unit 3 and/or 
Unit 4.  
 
 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3  –  16% 
● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4  –  24% 
● End of year external examination  –  60% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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PHYSICS 

Rationale 

Physics is a natural science based on observations, experiments, measurements and mathematical analysis 
with the purpose of finding quantitative explanations for phenomena occurring from the subatomic scale 
through to the planets, stellar systems and galaxies in the Universe. In undertaking this study, students develop 
their understanding of the roles of careful and systematic experimentation and modelling in the development 
of theories and laws. They undertake practical activities and apply physics principles to  
explain and quantify both natural and constructed phenomena. 
 

 
 
UNIT 1:  What ideas explain the physical world? 
 
In this unit students explore how physics explains 
phenomena, at various scales, which are not always 
visible to the unaided human eye. They examine 
some of the fundamental ideas and models used by 
physicists in an attempt to understand and explain 
the world.  
 
Area of Study 1:  How can thermal effects be 
explained? 

Area of Study 2:  How do electric circuits work? 

Area of Study 3:  What is matter and how is it 
formed? 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 Apply thermodynamic principles to analyse, 
interpret and explain changes in thermal energy 
in selected contexts, and describe the 
environmental impact of human activities with 
reference to thermal effects and climate science 
concepts 

 Investigate and apply a basic DC circuit model to 
simple battery-operated devices and household 
electrical systems, apply mathematical models to 
analyse circuits, and describe the safe and 
effective use of electricity by individuals and the 
community 

 Explain the origins of atoms, the nature of 
subatomic particles and how energy can be 
produced by atoms 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Media response 

 Report of a selected physics phenomenon 

 Data analysis 

 Annotated folio of practical activities 

 Written test 

 End of unit examination 

UNIT 2:  What do experiments reveal about the 
physical world? 
 
In this unit students explore the power of 
experiments in developing models and theories. 
They investigate a variety of phenomena by making 
their own observations and generating questions, 
which in turn lead to experiments.  
 
Area of Study 1:  How can motion be described and 
explained?  

Area of Study 2:  Options 

Area of Study 3:  Practical investigation 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 Investigate, analyse and mathematically model 
the motion of particles and bodies 

 Investigate, analyse and apply concepts relating 
to the selected option 

 Design and undertake an investigation of a 
physics question related to the scientific inquiry 
processes of data collection and analysis, and 
draw conclusions based on evidence from 
collected data 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Media response 

 Data analysis 

 Annotated folio of practical activities 

 Written test 

 Report of a practical investigation 

 End of unit examination 
 
It is strongly recommended that students planning to 
study Units 3 and 4 also study Units 1 and 2. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/physics/2016PhysicsSD.pdf
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UNIT 3:  How do fields explain motion and electricity? 
 
In this unit students explore the importance of 
energy in explaining and describing the physical 
world. They explore the interactions, effects and 
applications of gravitational, electric and magnetic 
fields.  
 
Area of Study 1:  How do things move without 
contact?  

Area of Study 2:  How are fields used to move 
electrical energy? 

Area of Study 3:  How fast can things go? 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 Analyse gravitational, electric and magnetic 
fields, and use these to explain the operation of 
motors and particle accelerators and the orbits 
of satellites 

 Analyse and evaluate an electricity generation 
and distribution system 

 Investigate motion and related energy 
transformations experimentally, analyse motion 
using Newton’s laws of motion in one and two 
dimensions, and explain the motion of objects 
moving at very large speeds using Einstein’s 
theory of special relativity 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 A written test 

 A written report 

 A summary report of selected practical activities 
from the student’s log book 

 
 
UNIT 4:  How can two contradictory models explain 
both light and matter? 
 
In this unit, students explore the use of wave and 
particle theories to model the properties of light and 
matter. Students learn to think beyond the concepts 
experienced in everyday life to study the physical 
world from a new perspective.  
 
Area of Study 1:  How can waves explain the 
behaviour of light?   

Area of Study 2:  How are light and matter similar? 

Area of Study 3:  Practical investigation 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 Apply wave concepts to analyse, interpret and 

explain the behaviour of light 

 Provide evidence for the nature of light and 

matter, and analyse the data from experiments 

that supports this evidence 

 Design and undertake a practical investigation 

related to waves or fields or motion, and 

present methodologies, findings and 

conclusions in a scientific poster 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 A data analysis 

 A written test 

 A student designed extended practical 
investigation 

 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3  –  21% 
● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4  –  19% 
● End of year external examination  –  60% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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PSYCHOLOGY 
 

Rationale 

VCE Psychology provides students with a framework for exploring the complex interactions between 
biological, psychological and social factors that influence human thought, emotions and behaviour. In 
undertaking this study, students apply their learning to everyday situations including workplace 
and social relations. They gain insights into a range of psychological health issues in society.  
 

 
 
UNIT 1:  How are behaviour and mental processes 
shaped? 
 
In this unit students investigate the structure and 
functioning of the human brain and the role it plays 
in the overall functioning of the human nervous 
system. Students will explore brain plasticity and the 
influence that brain damage may have on a person’s 
psychological functioning. 
 
Area of Study 1:  How does the brain function? 

Area of Study 2:  What influences psychological 
development? 

Area of Study 3:  Student-directed research 
investigation 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to:  

 Describe how understanding of brain structure 
and function has changed over time 

 Explain how different areas of the brain 
coordinate different functions 

 Explain how brain plasticity and brain damage 
can change psychological functioning 

 Identify the varying influences of nature and 
nurture on a person’s psychological 
development 

 Explain different factors that may lead to 
typical or atypical psychological development 

 Investigate and communicate a substantiated 
response to a question related to brain function 
and/or development, including reference to at 
least two contemporary psychological studies 
and/or research techniques 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Research investigations 

 Analysis and evaluation of research 

 Annotated folio of practical activities 

 Tests and data analysis 

 Essays 

 Oral or visual presentations 

 Poster 
 
UNIT 2:  How do external factors influence behaviour 
and mental processes? 
 
In this unit students investigate how perception of 
stimuli enables a person to interact with the world 
around them and how their perception of stimuli 
can be distorted. Students will evaluate the role 
social cognition plays in a person’s attitudes, 
perception of themselves and relationships with 
others.  
 
Area of Study 1:  What influences a person’s 
perception of the world? 

Area of Study 2:  How are people influenced to 
behave in particular ways? 

Area of Study 3:  Student-directed practical 
investigation 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to:  

 Compare the sensations and perceptions of 
vision and analyse factors that may lead to the 
occurrence of perceptual distortions 

 Identify factors that influence individuals to 
behave in specific ways, and analyse ways in 
which others can influence individuals to 
behave differently 

 Design and undertake a practical investigation 
related to external influences on behaviour, 
and draw conclusions based on evidence from 
collected 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Research investigations 

 Analysis and evaluation of research 

 Annotated folio of practical activities 

 Tests and data analysis 

 Essays 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/psychology/2016PsychologySD.pdf
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 Oral or visual presentations 

 Poster 
 
UNIT 3:  How does experience affect behaviour and 
mental processes? 
 
This unit focusses on the functioning of the nervous 
system, the affect and management of stress, 
mechanisms of memory and learning and the 
contribution of classical and contemporary research 
to psychology. 
 
Area of Study 1:  How does the nervous system 
enable psychological functioning? 

Area of Study 2:  How do people learn and 
remember? 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Explain how the structure and function of the 
human nervous system enables a person to 
interact with the external world and analyse the 
different ways in which stress can affect nervous 
system functioning 

 Apply biological and psychological explanations 
for how new information can be learnt and 
stored in memory, and provide biological, 
psychological and social explanations of a 
person’s inability to remember information 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

Assessment tasks are selected from the following: 

 Research investigations 

 Analysis and evaluation of research 

 Annotated folio of practical activities 

 Tests and data analysis 

 Essays 

 Oral or visual presentations 
 
UNIT 4:  How is wellbeing developed and maintained? 
 
This unit focusses on the nature of consciousness, 
the importance of sleep and sleep disturbances; 
mental health and wellbeing and the 
biopsychosocial model. Students focus on states of 
consciousness and the relationship between 
consciousness and thoughts, feelings and 
behaviours.  
 
Area of Study 1:  How do levels of consciousness 
affect mental processes and behaviour? 

Area of Study 2:  What influences mental wellbeing? 

Area of Study 3:  Practical investigation 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Explain consciousness as a continuum, compare 
theories about the purpose and nature of sleep, 
and elaborate on the effects of sleep disruption 
on a person’s functioning 

 Explain the concepts of mental health and 
mental illness including influences of risk and 
protective factors, apply a biopsychosocial 
approach to explain the development and 
management of specific phobia, and explain the 
psychological basis of strategies that contribute 
to mental wellbeing 

 Design and undertake a practical investigation 
related to mental processes and psychological 
functioning, and present methodologies, 
findings and conclusions in a scientific poster 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

Assessment tasks are selected from the following: 

 Research investigations 

 Analysis and evaluation of research 

 Annotated folio of practical activities 

 Tests and data analysis 

 Essays 

 Oral or visual presentations 

 A structured scientific poster according to the 
VCAA template 

 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3  –  16% 
● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4  –  24% 
● End of year external examination  –  60% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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TECHNOLOGY 
 
 

VCE Food Studies takes an interdisciplinary approach to the 

exploration of food, with an emphasis on extending food knowledge 

and skills and building individual pathways to health and wellbeing 

through the application of practical food skills. VCE Food Studies 

provides a framework for informed and confident food selection 

and food preparation within today’s complex architecture of 

influences and choices. Students explore food from a wide range of 

perspectives. They study past and present patterns of eating, 

Australian and global food production systems and the many 

physical and social functions and roles of food. They research 

economic, environmental and ethical dimensions of food and 

critically evaluate information, marketing messages and new 

trends. Practical work is integral to Food Studies and includes 

cooking, demonstrations, creating and responding to design briefs, 

dietary analysis, food sampling and taste-testing, sensory analysis, 

product analysis and scientific experiments. 

 

Central to VCE Product Design and Technology is design thinking, 

which is applied through the product design process providing a 

structure for creative problem solving. The design process involves 

identification of a real need, problem or opportunity that is then 

articulated in a design brief. The need, problem or opportunity is 

investigated and informed by research to aid the development of 

solutions that take the form of physical, three-dimensional 

products. Development of these solutions requires the application 

of technology and a variety of cognitive and physical skills, including 

design thinking, drawing and computer-aided design, testing 

processes and materials, planning, construction, fabrication and 

evaluation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOOD STUDIES  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
 

PRODUCTION DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
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FOOD STUDIES 

Rationale 

Australia has a varied and abundant food supply, and food and cooking have become prominent in digital 
media and publishing. Globally, many people do not have access to a secure and varied food supply and many 
Australians, amid a variety of influences, consume food and beverage products that may harm their health. 
This study examines the background to this abundance and explores reasons for our food choices. VCE Food 
Studies is designed to build the capacities of students to make informed food choices. Students develop their 
understanding of food while acquiring skills that enable them to take greater ownership of their food  
decisions and eating patterns.  
 

