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INTRODUCTION
The Middle Years at Santa Maria College comprises of Years 7 to 10. The learning and
teaching program offered at the school is based on the International Baccalaureate Middle
Years Programme (MYP). The MYP is a challenging framework that encourages students to
make practical connections between their studies and the real world. The curriculum
framework comprises of eight subject groups, providing a broad and balanced education for
early adolescents. The MYP curriculum framework allows students to meet the requirements
of the Victorian Curriculum.
This booklet gives information about the curriculum and course delivery in Year 8. The Middle
School curriculum offers a broad and balanced education giving students the opportunity to
experience a wide range of subjects. This enables them to make informed choices when they
need to select subjects for their senior years. For each subject, the course description,
learning requirements and course content are outlined in the booklet. If you require any
further information about the learning and teaching program in the Middle School, please do
not hesitate to contact the school.

Jeremy Otto
Deputy Principal: Learning and Teaching

Santa Maria College Year 8 Curriculum Handbook 2020

Brad Denny
MYP Coordinator
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Dare to do as
much as you
are able.
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Our School

Our Vision

Santa Maria College is an
independent
Catholic
Secondary School for girls. It
was established by the Sisters
of the Good Samaritan of the
Order of Saint Benedict in
Northcote in 1904. The school
currently has around 920
students.
The values of the Sisters of the
Good Samaritan Order give
direction
to
our
College
community. We nurture wellinformed,
articulate
and
independent young women who
are energised by the Word of God
and respond to the challenge of
the real world with spirit and
compassion.
Santa Maria College encourages
students to cultivate their talents in
a safe and happy environment. Our
girls understand the importance of
balancing the pursuit of academic
excellence with emotional, spiritual
and physical wellbeing. They have
a love of learning, which is
nurtured in first-class facilities, by
dedicated staff. We have a robust
and challenging curriculum. We
are proud to offer the
International
Baccalaureate
Middle Years Program as an
authorised school. We provide a
diverse and challenging cocurricular program. By immersing
themselves in our dynamic
educational community, students
experience success academically
and in other facets of life.

Santa Maria College is a
Catholic
school
in
the
Benedictine tradition. Our
students will be strong,
compassionate
and
independent women who are
critical thinkers and seek to live
out Gospel values with integrity,
hope and joy.

Our Mission
Santa Maria College is a
Catholic secondary school for
girls, founded by the Sisters of
the Good Samaritan in 1904.
Our educational endeavours
seek to nurture a search for
truth, a spirit of inquiry and a
deep love of learning. The life
and teachings of Jesus energise
our community and permeate
all that we do. The parable of
the Good Samaritan with its
spirit of welcome, love, service
and compassion gives a
particular emphasis to the way
we live out our Gospel
challenge in this community.
We celebrate our diversity by
developing
critical
social
awareness and a reverence and
responsibility
towards
all
creation. In this educational
environment we strive to
nurture an atmosphere of trust
and hope where our students
are
accepted,
affirmed,
encouraged and challenged to
grow to their full potential.
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AN OVERVIEW OF THE MYP

The MYP programme Model
The student is at the centre of this programme. The middle years, Y7 to Y10, are a crucial
period in a student’s personal, social and intellectual development. It can be a time of
much uncertainty, change and questioning. The Middle Years Programme is designed to
help young people learn and grow from these experiences and to guide them in the
search for a sense of place in their natural and social environments. The MYP helps
students to become increasingly aware of connections between subject content and the
real world, our relationship to each other and to the world, to be aware of broader and
more complex global issues and to help them acquire skills, self-awareness, personal
values and confidence.
In the programme model for the MYP, the first ring around the student at the centre
describes the features of the programme that assist students develop disciplinary (and
interdisciplinary) understanding. Those features are approaches to learning (ATL) develop learning skills; approaches to teaching – through inquiry; concepts – conceptdriven curriculum; global contexts – learning best through context.
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The six Global Contexts are:
● Identities and relationships
● Orientation in space and time
● Personal and cultural expression
● Scientific and technical innovation
● Globalisation and sustainability
Each of the global contexts has focus questions and a description. The questions and
learning experience in a unit are designed to help students inquire, explore and gain
different perspectives on concepts, themes and issues. They extend students’ learning
from knowledge to understanding and from reflection to thoughtful action.

Global Context

Focus Questions

Possible ATL Skills

Who am I?
Who are we?

Self-management
iii. Organisation
iv. Affective
v. Reflection

Orientation in space and time

What is the meaning of
“where” and “when”?

Communication
i. Communication
Research
vi. Information literacy

Personal and cultural
expression

What is the nature and
purpose of creative
expression?

Research
vii. Media literacy
Thinking
ix. Creative thinking

Scientific and technical
innovation

How do we understand the
world in which we live?

Research
vi. Information literacy
Thinking
x. Transfer

Globalisation and
sustainability

How is everything
connected?

Communication
i. Communication
Research
vi. Information literacy

Fairness and development

What are the consequences
of our common humanity?

Social
ii. Collaboration
Thinking
viii. Creative thinking

Identities and relationships
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The MYP’s aim is for all students to develop as inquirers. By this we mean:
Developing an awareness so it will lead to a better understanding of the impact of various
concepts and issues on oneself and those around. This in turn will make us understand the
responsibilities we have to ourselves, to each other and to society in general. Using our skills
of ongoing reflection, we can continually re-evaluate our involvement in and our
understanding of these concepts and issues under inquiry. As we become more aware and
acquire a better understanding of the context and of our responsibilities, this can lead to
thoughtful and positive action, and evident by our community service and the personal
project (year 10).
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ASSESSMENT IN THE IB MYP
MYP assessment at Santa Maria College is continuous and criterion based. Assessment tasks
in each subject are given to students at different times during the term with at least 1 week’s
advance notice. Assessment tasks and results of assessment are available for students
through SIMON and parents through PAM. Forward planning of assessment is available
through the assessment calendars published at the beginning of each Semester.
The MYP assessment process is called a criterion-related model. It is vital that both students
and parents understand the methods of assessment and play an active role in the process.
 This model is very helpful because students know before even attempting the work
what needs to be done to reach each level.
 The model also helps teachers to clarify and express their expectations about
assignments in a way that students can understand.
 The strength of this model is that students are assessed for what they can do, rather
than being ranked against each other.
 Students receive feedback on their performance based on the criteria level
descriptors.
The aim of MYP assessment is to support and encourage student learning.
 Teachers continually gather and analyse information on student performance and
provide feedback to students to help them improve their performance.
 Students must also be involved in evaluating their own progress using self-assessment
and reflection. In doing so, they develop wider critical-thinking and self-assessment
skills.
The MYP assessment criteria across subject groups can be summarized as follows. The
maximum level of achievement for all criteria is 8.
MYP / AusVELs / A-E Key
Curriculum
The Victorian
Curriculum 7-10

MYP Criterion Level
A, B, C and D
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
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AusVELS Equivalent

A-E

Above level

A

At level

B-C

Below level

D-E
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Criterion A

Criterion B

Criterion C

Criterion D

Language and literature
(English)

Analysing

Organising

Producing text

Using language

Language acquisition
(Italian and Japanese)

Comprehending
spoken and
visual text

Comprehending
written and
visual text

Communicating
in response to
spoken, written
and visual text

Using language
in spoken and
written form

Individuals and societies
(Humanities and
Religion)

