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• International Health 
Law Rises to 
Address Globalized 
Threats

• Birth of WHO
• International Health 

Regulations (IHR)
• SARS as a Novel 

Threat to Global 
Health Law

Global Health Law



International Health 
Regulations – Establishing 
Global Health Law

IHR in the COVID-19 
Response – Limitations 
Highlight Weaknesses

Reforming Global Health 
Law
 - IHR Amendments
 - Pandemic Treaty
 - GHSA Legal Preparedness

IHR COVID-19 Reforms



International Health Regulations (2005)

The Legal Landscape
– PHEIC
• State Notification
• WHO Declaration

– Build National 
Capacity
• National Core 

Capacities
• International 

Collaboration

IHR COVID-19 Reforms



IHR Limitations in 
COVID-19 Response

China 
Notification

WHO PHEIC

Violative Nationalist Responses 

IHR COVID-19 Reforms

December  January                   February                     March                   April

Global 
Solidarity?



Revisiting Global Health Law

IHR COVID-19 REFORMS

–Fundamental Revisions 
Underway
• Amend IHR
• Develop Pandemic Treaty
• Launch GHSA Legal 

Preparedness Action 
Package



A Rising Imperative 
to Reform 

Global Health Law
Lawrence O. Gostin
IHR Amendments

Matiangai Sirleaf
Pandemic Treaty

Benjamin Mason Meier
GHSA Legal Preparedness