 
 
UNIT 1:  Food origins 
 
This unit focusses on food from historical and 
cultural perspectives. Students investigate the 
origins and roles of food through time and across 
the world. Students consider the origins and 
significance of food through inquiry into particular 
food-producing regions of the world. Students will 
also focus on Australia. 
 
Area of Study 1:  Food around the world 

Area of Study 2:  Food in Australia 
 
ASSESSMENT 

The assessment for Unit 1 is: 

 a range of practical activities, with records that 
reflect on two of the practical activities that use 
ingredients found in earlier cultures and using 
ingredients indigenous to Australia.  

 In addition, at least one task for the assessment 
of Outcome 1 &2 should be selected from the 
following: a short written report, media analysis, 
research inquiry, historical timeline, 
comparative food-testing analysis or product 
evaluation, an oral presentation, a practical 
demonstration, a video or podcast.  

 
 
UNIT 2:  Food makers 
 
In this unit students investigate food systems in 
contemporary Australia. The unit focusses on 
commercial food production industries as well as 
food production in small-scale domestic settings, as 
both a comparison and complement to commercial 
production.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Food industries 

Area of Study 2:  Food in the home 
 

ASSESSMENT 

The assessment for Unit 2 is: 

 design and develop a practical food solution in 
response to an opportunity or a need in the food 
industry or school community and for domestic 
or a small scale setting 

 design and develop a practical food solution in 
response to an opportunity or a need in a 
domestic or small-scale setting 

 
 
UNIT 3:  Food in daily life 
 
This unit investigates the many roles and everyday 
influences of food. Students investigate the 
physiology of eating and appreciating food, and the 
microbiology of digestion. They also investigate the 
functional properties of food and the changes that 
occur during food preparation and cooking. They 
analyse the scientific rationale behind the Australian 
Dietary Guidelines and the Australian Guide to 
Healthy Eating (see www.eatforhealth.gov.au) and 
develop their understanding of diverse nutrient 
requirements 
 
Area of Study 1:  The science of food 

Area of Study 2:  Food choice, health and wellbeing 
 
SCHOOL BASED ASSESSMENT 

The assessment for Unit 3 is: 

 a range of practical activities and records‡ of 
two practical activities related to the functional 
properties of components of food as well as to 
healthy meals for children and families 

AND 

Any one or a combination of the following: 

 a short written report: media analysis, research 
inquiry, structured questions, case study 
analysis 

http://www.eatforhealth.gov.au/
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/foodstudies/FoodStudiesSD_2017.pdf
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 an annotated visual report 

 an oral presentation or a practical 
demonstration 

 a video or podcast 
 
 
UNIT 4:  Food issues, challenges and futures 
 
In this unit students examine debates about global 
and Australian food systems. The unit focusses on 
issues about the environment, ecology, ethics, 
farming practices, the development and application 
of technologies, and the challenges of food security, 
food safety, food wastage, and the use and 
management of water and land. It also focusses on 
individual responses to food information and 
misinformation and the development of food 
knowledge, skills and habits to empower consumers 
to make discerning food choices.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Environment and ethics 

Area of Study 2:  Navigating food information 
 
SCHOOL BASED ASSESSMENT 

The assessments for Unit 4 are: 

 a range of practical activities and records‡ of 
two practical activities related to sustainable 
and/or ethical food choices AND healthy food 
choices based on the Australian Guide to 
Healthy Eating 

AND 

 a written report that includes a selected food 
related topic, explanation of concerns related to 
environment, ethics and/or equity, analysis of 
work being done to solve problems and support 
solutions, and a conclusion outlining major 
findings and suggested set of practical 
guidelines for food consumers 

 

ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Units 3 and 4 – 
60% 

● End of year external written examination – 40% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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PRODUCT DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

Rationale 

Designers play an important part in our daily lives. They determine the form and function of the products we 
use and transform ideas into drawings and plans for the creation of products that fulfil human needs and 
wants. Students also consider sustainability issues. Students consider the consequences of product design 
choices, and develop skills to critically analyse existing products and develop their own creative 
solutions. 
 

 
 
 
UNIT 1:  Sustainable product redevelopment 
 
This unit focusses on the analysis, modification and 
improvement of a product design with 
consideration of sustainability. In this unit students 
examine claims of sustainable practices by 
designers. Students consider the sustainability of an 
existing product, such as the impact of sourcing 
materials, manufacture, distribution, use and likely 
disposal.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Sustainable redevelopment of a 
product 

Area of Study 2:  Producing and evaluating a 
redeveloped product 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 design and plan the redevelopment of a product 
with the intention of developing a different 
product with consideration of sustainability 
issues 

 select and apply materials, tools, equipment and 
processes to make a redeveloped product, and 
compare this with the original product 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 a design folio that contains an analysis of a 
product’s sustainability, a design brief, 
evaluation criteria, research, visualisations and 
design options, working drawings, a scheduled 
production plan, and an evaluation report on 
the finished product  

 a finished product and records of production 
and modifications. 

 a case study analysis 

 an oral presentation supported by notes and/or 
visual materials 

 a short written report that includes materials 
testing or trialling activities, industry visits, 
technical reports  

UNIT 2:  Collaborative design  
 
In this unit students work in teams to design and 
develop an item in a product range or contribute to 
the design, planning and production of a group 
product. They focus on factors including end-user/s’ 
needs and wants; function, purpose and context for 
product design; aesthetics; materials and 
sustainability; and the impact of these factors on a 
design solution.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Designing within a team 

Area of Study 2:  Producing and evaluating within a 
team 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 Design and plan a product or range of products 
collaboratively in response to a design brief 

 Justify, manage and use appropriate production 
processes to make a product safely and evaluate 
individually and as a member of a team, the 
processes and materials used and the suitability 
of a product or components of a group 
product/s against the design brief 

 
The two compulsory assessment tasks for this unit 
are:  

 a design folio that contains a design brief, 
evaluation criteria, research, visualisations and 
design options, working drawings, scheduled 
production plan, and evaluation report  

 product and records of production and 
modifications  

 
Additionally, suitable tasks for assessment may be 
selected from the following:  

 an oral report supported by notes and/or visual 
materials  

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/productdesign-and-technology/ProductDesignTechnology_SD_2018.pdf
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 a short written report that includes materials 
testing or trialling activities, industry visits, 
technical reports. 

 
 
UNIT 3:  Applying the product design process 

In this unit students are engaged in the design and 
development of a product that addresses a 
personal, local, or global problem (such as 
humanitarian issues), or that meets the needs and 
wants of a potential end-user/s. The product is 
developed through a design process and is 
influenced by a range of factors including the 
purpose, function and context of the product; user-
centred design; innovation and creativity; design 
elements and principles; sustainability concerns; 
economic limitations; legal responsibilities; material 
characteristics and properties; and technology.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Designing for end user/users 

Area of Study 2:  Product development in history 

Area of Study 3:  Designing for others 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 Investigate and define a design problem, and 
discuss how the design process leads to product 
design development 

 Explain and analyse influences on the design, 
development and manufacture of products 
within industrial settings  

 Document the product design process used to 
meet the needs of an end-user/s, and 
commence production of the designed product 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 A structured, annotated design brief, evaluation 
criteria and an explanation of how the designer 
will research and develop design ideas from the 
design brief, with reference to product design 
factors. 

 
Assessment tasks may include one or more of the 
following: 

 An extended response  

 a short written report  

 an oral presentation accompanied by notes 
and/or visual materials.  

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED TASK  

A folio comprising:  

 An end-user/s’ profile, a design brief, 
evaluation criteria, research, visualisations, 
design options with justification of the selected 
option, working drawings of final option, a 
scheduled production plan, a list of relevant 
processes used for larger scale production, and 
a record of progress and modifications. The 
design folio must include documentation of 
decisions, and acknowledge sources of 
information.  

 Production work accompanied by record of 
production progress and documentation of 
modifications with justification of these 
changes (text and images should be included). 

 
 
UNIT 4:  Product development and evaluation  

In this unit students engage with an end-user/s to 
gain feedback throughout the process of 
production. Students make comparisons between 
similar products to help evaluate the success of a 
product in relation to a range of product design 
factors. The environmental, economic and social 
impact of products throughout their life cycle can be 
analysed and evaluated with reference to the 
product design factors. 
 
Area of Study 1:  Product analysis and comparison 

Area of Study 2:  Product manufacture 

Area of Study 3:  Product evaluation 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 Compare, analyse and evaluate similar 
commercial products, taking into account a 
range of factors and using appropriate 
techniques 

 Apply a range of production skills and processes 
safely to make the product designed in Unit 3, 
and manage time and resources effectively and 
efficiently  

 Evaluate the finished product through testing 
and feedback against criteria, create end-user/s’ 
instructions or care labels and recommend 
improvements to future products 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

Assessment tasks may include one or more of the 
following:  

 an extended response  

 a short written report  

 structured questions  
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 an oral presentation accompanied by notes  

 an annotated visual report 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED TASK 

 A functional product that conforms to 
standards of quality indicated in the design 
brief outline of context 

AND  

 A written report that includes evaluation of the 
product 

AND  

 Relevant end-user/s instructions or care labels 
which highlight the features, assembly, care 
and/or repair of the product in any of the 
following formats: video tutorials, annotated 
image of the product or other multimedia 
format. 

 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3  –  12% 
● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4  –  8% 
● School assessed Task for Units 3 and 4  –  50% 
● End of year external examination  –  30% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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THE ARTS 
 
 
 

The Arts enable students to develop their creative and expressive 

capacities by learning about the different practices, disciplines and 

traditions that have shaped the expression of culture locally, 

nationally and globally. Students are both artist and audience in the 

Arts. They make and respond and learn to appreciate the specific 

ways this occurs in different disciplines. 

 

The Arts present ideas that are dynamic and rich in tradition. 

Through engaging in The Arts students are entertained, challenged 

and provoked to respond to questions and assumptions about 

individual and community identity, taking into account different 

histories and cultures. The Arts contributes to the development of 

confident and creative individuals and enriches Australian society. 