Knowing and
understanding

Investigating

Communicating

Thinking
critically

Sciences

Knowing and
understanding

Inquiring and
designing

Processing and
evaluating

Reflecting on
the impacts of
science

Mathematics

Knowing and
understanding

Investigating
patterns

Communicating

Applying
mathematics in
real-world
contexts

The Arts

Knowing and
understanding

Developing skills

Thinking
creatively

Responding

Physical and health
education

Knowing and
understanding

Planning for
performance

Applying and
performing

Reflecting and
improving
performance

Design

Inquiring and
analysing

Developing
ideas

Creating the
solution

Evaluating

MYP Personal Project

Investigating

Planning

Taking action

Reflecting

Interdisciplinary

Disciplinary
grounding

Synthesising

Communicating

Reflecting

How does MYP Assessment Differ from other Assessment Models?
 MYP assessment is NOT
o a ‘bell-curve’ distribution of scores
o a percentage
o a letter grade.
 Students are not ranked against others in their class or year group. MYP assessment
emphasizes individual achievement.
 Students are encouraged to reflect on their own learning and use the descriptors to
motivate themselves to a higher level of achievement.
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YEAR 8 RELIGION
In the Religious Education Curriculum Framework, the learning structure has three integrated
components: three strands of learning: Knowledge and Understanding; Reasoning and
Responding; Personal and Communal Engagement
The Three Strands
The three strands of learning in religious education grow out of an understanding of dialogue
that engages each learner as a seeker of truth, a maker of meaning and one who lives out their
story in, and with, community. The three strands emphasise that learning in religious education
is more than a cognitive approach to gaining Knowledge and Understanding; it also develops
learners’ Reasoning and Responding, and deepens their Personal and Communal Engagement
through the learning.
The three strands reflect an approach to learning in relationship where learners come to
know themselves and are valued and understood through dialogue. While the three strands
are articulated as discrete aspects of learning highlighting particular modes of learning, they
are interconnected and often apply simultaneously. The three strands are the basis of the
learning structure. They provide the organising schema for the content descriptors and
achievement standards. Each strand names a key action of dialogue: explanation,
interpretation and reflection integrated into life. These actions draw you back to what
students are doing in the process of dialogue at the heart of a pedagogy of encounter. The
three strands are central when designing for student engagement and learning / assessment
and / or moderating their learning.
The Five Content Areas
Religious education in a Catholic school takes seriously the mission of the Church to engage
with the message of the Gospel and Catholic Tradition in all its wisdom, complexity and
challenge.
The content of the learning in the framework is organised through five areas:






Scripture and Jesus
Church and Community
God, Religion and Life
Prayer, Liturgy and Sacrament
Morality and Justice.

A statement for each content area encapsulates the Catholic theological understandings to
be explored and developed with students throughout their years of Catholic education. The
content areas are interconnected and the statements note these connections. Each content
area deserves equal attention across the scope of the year’s learning.
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE

Subject Group - Religious Education
Related
Concept

Global
Context

Culture

Teachings
and
traditions

Relationships

Justice

Unit Title

Yr Key Concept

The Life and
Teachings of
Jesus

8

8

Statement of Inquiry

Guiding questions

Assessment

Criteria

Identities
and
relationships

The teachings of a
community determine
how they should behave
towards individuals and
groups.

Factual:
 Who wrote the Gospels? What
was life like in the time of
Jesus?
Conceptual:
 How can the messages of the
Gospels be used in a modern
context?
Debatable:
 Are the parables relevant to
us?

Parables
Task

A, C

Fairness and
development

Religious Beliefs can
encourage global
cooperation leading to a
more fair and just
society.

Factual:
 What are the principles of
Catholic Social Justice
Teaching?
 How is justice portrayed in the
Gospels?
Conceptual:
 How can society value justice?
Debatable:
 As humans are we responsible
for helping others in need?

Social Justice
Campaign

B,D

Terms 1 & 2

Catholic Social
Justice
Teachings
Terms 2 & 3
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Mary: Woman
of Faith

8

Time, Place
and Space

Beliefs

Personal and
cultural
expression

People create religious
images based on their
personal and cultural
beliefs and the time and
place from where they
come.

Factual:
 What do the Gospels reveal
about Mary?
 What are the teachings of the
Church about Mary?
Conceptual:
 Over time, how have different
cultures imagined Mary
through art?
Debatable:
 Should there be only one
universal depiction of Mary?

Identities
and
relationships

A community
strengthened by its
identity and relationship
through shared
teachings and traditions.

Factual:
Scrapbook
 Who was St Benedict?
Tasks
 What was the Rule of
Benedict?
 What is the history of the Good
Samaritan Sisters?
Conceptual:
 Does a community need rules
to be successful?
Debatable:
 Can old ideas be relevant
today?

Terms 3 & 4

In the footsteps 8
of Saint
Benedict

Culture

Term 4

Teachings
and
traditions

Mary Quiz

A,B,C

Mary
Creative Task

B,C,D

*The units may not be taught in the order shown as above. In some cases, units may vary.
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YEAR 8 ENGLISH
RATIONALE
The study of English is central to the learning and development of all young Australians. It
helps create confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed citizens. It is
through the study of English that individuals learn to analyse, understand, communicate and
build relationships with others and with the world around them. The study of English helps
young people develop the knowledge and skills needed for education, training and the
workplace. It helps them become ethical, thoughtful, informed and active members of
society and plays an important part in developing the understanding, attitudes and
capabilities of those who will take responsibility for Australia’s future.
Although Australia is a linguistically and culturally diverse country, participation in many
aspects of Australian life depends on effective communication in Standard Australian English.
In addition, proficiency in English is invaluable globally. The English curriculum contributes
both to nation-building and to internationalisation, including Australia’s links to Asia.
English also helps students to engage imaginatively and critically with literature to expand the
scope of their experience. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have contributed to
Australian society and to its contemporary literature and literary heritage through their
distinctive ways of representing and communicating knowledge, traditions and experience.

AIMS OF THE COURSE
The aims of MYP language and literature (English) are to encourage and enable students to:









use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning, self-expression,
analysis and social interaction
develop the skills involved in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing and
presenting in a variety of contexts
develop critical, creative and personal approaches to studying and analysing literary
and non-literary texts
engage with text from different historical periods and a variety of cultures
explore and analyse aspects of personal, host and other cultures through literary and
non-literary texts
explore language through a variety of media and modes
develop a lifelong interest in reading
apply linguistic and literary concepts and skills in a variety of authentic contexts.
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
Subject Group - English
Unit Title

Yr

Key Concept

Australian
Through the
Eyes of Poets

8

8

Related Concept

Global Context

Statement of Inquiry

Guiding questions

Assessment

Communication Theme
Style

Personal and
cultural
expression

Creative forms of
communication allow
us to see ourselves
and the world we live
in, in different ways.

Factual:
 When using poetic forms
of expression, what
devices are used to
communicate meaning?
Conceptual:
 How can creative
expression through poetry
help shape our
understanding of ourselves
and others?
Debatable:
 Is poetry an effective way
of communicating?

Poetry Portfolio A,B,D

Relationships

Identities and
relationships

When people do not
communicate
honestly with
themselves and
others, wellbeing and
relationships are
compromised.

Factual:
 What is the medicinal
value of the tree?
 What does the yew
traditionally symbolize?
Conceptual:
 What can help us face the
unfaceable?
 Why does the truth

Essay

Term 1

A Monster Calls
Terms 2 & 3
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Character
Point of view
Theme

Criteria

A,B,D

15

matter?
Debatable:
 Is it ever acceptable to lie?
 Can fear be helpful in
helping us deal with
difficult situations?
Becoming
Aurora

8

Connections

Point of View
Context

8

Communication Audience
Imperatives
Intertextuality

Fairness and
Development

A context connects
Factual:
one to a particular
 How has immigration
point of view as well
changed the face of
as our rights and
Australia?
responsibilities within Conceptual:
a community.
 How are we shaped by our
experiences, the context
and the people around us?
Debatable:
 Is Australia a racist
country?

Creative
Writing

A,B,C,D

Fairness and
development

Directors use
purpose, audience
imperatives and
setting to position an
audience to respond
to the particular
themes of fairness,
inequality and
difference.

Oral
Presentation

A,B,D

Terms 3 & 4

The Sapphires
Term 4
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Factual:
 What was the White
Australia policy?
 Who were the Stolen
Generations?
 What changes to
Aboriginal rights and
freedoms in the Australian
Constitution form part of
the backdrop to this film?
Conceptual:
 Can humour and
entertainment achieve the
purpose of telling

16

important stories and
exploring serious issues?
 Each person’s sense of
identity is unique and
complex. What factors
contribute to the
development of identity?
Debatable:
 Is music a language that
crosses all barriers?
 Is it true that our links to
family are more important
than almost anything else?
 Are strangers often more
welcoming and accepting
than our own
communities?

