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Reforming Global 
Health Law to 
Ensure Human 
Rights in Global 

Health



Advancing Global Health 
Governance – 
Implementing Human Rights 
through Global Governance

Violating Human Rights 
– Human Rights Limitations 
in the COVID-19 Response 

Reforming Global Health 
Law
 - IHR Amendments
 - Pandemic Agreement
 - Strengthening WHO

Global Health Governance Human Rights Global Health Law



• Health & Human 
Rights Movement
– Human Rights 

Declaration
– Human Rights 

Evolution
– Human Rights 

Frame Policy
• Global Governance 

Implements Rights-
Based Policy

Human Rights in Global Health
GLOBAL HEALTH GOVERNANCE Human Rights Global Health Law

International 
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Global 
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Existential Threats
Populist 
Nationalism

• Rejecting Public 
Health Science

• Violating 
Fundamental 
Rights

• Undermining 
Global      
Solidarity

Cataclysmic 
Pandemic

• Unprecedented 
Health Threat

• Widespread 
Inequities

• Limitations of 
Global Health 
Governance

Global Health Governance HUMAN RIGHTS Global Health Law



Human Rights Limitations 
in COVID-19 Response

Outbreak 
Notification Violative Nationalist Responses 

December  January                   February                     March                   April

Global 
Solidarity?

• Weaknesses of Right to Health 
and Social & Economic Rights

• Limitations of Civil & Political 
Rights to Promote Public 
Health

• Obligations of International 
Assistance & Cooperation

Global Health Governance HUMAN RIGHTS Global Health Law



Reforming Global Health Law
New Legal Authorities 
under WHO Governance
•Amending IHR
•Developing 

Pandemic 
Agreement
• Strengthening 

Human Rights in 
Global Health

Global Health Governance Human Rights GLOBAL HEALTH LAW



Human Rights 
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Health 
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WHO Reforms
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A Rising 
Imperative for 
Human Rights 

in Global 
Health Law

Sofia 
Gruskin
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Law!
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