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INTRODUCTION 
The Middle Years at Santa Maria College comprises of Years 7 to 10. The learning and 
teaching program offered at the school is based on the International Baccalaureate Middle 
Years Programme (MYP). The MYP is a challenging framework that encourages students to 
make practical connections between their studies and the real world. The curriculum 
framework comprises of eight subject groups, providing a broad and balanced education for 
early adolescents. The MYP curriculum framework allows students to meet the requirements 
of the Victorian Curriculum.  
 
This booklet gives information about the curriculum and course delivery in Years 7. The 
Middle School curriculum offers a broad and balanced education giving students the 
opportunity to experience a wide range of subjects. This enables them to make informed 
choices when they need to select subjects for their senior years. For each subject, the course 
description, learning requirements and course content are outlined in the booklet. If you 
require any further information about the learning and teaching program in the Middle 
School, please do not hesitate to contact the school.  
 
 
 
 
Jeremy Otto Brad Denny 
Deputy Principal: Learning and Teaching MYP Coordinator
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Dare to do as 
much as you 
are  able. 
 

Our School 
Santa Maria College is an 

independent Catholic 

Secondary School for girls. It 

was established by the Sisters 

of the Good Samaritan of the 

Order of Saint Benedict in 

Northcote in 1904. The school 

currently has around 920 

students. 

The values of the Sisters of the 

Good Samaritan Order give 

direction to our College 

community. We nurture well-

informed, articulate and 

independent young women who 

are energised by the Word of God 

and respond to the challenge of 

the real world with spirit and 

compassion. 

Santa Maria College encourages 

students to cultivate their talents in 

a safe and happy environment. Our 

girls understand the importance of 

balancing the pursuit of academic 

excellence with emotional, spiritual 

and physical wellbeing. They have 

a love of learning, which is 

nurtured in first-class facilities, by 

dedicated staff. We have a robust 

and challenging curriculum. We 

are proud to offer the 

International Baccalaureate 

Middle Years Program as an 

authorised school. We provide a 

diverse and challenging co-

curricular program. By immersing 

themselves in our dynamic 

educational community, students 

experience success academically 

and in other facets of life. 

 

Our Vision 
Santa Maria College is a Catholic 

school in the Benedictine tradition. 

Our students will be strong, 

compassionate and independent 

women who are critical thinkers 

and seek to live out Gospel values 

with integrity, hope and joy. 

 

Our Mission 
Santa Maria College is a Catholic 

secondary school for girls, founded 

by the Sisters of the Good Samaritan 

in 1904. Our educational endeavours 

seek to nurture a search for truth, a 

spirit of inquiry and a deep love of 

learning. The life and teachings of 

Jesus energise our community and 

permeate all that we do. The 

parable of the Good Samaritan with 

its spirit of welcome, love, service 

and compassion gives a particular 

emphasis to the way we live out our 

Gospel challenge in this community. 

We celebrate our diversity by 

developing critical social awareness 

and a reverence and responsibility 

towards all creation. In this 

educational environment we strive 

to nurture an atmosphere of trust 

and hope where our students are 

accepted, affirmed, encouraged and 

challenged to grow to their full 

potential. 
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IB LEARNER PROFILE 
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AN OVERVIEW OF THE MYP 

 
The MYP programme Model 
 
The student is at the centre of this programme. The middle years, Y7 to Y10, are a crucial 
period in a student’s personal, social and intellectual development. It can be a time of 
much uncertainty, change and questioning. The Middle Years Programme is designed to 
help young people learn and grow from these experiences and to guide them in the 
search for a sense of place in their natural and social environments. The MYP helps 
students to become increasingly aware of connections between subject content and the 
real world, our relationship to each other and to the world, to be aware of broader and 
more complex global issues and to help them acquire skills, self-awareness, personal 
values and confidence. 

  
In the programme model for the MYP, the first ring around the student at the centre 
describes the features of the programme that assist students develop disciplinary (and 
interdisciplinary) understanding.  Those features are approaches to learning (ATL) - 
develop learning skills; approaches to teaching – through inquiry; concepts – concept-
driven curriculum; global contexts – learning best through context. 
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The six Global Contexts are: 
● Identities and relationships 
● Orientation in space and time 
● Personal and cultural expression  
● Scientific and technical innovation 
● Globalisation and sustainability  

 
Each of the global contexts has focus questions and a description. The questions and 
learning experience in a unit are designed to help students inquire, explore and gain 
different perspectives on concepts, themes and issues. They extend students’ learning 
from knowledge to understanding and from reflection to thoughtful action. 
 
 

Global Context Focus Questions Possible ATL Skills 

Identities and relationships 
Who am I? 
Who are we? 

Self-management 
iii. Organization 
iv. Affective 
v. Reflection 

Orientation in space and time 
What is the meaning of 
“where” and “when”? 

Communication 
i. Communication 
Research 
vi. Information literacy 

Personal and cultural 
expression 

What is the nature and 
purpose of creative 
expression? 

Research 
vii. Media literacy 
Thinking 
ix. Creative thinking 

Scientific and technical 
innovation 

How do we understand the 
world in which we live? 

Research 
vi. Information literacy 
Thinking 
x. Transfer 

Globalisation and 
sustainability 

How is everything 
connected? 

Communication 
i. Communication 
Research 
vi. Information literacy 

Fairness and development 
What are the consequences 
of our common humanity? 

Social 
ii. Collaboration 
Thinking 
viii. Creative thinking 
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The MYP’s aim is for all students to develop as inquirers. By this we mean: 
 
Developing an awareness so it will lead to a better understanding of the impact of various 
concepts and issues on oneself and those around. This in turn will make us understand the 
responsibilities we have to ourselves, to each other and to society in general. Using our skills 
of ongoing reflection, we can continually re-evaluate our involvement in and our 
understanding of these concepts and issues under inquiry. As we become more aware and 
acquire a better understanding of the context and of our responsibilities, this can lead to 
thoughtful and positive action, and evident by our community service and the personal 
project (year 10). 
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ASSESSMENT IN THE IB MYP 
MYP assessment at Santa Maria College is continuous and criterion based. Assessment tasks 
in each subject are given to students at different times during the term with at least 1 week’s 
advance notice. Assessment tasks and results of assessment are available for students 
through SIMON and parents through PAM. Forward planning of assessment is available 
through the assessment calendars published at the beginning of each Semester.  

  
The MYP assessment process is called a criterion-related model. It is vital that both students 
and parents understand the methods of assessment and play an active role in the process. 

 This model is very helpful because students know before even attempting the work 
what needs to be done to reach each level. 

 The model also helps teachers to clarify and express their expectations about 
assignments in a way that students can understand. 

 The strength of this model is that students are assessed for what they can do, rather 
than being ranked against each other. 

 Students receive feedback on their performance based on the criteria level 
descriptors. 

 
The aim of MYP assessment is to support and encourage student learning. 

 Teachers continually gather and analyse information on student performance and 
provide feedback to students to help them improve their performance. 

 Students must also be involved in evaluating their own progress using self-assessment 
and reflection. In doing so, they develop wider critical-thinking and self-assessment 
skills. 

 
The MYP assessment criteria across subject groups can be summarized as follows. The 
maximum level of achievement for all criteria is 8. 
 
MYP / AusVELs / A-E Key 
 

Curriculum 
MYP Criterion Level 

A, B, C and D 
AusVELS Equivalent A-E 

The Victorian 
Curriculum 7-10 

8 
Above level A 

7 

6 

At level B-C 5 

4 

3 

Below level D-E 2 

1 
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  Criterion A Criterion B Criterion C Criterion D 

Language and literature 
(English) 

Analysing Organising Producing text Using language 

Language acquisition 
(Italian and Japanese) 

Comprehending 
spoken and 
visual text 

Comprehending 
written and 
visual text 

Communicating 
in response to 
spoken, written 
and visual text 

Using language 
in spoken and 
written form 

Individuals and societies 
(Humanities and 
Religion) 

Knowing and 
understanding 

Investigating Communicating 
Thinking 
critically 

Sciences 
Knowing and 
understanding 

Inquiring and 
designing 

Processing and 
evaluating 

Reflecting on 
the impacts of 
science 

Mathematics 
Knowing and 
understanding 

Investigating 
patterns 

Communicating 

Applying 
mathematics in 
real-life 
contexts 

The Arts 
Knowing and 
understanding 

Developing skills 
Thinking 
creatively 

Responding 

Physical and health 
education 

Knowing and 
understanding 

Planning for 
performance 

Applying and 
performing 

Reflecting and 
improving 
performance 

Design 
Inquiring and 
analysing 

Developing 
ideas 

Creating the 
solution 

Evaluating 

MYP Personal Project Investigating Planning Taking action Reflecting 

Interdisciplinary 
Disciplinary 
grounding 

Synthesising 
and applying 

Communicating Reflecting 

 
 
How does MYP Assessment Differ from other Assessment Models? 

