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Global health law describes the legal institutions that
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structure global health. In a globalizing world,
connecting societies in shared vulnerability and

4 4 highlighting the limitations of domestic law, global health
law offers the promise and opportunity of bridging
national boundaries through public international law to
alleviate health inequities around the world. The Global

Health Law Consortium brings together academics in the
field to:

1. develop the academic field of global health law and

mentor emerging scholars in the field;
2. provide authoritative interpretations of legal
instruments in global health; and

3. facilitate global health law research projects that draw on collaborative scholarship.
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A critical juncture for human rights in global
health: Strengthening human rights through
global health law reforms
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The 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) (Fig 1), establishing a human
rights foundation under the United Nations (UN), has become a cornerstone of global health,
central to public health policies throughout the world. As the world commemorates the 75th
anniversary of the UDHR on 10 December, this “Human Rights Day” celebration arrives ata

critical juncture for human righs in global health, raising an imperative for World Health
Organization (WHO) reforms (Eig 2) to strengthen the right to health and health-related
human rights.
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Lessons from the COVID -19 Response

Human rights are c
health, yet human rights

in the COVID-19 response have high-
lighted both the intrinsic and instru-
mental importance of strengthening
human rights in global health law.
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This s a pivotal
e i e
response Lo pandemic threats,
with crucial global health lay
reforms being undertaken simul.
tancously in the coming years
the revision of the International
Health Regulations, the imple-

tional Health Regulations (ITIR), the
implementation of a Legal Prepared-
ness Action Package under the Global
Health Security Agenda (GHSA), and
the negotiation of a ne
Treaty. Taken together, th
could enable the world to better
prevent, prepare for, and respond
to future pandemics, but it will be
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and the negotiation ofa new Pan.
demic Treaty. Rather than looking
al these reforms in isolation, it
will be necessary to examine how
they fittogether, considering:how
these reforms can complement

each other to support pandemic
prevention, preparedness, and
response; what financing mecha-
nisms are necessary to ensure
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and w norms of equity
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must underpin this new global
health syste

The COVID-19 pandemic has been

tions across the global health law
landscape.

Limitations of Global Health Law
in the COVID-19 Response

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic
has exposed fundamental gaps in
global health law and governance.
Revealing weaknesses in the founda

tions of pandemic
paredness, and resp

have proven ineffective in shaping
national responses to public health

emergencies, with governments over.
Tooking public health cvidence, and
undermining international health
cooperation. The World Health Orga-
nization (WHO), which oversces ITTR
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