Students express, represent and communicate ideas in 

contemporary, traditional and emerging arts forms. In Dance, 

Drama and Music students explore the performing arts whilst in 

Media Arts, Visual Arts and Visual Communication Design students 

explore the world of visual representation and expression. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DANCE  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
 

DRAMA  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
 

MEDIA  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
 

MUSIC PERFORMANCE  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
 

STUDIO ARTS  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
 

VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN  -  1, 2, 3 & 4 
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DANCE 

Dance  

VCE Dance involves students as performers, choreographers and audience. The study is designed to develop 
students’ understanding and appreciation of dance that is based on innovation, creativity and dance practice 
across time and place. The movement vocabulary each student develops may reflect their experiences of 
dance in social, cultural, therapeutic or other contexts. By exploring connections between practice  
and theory students can further enrich their experiences.  
 

 
 
 
UNIT 1  

In this unit students explore the potential of the 
body as an instrument of expression and 
communication in conjunction with the regular and 
systematic development of physical dance skills. 
Students discover the diversity of expressive 
movement and purposes for dancing in dances from 
different times, places, cultures, traditions and/or 
styles.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Dance perspectives 

Area of Study 2:  Choreography and performance 

Area of Study 3:  Dance techniques and 
performance 

Area of Study 4:  Awareness and maintenance of the 
dancer’s body 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Describe and document features of other 
choreographers’ dance works  

 Choreograph and perform a solo, duo and/or 
group dance work and complete structured 
improvisations 

 Safely and expressively perform a learnt solo, 
duo or group dance work 

 Describe key approaches to wellbeing and health 
practices for dancers and essential aspects of 
physiology, and demonstrate the safe use and 
maintenance of the dancer’s body 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Written/oral or multimedia reports 

 Choreography and performance of solo and 
group dance work 

 Completion of structured solo and/or group 
improvisations 

 Performance of learnt solo or group dance work 
 

 
UNIT 2 

In this unit students extend their personal 
movement vocabulary and skill in using a 
choreographic process by exploring elements of 
movement (time, space and energy), the 
manipulation of movement through choreographic 
devices and the types of form used by 
choreographers. Students use the choreographic 
process to develop and link movement phrases to 
create a dance work.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Dance perspectives 

Area of Study 2:  Choreography and performance 

Area of Study 3:  Dance techniques and 
performance 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Analyse use of the movement categories and 
elements of movement in selected dance 
traditions, styles and/or works 

 Complete structured improvisations and 
choreograph and perform a solo, duo or group 
dance work  

 Safely and securely perform a learnt solo, duo or 
group dance work with artistry, and report on the 
realisation of the dance work 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Written/oral or multimedia reports 

 Choreography and performance of solo and 
group dance work 

 Completion of structured solo and/or group 
improvisations 

 Performance of learnt solo or group dance work 
 
 
 
 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/dance/2019DanceSD.pdf
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UNIT 3  

In this unit students choreograph, rehearse and 
perform a solo dance work that allows them to 
execute a diverse range of physical skills and actions 
drawn from all movement categories. Students 
continue regular and systematic dance training and 
learn and perform a duo or group dance work 
created by another choreographer. They continue 
to develop their ability to safely execute movement 
vocabulary and perform with artistry.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Dance perspectives 

Area of Study 2:  Choreography, performance and 
analysis of a skills-based solo dance work 

Area of Study 3:  Dance technique, performance and 
analysis of a learnt dance work 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Analyse two selected dance works 

 Choreograph, rehearse and perform a skills-
based solo dance work and analyse the processes 
used to realise the solo dance work 

 Learn, rehearse and prepare for performance, 
and perform a duo or group dance work by 
another choreographer and analyse the 
processes used. 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 Analyse two dance works selected from the 
VCAA prescribed list of dance works in a written 
report, responses to structured questions or 
multimedia report 

 Analyse the processes used in the choreography 
of a skills-based solo dance work, in rehearse and 
perform  

 Perform a group dance work created by another 
choreographer and analyse the processes used 

 
 
UNIT 4 

In this unit students choreograph, rehearse and 
perform a solo dance work with a cohesive 
structure. When rehearsing and performing this 
dance work, students focus on communicating the 
intention with accurate execution of choreographic 
variations of spatial organisation. They explore how 
they can demonstrate artistry in performance.  
 

Area of Study 1:  Dance perspectives 

Area of Study 2:  Choreography, performance and 
dance-making analysis 
 
On completion of this unit students should be able 
to: 

 Analyse a selected group dance work 

 Choreograph, rehearse, perform and analyse 
their realisation of a solo dance work 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

 Analysis of a work selected from the VCAA 
prescribed list of dance works through responses 
to structured questions or a multimedia report. 

 Analysis of the processes used in the 
choreography, rehearsal and performance of a 
solo dance work with a cohesive structure 
choreographed by the student through 
responses to structured questions or a 
multimedia report 

 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3  –  15% 
● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4  –  10% 
● End of year external performance examination   

–  50% 
● End of year external written examination  –  25% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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DRAMA 

Rationale 

The study of drama enables students’ individual and collective identities to be explored, expressed and 
validated. Students develop an ability to empathise through understanding and accepting diversity. Students 
draw from, and respond to, contexts and stories that reflect different cultures, genders, sexualities and 
abilities. VCE Drama connects students to multiple traditions of drama practice across a range of social, 
historical and cultural contexts. Through the processes of devising and performing drama, students investigate 
self and others by exploring and responding to the contexts, the narratives and the stories that shape  
their worlds.  
 

 
 
 
UNIT 1:  Introducing performance styles 
 
In this unit students study three or more 
performance styles from a range of social, historical 
and cultural contexts. They examine drama 
traditions of ritual and storytelling to devise 
performances that go beyond re-creation and/or 
representation of real life as it is lived. This unit 
focusses on creating, presenting and analysing a 
devised solo and/or ensemble performance that 
includes real or imagined characters and is based on 
stimulus material that reflects personal, cultural 
and/or community experiences and stories.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Creating a devised performance 

Area of Study 2:  Presenting a devised performance 

Area of Study 3:  Analysing a devised performance 

Area of Study 4:  Analysing a professional drama 
performance 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to  

 devise and document solo and/or ensemble 
drama works based on experiences and/or 
stories 

 perform devised drama works to an audience. 

 analyse the development, and the performance 
to an audience, of their devised work. 

 analyse the presentation of ideas, stories and 
characters in a drama performance by 
professional or other drama practitioners 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

Outcome 1: 

 demonstrate the use of play-making techniques 
to devise and develop a solo and/or ensemble 
drama works based on stories and/or characters 

 document the use of processes to create and 
develop stories and characters in drama in:  

 a paper-based journal  

 an e-journal  

 a journal that combines hard and soft copy 
components.  

 
Outcome 2: 

 perform devised solo and/or ensemble drama 
work that features stories and characters. 

 
Outcome 3: 

 analyse the drama work created and performed 
in Outcomes 1 and 2 using one of the following 
formats:  

 an oral presentation  

 a multimedia presentation  

 responses to structured questions.  
 
Outcome 4: 

 write an analysis in response to structured 
questions. 

 
 
UNIT 2:  Australian identity 
 
In this unit students study aspects of Australian 
identity evident in contemporary drama practice. 
This may also involve exploring the work of selected 
drama practitioners and associated performance 
styles. This unit focusses on the use and 
documentation of the processes involved in 
constructing a devised solo or ensemble 
performance.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Using Australia as inspiration 

Area of Study 2:  Presenting a devised performance 

Area of Study 3:  Analysing a devised performance 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/drama/2019DramaSD.pdf
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Area of Study 4:  Analysing an Australian drama 
performance 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 devise and document the processes used to 
create a solo or ensemble performance that 
reflects an aspect or aspects of Australian 
identity and contemporary drama practice. 

 present a devised performance that reflects 
aspects of Australian identity and contemporary 
drama practice. 

 analyse the development, and performance to 
an audience, of their devised work. 

 analyse and evaluate a performance of a drama 
work by Australian practitioners. 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

Outcome 1: 

 demonstrate the use of play-making techniques 
to devise and develop a solo and/or ensemble 
drama works based on stories and/or characters  

 document the processes used to create and 
develop stories and characters in drama in:  

 a paper-based journal a 

 an e-journal  

 a journal that combines hard and soft copy 
components  

 
Outcome 2: 

 perform a devised solo or ensemble drama work 
that features stories and characters 

 
Outcome 3: 

 analyse the drama work created and performed 
in Outcomes 1 and 2 using one of the following 
formats:  

 an oral presentation  

 a multimedia presentation  

 responses to structured questions 
 
Outcome 4  
 write an analysis in response to structured 

questions 
 
 
UNIT 3:  Devised ensemble performance 
 
In this unit students explore the work of drama 
practitioners and draw on contemporary practice as 
they devise ensemble performance work. Students 
explore performance styles and associated 
conventions from a diverse range of contemporary 

and/or traditional contexts. They work 
collaboratively to devise, develop and present an 
ensemble performance. Students analyse and 
evaluate a professional drama performance 
selected from the prescribed VCE Drama Unit 3 
Playlist published annually on the VCAA website.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Devising and presenting an 
ensemble performance 

Area of Study 2:  Analysing a devised ensemble 
performance 

Area of Study 3:  Analysing and evaluating a 
professional drama performance 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 
 develop and present characters within a devised 

ensemble performance that goes beyond a 
representation of real life as it is lived 

 analyse the use of processes, techniques and 
skills to create and present a devised ensemble 
performance 

 analyse and evaluate a professional drama 
performance. 

 
 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

Outcome 1: 
Development and presentation of characters within 
a devised ensemble performance. Each student 
should have approximately 5 to 8 minutes of primary 
focus performance time in the work.  
 
Outcome 2: 
Analysis of the development and performance of 
characters from the ensemble work developed for 
Outcome 1. The analysis and evaluation may be 
presented in one or both of the following formats:  
 an oral presentation  
 written responses to structured questions.  
 
Outcome 3: 
 an analysis and evaluation of a play selected 

from the Unit 3 Playlist. The analysis and 
evaluation will be presented as written 
responses to structured questions. 

 
 
UNIT 4:  Devised solo performance 
 
This unit focusses on the development and the 
presentation of devised solo performances. 
Students explore contemporary practice and works 
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that are eclectic in nature; that is, they draw on a 
range of performance styles and associated 
conventions from a diverse range of contemporary 
and traditional contexts. Students develop skills in 
extracting dramatic potential from stimulus material 
and use play-making techniques to develop and 
present a short solo performance.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Demonstrating techniques of solo 
performance 

Area of Study 2:  Devising a solo performance 

Area of Study 3:  Analysing and evaluating a devised 
solo performance 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to;  
 demonstrate, in response to given stimulus 

material, application of symbol and 
transformation of character, time and place, 
and describe the techniques used 

 create, develop and perform a solo 
performance in response to a prescribed 
structure 

 analyse and evaluate the creation, development 
and presentation of a solo performance devised 
in response to a prescribed structure 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

Outcome 1:  
A one- to two-minute presentation of a solo 
demonstration devised from given stimulus material 
AND a short oral or written statement, which 
describes techniques used in the demonstration.  
 