 MYP assessment is NOT 
o a ‘bell-curve’ distribution of scores 
o a percentage 
o a letter grade. 

 Students are not ranked against others in their class or year group. MYP assessment 
emphasizes individual achievement. 

 Students are encouraged to reflect on their own learning and use the descriptors to 
motivate themselves to a higher level of achievement. 
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YEAR 7 RELIGION 
In the Religious Education Curriculum Framework, the learning structure has three integrated 
components: three strands of learning: Knowledge and Understanding; Reasoning and 
Responding; Personal and Communal Engagement 

The Three Strands 
The three strands of learning in religious education grow out of an understanding of dialogue 
that engages each learner as a seeker of truth, a maker of meaning and one who lives out their 
story in, and with, community. The three strands emphasise that learning in religious education 
is more than a cognitive approach to gaining Knowledge and Understanding; it also develops 
learners’ Reasoning and Responding, and deepens their Personal and Communal Engagement 
through the learning. 

  

The three strands reflect an approach to learning in relationship where learners come to 
know themselves and are valued and understood through dialogue. While the three strands 
are articulated as discrete aspects of learning highlighting particular modes of learning, they 
are interconnected and often apply simultaneously. The three strands are the basis of the 
learning structure. They provide the organising schema for the content descriptors and 
achievement standards. Each strand names a key action of dialogue: explanation, 
interpretation and reflection integrated into life. These actions draw you back to what 
students are doing in the process of dialogue at the heart of a pedagogy of encounter. The 
three strands are central when designing for student engagement and learning / assessment 
and / or moderating their learning. 
 
The Five Content Areas 
Religious education in a Catholic school takes seriously the mission of the Church to engage 
with the message of the Gospel and Catholic Tradition in all its wisdom, complexity and 
challenge. 

The content of the learning in the framework is organised through five areas: 

 Scripture and Jesus 

 Church and Community 

 God, Religion and Life 

 Prayer, Liturgy and Sacrament 

 Morality and Justice. 

A statement for each content area encapsulates the Catholic theological understandings to 
be explored and developed with students throughout their years of Catholic education. The 
content areas are interconnected and the statements note these connections. Each content 
area deserves equal attention across the scope of the year’s learning. 
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 

 

Subject Group - Religious Education 

Unit Title Yr Key Concept 
Related 
Concept 

Global 
Context 

Statement of Inquiry Guiding questions Assessment Criteria 

Belonging 

 
Term 1 

7 Relationships Communities Identities and 
relationships 

 

A community's traditions 
shape relationship and 
identity 

Factual: 
 Who were the founders of 

Santa Maria College? 
Conceptual: 
 How do people belong? (Santa 

Maria Community) 
Debatable: 
 Do ancient rules and practices 

have modern relevance? 

Brochure A 

Catholic Belief 

 
Term 2 

7 Culture Beliefs Identities and 
relationships 

 

Culture is shaped by 
shared beliefs 

Factual: 
 What are some examples of 

Catholic prayer? 
Conceptual: 
 Why are certain symbols, 

colours, stories and rituals 
significant? 

Debatable: 
 You don't have to believe to 

belong 

Research 
Task 

B,D 
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Moses 

 
Term 3 

7 Relationships Teaching and 
traditions 

Identities 
and 
relationships 

 

A relationship with God 
is influenced by 
teachings and traditions 

Factual: 
 How is the Bible constructed?  
 What are the different books, 

key characters and events in 
the Old Testament?  

Conceptual: 
 How do leaders impact on 

community? 
Debatable: 
 Is it better to stay where you 

are, or take a risk? 

Moses 
Research 
Task 

 

B,C 

Jesus and his 
world 

 
Term 4 

7 Time, place 
and space 

Rituals and 
Rites 
 

Identities 
and 
relationships 

 

Jesus and his teaching 
cannot be understood 
unless the reader 
understands the world 
he lived in. 

Factual: 
 What are the key 

characteristics of life in first 
century Judea? 

Conceptual: 
 What was life like during the 

time of Jesus? 
Debatable: 
 A person cannot understand 

beliefs and teachings of Jesus 
without understanding his 
world. 

Research 
Task 

A,B,C 

 
*The units may not be taught in the order shown as above. In some cases, units may vary.   
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YEAR 7 ENGLISH 
RATIONALE 

The study of English is central to the learning and development of all young Australians. It 
helps create confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed citizens. It is 
through the study of English that individuals learn to analyse, understand, communicate and 
build relationships with others and with the world around them. The study of English helps 
young people develop the knowledge and skills needed for education, training and the 
workplace. It helps them become ethical, thoughtful, informed and active members of 
society and plays an important part in developing the understanding, attitudes and 
capabilities of those who will take responsibility for Australia’s future. 
 
Although Australia is a linguistically and culturally diverse country, participation in many 
aspects of Australian life depends on effective communication in Standard Australian English. 
In addition, proficiency in English is invaluable globally. The English curriculum contributes 
both to nation-building and to internationalisation, including Australia’s links to Asia. 
 
English also helps students to engage imaginatively and critically with literature to expand the 
scope of their experience. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have contributed to 
Australian society and to its contemporary literature and literary heritage through their 
distinctive ways of representing and communicating knowledge, traditions and experience.  
 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 

The aims of MYP language and literature (English) are to encourage and enable students to: 
 

 use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning, self-expression, 
analysis and social interaction 

 develop the skills involved in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing and 
presenting in a variety of contexts 

 develop critical, creative and personal approaches to studying and analysing literary 
and non-literary texts 

 engage with text from different historical periods and a variety of cultures 

 explore and analyse aspects of personal, host and other cultures through literary and 
non-literary texts 

 explore language through a variety of media and modes 

 develop a lifelong interest in reading 

 apply linguistic and literary concepts and skills in a variety of authentic contexts. 
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 

 

Subject Group - English 

Unit Title Yr Key Concept Related Concept Global Context Statement of Inquiry Guiding questions Assessment Criteria 

What's in a 
story? 

 
Term 1 

7 Creativity Structure 
Purpose 
Self-expression 

Personal and 
cultural 
expression 

 

Students write a 
narrative, 
demonstrating a 
sound awareness of 
language, structure 
and purpose in their 
text. 

Factual: 
 What are the structural 

elements of a narrative? 
Conceptual: 
 How can we demonstrate 

creativity in a story? 
Debatable: 
 Does a story always need 

an ending? 

Reading 
Comprehension 

 
Create a 
Narrative (Term 
2 report) 

B,C,D 

The Forgotten 
Pearl  

 
Term 2 

7 Relationships Setting Character 
Theme 

Orientation in 
time and space 

 

War has significant 
impact on our social, 
cultural and personal 
identities. 

Factual: 
 What is the historical 

context of WWII?  
 What was Australia's role? 
Conceptual: 
 How does war impact 

societies?  
 To what extent can the 

participation in war be 
justified?  

 What can be learnt about 
humanity from observing 
the history of wars? 

Debatable: 

Debate Speech A,B,D 
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 Does a society honour the 
bravery of those who fight 
in wars without 
simultaneously glorifying 
senseless loss of life?  

The 
Declaration  

 
Terms 3 and 4 

7 Identity 

 
Character 
Theme  
Genre 

Identities and 
relationships 

 

The social structures 
in which we live 
influence and shape 
our identities. 