*The units may not be taught in the order shown as above. In some cases, units may vary.
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ENGLISH ASSESSMENT
To get the highest level of achievement for the criteria, students will need to be able to
achieve the following level descriptors:
Criterion

Level descriptor (MYP Year 3)

Achievement
level

Criterion A
(Analysing)

The student:
● identifies and explains the content, context,
language, structure, technique and style of text(s)
and the relationship among texts
● identifies and explains the effects of the creator’s
choices on an audience
● justifies opinions and ideas, using examples,
explanations and terminology
● interprets similarities and differences in features
within and between genres and texts.

Maximum 8

Criterion B
(Organising)

The student:
● employs organisational structures that serve the
context and intention
● organises opinions and ideas in a coherent and
logical manner
● uses referencing and formatting tools to create a
presentation style suitable to the context and
intention.

Maximum 8

Criterion C
(Producing text)

The student:
● produces texts that demonstrates thought,
imagination and sensitivity, while exploring and
considering new perspectives and ideas arising
from personal engagement with the creative
process
● makes stylistic choices in terms of linguistic,
literary and visual devices, demonstrating
awareness of impact on an audience
● selects relevant details and examples to develop
ideas.

Maximum 8
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Criterion D
(Using language)

The student:
● uses appropriate and varied vocabulary, sentence
structures and forms of expression
● writes and speaks in an appropriate register and
style
● uses correct grammar, syntax and punctuation
● spells (alphabetic languages), writes (character
languages) and pronounces with accuracy
● uses appropriate non-verbal communication
techniques.
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Maximum 8

19

YEAR 8 MATHEMATICS
RATIONALE
Mathematics provides students with access to important mathematical ideas, knowledge and
skills that they will draw on in their personal and work lives. The curriculum also provides
students, as life-long learners, with the basis on which further study and research in
mathematics and applications in many other fields are built.
Mathematical ideas have evolved across societies and cultures over thousands of years, and
are constantly developing. Digital technologies are facilitating this expansion of ideas and
provide new tools for mathematical exploration and invention. While the usefulness of
mathematics for modelling and problem solving is well known, mathematics also has a
fundamental role in both enabling and sustaining cultural, social, economic and technological
advances and empowering individuals to become critical citizens.
Number, measurement and geometry, statistics and probability are common aspects of most
people’s mathematical experience in everyday personal, study and work situations. Equally
important are the essential roles that algebra, functions and relations, logic, mathematical
structure and working mathematically play in people’s understanding of the natural and
human worlds, and the interaction between them.
The Mathematics curriculum focuses on developing increasingly sophisticated and refined
mathematical understanding, fluency, reasoning, modelling and problem-solving. These
capabilities enable students to respond to familiar and unfamiliar situations by employing
mathematics to make informed decisions and solve problems efficiently.
The curriculum ensures that the links between the various components of mathematics, as
well as the relationship between mathematics and other disciplines, are made clear.
Mathematics is composed of multiple but interrelated and interdependent concepts and
structures which students apply beyond the mathematics classroom. For example, in Science,
understanding sources of error and their impact on the confidence of conclusions is vital; in
Geography, interpretation of data underpins the study of human populations and their
physical environments; in History, students need to be able to imagine timelines and time
frames to reconcile related events; and in English, deriving quantitative, logical and spatial
information is an important aspect of making meaning of texts.
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AIMS OF THE COURSE
The aims of MYP mathematics are to encourage and enable students to:














enjoy mathematics, develop curiosity and begin to appreciate its elegance and power
develop an understanding of the principles and nature of mathematics
communicate clearly and confidently in a variety of contexts
develop logical, critical and creative thinking
develop confidence, perseverance, and independence in mathematical thinking and
problem-solving
develop powers of generalization and abstraction
apply and transfer skills to a wide range of real-life situations, other areas of
knowledge and future developments
appreciate how developments in technology and mathematics have influenced each
other
appreciate the moral, social and ethical implications arising from the work of
mathematicians and the applications of mathematics
appreciate the international dimension in mathematics through an awareness of the
universality of mathematics and its multicultural and historical perspectives
appreciate the contribution of mathematics to other areas of knowledge
develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary to pursue further studies in
mathematics
develop the ability to reflect critically upon their own work and the work of others.
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
Subject Group - Mathematics
Statement of
Inquiry

Guiding questions

Assessment

Criteria

Simplification
Scientific and
Representation technical
Generalisation innovation

The logical
representation
and simplification
of quantities
allows for
advancement of
scientific and
technical
communication.

Factual:
 What is an index?
Conceptual:
 Why does a number to the
power of zero equal one?
Debatable:
 Are indices essential for the
communication of scientific
and technical ideas?

Test

A

Form

Equivalence
Scientific and
Representation technical
Quantity
innovation

Equivalent
quantities can be
represented in
various forms.

Factual:
Test
 Where do we use fractions?
Conceptual:
 Why do we need a common
denominator to add and
subtract fractions?
Debatable:
 Which form, fraction, decimal
or percentage, is preferable
to represent a part?

A

Change

Quantity

Exchange rates in
Global markets
will enable the

Factual:
 What is the difference
between a ratio and a

C,D

Unit Title

Yr

Key Concept

Indices

8

Logic

8

8

Term 1

Fractions,
Decimals,
Percentages

Related
Concept

Global
Context

Terms 1 & 2

Ratios and
Rates

Equivalence
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Globalisation

Assignment
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Term 2
Justification

Algebra

Relationships

Pattern
Scientific and
Representation technical
Models
innovation

Discovering
mathematical
relationships and
patterns allows
for general rules
to be established
to represent the
model and make
accurate
predictions.

Factual:
 What are the ways we can
describe patterns in a general
rule?
Conceptual:
 Why does algebra make
things simpler and easier?
Debatable:
 Do we really need algebra?

8

Form

Quantity
Scientific and
Justification
technical
Representation innovation

Justifying the
quantity of
materials used in
representing a
shapes form
requires ingenuity
to create the final
product.

Factual:
Measurement C, D
 What are the appropriate
Assignment
units of measurements to use
when measuring quantities?
Conceptual:
 How do we distinguish
between surface area and
volume?
Debatable:
 Are unit conversions
important?

8

Relationships

Justification
Equivalence

Producing
equivalent forms
through

Factual:
 What do you do to solve an
equation?

Term 3

Linear
equations

fraction?
Conceptual:
 Why can unit rates change?
Debatable:
 Are banks cheaper when we
are exchanging money?

8

Terms 2 & 3

Measurement

equivalent
quantity of money
received in a
trade to change.
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Scientific and
technical
Innovation

Investigation

Investigation

B

B
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Terms 3 & 4

Linear and
Non-Linear
Graphs

Simplification

simplification can
help to clarify,
solve and create
problems.

Conceptual:
 What does it mean to be
equivalent?
Debatable:
 Does every problem have one
solution?

8

Relationships

Justification
Scientific and
Representation technical
Innovation.
Model

Models enable us
to represent
relationships in
the physical world
and understand
how they work.

Factual:
 Do the powers of the
variables change the shape of
the function?
Conceptual:
 Why is it important to
establish relationships
between variables?
Debatable:
 Do other non-linear
relationships model practical
problems better?

Test

A

8

Relationships

Pattern
Generalisation
s

Patterns found in
relationships can
be generalised to
help us make
predictions for
personal gain.

Factual:
 What is a prediction?
Conceptual:
 How do we know what to
expect?
Debatable:
 Are all probabilities created
equal?

Investigation

C,D

Term 4

Probability
Term 4

Scientific and
technical
innovation

*The units may not be taught in the order shown as above. In some cases, units may vary.
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MATHEMATICS ASSESSMENT
To get the highest level of achievement for the criteria, students need to be able to achieve
the following level descriptor.