Outcome 2: 
Create, develop and perform a solo performance in 
response to a prescribed structure. 
 
Outcome 3: 
Analysis and evaluation of the solo performance 
devised in Outcome 2.  
The analysis and evaluation may be presented in one 
or both of the following formats:  
 an oral presentation  
 written responses to structured questions 
 

ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3  –  30% 
● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4  –  10% 
● End of year external performance examination   

–  35% 
● End of year external written examination  –  25% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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MEDIA 

Rationale 

VCE Media provides students with the opportunity to analyse media concepts, forms and products in an 
informed and critical way. Students consider narratives, technologies and processes from various perspectives 
including an analysis of structure and features. They examine debates about the media’s role in contributing 
to and influencing society. Students integrate these aspects of the study through the individual 
design and production of their media representations, narratives and products. 
 

 
 
 
UNIT 1:  Media forms, representations and Australian 
stories 
 
In this unit students develop an understanding of 
audiences and the core concepts underpinning the 
construction of representations and meaning in 
different media forms. They explore media codes 
and conventions and the construction of meaning in 
media products. Students analyse how 
representations, narrative and media codes and 
conventions contribute to the construction of the 
media realities audiences engage with and read.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Media representations 

Area of Study 2:  Media forms in production 

Area of Study 3:  Australian stories 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 Explain how media representations in a range of 
media products and forms, and from different 
periods of time, locations and contexts, are 
constructed, distributed, engaged with, 
consumed and read by audiences 

 Use the media production process to design, 
produce and evaluate media representations for 
specified audiences in a range of media forms 

 Analyse how the structural features of Australian 
fictional and non-fictional narratives in two or 
more media forms engage, and are consumed 
and read by, audiences 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

For this unit students are required to demonstrate 
three outcomes. As a set these outcomes 
encompass the areas of study in the unit. Suitable 
tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected 
from the following: 
 

 Audiovisual or video sequences 

 Radio or audio sequences 

 Photographs 

 Print layouts 

 Sequences or presentations using digital 
technologies  

 Posters 

 Written responses  

 Oral reports. 
 
 
UNIT 2:  Narrative across media forms 
 
In this unit students further develop an 
understanding of the concept of narrative in media 
products and forms in different contexts. Narratives 
in both traditional and newer forms include film, 
television, sound, news, print, photography, games, 
and interactive digital forms.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Narrative, style and genre 

Area of Study 2:  Narratives in production 

Area of Study 3:  Media and change 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 
 Analyse the intentions of media creators and 

producers and the influences of narratives on 
the audience in different media forms 

 Apply the media production process to create, 
develop and construct narratives 

 Discuss the influence of new media 
technologies on society, audiences, the 
individual, media industries and institutions 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

For this unit students are required to demonstrate 
three outcomes. As a set these outcomes 
encompass the areas of study in the unit. Suitable 
tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected 
from the following: 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/media/MediaSD_2018.pdf
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 Audiovisual or video sequences 

 Radio or audio sequences 

 Photographs 

 Print layouts 

 Sequences or presentations using digital 
technologies  

 Posters 

 Written responses  

 Oral reports 
 
 
UNIT 3:  Media narratives and pre-production 
 
In this unit students explore stories that circulate in 
society through media narratives. They consider the 
use of media codes and conventions to structure 
meaning, and how this construction is influenced by 
the social, cultural, ideological and institutional 
contexts of production, distribution, consumption 
and reception.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Narrative and ideology 

Area of Study 2:  Media production development 

Area of Study 3:  Media production design 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 
 Analyse how narratives are constructed and 

distributed, and how they engage, are 
consumed and are read by the intended 
audience and present day audiences 

 Research aspects of a media form and 
experiment with media technologies and media 
production processes to inform and document 
the design of a media production 

 Develop and document a media production 
design in a selected media form for a specified 
audience 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

Assessment tasks may include a combination of the 
following:  

 Written report 

 Essay 

 Short responses 

 Structured questions 

 Annotated visual report 

 Oral report 
 Presentation using digital technologies 
 
 
 

UNIT 4:  Media production and issues in the media 
 
Students move from production into post-
production where the manipulation, arrangement 
or layering of the ideas and material generated in 
pre-production and production leads to the 
realisation of their production design. Students 
undertake personal reflection and seek feedback on 
their work, developing, refining and resolving their 
product as a result. They document iterations of 
their production after considering the factors that 
have influenced the development, refinement of 
materials, technologies and processes, the 
resolution of ideas and the effect they have had on 
the final product  
 
Area of Study 1:  Media production 

Area of Study 2:  Agency and control in and of the 
media 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 
 Produce, refine and resolve a media product 

designed in unit 3 
 Discuss issues of agency and control in the 

relationship between the media and its 
audience 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

Assessment tasks may include a combination of the 
following: 

 Written report 

 Essay 

 Short responses 

 Structured questions 

 Annotated visual report 

 Oral report 
 
SCHOOL ASSESSED TASK 

Assessment for Media includes a School-assessed 
Task. The student’s level of performance in 
achieving Outcomes 2 and 3 in Unit 3 and Outcome 
1 in Unit 4 will be assessed through a School-
assessed Task 
 
ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 A research portfolio and accompanying 
documentation examining aspects of the 
selected media form 

 Production exercises with accompanying 
documentation that demonstrate a range of 
skills in the use of media technologies and 



 

 
Santa Maria College Senior Pathways Handbook 2021-2022 Page  74 

production processes relevant to the student 
selected media form 

 A media production design plan based on the 
selected media form identified in Unit 3, 
Outcome 2 

 A media product developed from the media 
production design produced in Unit 3 

 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3  –  10% 
● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4  –  10% 
● School assessed Task for Units 3 and 4  –  40% 
● End of year external examination  –  40% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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MUSIC PERFORMANCE 

Rationale  

A study of music enables students to strengthen their own relationship with music and to be personally 
enriched as they develop greater control of their own musical expression. Music learning requires students’ 
active engagement in the practices of listening, performing and composing. As they learn in music, students 
apply critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and critique the work of contemporary and historical 
practitioners and develop their understanding of the diverse ways in which music ideas can be shaped to 
communicate artistic and expressive intent. Students also develop insights into the music traditions of 
contemporary and historical global cultures and form understandings of ways in which music can 
interact with other arts forms and fields of endeavour 
 

 
 
 
UNIT 1 
 
This unit focusses on building students’ 
performance and musicianship skills to present 
performances of selected group and solo music 
works using one or more instruments. They study 
the work of other performers and explore strategies 
to optimise their own approach to performance. 
Students develop their listening, aural, theoretical 
and analytical musicianship skills and apply this 
knowledge when preparing and presenting 
performances. 
 
Area of Study 1:  Performance 

Area of Study 2:  Preparing for performance 

Area of Study 3:  Music language 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 prepare and perform a program of group and 
solo works 

 demonstrate and discuss techniques relevant to 
the performance of selected works 

 identify, re-create, extend and notate music 
language components and short phrases, and 
describe ways elements of music may be 
interpreted 

 
 
UNIT 2 
 
This unit focusses on building performance and 
musicianship skills. Students present performances 
of selected group and solo music works using one or 
more instruments and take opportunities to 
perform in familiar and unfamiliar venues and 
spaces. They study the work of other performers 

and refine selected strategies to optimise their own 
approach to performance.  
 
Areas of Study 1, 2 and 3:  as per Unit 1 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 prepare and perform a program of group and 
solo works  

 demonstrate and discuss techniques relevant to 
performance of selected works 

 re-create, extend and notate music language 
components and short phrases, and describe 
ways elements of music may be interpreted 

 devise a composition or an improvisation that 
uses music language evident in work/s being 
prepared for performance 

 
 
UNIT 3 
 
This unit focusses on building and refining 
performance and musicianship skills. Students focus 
on either group or solo performance and begin 
preparation of a performance program they will 
present in the end-of-year examination. As part of 
their preparation, students will also present 
performances of both group and solo music works 
using one or more instruments and take 
opportunities to perform in familiar and unfamiliar 
venues and spaces.  
 
Areas of Study 1, 2 and 3:  as per Unit 1 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to  

 prepare and perform a program of group and 
solo works, and demonstrate a diverse range of 
techniques and expressive qualities and an 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/music/2017MusicSD.pdf
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understanding of a wide range of music styles 
and performance conventions 

 demonstrate and discuss techniques relevant to 
performance of selected works 

 identify, re-create, notate and transcribe short 
excerpts of music, and discuss the 
interpretation of expressive elements of music 
in pre-recorded works 

 
 
UNIT 4 
 
This unit focusses on further development and 
refinement of performance and musicianship skills. 
Students focus on either group or solo performance 
and continue preparation of a performance program 
they will present in the end-of-year examination. All 
students present performances of both group and 
solo music works using one or more instruments and 
take opportunities to perform in familiar and 
unfamiliar venues and spaces.  
 
Areas of Study 1, 2 and 3:  as per Unit 1 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 

 prepare and perform informed interpretations 
in a program of group and solo works, and 
demonstrate a diverse range of techniques, 
expressive qualities and understanding of a wide 
range of music styles and performance 
conventions 

 demonstrate and discuss techniques relevant to 
refining the performance of selected works 

 identify, re-create, notate and transcribe short 
excerpts of music, and discuss the 
interpretation of expressive elements of music 
in pre-recorded works 

 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3  –  20% 
● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4  –  10% 
● End of year external performance examination  

–  50% 
● End of year external written/aural examination  

–  20% 
N.B. Students will not be required to 
perform/play/sing in the aural and written 
examination. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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STUDIO ARTS 

Rationale 

VCE Studio Arts encourages and supports students to recognise their individual potential as artists and develop 
their understanding and development of art making. The creative nature of the visual arts provides individuals 
with the opportunity for personal growth, the expression of ideas and a process for examining identity. 
Exhibitions of artworks offer an insight into the diverse interpretations of life and experiences of artists. 
Engagement with artworks facilitates creative thinking and the development of new ideas; it also 
supports connection and exchange within local, national and global communities.  
 