Factual: 
 What are the features of 

the society described in 
this dystopian novel?  

 What does a dystopian 
novel teach us about our 
own society? 

Conceptual: 
 How do social structures 

influence the way we 
interact with each other?  

 Can the desire for freedom 
ever be fully extinguished 
by an oppressive regime? 

Debatable: 
 Are Mrs. Pincent´s abusive 

actions understandable or 
justifiable? 

Analytical Essay A, B, D 

Wide Reading 
Stay 
Connected! 

 
(Whole Year) 

7 Connections Context 
Intertextuality 

 

Personal and 
cultural 
expression 

 

Making authentic 
connections assists 
readers to gain a 
deeper 
understanding of the 
text. 

Factual: 
 What are text to self, text 

to text and text to world 
connections? 

Conceptual: 
 How can firm connections 

to texts enhance our 
understanding of what we 

Project A, C, D 
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read? 
Debatable: 
 What type of connection is 

the most useful? 

Ever After- A 
Cinderella Story 

 
Term 4 

7 Communication Intertextuality 
Purpose 

 

Personal and 
cultural 
expression 

 

Directors use specific 
techniques when 
making films to 
encourage the 
audience to respond 
to the film and 
characters in a 
particular way. 

Factual: 
 What are the different film 

techniques directors use to 
create meaning? 

Conceptual: 
 How do different film 

techniques convey 
ideas/meaning to an 
audience? 

 How can different stories 
be reimagined in film? 

Debatable: 
 Is every decision made in a 

film a conscious choice or 
are we reading too much 
into our analysis? 

Film 
Techniques 
Essay 

A,B,C,D 

 
 
*The units may not be taught in the order shown as above. In some cases, units may vary. 
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ENGLISH ASSESSMENT 

To get the highest level of achievement for the criteria, students will need to be able to 
achieve the following level descriptors: 

Criterion Level descriptor (MYP Year 3) 
Achievement 

level 

Criterion A 
(Analysing) 

The student: 
● identifies and explains the content, context, 

language, structure, technique and style of text(s) 
and the relationship among texts 

● identifies and explains the effects of the creator’s 
choices on an audience 

● justifies opinions and ideas, using examples, 
explanations and terminology 

● interprets similarities and differences in features 
within and between genres and texts. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion B 
(Organising) 

The student: 
● employs organisational structures that serve the 

context and intention 
● organises opinions and ideas in a coherent and 

logical manner 
● uses referencing and formatting tools to create a 

presentation style suitable to the context and 
intention. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion C 
(Producing text) 

The student: 
● produces texts that demonstrates thought, 

imagination and sensitivity, while exploring and 
considering new perspectives and ideas arising 
from personal engagement with the creative 
process 

● makes stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, 
literary and visual devices, demonstrating 
awareness of impact on an audience 

● selects relevant details and examples to develop 
ideas. 

Maximum 8 
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Criterion D 
(Using language) 

The student: 
● uses appropriate and varied vocabulary, sentence 

structures and forms of expression 
● writes and speaks in an appropriate register and 

style 
● uses correct grammar, syntax and punctuation 
● spells (alphabetic languages), writes (character 

languages) and pronounces with accuracy 
● uses appropriate non-verbal communication 

techniques. 

Maximum 8 
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YEAR 7 MATHEMATICS 
RATIONALE 

Mathematics provides students with access to important mathematical ideas, knowledge and 
skills that they will draw on in their personal and work lives. The curriculum also provides 
students, as life-long learners, with the basis on which further study and research in 
mathematics and applications in many other fields are built. 
 
Mathematical ideas have evolved across societies and cultures over thousands of years, and 
are constantly developing. Digital technologies are facilitating this expansion of ideas and 
provide new tools for mathematical exploration and invention. While the usefulness of 
mathematics for modelling and problem solving is well known, mathematics also has a 
fundamental role in both enabling and sustaining cultural, social, economic and technological 
advances and empowering individuals to become critical citizens. 
 
Number, measurement and geometry, statistics and probability are common aspects of most 
people’s mathematical experience in everyday personal, study and work situations. Equally 
important are the essential roles that algebra, functions and relations, logic, mathematical 
structure and working mathematically play in people’s understanding of the natural and 
human worlds, and the interaction between them. 
 
The Mathematics curriculum focuses on developing increasingly sophisticated and refined 
mathematical understanding, fluency, reasoning, modelling and problem-solving. These 
capabilities enable students to respond to familiar and unfamiliar situations by employing 
mathematics to make informed decisions and solve problems efficiently. 
 
The curriculum ensures that the links between the various components of mathematics, as 
well as the relationship between mathematics and other disciplines, are made clear. 
Mathematics is composed of multiple but interrelated and interdependent concepts and 
structures which students apply beyond the mathematics classroom. For example, in Science, 
understanding sources of error and their impact on the confidence of conclusions is vital; in 
Geography, interpretation of data underpins the study of human populations and their 
physical environments; in History, students need to be able to imagine timelines and time 
frames to reconcile related events; and in English, deriving quantitative, logical and spatial 
information is an important aspect of making meaning of texts. 
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AIMS OF THE COURSE 

The aims of MYP mathematics are to encourage and enable students to: 
 

 enjoy mathematics, develop curiosity and begin to appreciate its elegance and power 

 develop an understanding of the principles and nature of mathematics 

 communicate clearly and confidently in a variety of contexts 

 develop logical, critical and creative thinking 

 develop confidence, perseverance, and independence in mathematical thinking and 
problem-solving 

 develop powers of generalization and abstraction 

 apply and transfer skills to a wide range of real-life situations, other areas of 
knowledge and future developments 

 appreciate how developments in technology and mathematics have influenced each 
other 

 appreciate the moral, social and ethical implications arising from the work of 
mathematicians and the applications of mathematics 

 appreciate the international dimension in mathematics through an awareness of the 
universality of mathematics and its multicultural and historical perspectives 

 appreciate the contribution of mathematics to other areas of knowledge 

 develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary to pursue further studies in 
mathematics 

 develop the ability to reflect critically upon their own work and the work of others.  
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 

 

Subject Group - Mathematics 

Unit Title Yr Key Concept 
Related 
Concept 

Global Context 
Statement of 
Inquiry 

Guiding questions Assessment Criteria 

Whole 
Numbers & 
Number 
Properties  
 
Term 1 

7 Form Change 
Representation 
Systems 
 

Orientation in 
time and space 
 
By learning 
about 
numbers, their 
properties, and 
how to 
perform 
operations 
with them, you 
will realise how 
important 
numbers have 
been 
throughout 
history.  

The formation and 
development of a 
global number 
system has often 
led to the progress 
of civilization and 
technology. 

Factual: 
 What are numbers used 

for?  
Conceptual: 
 How have numbers 

developed over time? 
Debatable: 
 Do we need numbers? 

Research 
Project and 
Tests 

A,C 

Integers 
 
Term 2 

7 Time, Space and 
Place 

Generalisation 
Representation 
Measurement 
 

Orientation in 
time and space 
  
By learning 
about integers, 

Logical 
representation of 
numbers can help 
us to understand 
the world. 

Factual: 
 What are the order of 

operations for negative 
numbers? 

Conceptual: 

Test A 
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you will learn 
that an 
understanding 
of numbers has 
been 
instrumental in 
being able to 
explore the 
Earth and the 
furthest 
reaches of 
outer space. 

 How are integers expressed 
in different contexts?  

Debatable: 
 Should Zero be a positive 

number or a negative 
number? 

Number 
Patterns and 
Algebra  
 

Terms 2 and 3 

7 Relationships Pattern 
Representation 
Equivalence 
 

Scientific and 
technical 
innovation 
 

Modelling 
relationships of 
patterns can be 
represented in 
different 
equivalent forms. 

Factual: 
 What equation describes 

the pattern that is 
occurring? 

Conceptual: 
 How can algebraic 

statements that look so 
different be equivalent? 

Debatable: 
 Is algebra a type of 

language? 