Criterion

Level descriptor (MYP Year 3)

Achievement
level

Criterion A
(Knowing and
understanding)

The student:
● selects appropriate mathematics when solving
problems in both familiar and unfamiliar situations
● applies the selected mathematics successfully
when solving problems
● solves problems correctly in a variety of contexts.

Maximum 8

Criterion B
(Investigating
patterns)

The student:
● selects and applies mathematical problem-solving
techniques to discover complex patterns
● describes patterns as relationships and/or general
rules consistent with findings
● verifies and justifies relationships and/or general
rules.

Maximum 8

Criterion C
(Communicating)

The student:
● uses appropriate mathematical language
(notation, symbols and terminology) in both oral
and written explanations
● uses appropriate forms of mathematical
representation to present information
● moves between different forms of mathematical
representation
● communicates complete and coherent
mathematical lines of reasoning
● organises information using a logical structure.

Maximum 8

Criterion D
The student:
(Applying
● identifies relevant elements of authentic real-life
mathematics in
situations
real-life contexts)
● selects appropriate mathematical strategies when
solving authentic real-life situations
● applies the selected mathematical strategies
successfully to reach a solution
● explains the degree of accuracy of a solution
● explains whether a solution makes sense in the
context of the authentic real-life situation.
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YEAR 8 SCIENCE
RATIONALE
Science provides an empirical way of answering interesting and important questions about
the biological, physical and technological world. Science is a dynamic, collaborative and
creative human endeavour arising from our desire to make sense of our world by exploring
the unknown, investigating universal mysteries, making predictions and solving problems.
Science knowledge is contestable and is revised, refined and extended as new evidence
arises.
The Science curriculum provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of
important scientific concepts and processes, the practices used to develop scientific
knowledge, the contribution of science to our culture and society, and its applications in our
lives. The curriculum supports students to develop the scientific knowledge, understandings
and skills to make informed decisions about local, national and global issues and to
participate, if they so wish, in science-related careers.
In addition to its practical applications, learning science is a valuable pursuit in its own right.
Students can experience the joy of scientific discovery and nurture their natural curiosity
about the world around them. In doing this, they develop critical and creative thinking skills
and challenge themselves to identify questions, apply new knowledge, explain science
phenomena and draw evidence-based conclusions using scientific methods. The wider
benefits of this 'scientific literacy' are well established, including giving students the capability
to investigate the world around them and the way it has changed and changes as a result of
human activity.

AIMS OF THE COURSE
The aims of MYP sciences are to encourage and enable students to:









understand and appreciate science and its implications
consider science as a human endeavour with benefits and limitations
cultivate analytical, inquiring and flexible minds that pose questions, solve problems,
construct explanations and judge arguments
develop skills to design and perform investigations, evaluate evidence and reach
conclusions
build an awareness of the need to effectively collaborate and communicate
apply language skills and knowledge in a variety of real-life contexts
develop sensitivity towards the living and non-living environments
reflect on learning experiences and make informed choices.
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
Subject Group - Science
Unit Title

Yr

Key Concept

Changing
Matter

8

Change

8

Change

Related
Concept

Global Context

Statement of Inquiry

Guiding questions

Models
Conditions

Scientific and
technical
innovation:
exploration models,
methods

When physical and
chemical changes
occur, models and
the scientific
method can help us
understand the
behaviour of matter
under different
conditions.

Factual:
Test
 What are the three states of
matter?
Conceptual:
 Why do we use models to
predict behaviour?
 How is physical change
different from chemical
change?
Debatable:
 Does it matter what our
world is made of?
 If we can't see it then how do
we know it exists? (If we can't
see it then how do we know
it really "matters"?)

A

Consequences

Fairness and
development
(Imagining a
hopeful future)

Scientists are
working on
problems in order to
change situations
and achieve positive
consequences for
society.

Factual:
 What is the problem?
Conceptual:
 What strategies are scientists
using to try to solve the
problem?
Debatable:

D

Term 1

Science Talent
Search
Terms 1 & 2
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Assessment

Research on the
impacts of
science on an
area of student
interest

Criteria

27

 Are scientists always able to

find a solution to a problem?
Environmental
Science

8

Change

Change, Cycles

Orientation in
time and space

8

Change

Energy,
Scientific and
Transformation technical
innovation

Term 2

Getting
Energetic
Terms 2 & 3
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Water and rocks are
both resources that
change and cycle
through our
environment over
time.

Factual:
 What factors influence the
water cycle in nature?
 What are the three main
classes of rocks?
Conceptual:
 How does the idea of the
rock cycle help us to
understand the landscape
around us?
 What impact do humans have
on the water cycle?
Debatable:
 Is the impact of humans on
the environment and
landscape positive or
negative? Explain

Experimental
Investigation on
factors affecting
the weathering
of rocks.

B,C

Careful
consideration of
energy
transformations
allows us to change
how we use energy
in our homes.

Factual:
 What are the different forms
of energy?
Conceptual:
 How does energy
transformation affect energy
efficiency?
Debatable:
 Should all new homes have to
include energy efficient
features and appliances?

Research into
energy
transformations
/conversions in
the home.

D

28

Cells and
Systems

8

Systems

Consequences,
Function

8

communication Developments
consequences

Terms 2 & 3

Light and
Sound
Term 4

Identities and
relationships health and
well-being;
lifestyle
choices

Lifestyle choices can
have consequences
on the healthy
functioning of our
body systems.

Factual:
Test
 What are cells?
 What body systems are in our
bodies?
Conceptual:
 How do diseases affect our
body systems?
Debatable:
 Could printed organs be the
key to immortality?

Scientific and
technical
innovation: An
exploration
into how our
knowledge of
waves is
leading to
innovative
communication
technologies.

Developments in
Factual
technology are
 What are the differences
expanding our forms
between sound and light
of communication,
waves?
often with unknown  What are the characteristics
consequences on
of waves?
our own lives.
 How do we see and hear?
Conceptual
 How does a change in energy
influence a wave?
 How do we help people who
have hearing and sight
disabilities to communicate?
Debatable
 How is our use of modern
communication technology
affecting our lives?

Experimental
Investigation on
factors affecting
the frequency of
sound.

A

B,C

*The units may not be taught in the order shown as above. In some cases, units may vary.
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SCIENCE ASSESSMENT
To get the highest level of achievement for the criteria, students need to be able to achieve
the following level descriptors:

Criterion

Level descriptor (MYP Year 3)

Achievement
level

Criterion A
(Knowing and
understanding)

The student:
● describes scientific knowledge
● applies scientific knowledge and understanding to
solve problems set in familiar and unfamiliar
situations
● analyses information to make scientifically
supported judgments.

Maximum 8

Criterion B
(Inquiring and
designing)

The student:
● describes a problem or question to be tested by a
scientific investigation
● outlines and explains a testable hypothesis using
correct scientific reasoning
● describes how to manipulate the variables, and
describes how sufficient, relevant data will be
collected
● designs scientific investigations.

Maximum 8

Criterion C
(Processing and
evaluating)

The student:
● presents collected and transformed data
● interprets data and describes results using
scientific reasoning
● discusses the validity of a hypothesis based on the
outcome of the scientific investigation
● discusses the validity of the method
● describes improvements or extensions to the
method

Maximum 8

Criterion D
(Reflecting on
the impacts of
science)

The student:
● describes the ways in which science is applied and
used to address a specific problem or issue
● discusses and analyses the implications of using
science and its application to solve a specific
problem or issue
● applies scientific language effectively
● documents the work of others and sources of
information used.

Maximum 8
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YEAR 8 INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES
(8 HUMANITIES)
RATIONALE
In the Victorian Curriculum F–10, the Humanities includes Civics and Citizenship, Economics
and Business, Geography and History.
The Humanities provide a framework for students to examine the complex processes that
have shaped the modern world and to investigate responses to different challenges including
people’s interconnections with the environment.
In Civics and Citizenship and Economics and Business, students explore the systems that
shape society, with a specific focus on legal and economic systems. Students learn about
Australia’s role in global systems, and are encouraged to appreciate democratic principles
and to contribute as active, informed and responsible citizens.
In History and Geography, students explore the processes that have shaped and which
continue to shape different societies and cultures, to appreciate the common humanity
shared across time and distance, and to evaluate the ways in which humans have faced and
continue to face different challenges.