 
 
UNIT 1:  Studio inspiration and techniques 
 
In this unit students focus on developing an 
individual understanding of the stages of studio 
practice and learn how to explore, develop, refine, 
resolve and present artworks. Students explore 
sources of inspiration, research artistic influences, 
develop individual ideas and explore a range of 
materials and techniques related to specific art 
forms. 
 
Area of Study 1:  Researching and recording ideas 

Area of Study 2:  Studio practice 

Area of Study 3:  Interpreting art ideas and use of 
materials and techniques 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to:  
 Identify sources of inspiration and artistic 

influences and outline individual ideas, art forms 
and aesthetic qualities, and translate these into 
visual language. 

 Produce at least one finished artwork and 
progressively record the development of their 
studio practice, conveying individual ideas 
through the exploration of materials and 
techniques in the selected art form/s. 

 Discuss the artistic practice of artists from 
different times and cultures, their sources of 
inspiration, materials and techniques for at least 
two artworks by each artist 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 an outline of a proposed investigation of studio 
practice using visual language 

 a selection of exploratory work and a visual 
diary, showing sources of ideas and the use of a 
variety of materials and techniques 

 at least one finished artwork 

 extended & short-answer responses, digital & 
oral presentations 

 
 
UNIT 2:  Studio exploration and concepts 
 
In this unit students focus on establishing and using 
a studio practice to produce artworks. The studio 
practice includes the formulation and use of an 
individual approach to documenting sources of 
inspiration, and experimentation with selected 
materials and techniques relevant to specific art 
forms.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Exploration of studio practice and 
development of artworks 

Area of Study 2:  Ideas and styles in artworks 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to:  
 Develop an individual exploration proposal to 

form the basis of a studio process, and from this 
produce and document a variety of potential 
directions in a visual diary for at least one 
artwork 

 Compare a range of historical and 
contemporary art periods, styles or movements, 
and analyse the ways in which artists 
communicate ideas, develop styles and 
demonstrate aesthetic qualities in artworks 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 an exploration proposal 

 studio process 

 at least one artwork 

 extended & short-answer responses, digital & 
oral presentations 

 
 
 
 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/studioarts/StudioArtsSD-2017.pdf
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UNIT 3:  Studio practices and processes 
 
In this unit students focus on the implementation of 
an individual studio process leading to the 
production of a range of potential directions. 
Students develop and use an exploration proposal to 
define an area of creative exploration. They plan and 
apply a studio process to explore and develop their 
individual ideas.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Exploration proposal 

Area of Study 2:  Studio process 

Area of Study 3:  Artists and studio practices 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to  
 prepare an exploration proposal that formulates 

the content and parameters of an individual 
studio process including a plan of how the 
proposal will be undertaken 

 progressively present an individual studio 
process recorded in written and visual form that 
produces a range of potential directions, and 
reflects the concepts and ideas documented in 
the exploration proposal and work plan 

 examine the practice of at least two artists, with 
reference to two artworks by each artist, 
referencing the different historical and cultural 
context of each artwork 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

Assessment tasks may include a combination of the 
following: 

 structured questions 

 an annotated visual report 

 an essay 

 a presentation using digital technologies 

 a series of short responses 

 an oral presentation with supporting visual 
evidence 

 
 
UNIT 4:  Studio practice and art industry contexts 
 
In this unit students focus on the planning, 
production and evaluation required to develop, 
refine and present artworks that link cohesively 
according to the ideas resolved in Unit 3. To support 
the creation of artworks, students present visual and 
written evaluation that explains why they selected a 
range of potential directions from Unit 3 to produce 
at least two finished artworks in Unit 4.  

Area of Study 1:  Production and presentation of 
artworks 

Area of Study 2:  Evaluation 

Area of Study 3:  Art industry contexts 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 
 present at least two finished artworks based on 

selected and evaluated potential directions 
developed through the studio process, which 
demonstrate refinement and application of 
materials and techniques, and that realise and 
communicate the student’s ideas expressed in 
the exploration proposal 

 provide visual and written documentation that 
identifies and evaluates the extent to which the 
artworks reflect the selected potential 
directions, and effectively demonstrates a 
cohesive relationship between the works 

 compare the methods used by artists and 
considerations of curators in the preparation, 
presentation, conservation and promotion of 
specific artworks in at least two different 
exhibitions 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

Assessment tasks may include a combination of the 
following: 

 structured questions 

 an annotated visual report 

 an essay 

 a presentation using digital technologies 

 an oral presentation with visual evidence from 
the exhibitions visited 

 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3  –  5% 
● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4  –  5% 
● School assessed Task for Units 3 and 4  –  60% 
● End of year external examination  –  30% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOB CLUSTERS 
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VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN 

Rationale 

Visual communication design can inform people’s decisions about where and how they live and what they buy 
and consume. The visual presentation of information influences people’s choices about what they think, what 
they need or want. The study provides students with the opportunity to develop informed, critical and 
discriminating approaches to understanding and using visual communications, and nurtures their ability to 
think creatively about design solutions. Design thinking, which involves the application of creative, critical and 
reflective techniques, supports skill development in areas beyond design, including science,  
business, marketing and management.  
 

 
 
 
UNIT 1:  Introduction to visual communication design  
 
This unit focusses on using visual language to 
communicate messages, ideas and concepts. This 
involves acquiring and applying design thinking skills 
as well as drawing skills to create messages, ideas 
and concepts, both visible and tangible. Students 
practise their ability to draw what they observe and 
they use visualisation drawing methods to explore 
their own ideas and concepts.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Drawing as a means of 
communication 

Area of Study 2:  Design elements and design 
principles 

Area of Study 3:  Visual communications in context 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 
 Create drawings for different purposes using a 

range of drawing methods, media and materials.  
 Select and apply design elements and design 

principles to create visual communications that 
satisfy stated purposes  

 Describe how visual communications in a design 
field have been influenced by past and 
contemporary practices, and by social and 
cultural factors 

 
EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Folio of observational, visualisation and 
presentation drawings created using manual 
and/or digital methods 

 Final presentations created using manual and 
digital methods  

 Written report of a case study  
 Annotated visual report of a case study  

 Oral report of a case study supported by written 
notes and/or visual materials  

 Presentation using digital technologies 
 
 
UNIT 2:  Applications of visual communication within 
design fields  
 
This unit focusses on the application of visual 
communication design knowledge, design thinking 
and drawing methods to create visual 
communications to meet specific purposes in 
designated design fields. Students use presentation 
drawing methods that incorporate the use of 
technical drawing conventions to communicate 
information and ideas associated with the 
environmental or industrial fields of design.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Technical drawing in context 

Area of Study 2:  Type and imagery in context 

Area of Study 3:  Applying the design process 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 
 Create presentation drawings that incorporate 

relevant technical drawing conventions and 
effectively communicate information and ideas 
for a selected design field 

 Manipulate type and images to create visual 
communications suitable for print and screen-
based presentations, taking into account 
copyright 

 Apply stages of the design process to create a 
visual communication appropriate to a given 
brief 

 
 
 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/visualcomm/VisualCommunicationDesignSD_2018.pdf
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EXAMPLES OF ASSESSMENT TASKS 

 Folio of technical drawings created using 
manual and digital methods 

 Folio of typography and image ideas and 
concepts created using manual and digital 
methods  

 Written and/or oral descriptions and analysis of 
historical and contemporary design examples 

 Folio demonstrating the design process using 
manual and digital methods 

 Final presentations of visual communications 
 
 
UNIT 3:  Visual communication design practices  
 
In this unit students gain an understanding of the 
process designers employ to structure their thinking 
and communicate ideas with clients, target 
audiences, other designers and specialists. Through 
practical investigation and analysis of existing visual 
communications, students gain insight into how the 
selection of methods, media and materials, and the 
application of design elements and design 
principles, can create effective visual 
communications for specific audiences and 
purposes.  
 
Area of Study 1:  Analysis and practice in context 

Area of Study 2:  Design industry practice 

Area of Study 3:  Developing a brief and generating 
ideas 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 
 Create visual communications for specific 

contexts, purposes and audiences that are 
informed by their analysis of existing visual 
communications in the three design fields 

 Discuss the practices of a contemporary 
designer from each of the design fields and 
explain factors that influence these practices 

 Apply design thinking in preparing a brief with 
two communication needs for a client, 
undertaking research and generating a range of 
ideas relevant to the brief 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSEWORK 

In response to given stimulus material, create three 
visual communications designs for different 
contexts, purposes and audiences. These visual 
communications will include evidence of:  

 Two- or three-dimensional presentation 
drawing 

 Use of manual and digital methods 
and 
 An analysis of the connections between the 

three visual communications and the stimulus 
material using one of the following forms: 
annotated visual communications, written or 
oral report supported by visual evidence 

 
Discuss the practices of a contemporary designer 
from each of the design fields and explain factors 
that influence these practices. Presented as: 
 a written report 
 short and extended responses 
 structured questions 
 an annotated visual report 

 
SCHOOL ASSESSED TASK 

A brief that identifies the contexts, constraints, 
client’s needs and target audience, and a folio 
generating ideas relevant to the brief. The 
development folio for each need will include 
evidence of:  
 use of design process and design thinking 

strategies  
 annotated research for information and 

inspiration 
 observational and visualisation drawings  
 generation of a wide range of design ideas 
 
 
UNIT 4:  Visual communication design development, 
evaluation and presentation  

 
The focus of this unit is on the development of 
design concepts and two final presentations of 
visual communications to meet the requirements of 
the brief. This involves applying the design process 
twice to meet each of the stated communication 
needs. Students continue the design process from 
Unit 3 by developing and refining concepts for each 
communication need stated in the brief. Students 
produce two final visual communication 
presentations. 
 
Area of Study 1:  Development, refinement and 
evaluation 

Area of Study 2:  Final presentations 
 
On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to: 
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 Develop distinctly different concepts for each 
communication need and devise a pitch to 
present concepts to an audience, evaluating the 
extent to which these concepts meet the 
requirements of the brief 

 Produce a final visual communication 
presentation for each communication need that 
satisfies the requirements of the brief  

 
 
SCHOOL ASSESSED TASK 

A folio of conceptual developments for each need. 
The conceptual development folio for each need will 
include evidence of:  
 use of design process and design thinking 

strategies 
 application of manual and digital methods, 

media, materials, design elements, design 
principles, presentation formats 

 development and refinement of concepts 
 construction and presentation of a pitch to an 

audience 
 reasons for selection of preferred concepts for 

each need 
 
ASSESSMENT 

● School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3  –  25% 
● School assessed Task for Units 3 and 4  –  40% 
● End of year external examination  –  35% 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

JOB CLUSTERS 
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VET  
(Vocational Education and Training) 
 
 
 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) courses provide an 

opportunity for students to gain a nationally recognised vocational 

qualification as part of either the VCE or VCAL.  It is highly 

recommended to start a VET course at Unit 1. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Registered Training Organisations (RTOs) 

Registered Training Organisations are responsible 
for the delivery, assessment and certification of VET 
qualifications.  An RTO may be at a host school, TAFE 
or private organisation. 
 
Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) 

Structured Workplace Learning is an essential part 
of the VET program, with some courses having 
mandatory hours to complete.  This feature of the 
course enables the student to demonstrate 
acquired skills and knowledge in an industry setting.  
During this work placement a student will undertake 
specific tasks in order to demonstrate competence.  
They will be monitored regularly and may also be 
assessed on their performance. 
 
Features of VET 

VET: 

 Is a two year program combining general VCAL 
or VCE studies and accredited vocational 
education and training 

 Enables students to complete a nationally 
recognised vocational qualification and senior 
studies at the same time 

 Focusses on students developing industry 
specific and workplace skills 

 Is a vocationally orientated program designed to 
meet the needs of industry 

 Programs count towards VCE and VCAL 
programs 

 Programs can contribute to the ATAR score or as 
a Study Score derived from course work tasks 
and an end of year examination 

 Prepares students for the workforce 

 Programs articulate directly into further 
education and training at TAFE 

 
Please Note:  There may be changes to the range of 
VET courses offered. Arrangements for 2021 are still 
in progress. There may be additional courses which 
will be published in the VETiS Handbook. 
 
 

 
 
Fees:  Some VET subjects incur additional costs 
associated with their programs. These costs vary 
depending on the subject and will be shown in the 
Santa Maria Fee Schedule 2021. Families are 
expected to pay the material fees for the VET 
course. Families will incur the new costs for any VET 
subject changes post subject selection deadline. 
 
What courses are accessed through the Northern 
Melbourne VET Cluster (NMVC) or Inner Melbourne 
VET Cluster (IMVC)? 

Please check the NMVC Handbook 
(https://bit.ly/2020NMVCHandbook), and the IMVC 
Handbook (https://bit.ly/2020IMVCHandbook) for 
details of VET programs available. Please note that 
these may change for 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://bit.ly/2020NMVCHandbook
https://bit.ly/2020IMVCHandbook
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VCAL  
(Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning) 
 
 
 

The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) is a Senior 

School qualification designed to provide additional pathways for 

Year 11 and 12 students interested in vocationally orientated career 

options such as traineeships, apprenticeships, diplomas and 

advanced diplomas, and employment.  It sits alongside the VCE but 

provides a wider range of education and training pathways.  It offers 

a different style of learning where students learn through practical 

activities, work and community partnerships.  On the completion of 

Year 12, VCAL students can take one of two pathways.  They can 

commence an apprenticeship or traineeship or they can continue 

with their studies at TAFE. Successful completion of many TAFE 

courses allows students to commence further studies either at 

university or TAFE. 

 

Students are not required to complete exams and are not issued 

with an ATAR score.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 
 

Santa Maria College Senior Pathways Handbook 2021-2022 Page  85 

VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF APPLIED 
LEARNING (VCAL) 
 
In 2021 VCAL will be offered at two Certificate levels 
- Intermediate and Senior, depending upon the level 
that matches the student’s needs and abilities.  
Students will attend school for 3 days per week, a 
day at her VET studies and work one day a week.  
The work component will be organised as a School 
Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship (SBAT) or a 
structured work placement (SWL). 
 
VCAL has four compulsory strands: 

 Literacy and Numeracy  Skills 

 Work Related Skills 

 Industry Specific Skills 

 Personal Development Skills 
 
Literacy, Numeracy, Work Related and Personal 
Development strands are delivered through a 
program run at the College.  The Industry Specific 
Skills are delivered through enrolment in a VET 
course or a School Based Apprenticeship and 
Traineeship.  Students must be enrolled in one or 
the other in order to qualify for VCAL. 
 
COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Personal Development Skills Units 1 & 2 and Personal 
Development Skills for Further Study (Units 3 & 4): 
 
This involves students exploring the concepts of 
teamwork, project organisation, self-management, 
leadership and responsibility.  Students undertake 
and develop the knowledge and skills that lead to 
personal and social responsibility, building 
community, civic responsibility and improving self- 
confidence.  They will engage in a community 
partnership where they work with people outside of 
the school community. Religious Education is 
integrated through Personal Development Skills. 
 
Literacy: 
Literacy is divided into two areas: 

1. Reading and writing 
2. Oral 

Curriculum encourages the development of 
knowledge/skills in the contexts of family, 
community, employment and further learning. 
 

 
 
 
Numeracy: 
Curriculum develops the use of mathematical skills 
within society related to design, measuring, time, 
travel, etc. 
 
Work Related Skills: 
Focusses on enterprise, teamwork, communication, 
wages and work conditions, researching industry 
areas, OH&S, etc.  The unit may include skills 
demonstrated at their structured work placements, 
apprenticeship or traineeship. 
 
Industry Specific Skills: 
Develops the knowledge and skills, including resume 
writing, job applications and mock interviews, 
related to one or more vocational areas in 
preparation for work or further training. 
 
Selection will be based on a student’s vocational 
goals and suitability for the program.  Application 
procedures and selection criteria will be available at 
the compulsory Information Evening which will be 
held at the College later in the year. 
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SBAT  
(School-based Apprenticeships and Traineeships) 
 
 
 

School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships (SBAT’s) allow 

students to work part time in traineeships or apprenticeships whilst 

completing their VCE or VCAL. Students, parents, the employer and 

the Registered Training Organisation are required to sign a Training 

Contract.  Students are required to commit an average of 13 hours 

a week to the SBAT and may be required to work or to complete the 

TAFE component of their SBAT during weekends and/or term 

breaks. 
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School-based Apprenticeships and Traineeships 
(SBAT) 
 
School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships 
(SBAT’s) allow students to work part time in 
traineeships or apprenticeships whilst completing 
their VCE or VCAL. Students, parents, the employer 
and the Registered Training Organisation are 
required to sign a Training Contract.  Students are 
required to commit an average of 13 hours a week 
to the SBAT and may be required to work or to 
complete the TAFE component of their SBAT during 
weekends and/or term breaks. 
 
How does an SBAT work? 

You will: 
1. Be enrolled in VCAL or VCE. 
2. Sign a training contract in conjunction with 

your employer, RTO and parents. 
3. Be paid while you train.  
4. Attend TAFE or other registered training 

organisation (RTO) one day a week, after 
school or on block release. 

5. Commit to 13 hours per week in work and 
training. 

 
Who is eligible to undertake an SBAT? 

1. Students over 15 years of age who are 
permanent residents. 

2. Students who attend school and are 
committed to completing their secondary 
studies. 

3. Students who are prepared to commit a 
minimum of 13 hours a week to work and 
training. 

4. Students need to be available during the 
school week and school holidays. 

5. Students who can manage their time 
between three settings, school, work and 
training. 

 
What are the rewards for students? 

1. Great career prospects. 
2. A certificate that is recognised all over 

Australia. 
3. Getting paid for training. 
4. Gaining credits towards your VCAL, VCE or 

apprenticeship. 
5. Finishing secondary school with two 

certificates. 
6. Improved employment prospects. 

 

What is the difference between an SBAT and a VET 
program? 

An SBAT combines a full VET certificate program 
with paid employment. In this way students can 
benefit from part time work whilst still completing a 
full course of study at school. VET programs while 
offering structured workplace learning do not offer 
paid employment as part of their course. 
 
What Apprenticeship Programs are available to 
students? 

 Agriculture 

 Automotive 

 Business Administration 

 Fitness 

 Hairdressing 

 Hospitality 

 Information Technology 

 Retail 
 

How to locate a suitable employer? 

A key feature of the SBAT program is finding suitable 
employment.  There are two methods a student can 
use to locate an employer for their SBAT program. 

1. Approach family, friends and employers in 
sourcing suitable employment. 

2. Use the services provided by the Job 
Networks (see the VET/VCAL Leader or 
Careers Coordinator at the College). 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

What do I need to do to be awarded the VCE? 
The VCE is awarded on the basis of the satisfactory 
completion of units.  The decision about satisfactory 
completion of a unit is distinct from the assessment 
of levels of performance.  Study is normally 
completed over at least two years, but students may 
accumulate units over a number of years. 
 
What are the minimum requirements to be awarded 
the VCE? 
The VCE is awarded on the basis of satisfactory 
completion of units according to the VCE program 
requirements. The minimum requirement is 
satisfactory completion of 16 units, which must 
include: 

 Three units from the English group, including a 
Unit 3 and 4 sequence.  

 An additional three Unit 3 and 4 sequences of 
studies other than English, which may include 
any number of English sequences once the 
English requirement has been met. 

 
What is a learning outcome? 
For every subject there is a series of ‘learning 
outcomes’.  These outcomes state what you will be 
studying during the unit, and what you should be 
able to do by the end of the semester.  These are the 
things that you will be assessed on and you must 
satisfactorily complete them. 
 
What does the unit structure at VCE mean? 
Each VCE Unit is numbered 1, 2, 3 or 4. 
 
Units 1 and 2 
Units 1 and 2 may be done separately or as a pair.  
Please check recommendations from each subject 
area when selecting your units.  It is recommended 
that where possible students choose to study a Unit 
1 and 2 sequence. 
 
Units 3 and 4 and eligibility for a study score 
Units 3 and 4 of all studies must be done as a 
sequence.  Unit 3 must be studied in Semester 1 and 
Unit 4 must be studied in Semester 2.  A student 
must enrol in a Unit 3 and 4 sequence.  If a student 
gains an ‘S’ for both Units 3 and 4 of a study, then 
they are eligible to receive a study score. 
 
 

What does Satisfactory Completion mean? 
The student will receive an ‘S’ for a unit when the 
school determines that all outcomes are achieved 
satisfactorily.  This means that you have 
demonstrated a satisfactory level of knowledge 
through the completion of various tasks as set by 
your teacher.  The consequence of failing to 
satisfactorily complete an outcome is quite serious.  
The unit cannot be counted towards your VCE and 
you may even find yourself having to repeat it.  In 
addition you can be given an ‘N’ (non satisfactory) if 
you: 

 Hand in work late 

 Copy someone else’s work 

 Help someone else to cheat 

 Accept “undue assistance” for the work 

 Breach the school’s attendance rules 
 
What are the minimum requirements in English that 
must be met to be awarded the VCE? 
The minimum English requirement is three units 
from the English group, including a Unit 3 and 4 
sequence. English units may be selected from 
English Units 1 – 4, Literature Units 1 – 4, English 
Language Units 1 – 4 and EAL Units 3 and 4. 
 