Investigation 
and Test 

A,B,D 

Geometry 
 
Term 3 

7 Form Space 
Justification 
  

Personal and 
cultural 
expression 
 

Understanding the 
formation of 
shapes enhances 
spatial awareness 
and can be used to 
convey powerful 
messages visually. 

Factual: 
 What are transformations? 
Conceptual: 
 How is a knowledge of 

shapes and angles useful?  
Debatable: 
 Is a square a rectangle? 

Investigation D 
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Real Numbers 
– Fractions, 
decimals  
 
Terms 3 and 4 

7 Connections Equivalence 
Simplification 
Representation 
 

Scientific and 
technical 
innovation 
  

Understanding 
the  
representation of 
real numbers helps 
us to connect the 
equivalence 
between the 
different forms. 

Factual: 
 What are the steps to 

convert from a decimal to a 
fraction? 

Conceptual: 
 How can the conversion of 

a fraction to a decimal be 
useful? 

Debatable: 
 Are fractions a better 

representation of a real 
number compared to a 
decimal? 

Investigation 
and Test 

A,B,C 

Statistics 
 
Term 4 

7 Communication Representation 
Measurement 
 

Identities and 
Relationships 
 

The representation 
of measured data 
allows  students to 
explore and 
communicate who 
they are compared 
to others. 

Factual: 
 What is the mean, mode, 

median and range? 
Conceptual: 
 Why would you use the 

mean, mode, median and 
range? 

Debatable: 
 Could I be described as 

typical? 
 

Survey C 

 
 
*The units may not be taught in the order shown as above. In some cases, units may vary. 
 



 

Santa Maria College Year 7 Curriculum Handbook 2020 25 

MATHEMATICS ASSESSMENT 
 
To get the highest level of achievement for the criteria, students need to be able to achieve 
the following level descriptor. 
 

Criterion Level descriptor (MYP Year 3) 
Achievement 

level 

Criterion A 
(Knowing and 
understanding) 

The student: 
● selects appropriate mathematics when solving 

problems in both familiar and unfamiliar situations 
● applies the selected mathematics successfully 

when solving problems 
● solves problems correctly in a variety of contexts. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion B 
(Investigating 
patterns) 

The student: 
● selects and applies mathematical problem-solving 

techniques to discover complex patterns 
● describes patterns as relationships and/or general 

rules consistent with findings 
● verifies and justifies relationships and/or general 

rules. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion C 
(Communicating) 

The student: 
● uses appropriate mathematical language 

(notation, symbols and terminology) in both oral 
and written explanations 

● uses appropriate forms of mathematical 
representation to present information 

● moves between different forms of mathematical 
representation 

● communicates complete and coherent 
mathematical lines of reasoning 

● organises information using a logical structure. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion D 
(Applying 
mathematics in 
real-life contexts) 

The student: 
● identifies relevant elements of authentic real-life 

situations 
● selects appropriate mathematical strategies when 

solving authentic real-life situations 
● applies the selected mathematical strategies 

successfully to reach a solution 
● explains the degree of accuracy of a solution 
● explains whether a solution makes sense in the 

context of the authentic real-life situation. 

Maximum 8 
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YEAR 7 SCIENCE 
Science provides an empirical way of answering interesting and important questions about 
the biological, physical and technological world. Science is a dynamic, collaborative and 
creative human endeavour arising from our desire to make sense of our world by exploring 
the unknown, investigating universal mysteries, making predictions and solving problems. 
Science knowledge is contestable and is revised, refined and extended as new evidence 
arises. 
 
The Science curriculum provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of 
important scientific concepts and processes, the practices used to develop scientific 
knowledge, the contribution of science to our culture and society, and its applications in our 
lives. The curriculum supports students to develop the scientific knowledge, understandings 
and skills to make informed decisions about local, national and global issues and to 
participate, if they so wish, in science-related careers. 
 
In addition to its practical applications, learning science is a valuable pursuit in its own right. 
Students can experience the joy of scientific discovery and nurture their natural curiosity 
about the world around them. In doing this, they develop critical and creative thinking skills 
and challenge themselves to identify questions, apply new knowledge, explain science 
phenomena and draw evidence-based conclusions using scientific methods. The wider 
benefits of this 'scientific literacy' are well established, including giving students the capability 
to investigate the world around them and the way it has changed and changes as a result of 
human activity. 
 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 

The aims of MYP sciences are to encourage and enable students to: 
 

 understand and appreciate science and its implications 

 consider science as a human endeavour with benefits and limitations 

 cultivate analytical, inquiring and flexible minds that pose questions, solve problems, 
construct explanations and judge arguments 

 develop skills to design and perform investigations, evaluate evidence and reach 
conclusions 

 build an awareness of the need to effectively collaborate and communicate 

 apply language skills and knowledge in a variety of real-life contexts 

 develop sensitivity towards the living and non-living environments 

 reflect on learning experiences and make informed choices. 
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 

 

Subject Group - Science 

Unit Title Yr  Key Concept 
Related 
Concept 

Global Context Statement of Inquiry Guiding questions Assessment Criteria 

Science Safety 
& Method  
 
Term 1 

7 Relationships Evidence, 
Patterns, 
Development  

Scientific and 
technical 
innovation 
(understanding 
how the world 
of science 
works) 
 

Scientists develop 
our understanding 
of the world by 
collecting evidence 
and looking for 
patterns to help 
explain 
relationships. 

Factual: 
 What equipment do we use 

in Science? 
 What are the steps involved 

in the scientific method? 
Conceptual: 
 Why are the control variables 

(fair testing) important in 
science? 

Debatable: 
 Is science always right? 

Experimental 
Investigation 
into boiling 
different 
volumes of 
water  
(processing and 
evaluating data) 
 

C 

Classifying 
Living Things 
 
Terms 1 and 2 

7 Systems Patterns, 
Evidence 

Identities and 
Relationships 
 

Classification 
systems have been 
established based 
on evidence and 
patterns that help 
us organise and 
understand the 
identities and 
relationships 
between different 
organisms 

Factual: 
 What is the difference 

between living and non-living 
things? 

 Why do we classify things? 
Conceptual: 
 How and why do we create 

dichotomous keys? 
Debatable: 
 To what extent has the 

Linnaean classification system 

Test 
 
Research task 
into the impact 
science is having 
on avoiding 
animal 
extinction. 

A,D 
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enabled scientists to 
communicate globally? 

Separating 
Mixtures 
 
Term 2 

7 Systems Environments 
Balance 

Globalisation 
and 
sustainability 
(supplying 
clean water for 
all living 
things).  
 

The system of 
separating mixtures 
is important for 
keeping our 
environments 
balanced by 
supplying clean 
water for all living 
things.  

Factual: 
 What is a mixture?  
Conceptual: 
 How are substances 

separated? 
Debatable: 
 Do we need bottled water? 
 Does everyone have clean 

water? 

Experimental 
Investigation 
into the 
effectiveness of 
different 
techniques to 
clean water 
(inquiring and 
designing) 

B 

Forces  
 
Term 3 

7 Relationships Models 
Movement 
 

Scientific and 
technical 
innovation 
 

Models and laws 
help predict and 
describe motion 
leading to 
discoveries. 

Factual: 
 What effect do forces have 

on the motion of objects? 
Conceptual: 
 How can the size of a force 

be measured? 
Debatable: 
 Are forces an advantage or a 

disadvantage? 

Experimental 
investigation on 
factors affecting 
a parachutes fall 
time 
 

B,C 

Planet Earth 
 
Term 3 

7 Relationships Consequences 
Movement 
 

Orientation in 
time and space 

Understanding the 
age, movement and 
orientation of the 
Earth in space 
encourages an 
appreciation for the 
relationship that 
exists between 
resources and 

Factual: 
 What energy resources does 

the earth give us? 
 What are the different bodies 

in our Solar system? 
Conceptual: 
 How are all energy resources 

linked to the sun? 
 What relationships between 

Research and 
oral 
presentation to 
class on an 
energy resource 

D 
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energy demands. Earth and other celestial 
bodies do we have evidence 
for? 

Debatable: 
 Why should we move to 

renewable sources of energy 
when we have lots of cheaper 
nonrenewable sources to 
use? 