AIMS OF THE COURSE
The aims of MYP individuals and societies are to encourage and enable students to:







appreciate human and environmental commonalities and diversity
understand the interactions and interdependence of individuals, societies and the
environment
understand how both environmental and human systems operate and evolve
identify and develop concern for the well-being of human communities and the
natural environment
act as responsible citizens of local and global communities
develop inquiry skills that lead towards conceptual understandings of the
relationships between individuals, societies and the environments in which they live.
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
Subject Group - Individuals and Societies (Humanities)
Unit Title

Yr

Key
Concept

Related
Concept

Global Context

Statement of Inquiry

Related questions

Assessment

Criteria

The Middle
Ages

8

Change

Significance
Governance

Fairness and
Development

Societies need to
respond and adapt to
changing
circumstances in
order to develop

Factual:
 What is the feudal system?
 What rights and responsibilities
did different people have during
the Middle Ages?
Conceptual:
 Why did people accept the
feudal system?
 Why did the feudal system start
to change?
 How did the idea of just change
with the breakdown of
feudalism?
Debatable:
 Was the Black Death the main
cause for the breakdown of
feudalism?

Test and source
analysis

A,D

Ideologies change
over time which helps
foster innovation and
advancements in
culture and science.

Factual:
 What is humanism?
 When was the renaissance?
Conceptual:
 How were the ideas of
humanists different from the

Report on a
A,B,C,D
significant figure of
the Renaissance

Term 1

Renaissance

Exploration:
Authority, security
and freedom

8

Change

Terms 1 & 2
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Culture

Scientific and
technical
innovation

32

ideas of the Medieval period?
Debatable:
 Did the Renaissance lead to a
transformation of society?
Easter Island

8

Global
interaction

Causality

Globalisation and
sustainability

Humans’ relationships Factual:
with their
 How was Polynesia colonised?
environment and
Conceptual:
management of
 What is significant about Easter
natural resources can
Island?
cause societies to
Debatable:
develop in unique
 Did the Rapa Nui cause their
ways.
own society to collapse?

Essay

A,C,D

8

Systems

Causality
Management
Intervention

Globalisation and
sustainability

How do we sustain
communities in the
face of disaster?

Flipgrid video
investigating a
natural hazard

A,B,C,D

Terms 2 & 3

Natural
Disasters
Terms 3 & 4

Factual:
 How do weather disasters affect
communities?
Conceptual:
 Which natural disasters are
caused by man?
Debatable:
 Is climate change responsible for
the increase in natural hazards?

*The units may not be taught in the order shown as above. In some cases, units may vary.
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INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES (HUMANITIES) ASSESSMENT
To get the highest level of achievement for the criteria, students need to be able to achieve
the following level descriptor:

Criterion

Level descriptor (MYP Year 3)

Achievement
level

Criterion A
(Knowing and
understanding)

The student:
● uses a range of terminology in context
● demonstrates knowledge and understanding of
subject-specific content and concepts, through
descriptions, explanations and examples.

Maximum 8

Criterion B
(Investigating)

The student:
● formulates/chooses a clear and focused research
question and explains its relevance
● formulates and follows an action plan to
investigate a research question
● uses methods to collect and record relevant
information
● evaluates the process and results of the
investigation, with guidance.

Maximum 8

Criterion C
(Communicating)

The student:
● communicates information and ideas in a way that
is appropriate for the audience and purpose
● structures information and ideas according to the
task instructions
● creates a reference list and cites sources of
information.

Maximum 8

Criterion D
(Thinking
critically)

The student:
● analyses concepts, issues, models, visual
representation and/or theories
● summarises information to make valid, wellsupported arguments
● analyses a range of sources/data in terms of origin
and purpose, recognising value and limitations
● recognises different perspectives and explains
their implications.

Maximum 8
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YEAR 8 LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
(LOTE: ITALIAN AND JAPANESE)
RATIONALE
Students acquire communication skills in Italian and Japanese. They develop understanding
about the role of language and culture in communication. Their reflections on language use
and language learning are applied in other learning contexts.
Learning languages broadens students’ horizons about the personal, social, cultural and
employment opportunities that are available in an increasingly interconnected and
interdependent world. The interdependence of countries and communities requires people
to negotiate experiences and meanings across languages and cultures. A bilingual or
plurilingual capability is the norm in most parts of the world.
Learning languages:
 contributes to the strengthening of the community’s social, economic and
international development capabilities
 extends literacy repertoires and the capacity to communicate; strengthens
understanding of the nature of language, of culture, and of the processes of
communication
 develops intercultural capability, including understanding of and respect for diversity
and difference, and an openness to different experiences and perspectives
 develops understanding of how culture shapes and extends learners’ understanding
of themselves, their own heritage, values, beliefs, culture and identity
 strengthens intellectual, analytical and reflective capabilities, and enhances creative
and critical thinking.

AIMS OF THE COURSE
The aims of the teaching and learning of MYP language acquisition (LOTE) are to:






gain proficiency in an additional language while supporting maintenance of their
mother tongue and cultural heritage
develop a respect for, and understanding of, diverse linguistic and cultural heritages
develop the student’s communication skills necessary for further language learning,
and for study, work and leisure in a range of authentic contexts and for a variety of
audiences and purposes
enable the student to develop multiliteracy skills through the use of a range of
learning tools, such as multimedia, in the various modes of communication
enable the student to develop an appreciation of a variety of literary and non-literary
texts and to develop critical and creative techniques for comprehension and
construction of meaning
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enable the student to recognize and use language as a vehicle of thought, reflection,
self-expression and learning in other subjects, and as a tool for enhancing literacy
enable the student to understand the nature of language and the process of language
learning, which comprises the integration of linguistic, cultural and social components
offer insight into the cultural characteristics of the communities where the language
is spoken
encourage an awareness and understanding of the perspectives of people from own
and other cultures, leading to involvement and action in own and other communities
foster curiosity, inquiry and a lifelong interest in, and enjoyment of, language
learning.
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
Subject Group - LOTE
Unit Title

Yr

Key Concept

Related
Concept

Global
Context

Statement of
Inquiry

Related questions

Assessment

Criteria

The way we
choose to spend
our free time
reflects our
personal and
cultural
expression.

Factual:
 How do young people spend
their free time?
Conceptual:
 Are the pastimes in Italy
different from those in
Australia?
Debatable:
 Are young people similar in
their leisure choices?

Comprehending
spoken and
visual text

A

Comprehending
written and
visual text

B

Learning a
language makes
us better global
citizens.

Factual:
 What are the adjectives of
Italian nationalities?
 Is the weather the same
around Italy?
Conceptual:
 How does where we live
affect the way we
communicate?
Debatable:

Writing

C,D

ITALIAN
What do you
do on
weekends?

8

Creativity

Conventions,
Patterns

Personal and
cultural
expression

Term 1

Where do you
live? Which
language do
you speak?

8

Connections

Term 2
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Word choice,
Context

Globalisation
and
sustainability

37

 Do you have to be proficient

in a language to live
successfully in that country?
What means of
transport do
we take?

8

Communication

Audience,
Purpose,
Message

Orientation
in time and
space

Different modes
of transport are
essential in
moving from
place to place.

Factual:
 What are the different
modes of transport in Italy?
 How do people get around in
Italy?
Conceptual:
 How important is public
transport for tourists?
Debatable:
 Is public transport essential
for everybody in Italy?

Comprehending
written and
visual text

B

8

Culture

Audience,
Conventions,
Form

Personal and
cultural
expression

Food is a means
of bringing
together and
expressing one's
culture.

Factual:
 What are some well-known
Italian foods?
Conceptual:
 How does Italian food differ
from region to region?
Debatable:
 Is Italian food the best food
in the world?