How long does a unit run for? 
All units are semester based.  Generally in Year 11 
students will complete Unit 1 and 2 sequences, 
whilst in Year 12 they will complete Unit 3 and 4 
sequences.  Some students, after consultation and 
approval, may enter a Unit 3 and 4 sequence in Year 
11. Please refer to the guidelines and criteria related 
to this. 
 
What do I need to consider when planning my VCE 
program of study? 
When deciding which units to choose for the first 
year of your VCE, consider the following: 

 What subjects am I currently completing in Year 
10 that I am good at? 

 What subjects am I currently completing in Year 
10 that I am interested in? 

 What are my strengths as a student? 

 Have I thought about a career path that I may 
wish to follow? 

 Have I asked other students who have studied 
these subjects what work is involved? 
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 Have I looked at any prerequisite subjects 
needed for possible tertiary entrance? 

 Have I spoken with the Career’s Leader if I am 
still confused? 

 What does my Morrisby report tell me? 
 
How is the VCE assessed in Year 11? 
You are assessed on two levels in Year 11.  Firstly, 
your teacher will determine whether you have 
satisfactorily completed all outcomes in a unit.  This 
will be shown on your end of Semester Report as an 
‘S’ or ‘N’ and will be reported to VCAA.  Secondly, 
your performance in the subject will be assessed.  
This performance result is not reported to VCAA but 
will also appear on your end of semester report as a 
numerical score.  A student whose grades are 
unsatisfactory in a subject may not be 
recommended to do the same subject in Units 3 and 
4. 
 
How is the VCE assessed in Year 12? 
The satisfactory completion of all outcomes will be 
reported as “S” or “N”, the same as in Year 11.  For 
every subject you will also be doing a number of 
school assessed tasks/coursework, which are 
completed in class.  The mark you get for these in a 
particular subject will be your school assessed 
task/coursework mark, which will be sent to VCAA.  
It will then be statistically moderated against your 
performance in the examination, and added to your 
examination result/s to determine your study score 
for that unit of study. 
 
For each study, details of assessment will be 
published annually by the VCAA in an “Assessment 
Guide” publication.  The College publishes annual 
assessment rules pertaining to the completion of 
work, extensions to SAC/SAT submission dates and 
promotion to the next level of study.  Students must 
make themselves familiar with all relevant course 
documentation. 
 
What is the GAT? 
The GAT or General Achievement Test is run by 
VCAA for all students studying a Unit 3 and 4 
sequence.  The GAT is used to monitor a student’s 
performance on SAC’s, SAT’s and on examinations.  
Therefore, it is very much in your interest to do your 
best on the GAT. 
 
What is the VCE Baccalaureate? 
The VCE (Baccalaureate) has been designed to 
provide further information about the kind of senior 
secondary program of study a student has 

undertaken within the very flexible structure of the 
VCE. It also provides an additional form of 
recognition for those students who choose to 
undertake the demands of studying both a higher 
level mathematics and a language in their VCE 
program of study. 
 
The VCE (Baccalaureate) is contained within the VCE 
and is not another senior secondary credential. The 
two senior secondary certificates in Victoria are the 
VCE and the VCAL. 
 
To be eligible to receive the VCE (Baccalaureate) the 
student must satisfactorily complete the VCE and 
receive a study score for each prescribed study 
component.  
 
The VCE program of study must include: 

 a Unit 3 and 4 sequence in English or Literature 
or English Language with a study score of 30 or 
above; or a Units 3 and 4 sequence in EAL with 
a study score of 33 or above 

 a Unit 3 and 4 sequence in either Mathematics 
Methods (CAS) or Specialist Mathematics 

 a Unit 3 and 4 sequence in a VCE Language 

 at least two other Unit 3 and 4 sequences  
 
The student’s Statement of Results will include an 
additional statement that recognises the award of 
the VCE (Baccalaureate). 
 
What if I am having trouble meeting a deadline? 
If work is not submitted on time, you run the risk of 
receiving an “N” for an outcome, and thus for the 
entire unit.  Extensions will only be granted in 
genuine cases of significant hardship or when 
supported by medical documentation and at the 
discretion of the Year 11 & 12 Village Learning 
Leader.  All applications should be discussed with 
this person. 
 
Can I change subjects? 
Students may change a Unit 1, 2 or 3 no later than 
within the first two weeks of the study and subject to 
availability. This time limit is to ensure students are 
still able to achieve a satisfactory standard in the 
study they move into.  
 
Where can I get more information about the VCE? 
For general VCE information consult the Year 11 & 
12 Village Learning Leader or the Deputy Principal – 
Learning and Teaching.  For subject specific 
information, consult your subject teacher or 
Learning Area Leader.  Useful websites on VCE and 
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tertiary selection are www.vcaa.vic.edu.au and 
www.vtac.edu.au 
 
Having considered all those questions, what should I 
do next? 
List the units that you would like to complete, 
including units at Unit 1, 2, 3, and 4 levels.  Once you 
have mapped out a draft of your selections, show it 
to your Village Leaders, subject teachers, parents 
and any other significant person who may be able to 
discuss this with you.  Also check that you have met 
the requirements for the English group of subjects 
as outlined earlier in this document. 
 
What else is important to remember? 

 The College reserves the right to not offer a 
subject in 2021 if there is insufficient student 
interest. 

 Students who have submitted their choices late 
will run the risk of not being able to access their 
subject/s of first choice.  

 All subjects carry with them a “Teacher 
Recommendation” based on given criteria that 
are consistent across all subject areas.  

 For some subjects additional recommendations 
may also be required.  

 
 
NB: In most cases, Units 1 or 2 can be studied 
without any previous study in the subject, but 
continuity is important so that a student can be 
successful in Units 3 and 4. In a few cases, Units 3 
and 4 may be studied without having completed 
Units 1 and 2, but this is not always recommended.  
For more information please refer to the individual 
subject areas for their recommendations on this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vtac.edu.au/
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STUDY OPTIONS 
In selecting your two-year Senior School program, it is important for you to keep in mind what you may wish to 
pursue after you complete your studies. This is not always easy or straightforward for many students who are in 
Year 10 or 11, but it is something that should be addressed. Several ‘Study Options’ are listed on the following 
pages which are designed to assist you to plan a program of study for your two years of VCE in particular which 
may best suit your future plans, whether they be for employment or tertiary study. 
 
These proposed subject ‘packages’ should only be seen as a guide to your course planning.  In no sense are they 
meant to replace the various consultations that must take place before you can make a wise choice of VCE 
subjects. The process of consultation should include discussions with such people as your subject teachers, 
careers teacher and parents. 
 
You need to make a detailed examination of the Victorian Tertiary Entrance Requirements (VICTERs) for 2023.  
This will indicate to you which subjects are compulsory pre-requisites for particular courses of study and which 
are highly recommended or carry bonus marks. Check extra requirements with some areas of study. 
 
In every case, it is your responsibility to check your VICTER if you plan to undertake tertiary study. 

 
Victorian Tertiary Entrance Requirements (VICTERs) are available from: VTAC 

40 Park Street 
South Melbourne 3205 
Phone: 1300 364 133 
www.vtac.edu.au 

 
Each ‘Study Option’ embraces a range of suggested subjects that could be undertaken in that area.  For example, 
the Business Studies Option includes Accounting and Business Management.  However, if you feel that you have 
a particular skill or interest in the area of Visual Communication and Design, you could substitute this subject for 
Business Management without any problem – i.e. there may well be some flexibility within the Study Option.   
 

WEBSITES FOR PARENTS/STUDENTS 2021 

The following websites have a range of information useful for parents/students. A good place to start is the 
Bullseye Book, to identify subjects of interest and the range of jobs that incorporate studies in this subject. This 
interest area can be explored through the range of Websites provided. 
Take time to explore these linked sites as well as to add useful information to your career portfolio. 
 
Santa Maria College Careers Website: https://santamariacareers.com.au 
The Good Universities Guide:  https://www.gooduniversitiesguide.com.au/ 
The Good Careers Guide 2018: https://www.goodcareersguide.com.au/ 
http://www.leap.vic.edu.au 
http://www.jobguide.deewr.gov.au 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/victorianskillsgateway/Pages/home.aspx 
http://www.hobsonscoursefinder.com.au 
http://www.aapathways.com.au/Home 
http://www.skillsone.com.au 
www.myfuture.edu.au 
www.vtac.edu.au 
www.myuniversity.gov.au 
  

http://www.vtac.edu.au/
https://mail.google.com/mail/#drafts?compose=15c2d5866c9ea62e
https://www.gooduniversitiesguide.com.au/
https://www.goodcareersguide.com.au/
http://www.leap.vic.edu.au/
http://www.jobguide.deewr.gov.au/
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/victorianskillsgateway/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.hobsonscoursefinder.com.au/
http://www.aapathways.com.au/Home
http://www.skillsone.com.au/
http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
http://www.vtac.edu.au/
http://www.myuniversity.gov.au/
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STUDY OPTIONS (cont.) 
 
Samples of appropriate subjects for particular tertiary courses 

Students may find the following samples of Year 11 and 12 courses useful in constructing their individual course. 
These are given as a starting point only and students should ensure that their specific course is based on their own 
strengths, interests and appropriate tertiary requirements.  
 
Please note that prerequisites required for university and TAFE entry into particular tertiary courses vary 
markedly.  
 
Check your VICTER Guide for prerequisites to particular tertiary institutions or speak with the Careers Advisor. 
 
Medicine - sample course for Years 11 and 12 that may lead to tertiary studies in Medicine  
Students must complete an admissions test in their final year of school. Some universities may also interview 
students. Not many require Physics; some medicine courses require only English and Chemistry. Many students 
who are considering Medicine also consider applying interstate. 

Semester 1 English 1 Mathematical 
Methods 1 

Chemistry 1 Physics 1 or Biology 
1 

Humanities unit Other choice 

Semester 2 English 2 Mathematical 
Methods 2 

Chemistry 2 Physics 2 or Biology 
2 

Humanities unit Other choice 

 

Semester 3 English 3 Mathematical 
Methods 3 

Chemistry 3 Physics 3 or Biology 
3 

Humanities unit 

Semester 4 English 4 Mathematical 
Methods 4 

Chemistry 4 Physics 4 or Biology 
4 

Humanities unit 

 
Engineering - sample course for Years 11 and 12 that may lead to tertiary studies in Engineering  
Not all courses require Specialist Maths; most but not all require Mathematical Methods. Physics is commonly 
required, although some courses state Chemistry or Physics. 