 How did Galileo change the 
course of history by claiming 
the earth was not the centre 
of the universe? 

Living Together 
 
Term 4 

7 Relationships Consequences 
Balance 
 

Globalisation 
and 
sustainability 
(human impact 
on the 
environment) 
 

Relationships that 
humans have with 
their environments, 
often have 
consequences due 
to the disruption of 
balance. 

Factual: 
 What is the difference 

between a food web and a 
food chain? 

Conceptual: 
 How do food webs become 

unbalanced? 
Debatable: 
 If humans became extinct 

would all forms of life on 
Earth flourish? 

Test A 

 
 
*The units may not be taught in the order shown as above. In some cases, units may vary. 
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SCIENCE ASSESSMENT 

To get the highest level of achievement for the criteria, students need to be able to achieve 
the following level descriptors: 
 

Criterion Level descriptor (MYP Year 3) 
Achievement 

level 

Criterion A 
(Knowing and 
understanding) 

The student is able to: 
●  describe scientific knowledge 
● apply scientific knowledge and understanding to 

solve problems set in familiar and unfamiliar 
situations 

● analyse information to make scientifically 
supported judgments. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion B 
(Inquiring and 
designing) 

The student is able to: 
● describe a problem or question to be tested by a 

scientific investigation 
● outline and explain a testable hypothesis using 

correct scientific reasoning 
● describe how to manipulate the variables, and 

describe how sufficient, relevant data will be 
collected 

● design a logical, complete and safe method in 
which he or she selects appropriate materials and 
equipment. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion C 
(Processing and 
evaluating) 

The student is able to: 
● correctly collect, organize, transform and present 

data in numerical and/ or visual forms 
● accurately interpret data and describe results 

using correct scientific reasoning 
● discuss the validity of a hypothesis based on the 

outcome of a scientific investigation 
● discuss the validity of the method based on the 

outcome of a scientific investigation 
● describe improvements or extensions to the 

method that would benefit the scientific 
investigation. 

Maximum 8 
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Criterion D 
(Reflecting on 
the impacts of 
science) 

The student is able to: 
● describe the ways in which science is applied and 

used to address a specific problem or issue 
● discuss and analyse the implications of using 

science and its application to solve a specific 
problem or issue, interacting with a factor 

● consistently apply scientific language to 
communicate understanding clearly and precisely 
document sources completely. 

Maximum 8 
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YEAR 7 INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES (7 

HUMANITIES) 
 

RATIONALE 

In the Victorian Curriculum F–10, the Humanities includes Civics and Citizenship, Economics 
and Business, Geography and History. 
 
The Humanities provide a framework for students to examine the complex processes that 
have shaped the modern world and to investigate responses to different challenges including 
people’s interconnections with the environment. 
 
In Civics and Citizenship and Economics and Business, students explore the systems that 
shape society, with a specific focus on legal and economic systems. Students learn about 
Australia’s role in global systems, and are encouraged to appreciate democratic principles 
and to contribute as active, informed and responsible citizens. 
 
In History and Geography, students explore the processes that have shaped and which 
continue to shape different societies and cultures, to appreciate the common humanity 
shared across time and distance, and to evaluate the ways in which humans have faced and 
continue to face different challenges. 
 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 

The aims of MYP individuals and societies are to encourage and enable students to: 
 

 appreciate human and environmental commonalities and diversity 

 understand the interactions and interdependence of individuals, societies and the 
environment 

 understand how both environmental and human systems operate and evolve 

 identify and develop concern for the well-being of human communities and the 
natural environment 

 act as responsible citizens of local and global communities 

 develop inquiry skills that lead towards conceptual understandings of the 
relationships between individuals, societies and the environments in which they live.  



 

Santa Maria College Year 7 Curriculum Handbook 2020 33 

SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 

 

Subject Group - Humanities (Individuals and Societies) 

Unit Title Yr  Key Concept Related Concept Global Context Statement of Inquiry Related questions Assessment Criteria  

Water in the 
World 
 
Term 1 
 

7 Global 
interaction 

Sustainability Globalisation 
and 
sustainability 

Humans need to use 
natural resources more 
sustainably as our 
consumption patterns 
have a negative impact. 

Factual: 
 What is the water cycle? 
Conceptual: 
 How can we use water 

more sustainably? 
 Why should we change 

our water use? 
Debatable: 
 Do we have a 

responsibility to use 
water more sustainably? 

Geography 
Broadsheet on 
a water issue. 

A,B,D 

Business unit 
 
Term 2 
 

7 Systems Consumption 
Trade 

Globalisation 
and 
sustainability 
 

Different systems 
influence trade and 
consumption in 
markets across the 
globe. 
 

Factual: 
 What is trade? 
 What is ‘price 

mechanism’? 
Conceptual: 
 Which systems influence 

peoples’ consumption? 
Debatable: 
 Is it fair for governments 

to influence different 
markets or trade? 

 A,B,D 

Ancient Egypt 7 Time, place Power Identities and Beliefs, power Factual: Research A,B,C,D 
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Term 2 
 

and space Belief 
Interdependence 

relationships structures and identity 
are shaped by human 
interdependence on 
their environment. 

 What are the significant 
geographical features of 
Ancient Egypt? 

Conceptual: 
 How does the geography 

of Ancient Egypt influence 
the social hierarchy?  

 How did the beliefs of the 
afterlife shape the way 
the Ancient Egyptians 
live? 

Debatable: 
 The Pharaoh had 

complete power 

report 

Ancient China 
 
Term 3 
 

7 Systems Civilisation Orientation in 
time and space 
 

Examining ancient 
civilisations allows 
people to compare and 
contrast different 
cultures 

Factual: 
 What are the elements 

that make a society? 
Conceptual: 
 How do the beliefs and 

values of civilisations 
compare? 

Debatable: 
 Which ancient civilisation 

was more successful? 

Virtual 
museum 
exhibition 

A,B,C,D 

Digging Up 
Australia's Past- 
Indigenous 
Peoples 
 
Term 4 

7 Time, place 
and space 

Culture Personal and 
Cultural 
Expression 
 

The beliefs, rituals and 
ways of life of different 
cultures are connected 
to the place and time in 
which they develop.  

Factual: 
 What do Indigenous 

Australians believe?  
 What were the lives of 

Indigenous Australians 
like before colonisation? 

Conceptual: 

Short answer 
Test 

A,B,C 
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  How do Indigenous 
groups in Australia see 
the world? 

Debatable: 
 Can the creators of 

sources be trusted? 

 
 
*The units may not be taught in the order shown as above. In some cases, units may vary. 
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INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES (HUMANITIES) ASSESSMENT 

 
To get the highest level of achievement for the criteria, students need to be able to achieve 
the following level descriptor: 
  

Criterion Level descriptor (MYP Year 3) 
Achievement 

level 

Criterion A 
(Knowing and 
understanding) 

The student: 
● uses a range of terminology in context 
● demonstrates knowledge and understanding of 

subject-specific content and concepts, through 
descriptions, explanations and examples. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion B 
(Investigating) 

The student: 
● formulates/chooses a clear and focused research 

question and explains its relevance 
● formulates and follows an action plan to 

investigate a research question 
● uses methods to collect and record relevant 

information 
● evaluates the process and results of the 

investigation, with guidance. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion C 
(Communicating) 

The student: 
● communicates information and ideas in a way that 

is appropriate for the audience and purpose 
● structures information and ideas according to the 

task instructions 
● creates a reference list and cites sources of 

information. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion D 
(Thinking 
critically) 

The student: 
● analyses concepts, issues, models, visual 

representation and/or theories 
●  summarises information to make valid, well-

supported arguments 
● analyses a range of sources/data in terms of origin 

and purpose, recognising value and limitations 
● recognises different perspectives and explains 

their implications. 

Maximum 8 
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YEAR 7 LANGUAGE ACQUISITION (LOTE: 
ITALIAN AND JAPANESE) 
RATIONALE 

Students acquire communication skills in Italian and Japanese. They develop understanding 
about the role of language and culture in communication. Their reflections on language use 
and language learning are applied in other learning contexts. 
 