Comprehending
spoken and
visual text

A

Speaking

C,D

Terms 3

Buon Appetito!
Term 3 & 4
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Unit Title

Yr

Key Concept

Related
Concept

Global
Context

Statement of
Inquiry

Related questions

Assessment

Criteria

JAPANESE
Calendar in
Australia and
Japan (Deluxe
7)

8

Culture

Convention,
Meaning,
Purpose

Orientation
in time and
space

Each community
has its own way to
express 'when'
and make time
meaningful.

Factual:
 How do we describe dates
and days of events in
Japanese?
Conceptual:
 What events happen in each
month in Australia and
Japan?
Debatable:
 How important is it for us to
have concept of months,
dates and days, and key
events?

Comprehending
written and
visual text

B

Meaning,
Context,
Patterns

Identities
and
relationships

Personal interests
connect people
and give them
identities.

Factual:
 How can we talk about
hobbies and interests in
Japanese?
Conceptual:
 How are activities that
people enjoy in Japan
different to the ones in
Australia?
Debatable:
 Would people have a
miserable life if they don't
have hobbies?

Comprehending
spoken and
visual text

A

Term 1

Hobbies and
interests
(Deluxe 8
2019)

8

Connections

Terms 2 & 3
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Weekend
activities
(Deluxe 9)

8

Communication

Accent,
Convention,
Function

Personal
and cultural
expression

Effective and
successful
communication
requires accuracy
of language as
well as personal
expressions.

Factual:
 How can we talk about
weekend plans?
Conceptual:
 Why particles in Japanese
sentences are so important?
Debatable:
 What kind of weekends
make a well-balanced
student life?

Speaking

C,D

8

Communities

Patterns,
Convention,
Audience

Identities
and
relationships

Language patterns
and structure
enable me to
describe the
communities that
I belong to.

Factual:
 How do we talk about what
activities we do and when,
and accept or refuse an
invitation?
Conceptual:
 What are the popular club
activities in Japanese schools
and who participates?
Debatable:
 Should we adapt 'sempaikouhai' relationships in
Australian schools?

Comprehending
spoken and
visual text

A

Comprehending
written and
visual text

B

People reflect the
past with various
perspectives and
use appropriate
words and
structures to
record their

Factual:
 How can we talk about what
happened and how I felt in
Japanese?
Conceptual:
 What language patterns do I
need to move between

Writing

C,D

Term 2

Daily and freetime activities
(Deluxe10-11
Term 3

How was it?
(Deluxe 12)

8

Perspective

Term 4
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Word choice,
structure,
purpose

Personal
and cultural
expression

40

personal
thoughts.

present and past events?
Debatable:
 What made the day or year
good?

*The units may not be taught in the order shown as above. In some cases, units may vary.
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LANGUAGE ACQUISITION (LOTE) ASSESSMENT
At the end of the emergent level, students should have been exposed to a wide variety of
simple authentic spoken multimodal texts. To get the highest level of achievement for the
criteria, students need to be able to achieve the following level descriptors:

Criterion

Level Description (Emergent)

Achievement
level

Criterion A
(Listening)

The student:
● identifies explicit and implicit information (facts
and/or opinions, and supporting details)
● analyses conventions
● analyses connections.

Maximum 8

Criterion B
(Reading)

The student:
● identifies explicit and implicit information (facts
and/or opinions, and supporting details)
● analyses conventions
● analyses connections.

Maximum 8

Criterion C
(Speaking)

The student:
● uses a wide range of vocabulary
● uses a wide range of grammatical structures
generally accurately
● uses clear pronunciation and intonation in
comprehensible manner
● communicates all or almost all the required
information clearly and effectively.

Maximum 8

Criterion D
(Writing)

The student:
● uses a wide range of vocabulary
● uses a wide range of grammatical structures
generally accurately
● organises information effectively and coherently in
an appropriate format using a wide range of
simple and some complex cohesive devices
● communicates all or almost all the required
information with a clear sense of audience and
purpose to suit the context.

Maximum 8
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YEAR 8 PHYSICAL AND HEALTH
EDUCATION
RATIONALE
Physical and Health Education focuses on students enhancing their own and others’ health
and wellbeing, safety and physical activity. Research in fields such as sociology, physiology,
nutrition, biomechanics and psychology informs what we understand about healthy, safe and
active choices. Health and Physical Education offers students an experiential curriculum that
is contemporary, relevant, challenging, enjoyable and physically active.
In Physical and Health Education, students develop the knowledge, understanding and skills
to strengthen their sense of self, and build and manage satisfying relationships. The
curriculum helps them to be resilient, and to make decisions and take actions to promote
their health, safety and physical activity participation. As students mature, they develop and
use critical inquiry skills to research and analyse the knowledge and skills which influence
their own and others’ health, wellbeing and safety. They also learn to use resources for the
benefit of themselves and for the communities with which they identify and to which they
belong.
Integral to Physical and Health Education is the acquisition of movement skills, concepts and
strategies to enable students to confidently, competently and creatively participate in a range
of physical activities. As a foundation for lifelong physical activity participation and enhanced
performance, students develop proficiency in movement skills, physical activities and
movement concepts and acquire an understanding of the science behind how the body
moves. In doing so, they develop an appreciation of the significance of physical activity,
outdoor recreation and sport both in Australian society and globally.
Movement is a powerful medium for learning, through which students can acquire, practise
and refine personal, behavioural, social and cognitive skills. The Health and Physical
Education curriculum addresses how contextual factors influence the health, wellbeing,
safety and physical activity patterns of individuals, groups and communities. It provides
opportunities for students to develop skills, self-efficacy and dispositions to advocate for, and
positively influence, their own and others’ health and wellbeing.
Healthy, active living includes promoting physical fitness, healthy body weight, psychological
wellbeing, cognitive capabilities and learning. A healthy, active population improves
productivity and personal satisfaction, promotes pro-social behaviour and reduces the
occurrence of chronic disease. Health and Physical Education teaches students how to
enhance their health and wellbeing and contributes to building healthy, safe and active
communities.
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AIMS OF THE COURSE
The aims of MYP physical and health education are to encourage and enable students to:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

use inquiry to explore physical and health education concepts
participate effectively in a variety of contexts
understand the value of physical activity
achieve and maintain a healthy lifestyle
collaborate and communicate effectively
build positive relationships and demonstrate social responsibility
reflect on their learning experiences
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
Subject Group – Health and Physical Education
Unit Title

Yr

Key Concept

Body Systems
(Skeletal and
Muscular,
Cardiovascular
and
Respiratory)

8

Relationships

8

Relationships

Related
Concept

Global Context

Statement of Inquiry

Guiding questions

Assessment

Criteria

Functions
Systems

Scientific and
Technical
Innovation

The use of technology
can increase
understanding of the
relationship between
the body systems and
support physical wellbeing.

Factual:
 What are the parts and
functions of the body
systems?
Conceptual:
 How do the body systems
interact effectively to improve
physical health?
 What happens when one
system is not working
efficiently?
 How do I know if the systems
of my body are functioning
effectively?
Debatable:
 Is one system more important
to physical health than the
other?
 Can we just rely on technology
to improve the functions of
our bodies?

Research
Task

A

Refinement
Interaction

Identities and
relationships

Self esteem and
positive attitudes

Factual:
 What skills do I need to play

Class
observation

Not
assessed

Terms 3 & 4

Cricket/
Rounders
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Term 1

Volleyball

Cricket?
 What are the rules of Cricket?
Conceptual:
 How do we work together to
improve our skill level?
Debatable:
 Is a team stronger if we have
players with excellent skills in
one area or good skills across
all areas?

of skill,
gameplay
and cooperation in
team

Factual:
 What skills do I need to play
Volleyball?
 What are the rules of
Volleyball?
Conceptual:
 How do you rotate positions in
a game of Volleyball?
 How can we encourage team
members to challenge
themselves and attempt each
opportunity in our team?
Debatable:
 Being tall with a long reach is
more advantageous then
being short and agile in
Volleyball?

Skill and
Strategies in
game

C

Written test
on Fitness
Components

A,B,D

8

Change

Movement
Space

Orientation in
time and space

Individuals respond to
different game
situations and improve
performance through
the development of
space, movement and
teamwork.