Semester 1 English 1 Mathematical 
Methods 1 

Chemistry 1 Physics 1 General 
Mathematics – 
Specialist 1 

Humanities unit 

Semester 2 English 2 Mathematical 
Methods 2 

Chemistry 2 Physics 2 General 
Mathematics – 
Specialist 2 

Humanities unit 

 

Semester 3 English 3 Mathematical 
Methods 3 

Chemistry 3 Physics 3 General 
Mathematics – 
Specialist 3 

Semester 4 English 4 Mathematical 
Methods 4 

Chemistry 4 Physics 4 General 
Mathematics – 
Specialist 4 

 
Arts and Law - sample course for Years 11 and 12 that may lead to tertiary studies in Arts and Law  
The only year 12 prerequisite is English. 

Semester 1 English 1 Mathematics 1 Legal Studies 1 Other choice Other choice Other choice 

Semester 2 English 2 Mathematics 2 Legal Studies 2 Other choice Other choice Other choice 

 

Semester 3 English 3 Other choice Legal Studies 3 Other choice Other choice 

Semester 4 English 4 Other choice Legal Studies 4 Other choice Other choice 

 
  



 

 
 

Santa Maria College Senior Pathways Handbook 2021-2022 Page  93 

Biological Sciences - sample course for Years 11 and 12 that may lead to tertiary studies in Biological Sciences  
Prerequisites for some but not all tertiary courses include Biology, Chemistry and Mathematical Methods. 

Semester 1 English 1 Mathematical 
Methods 1 

Chemistry 1 Biology 1 Humanities unit Other choice 

Semester 2 English 2 Mathematical 
Methods 2 

Chemistry 2 Biology 2 Humanities unit Other choice 

 

Semester 3 English 3 Mathematical 
Methods 3 

Chemistry 3 Biology 3 Other choice 

Semester 4 English 4 Mathematical 
Methods 4 

Chemistry 4 Biology 4 Other choice 

 
Commerce - sample course for Years 11 and 12 that may lead to tertiary studies in Commerce  
Year 12 prerequisites for Commerce courses include English and Mathematical Methods for the University of 
Melbourne and Monash University. Other Commerce degrees do not require Mathematical Methods. 

Semester 1 English 1 Mathematical 
Methods 1 

Other choice e.g. 
Accounting 1 

Other choice e.g. 
Business 
Management 1 

Humanities unit Other choice 
e.g. VET 
Business  

Semester 2 English 2 Mathematical 
Methods 2 

Other choice e.g. 
Accounting 2 

Other choice e.g. 
Business 
Management 2 

Humanities unit Other choice 
e.g. VET 
Business 

 

Semester 3 English 3 Mathematical 
Methods 3 

Other choice e.g. 
Accounting 3 

Other choice e.g. 
Business 
Management 3 

Other choice e.g. 
VET Business 

Semester 4 English 4 Mathematical 
Methods 4 

Other choice e.g. 
Accounting 4 

Other choice e.g. 
Business 
Management 4 

Other choice e.g. 
VET Business 

 
Business - sample course for Years 11 and 12 that may lead to tertiary studies in Business  
Year 12 prerequisites include English and, for some courses, a Mathematics. You will need to check the specific 
institution for the Mathematics requirement. 

Semester 1 English 1 General 
Mathematics/ 
Mathematical 
Methods 1 

Other choice e.g. 
Accounting 1 

Other choice e.g. 
Business 
Management 1 

Other choice e.g. 
VET Business 

Other choice 

Semester 2 English 2 General 
Mathematics/ 
Mathematical 
Methods 2 

Other choice e.g. 
Accounting 2 

Other choice e.g. 
Business 
Management 2 

Other choice e.g. 
VET Business 

Other choice 

 

Semester 3 English 3 General 
Mathematics/ 
Mathematical 
Methods 3 

Other choice e.g. 
Accounting 3 

Other choice e.g. 
Business 
Management 3 

Other choice e.g. 
VET Business 

Semester 4 English 4 General 
Mathematics/ 
Mathematical 
Methods 4 

Other choice e.g. 
Accounting 4 

Other choice e.g. 
Business 
Management 4 

Other choice e.g. 
VET Business 
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Visual Arts/Graphic Design - sample course for Years 11 and 12 that may lead to tertiary studies in Visual Arts and 
Graphic Design  
Selection criteria for these courses may include consideration of ATAR, folio and interview. Students may 
therefore benefit from studying at least one art subject. Some courses such as Industrial Design may require 
English, Mathematics and one of Visual Communication and Design/Studio Art or Physics. A folio is required at 
some institutions whereas others may rely only on ATAR. 

Semester 1 English 1 Mathematics 1 Studio Arts 1 Product Design and 
Technology or Visual 
Communication and 
Design or Media 1 

Other choice Other choice 

Semester 2 English 2 Mathematics 2 Studio Arts 2 Product Design and 
Technology or Visual 
Communication and 
Design or Media 2 

Other choice Other choice 

 

Semester 3 English 3 Mathematics 3 Studio Arts 3 Product Design and 
Technology or Visual 
Communication and 
Design or Media 3 

Other choice 

Semester 4 English 4 Mathematics 4 Studio Arts 4 Product Design and 
Technology or Visual 
Communication and 
Design or Media 4 

Other choice 

 
Performing Arts - sample course for Years 11 and 12 that may lead to tertiary studies in Performing Arts  
Students are selected on audition, ATAR, or a combination of both. 

Semester 1 English 1 Mathematics 1 Drama 1 Dance 1 Other choice Other choice 

Semester 2 English 2 Mathematics 2 Drama 2 Dance 2 Other choice Other choice 

 

Semester 3 English 3 Mathematics 3 Drama 3 Dance 3 Other choice 

Semester 4 English 4 Mathematics 4 Drama 4 Dance 4 Other choice 

 
Computer Science/Information Technology - sample course for Years 11 and 12 that may lead to tertiary studies in 
computing Year 12 prerequisites for most IT or computer courses include English and Mathematical 
Methods/Further Mathematics. Depending on the emphasis of the course, additional mathematics such as 
Specialist Mathematics or Physics may be preferred. VET Interactive Digital Media (formerly Multimedia) or 
Software Development might also be a useful subject. 

Semester 1 English 1 Mathematical 
Methods 1 

VET Interactive 
Digital Media 

Computing 1 Other choice Other choice 

Semester 2 English 2 Mathematical 
Methods 2 

VET Interactive 
Digital Media 

Computing 2 Other choice Other choice 

 

Semester 3 English 3 Mathematical 
Methods 3 

VET Interactive 
Digital Media 

Computing 3 Other choice 

Semester 4 English 4 Mathematical 
Methods 4 

VET Interactive 
Digital Media 

Computing 4 Other choice 
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Sports Management/Outdoor Education/Recreation Management/Sports or Exercise Science - sample course for 
Years 11 and 12 that may lead to tertiary studies in Sport and Recreation. These courses at the TAFE level in 
particular emphasise practical involvement in sport and recreation. You should also check the Mathematics 
requirements as this may vary. VET Community Recreation may also be a good subject for consideration. 

Semester 1 English 1 General 
Mathematics/ 
Mathematical 
Methods 1 

Biology 1 Physical Education 
1 or VET Sport and 
Recreation 

Psychology or 
Health and Human 
Development 1 

Other choice 

Semester 2 English 2 General 
Mathematics/ 
Mathematical 
Methods 2 

Biology 2 Physical Education 
2 or VET Sport and 
Recreation 

Psychology or 
Health and Human 
Development 2 

Other choice 

 

Semester 3 English 3 General 
Mathematics/ 
Mathematical 
Methods 3 

Biology 3 Physical Education 
3 or VET Sport and 
Recreation 

Psychology or 
Health and Human 
Development 3 

Semester 4 English 4 General 
Mathematics/ 
Mathematical 
Methods 4 

Biology 4 Physical Education 
4 or VET Sport and 
Recreation 

Psychology or 
Health and Human 
Development 4 

 
Nursing - sample course for Years 11 and 12 that may lead to tertiary studies in Nursing Tertiary institutions vary 
in their Mathematics requirements, but a minimum of Unit 1 and 2 Mathematics is usually required. 

Semester 1 English 1 General 
Mathematics/ 
Mathematical 
Methods 1 

Biology 1 Psychology or 
Health and Human 
Development 1 

Other choice Other choice 

Semester 2 English 2 General 
Mathematics/ 
Mathematical 
Methods 2 

Biology 2 Psychology or 
Health and Human 
Development 2 

Other choice Other choice 

 

Semester 3 English 3 General 
Mathematics/ 
Mathematical 
Methods 3 

Biology 3 Psychology or 
Health and Human 
Development 3 

Other choice 

Semester 4 English 4 General 
Mathematics/ 
Mathematical 
Methods 4 

Biology 4 Psychology or 
Health and Human 
Development 4 

Other choice 

 
These sample courses should be carefully checked against prerequisites in the VICTER 2023 Guide and with the 
specific institutions. Visit www.vtac.edu.au for more information. 
 

 
Teaching - sample course for Years 11 and 12 that may lead to tertiary studies in Teaching Tertiary institutions vary 
in their Mathematics requirements, but a minimum of Unit 1 and 2 Mathematics is required. If you are 
considering a Secondary Teaching degree there are also subject requirements pertaining to your areas of 
teaching specialisation.  
 

Semester 1 English 1 General 
Mathematics/ 
Mathematical 
Methods 1 

Other choice – 
based on teaching 
specialisation  

Other choice – 
based on teaching 
specialisation 

Other choice Other choice 

Semester 2 English 2 General 
Mathematics/ 
Mathematical 
Methods 2 

Other choice – 
based on teaching 
specialisation 

Other choice – 
based on teaching 
specialisation 

Other choice Other choice 

 



 

 
 

Santa Maria College Senior Pathways Handbook 2021-2022 Page  96 

Semester 3 English 3 General 
Mathematics/ 
Mathematical 
Methods 3 

Other choice – 
based on teaching 
specialisation 

Other choice – 
based on teaching 
specialisation 

Other choice 

Semester 4 English 4 General 
Mathematics/ 
Mathematical 
Methods 4 

Other choice – 
based on teaching 
specialisation 

Other choice – 
based on teaching 
specialisation 

Other choice 

 
These sample courses should be carefully checked against prerequisites in the VICTER 2023 Guide and with the 
specific institutions. Visit www.vtac.edu.au for more information. 
 
 
 