Learning languages broadens students’ horizons about the personal, social, cultural and 
employment opportunities that are available in an increasingly interconnected and 
interdependent world. The interdependence of countries and communities requires people 
to negotiate experiences and meanings across languages and cultures. A bilingual or 
plurilingual capability is the norm in most parts of the world. 
 
Learning languages: 

 contributes to the strengthening of the community’s social, economic and 
international development capabilities 

 extends literacy repertoires and the capacity to communicate; strengthens 
understanding of the nature of language, of culture, and of the processes of 
communication 

 develops intercultural capability, including understanding of and respect for diversity 
and difference, and an openness to different experiences and perspectives 

 develops understanding of how culture shapes and extends learners’ understanding 
of themselves, their own heritage, values, beliefs, culture and identity 

 strengthens intellectual, analytical and reflective capabilities, and enhances creative 
and critical thinking. 

 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 

The aims of the teaching and learning of MYP language acquisition (LOTE) are to: 
 

 gain proficiency in an additional language while supporting maintenance of their 
mother tongue and cultural heritage 

 develop a respect for, and understanding of, diverse linguistic and cultural heritages 

 develop the student’s communication skills necessary for further language learning, 
and for study, work and leisure in a range of authentic contexts and for a variety of 
audiences and purposes 

 enable the student to develop multiliteracy skills through the use of a range of 
learning tools, such as multimedia, in the various modes of communication 

 enable the student to develop an appreciation of a variety of literary and non-literary 
texts and to develop critical and creative techniques for comprehension and 
construction of meaning 
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 enable the student to recognize and use language as a vehicle of thought, reflection, 
self-expression and learning in other subjects, and as a tool for enhancing literacy 

 enable the student to understand the nature of language and the process of language 
learning, which comprises the integration of linguistic, cultural and social components 

 offer insight into the cultural characteristics of the communities where the language 
is spoken 

 encourage an awareness and understanding of the perspectives of people from own 
and other cultures, leading to involvement and action in own and other communities 

 foster curiosity, inquiry and a lifelong interest in, and enjoyment of, language 
learning.  
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 

 

Subject Group - LOTE 

Unit Title Yr Key Concept Related Concept 
Global 
Context 

Statement of 
Inquiry 

Related questions Assessment Criteria 

ITALIAN 

Buongiorno 
 
Term 1 

7 Communication Message Identities 
and 
relationships 

Messages can be 
communicated in 
spoken and 
written forms. 

Factual:  
 How many letters are in the 

Italian alphabet?  
 How are these letters 

pronounced?  
 What is the appropriate way to 

introduce yourself in Italian? 
Conceptual:  
 How do we know which 

register to use? 
Debatable:  
 Is the Italian language 

changing because of the 
English language? 

Comprehending 
spoken and 
visual text  

A 

Mi piace la 
scuola - I like 
school  
 
Term 2 

7 
Culture 

Patterns, 
Function 

Personal 
and cultural 
expression 

Language plays an 
important 
function in 
describing who 
you are and needs 
to be used in 

Factual: 
 What vocabulary is needed to 

describe people? 
 Which words describe one's 

nationality? 
Conceptual:  

Comprehending 
written and 
visual text 
 

Writing 

B 
 
 
 
 
C,D 
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culturally 
appropriate 
contexts. 

 What is the purpose of gender 
of nouns in the Italian 
language? 

Debatable:  
 Does gender of nouns exist in 

other languages? 

Ecco la mia 
famiglia e ecco 
i miei amici - 
Family  
 
Terms 2 and 3 

7 Connections 
 

Conventions, 
Patterns, 
Functions 

Identities 
and 
relationships 

Relationships 
influence the way 
people address 
each other and 
communicate 
with each other. 

Factual: 
 What is the vocabulary needed 

to identify family members in 
Italian? 

Conceptual: 
 How are patterns formed 

when labelling familial nouns?  
Debatable: 
 Are there any common 

patterns between the Italian 
and English languages in 
regards to family vocabulary? 

Speaking 
 
Comprehending 
spoken and 
visual text 

C,D 
 
A 

Ti piacciono gli 
animali? 
 
Terms 3 and 4 

7 Creativity 
 

Structure, 
Purpose, 
Audience 

Personal 
and cultural 
expression 

Animals serve a 
purpose in our 
lives and are used 
in many different 
areas of everyday 
life.  

Factual: 
 What words do we need to 

identify animals and describe 
them? 

Conceptual: 
 How do animals contribute to 

everyday society? 
Debatable: 
 Do humans always interact 

well with animals? 

Comprehending 
written and 
visual text 

B 
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JAPANESE 

The Secret 
World of 
Japanese 
Writing (Deluxe 
U1)  
 
Term 1 

7 
Creativity 

 

Form, Function Personal 
and cultural 
expression 

Writing systems 
have been 
created in unique 
ways.  

Factual: 
 What are the differences 

between Hiragana, Katakana 
and Kanji and how are they 
used? 

Conceptual: 
 How did I learn to write and 

how can I use the strategies to 
learn to read and write in 
Japanese? 

Debatable: 
 Could learning a character-

based language enhance or 
detract to the skills and 
knowledge of our mother 
tongue language? 

Comprehending 
written and 
visual text 

B 

Becoming 
friends (Deluxe 
2,3)  
 
Term 2 

7 Communication 
 

Context, 
Accent, 
Audience 

Personal 
and cultural 
expression 

Language and 
expressions play 
an important role 
in communicating 
who you are and 
asking about who 
others are in 
order to form a 
meaningful 
relationship. 

Factual: 
 How can I introduce myself in 

Japanese?  
Conceptual: 
 How do we show our respect 

or gratitude when greeting 
someone?  

Debatable: 
 Could I offend anyone if I do or 

don’t certain things? 

Comprehending 
spoken and 
visual text 
 
Speaking 

A 
 
 
 
C,D 
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Family (Deluxe 
4-5)  
 
Term 3 

7 
Culture 

 

Conventions, 
Message, 
Patterns,  

Identities 
and 
relationships 

Culture influences 
who we are, how 
we relate to each 
other and how we 
act, and language 
patterns help us 
to express these.  

Factual: 
 How can I talk about my family 

and pets and our preferences 
in Japanese?  

Conceptual: 
 What language patterns help 

me to deliver my messages 
about my family? 

Debatable: 
 Are traditional or modern 

families more 
effective/nurturing?  

Comprehending 
written and 
visual text 
 
Writing 

B 
 
 

C,D 

Food around 
the world 
(Deluxe 6)  
 
Term 4 

7 
Connections 

 

Accent, 
Structure, 
Message 

Personal 
and cultural 
expression 

We proudly share 
and talk about the 
food that we 
create as a means 
to connect people 
together from 
various cultural 
backgrounds. 

Factual: 
 How do we talk about what we 

eat and drink and express likes 
and dislikes in Japanese? 

Conceptual: 
 How do we share with others 

our appreciation and 
connections to our culture 
through food and actions? 

Debatable: 
 Does bringing another nation's 

cuisine into your own country 
take away from another 
culture's message, connections 
beliefs and values? 

Comprehending 
spoken and 
visual text 

A 

 
*The units may not be taught in the order shown as above. In some cases, units may vary. 
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LANGUAGE ACQUISITION (LOTE) ASSESSMENT 

 
At the end of the emergent level, students should have been exposed to a wide variety of 
simple authentic spoken multimodal texts. To get the highest level of achievement for the 
criteria, students need to be able to achieve the following level descriptors: 
 

Criterion Level Description (Emergent) 
Achievement 

level 

Criterion A 
(Listening) 

The student: 
● identifies explicit and implicit information (facts 

and/or opinions, and supporting details) 
● analyses conventions 
● analyses connections. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion B 
(Reading) 

The student: 
● identifies explicit and implicit information (facts 

and/or opinions, and supporting details) 
● analyses conventions 
● analyses connections. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion C 
(Speaking) 

The student: 
● uses a wide range of vocabulary 
● uses a wide range of grammatical structures 

generally accurately 
● uses clear pronunciation and intonation in 

comprehensible manner 
● communicates all or almost all the required 

information clearly and effectively. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion D 
(Writing) 

The student: 
● uses a wide range of vocabulary 
● uses a wide range of grammatical structures 

generally accurately 
● organises information effectively and coherently in 

an appropriate format using a wide range of 
simple and some complex cohesive devices 

● communicates all or almost all the required 
information with a clear sense of audience and 
purpose to suit the context. 