8

Change

Systems
Function

Identities and
relationships

The functioning of body Factual:
systems can improve
 What are the fitness
when we change
component and how do they
training methods to
impact on overall health?

Term 2

Fitness Theory

developed through the
interaction of
supportive team
relationships can
improve skill level.

Terms 1 & 2
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Cheer Sports

Conceptual:
 How can fitness be improved,
adjust and tested?
Debatable:
 Can individuals be classified at
being fit based on all the
fitness component?

Create and
evaluate a
fitness
routine

Design a
routine and
evaluate

8

Communication Refinement
Balance

Personal and
cultural
expression

Understanding
personal strengths and
skills may be
considered when
creating a balanced
and artistic
performance

Factual:
 What are the elements of
cheer sports?
Conceptual:
 How do we encourage
unmotivated team members
to participate?
 How do we organise our class
time to create a routine
Debatable:
 Cheer sports is just for girls
and only for cheering male
sports.

8

Change

Identities and
relationships

As individuals, we
change and adapt
physically, socially,
intellectually and
emotionally as we
move through the
stages of the lifespan

Factual:
 How do we define the stages
of the human lifespan?
 What are the physical, social,
intellectual and emotional
changes we go through during
lifespan?
 What are the signs indicating
that we have started puberty?
Conceptual:
 Why do people experience

Term 3

Growth and
Development

target fitness
components and our
physical health.

Term 2
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Adaptation
Environment

B,D

NonAssessed
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different milestones at
different stages throughout
the lifespan?
 Why do people experience
puberty differently from one
another?
Debatable:
 Do girls go through more
changes in puberty than boys.
 If your mum went through
puberty at an early age, you
will also go through puberty at
an early age.
 Do individuals start to decline
and reverse their milestone
achievements throughout
adulthood?
Basketball

8

Communication Perspective
Movement

Term 4
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Identities and
relationships

Different perspectives
relating to skills and
strategies may help
improve our
performance in a game
situation.

Factual:
 What skills do I need to play
basketball?
 What are the rules of
basketball?
Conceptual:
 How do you dribble and pass
the ball in basketball?
 What are the positions in a
basketball team?
 How can we encourage team
members to challenge
themselves and attempt each
opportunity in our team?
Debatable:

Skill and
application
of strategy

C

48

 Being tall with a long reach is

more advantageous than
being short and agile in
basketball?

*The units may not be taught in the order shown as above. In some cases, units may vary.
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ASSESSMENT IN PHYSICAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION
To get the highest level of achievement for the criteria, students need to be able to achieve
the following level descriptors:

Criterion

Level descriptor (MYP Year 3)

Achievement
level

Criterion A
(Knowing and
understanding)

The student:
● describes physical health education factual,
procedural and conceptual knowledge
● applies physical and health education knowledge
to explain issues and solve problems set in familiar
and unfamiliar situations
● applies physical and health terminology
consistently and effectively to communicate
understanding.

Maximum 8

Criterion B
(Planning for
performance)

The student:
● designs and explains a plan for improving physical
performance and health
● explains the effectiveness of a plan based on the
outcome.

Maximum 8

Criterion C
(Applying and
performing)

The student:
Maximum 8
● demonstrates and applies a range of skills and
techniques
● demonstrates and applies a range of strategies and
movement concepts
● outlines and applies information to perform
effectively.

Criterion D
(Reflecting and
improving
performance)

The student:
● describes and demonstrates strategies to enhance
interpersonal skills
● outlines goals and applies strategies to enhance
performance
● explains and evaluates performance
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YEAR 8 ARTS (ART, MUSIC, DRAMA, DANCE,
MEDIA AND VISUAL COMMUNICATION)
RATIONALE
In the Victorian Curriculum F–10, the Arts includes Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music, Visual
Arts and Visual Communication Design.
The Arts enable students to develop their creative and expressive capacities by learning
about the different practices, disciplines and traditions that have shaped the expression of
culture locally, nationally and globally. Students are both artist and audience in the Arts. They
make and respond and learn to appreciate the specific ways this occurs in different
disciplines.
The Arts present ideas that are dynamic and rich in tradition. Through engaging in The Arts
students are entertained, challenged and provoked to respond to questions and assumptions
about individual and community identity, taking into account different histories and cultures.
The Arts contributes to the development of confident and creative individuals and enriches
Australian society. Students express, represent and communicate ideas in contemporary,
traditional and emerging arts forms. In Dance, Drama and Music students explore the
performing arts whilst in Media Arts, Visual Arts and Visual Communication Design students
explore the world of visual representation and expression.
The significant contributions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to Australia’s
arts heritage and contemporary arts practices are explored across the Arts, and students are
encouraged to respect and value these unique and evolving traditions.

AIMS OF THE COURSE
The aims of MYP arts are to encourage and enable students to:
● create and present art
● develop skills specific to the discipline
● engage in a process of creative exploration and (self-)discovery
● make purposeful connections between investigation and practice
● understand the relationship between art and its contexts
● respond to and reflect on art
● deepen their understanding of the world.
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
Subject Group - Arts
Unit Title

Yr Key Concept

Related Concept

Global Context

Art

8

Change

Composition
Interpretation

Orientation in
space and time

8

Change

Style

Scientific &
technical
innovation

Ceramics around
the World
(Week 11 Week 20)

Art
Inventions that
made the world
more creative
(Week 1 - Week
10)

Statement of
Inquiry

Guiding questions

Assessment

Criteria

The
composition
and
interpretation
of form has
adapted to
changes in
societies and
over time

Factual:
 What hand-building techniques
can we use to create threedimensional form?
Conceptual:
 How can you create a vessel that
is both functional and reflects
your contemporary
environment?
Debatable:
 Should we be concerned with
personal expression when
designing something functional?

Process
journal
Artwork

B,C

Scientific and
technical
innovations
have
contributed to
stylistic
changes over
time

Factual:
 What is an art style?
Conceptual:
 What other innovations have
sparked a change in style?
Debatable:
 Does technological innovation
limit (artistic) expression?

Process
journal
Artwork

B,D

The creation of
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art has, since
its beginnings,
been
determined by
what tools,
techniques,
and media are
available.
Dance

8

Communication

Style

Personal and
cultural
expression

Cultural belief
is reflected
throughout the
world in
different ways
and styles

Factual:
 What culture is of particular
interest to me as a topic to
research?
Conceptual:
 How can I express myself
through dance?
Debatable:
 What does dance show about
particular cultural contexts and
values?

Process
journal
Performance,
presentation

A,C

8

Identity

Narrative
Role

Identities and
relationships

Being able to
take on a
variety of roles
helps us to
experience
other realities
and develop
empathy.

Factual:
 What expressive skills do I need
to take on in order to present my
character realistically and
creatively?
Conceptual:
 How do I turn my idea into a
performance?
Debatable:
 Is it easier to play a role or be
yourself?

Performance
Reflection

B,C

Dance Around
the World
(Week 11 Week 19)

Drama
Drama: From
Idea to
Performance
(Week 1 - Week
10)
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Music

8

Communication

Presentation
Audience
Interpretation

Personal and
cultural
expression

We can present
creatively to an
audience as a
way of
communicating

Factual:
 How do we practice for a
performance?
Conceptual:
 How does sound become a
recognisable language?
Debatable:
 Does the quality of a
performance depend on the
amount of effort put in prior?

Performance

A,B,C

8

Communication

Composition
Structure

Personal and
cultural
expression

We can use
structured
compositions
to
communicate
creatively.

Factual:
 How do we organise sound using
the elements of music?
Conceptual:
 How does sound become a
recognisable language?
Debatable:
 Does our knowledge and ability
determine the quality of a
composition and performance?

Composition

A,D

8

Identity

Composition

Identities and
relationships

An individual
can be
identified by
their values
and
relationships in
a community
or culture.

Factual:
 What camera angles and shot
types can be used by
photographers?
Conceptual:
 How are teenage girls perceived
and represented in our society?
Debatable:
 Is the production process more
important than the product?