Maximum 8 
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YEAR 7 PHYSICAL AND HEALTH 
EDUCATION 
RATIONALE 

Physical and Health Education focuses on students enhancing their own and others’ health 
and wellbeing, safety and physical activity. Research in fields such as sociology, physiology, 
nutrition, biomechanics and psychology informs what we understand about healthy, safe and 
active choices. Health and Physical Education offers students an experiential curriculum that 
is contemporary, relevant, challenging, enjoyable and physically active. 
 
In Physical and Health Education, students develop the knowledge, understanding and skills 
to strengthen their sense of self, and build and manage satisfying relationships. The 
curriculum helps them to be resilient, and to make decisions and take actions to promote 
their health, safety and physical activity participation. As students mature, they develop and 
use critical inquiry skills to research and analyse the knowledge and skills which influence 
their own and others’ health, wellbeing and safety. They also learn to use resources for the 
benefit of themselves and for the communities with which they identify and to which they 
belong. 
 
Integral to Physical and Health Education is the acquisition of movement skills, concepts and 
strategies to enable students to confidently, competently and creatively participate in a range 
of physical activities. As a foundation for lifelong physical activity participation and enhanced 
performance, students develop proficiency in movement skills, physical activities and 
movement concepts and acquire an understanding of the science behind how the body 
moves. In doing so, they develop an appreciation of the significance of physical activity, 
outdoor recreation and sport both in Australian society and globally.  
 
Movement is a powerful medium for learning, through which students can acquire, practise 
and refine personal, behavioural, social and cognitive skills. The Health and Physical 
Education curriculum addresses how contextual factors influence the health, wellbeing, 
safety and physical activity patterns of individuals, groups and communities. It provides 
opportunities for students to develop skills, self-efficacy and dispositions to advocate for, and 
positively influence, their own and others’ health and wellbeing. 
 
Healthy, active living includes promoting physical fitness, healthy body weight, psychological 
wellbeing, cognitive capabilities and learning. A healthy, active population improves 
productivity and personal satisfaction, promotes pro-social behaviour and reduces the 
occurrence of chronic disease. Health and Physical Education teaches students how to 
enhance their health and wellbeing and contributes to building healthy, safe and active 
communities. 
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AIMS OF THE COURSE 

The aims of MYP physical and health education are to encourage and enable students to: 
 

● use inquiry to explore physical and health education concepts 
● participate effectively in a variety of contexts 
● understand the value of physical activity 
● achieve and maintain a healthy lifestyle 
● collaborate and communicate effectively 
● build positive relationships and demonstrate social responsibility 
● reflect on their learning experiences 
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 

 

Subject Group – Health and Physical Education 

Unit Title Yr Key Concept 
Related 
Concept 

Global Context Statement of Inquiry Guiding questions Assessment Criteria 

Dimensions of 
Health & well-
being  
 

Term 1 

7 Relationships Balance 
Interaction 

Identities and 
relationships 
 

The dimensions of 
health interact 
together to provide 
optimal health and 
wellbeing. 

Factual: 
 What are the dimensions of 

health? 
 How can I improve my 

physical, social and emotional 
health? 

 What responsibility do I have 
for my own health? 

 How does the school assist in 
improving my health? 

Conceptual: 
 Why is maintaining personal 

health an important part of my 
identity? 

Debatable: 
 Do I have the most 

responsibility for caring for my 
own health? 

Research 
Task 

A 

Athletics 
 
Term 1 

7 Change Refinement 
Adaptation 
  
  

Scientific and 
technical 
innovation  
 

Refinement and 
adaptation through 
new technology and 
innovation will lead 
to improved 

Factual: 
 What skills do I need to be 

able to perform track and 
field? 

 What are the guidelines of the 

Comment on 
skill level 
and 
participation 

Formative 
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outcomes in 
performance. 

track and field events? 
 How do team members 

communicate in a relay? 
Conceptual: 
 How can get more speed in a 

100 metre sprint? 
 How can we encourage team 

members to try new events 
that they are unfamiliar with? 

 What type of feedback works 
best for different people? 

Debatable: 
 What is the best way of 

communicating and providing 
feedback for our team? 

 How can we ensure all 
classmates have a try at 
different events? 

Nutrition 
 
Term 2 

7 Relationships Environment 
Choice 

Identities and 
relationships 
 

Relationships with 
our cultural 
environment can 
influence our lifestyle 
choices and impact 
our health and 
wellbeing 

Factual: 
 What are nutrients? 
 What role do nutrients play in 

our body? 
 What are some cultural dishes 

I know? 
Conceptual: 
 How are my identity and my 

diet connected? 
Debatable: 
 Is culture the biggest influence 

on our food choices? 

Research 
Task 

A 
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Soccer 
 
Term 2 

7 Communication Space 
Systems 

Identities and 
relationships 
 

System Information 
assists in the creation 
of space and 
improves 
performance 

Factual: 
 What skills do I need to play 

soccer? 
 What are the rules of soccer? 
 What are the roles of each 

position in soccer? 
Conceptual: 
 Can playing sports such as 

netball or basketball assist 
with learning soccer? 

 How can we encourage team 
members to try new positions 
in our team? 

 How can I encourage team 
members to try new positions 
in our team? 

Debatable: 
 If I am good at one team sport, 

will I be good at all team 
sports? 

 Can you learn how to create 
space or are you born with this 
ability? 

Performance C 

Rhythmic 
Gymnastics 
 
Terms 2 and 3 

7 Communication Balance 
Space 

Personal and 
cultural 
expression 
 

Communication 
within groups, and 
using the elements of 
balance and space 
can create an artistic 
and creative routine 

Factual: 
 What are the elements of 

Rhythmic Gymnastics? 
 How is Rhythmic Gymnastics 

different from other forms of 
gymnastics? 

 Are there specific parts that 
must be included in a 

Design a 
routine 
Reflect and 
evaluate 
performance 
of the 
routine 

B,D 
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Rhythmic Gymnastics routine? 
Conceptual: 
 Are there important skills in 

gymnastics that everyone 
should learn for performance? 

 How do we include everyone 
in our group during a 
performance? 

Debatable: 
 Are we all creative? 

Healthy 
Behaviours  
 
Terms 3 and 4 

7 Communication Environments 
Systems 

Identities and 
Relationships 

A safe and healthy 
environment requires 
the communication 
of knowledge and the 
development of 
government systems 
and policies in order 
to improve 
population health 
and wellbeing 

Factual: 
 What are the consequences of 

unhealthy behaviours? 
 What is health promotion? 
Conceptual: 
 What do healthy behaviours 

look like? 
 Who is responsible for our 

health and wellbeing? 
Debatable: 
 Do People have the right to 

choose any lifestyle 
behaviours they wish? 

 Should we spend more money 
on health promotion? 

Assignment A 

Netball 
 
Terms 3 and 4 
 

7 Relationships Interaction 
Function 

Identities and 
relationships 
 

Peer feedback and 
observing the 
interaction and 
function of team 
players in a game can 
lead to improvement 

Factual: 
 What skills do I need to play 

netball? 
 What are the roles of each 

position in netball? 
 What are the rules? 

Design a set 
play and 
evaluation of 
set play. 
Performance 

B,C,D 
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in skill and 
performance 

 How can team members 
communicate? 

Conceptual: 
 How can we create space in a 

game of netball? 
 How can we encourage team 

members to try new positions 
in our team? 

 What type of feedback works 
best for different people? 

Debatable: 
 What is the best way of 

communicating and providing 
feedback for our team? 

 How can we ensure all team 
members play a number of 
positions? 

Softball  
 
Term 4 

7 Communication Functions 
Systems 

Personal and 
cultural 
expression 
 

Communication can 
assist a team to work 
together to promote 
positive outcomes 

Factual: 
 What are the responsibilities 

of each position in a softball 
team? 