Artwork,
Analysis

C,D

Performance
(Week 1 - Week
10)

Music
Composition
(Week 11-20)

Media & Visual
Communication
Media:
Photography
(Week 1 - Week
10)
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Media & Visual
Communication

8

Communication

Visual
Communication Technical
drawing

Innovation

Globalisation
and
sustainability

Designers
communicate
their
innovation
through
technical
conventions.

(Week 11 Week 20)

Factual:
 What drawing conventions do
designers use?
Conceptual:
 How can designers represent 3dimensional forms?
Debatable:
 Is it necessary for a designer to
always innovate?

Package
Design

A,B

*The units may not be taught in the order shown as above. In some cases, units may vary.
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ARTS ASSESSMENT
To get the highest level of achievement for the criteria, you need to be able to achieve the
following level descriptor.

Criterion

Level descriptor (MYP Year 3)

Achievement
level

Criterion A
(Knowing and
understanding)

The student:
● demonstrates knowledge of the art form studied,
including concepts, processes, and the use of
appropriate language
● demonstrates knowledge of the role of the art
form in original or displaced contexts
● uses acquired knowledge to inform their artwork.

Maximum 8

Criterion B
(Developing
skills)

The student:
● demonstrates the acquisition and development of
the skills and techniques of the art form studied
● demonstrates the application of skills and
techniques to create, perform and/or present art.

Maximum 8

Criterion C
(Thinking
creatively)

The student:
● outlines a clear and feasible artistic intention
● outlines alternatives, perspectives, and imaginative
solutions
● demonstrates the exploration of ideas through the
developmental process to a point of realisation.

Maximum 8

Criterion D
(Responding)

The student:
● outlines connections and transfers learning to new
settings
● creates an artistic response inspired by the world
around them
● evaluates the artwork of self and others.

Maximum 8
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YEAR 8 DESIGN (TECHNOLOGIES)
RATIONALE
In the Victorian Curriculum F–10, the Technologies includes Design and Technology and
Digital Technologies.
The Technologies provide a framework for students to learn how to use technologies to
create innovative solutions that meet current and future needs. Students are encouraged to
make decisions about the development and use of technologies, considering the impacts of
technological change and how technologies may contribute to a sustainable future. The
curriculum provides practical opportunities for students to be users, designers and producers
with new technologies.
In Design and Technologies, students use design thinking and technologies to generate and
produce designed solutions. In all Technologies, students use design thinking and information
systems to analyse, design and develop a range of digital and consumable solutions.

AIMS OF THE COURSE
The aims of MYP design are to encourage and enable students to:
● enjoy the design process, develop an appreciation of its creativity as a skill
● develop knowledge, understanding and skills from different disciplines to design and
create solutions to problems using the design cycle
● use and apply technology effectively as a means to access, process and communicate
information, model and create solutions, and to solve problems
● development of self-management skills
● develop an appreciation of the impact of design innovations for life, global society and
environments
● appreciate past, present and emerging design within cultural, political, social,
historical and environmental contexts
● develop respect for others’ viewpoints and appreciate alternative solutions to
problems
● act with integrity and honesty, and take responsibility for their own actions
developing effective working practices.
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE

Subject group - Technology
Unit Title

Yr

Key Concept

Related
Concept

Food
Technology

8

Communication

8

Communities

Statement of Inquiry

Guiding questions

Evaluation

Identities and
relationships

All communities need
to communicate and
evaluate the safety
and hygiene practices
in the kitchen to
minimise the risk of
injury or illness

Factual:
Evaluation of
 How can you be safe
peer safety in
and hygienic in the
the kitchen
kitchen?
 Why do you need to be
safe and hygienic in the
kitchen?
Conceptual:
 What is the
relationship between
safety and hygiene and
minimising the risk of
injury and illness?
Debatable:
 Is it necessary to be
safe and hygienic in the
kitchen?

D

Resources

Identities and
relationships

Sharing a meal with a
family or community
requires careful
planning and the use

Factual:
 What is a community?
 How can I plan a meal
for family, friends or a

A,B

Safety and
Hygiene
(Week 2 - 4)

Food
Technology
Meal Planning
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Learning
Outcome

Global Context

Analysis and
Planning Report
for the creation
of a shared

Criteria

58

of different resources
to ensure ...
The careful planning
of food will ensure a
community can
celebrate and share
their resources to
enhance life
The use of different
resources and careful
planning of a shared
meal will ensure a
community can
promote
connectedness,
relationships and
individual identity

(Week 5 - 10)

Food
Technology

8

Communications

Food and the
Media
(Week 11 - 16)

Santa Maria College Year 8 Curriculum Handbook 2020

Perspective

Identities and
relationships

community?
 What resources can I

use to plan a successful
meal?
 How can I choose a
successful recipe?
Conceptual:
 How can sharing
connect communities
and family?
Debatable:
 Is it necessary to plan
meals to ensure they
are successful?

A person's food
Factual:
choice can be
 What are food choices?
influenced in many
 How can we learn to
different ways choose to eat healthy
different marketing
food?
strategies can have a
 How can we effectively
positive and negative
promote healthy eating
impact on an
to our community?
individual’s food
 How does marketing
choice.
influence food choice?
A consumer needs to
Conceptual:
eat a variety of
 Are all nutrients found
natural food to ensure
in natural foods the
they eat the required
same regardless of

meal to be
created at
home

Creation of a
promotional
piece that
influences
healthy eating.

C

59

amount of nutrients
where they come
daily
from?
A consumer needs to
 Are nutrients good and
plan to eat a variety of
bad?
natural food in order
 How do we form our
to avoid food waste
food choices?
and to ensure a
Debatable:
 Is it necessary to eat
sustainable future
healthy food on a daily
basis?
 Can healthy food
choices be promoted
effectively to ensure
the community eats
well?
 Does effective
marketing influence
food choice?
Design
Technology

8

Development

Tool-kit and
Softie
(Week 1 - Week
18)
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Form
Invention

Personal and
cultural
expression

Designers create
products which reflect
and communicate
individual style.

Factual:
 How can I use a sewing
machine?
 How do I make a ToolKit?
 How do I make a
"Softie?"
Conceptual:
 Can pattern making be
manipulated to
accommodate personal
design?

Creation of a
sewing Toolkit
and unique
Softie

Tool-kit:
C,D
Softie:
A,B

60

Debatable:
 Does planning affect
the outcome?

*The units may not be taught in the order shown as above. In some cases, units may vary.
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DESIGN ASSESSMENT
To get the highest level of achievement for the criteria, students need to be able to achieve
the following level descriptors:

Criterion

Level descriptor (MYP Year 3)

Achievement
level

Criterion A
(Inquiring and
analysing)

The student:
● explains and justifies the need for a solution to a
problem
● constructs a research plan, which states and
prioritizes the primary and secondary research
needed to develop a solution to the problem
independently
● analyses a group of similar products that inspire a
solution to the problem
● develops a design brief, which presents the
analysis of relevant research.

Maximum 8

Criterion B
(Developing
ideas)

The student:
● develops a design specification which outlines the
success criteria for the design of a solution based
on the data collected
● presents a range of feasible design ideas, using an
appropriate medium(s) and annotation, which can
be correctly interpreted by others
● presents the chosen design and outlines the
reasons for its selection with reference to the
design specification
● develops accurate planning drawings/diagrams
and outlines requirements for the creation of the
chosen solution.

Maximum 8

Criterion C
(Creating the
solution)

The student:
● constructs a logical plan, which outlines the
efficient use of time and resources, sufficient for
peers to be able to follow to create the solution
● demonstrates excellent technical skills when
making the solution
● follows the plan to create the solution, which
functions as intended and is presented
appropriately
● explains changes made to the chosen design and
plan when making the solution.

Maximum 8
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Criterion D
(Evaluating)

The student:
● describes detailed and relevant testing methods,
which generate accurate data, to measure the
success of the solution
● explains the success of the solution against the
design specification based on authentic product
testing
● describes how the solution could be improved
● describes the impact of the solution on the
client/target audience.
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