 What are the rules of softball? 
 Can I communicate with 

people on bases during a 
game? 

Conceptual: 
 Does approach to coaching 

change when a team is batting 
or fielding? 

Debatable: 
 Are some positions more 

Observation 
of skill and 
participation 

Non-
assessed 
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important than others in a 
softball team? 

*The units may not be taught in the order shown as above. In some cases, units may vary. 
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ASSESSMENT IN HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
To get the highest level of achievement for the criteria, students need to be able to achieve 
the following level descriptors: 
  

Criterion Level descriptor (MYP Year 3) 
Achievement 

level 

Criterion A 
(Knowing and 
understanding) 

The student: 
● describes physical health education factual, 

procedural and conceptual knowledge 
● applies physical and health education knowledge 

to explain issues and solve problems set in familiar 
and unfamiliar situations 

● applies physical and health terminology 
consistently and effectively to communicate 
understanding. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion B 
(Planning for 
performance) 

The student: 
● designs and explains a plan for improving physical 

performance and health  
● explains the effectiveness of a plan based on the 

outcome. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion C 
(Applying and 
performing) 

The student: 
● demonstrates and applies a range of skills and 

techniques 
● demonstrates and applies a range of strategies and 

movement concepts 
● outlines and applies information to perform 

effectively. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion D 
(Reflecting and 
improving 
performance) 

The student: 
● describes and demonstrates strategies to enhance 

interpersonal skills 
● outlines goals and applies strategies to enhance 

performance 
● explains and evaluates performance 

Maximum 8 
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YEAR 7 ARTS (ART, MUSIC, DRAMA, DANCE, 
MEDIA AND VISUAL COMMUNICATION) 
RATIONALE 

In the Victorian Curriculum F–10, the Arts includes Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music, Visual 
Arts and Visual Communication Design. 
 
The Arts enable students to develop their creative and expressive capacities by learning 
about the different practices, disciplines and traditions that have shaped the expression of 
culture locally, nationally and globally. Students are both artist and audience in the Arts. They 
make and respond and learn to appreciate the specific ways this occurs in different 
disciplines. 
 
The Arts present ideas that are dynamic and rich in tradition. Through engaging in The Arts 
students are entertained, challenged and provoked to respond to questions and assumptions 
about individual and community identity, taking into account different histories and cultures.  
 
The Arts contributes to the development of confident and creative individuals and enriches 
Australian society. Students express, represent and communicate ideas in contemporary, 
traditional and emerging arts forms. In Dance, Drama and Music students explore the 
performing arts whilst in Media Arts, Visual Arts and Visual Communication Design students 
explore the world of visual representation and expression. 
 
The significant contributions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to Australia’s 
arts heritage and contemporary arts practices are explored across the Arts, and students are 
encouraged to respect and value these unique and evolving traditions. 
 

AIMS OF THE COURSE 

The aims of MYP arts are to encourage and enable students to: 
● create and present art 
● develop skills specific to the discipline 
● engage in a process of creative exploration and (self-)discovery 
● make purposeful connections between investigation and practice 
● understand the relationship between art and its contexts 
● respond to and reflect on art 
● deepen their understanding of the world. 
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SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 

 

Subject Group - Arts 

Unit Title Yr Key Concept 
Related 
Concept 

Global 
Context 

Statement of 
Inquiry 

Guiding questions Assessment Criteria 

Art 
 
The Elements of 
Art  
 
(Week 1 - Week 
18) 

7 Aesthetics Composition Personal and 
cultural 
expression 

Through the 
organisation of 
elements we 
communicate 
what is beautiful  

Factual: 
 What are the elements of art? 
Conceptual: 
 How can we organise the 

elements of art into a cohesive 
work of art? 

Debatable: 
 Is it important to understand the 

elements of art to create 
successful artworks? 

Process 
journal  
Artwork 

A,B,C 
 

Dance 
 
Intro to Dance – 
history, 
technique & 
performance 
 
(Week 11 - 
Week 20) 

7 Communication Presentation Orientation 
in space and 
time 

We communicate 
in different ways 
to assist an 
audience's 
understanding of 
different styles 
and eras. 

Factual: 
 What are the basic movement 

categories of Dance? (GLEFTS)  
Conceptual: 
 How can we apply the movement 

categories into our 
choreography, to reflect different 
eras in dance? 

Debatable: 
 Why do people dance? 

Process 
journal 
Performance 

B,C 

Drama 
 

7 Communication Expression 
Interpretation 

Identities 
and 

Artistic expression 
of mood, 

Factual: 
 What are the elements of drama 

Performance B,D 
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Drama: How Can 
I Be a Dramatic 
Storyteller?  
 
(Week 1 - Week 
10) 

relationships enhances the 
communication of 
drama. 

used to create dramatic tension? 
Conceptual: 
 How can we create dramatic 

stories and characters through 
the use of the elements of drama 
(specifically for Horror)? 

Debatable: 
 What makes a dramatic 

storyteller? 

Music 
 
Music Elements 
and Sounds  
 
(Week 1 - Week 
10) 

7 Aesthetics Genre 
Role 

Personal and 
cultural 
expression 

Genre can be 
determined by 
analysing the roles 
and aesthetics 
within a 
composition. 

Factual: 
 What are the elements in Music? 
Conceptual: 
 How does sound colour our 

world? 
Debatable: 
 When composing a piece of 

music, are the elements of music 
more important than personal 
taste? 

Research & 
Analysis 

A,B,C 

Music 
 
Rhythm 
 
(Week 11 - 
Week 20) 

7 Aesthetics Presentation 
Structure 
Composition 

Personal and 
cultural 
expression 

The structure of a 
composition can 
be crafted in a 
way that is 
aesthetically 
pleasing. 

Factual: 
 What is Rhythm? 
Conceptual: 
 How can we make music 

together? 
Debatable: 
 Is rhythm the most important 

element of music? 

Composition 
Performance 

A,C 
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Media & Visual 
Communication 
 
Representation 
and The Urban 
Environment 
 
(Week 10 - 
Week 17) 

7 Aesthetics Representation 
Expression 

Scientific and 
technical 
innovation 

Digital 
technologies can 
be used to 
represent places. 

Factual: 
 What four codes and 

conventions do photographers 
use/consider when constructing 
their images? 

Conceptual: 
 Where do artists find inspiration? 
Debatable: 
 Does good photography need to 

be clear? 

Process 
journal 
Artwork 

B,D 

Media & Visual 
Communication 
 
Design Identity 
 
(Week 1 - Week 
9) 

7 Identity Representation Personal and 
cultural 
expression 

Identity can be 
represented 
through visual 
creations. 

Factual: 
 What are the design elements? 
Conceptual: 
 How are the elements of design 

used to represent identity? 
Debatable: 
 Does good design need to be 

simple? 

Process 
journal 
Design 

A,C 
 

 
 
*The units may not be taught in the order shown as above. In some cases, units may vary.   
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ARTS ASSESSMENT 

 
To get the highest level of achievement for the criteria, you need to be able to achieve the 
following level descriptor. 
  

Criterion Level descriptor (MYP Year 3) 
Achievement 

level 

Criterion A 
(Knowing and 
understanding) 

The student: 
● demonstrates knowledge of the art form studied, 

including concepts, processes, and the use of 
appropriate language 

● demonstrates knowledge of the role of the art 
form in original or displaced contexts 

● uses acquired knowledge to inform their artwork. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion B 
(Developing 
skills) 

The student: 
● demonstrates the acquisition and development of 

the skills and techniques of the art form studied 
● demonstrates the application of skills and 

techniques to create, perform and/or present art. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion C 
(Thinking 
creatively) 

The student: 
● outlines a clear and feasible artistic intention 
● outlines alternatives, perspectives, and imaginative 

solutions 
● demonstrates the exploration of ideas through the 

developmental process to a point of realisation. 

Maximum 8 

Criterion D 
(Responding) 

The student: 
● outlines connections and transfers learning to new 

settings 
● creates an artistic response inspired by the world 

around them 
● evaluates the artwork of self and others. 

Maximum 8 

 


