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GLOBAL HEALTH LAW CONSORTIUM

The Global Health Law Consortium (GHLC) is a collaborative interdisciplinary research initiative focused on
advancing global health law.

Global health law describes the legal institutions that
structure global health. In a globalizing world,
connecting societies in shared vulnerability and
highlighting the limitations of domestic law, global health
law offers the promise and opportunity of bridging
national boundaries through public international law to
alleviate health inequities around the world. The Global
Health Law Consortium brings together academics in the
field to:

1. develop the academic field of global health law and
mentor emerging scholars in the field;

2. provide authoritative interpretations of legal

instruments in global health; and

3. facilitate global health law research projects that draw on collaborative scholarship.
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Associate Professor of Global Health
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will feature timely analyses and
erspectives on law, policy and justice
in global health.

Global health law describes the legal

based on the best available evidence,
can promote healthy behaviors, regu”
late hazardous activities, and ensure
sacially responsible corporate mar-
Keting and products. These regula-
tory frameworks operate in virtu-
ally every realm of health, including
infectious wid noiconcable
diss tal health, injuries, and
Uhe saikiy and effeciventss of vac-
cines, phanmaceuticals, and medi-
cal products. Law can help strueture
universally affordable, accessible,
and equitable health systems that
promote universal healih coverage.
Beyond discrete attention to health
sk, the rule of law and good gover-
nance are erucial for ensuring health
and well-being

Where gloal health hs come 1o
frame cfforts Lo advance public health
across countries, law has hecome cru-
clal 1o addressing the global health
threats that have arisen in a rapidly
globalizing world. Globalization has
unleashed the spread of disease, con-
nected societies in shared vulnerabil-
ity, and highlighted the limitations
of domestic law in ensuring global
determinants of health. Tn this nler-
connected world, 1o country acting
alone can stem health hazards that g0
beyond national brders. Ye if glo-
balization has presented challenges
1o disease prevention and health pro-
notion, global health law offers the
promise of bridging national bound-
aries Lo advance global norms and
allesiate health inequities.

Arising out of international health
law — which has long structured

multilateral cooperation to respond
to infectious disease threats — global
health law sccks to structure the con-
temporary gavernance architccture
for global health. In responding to
health harms throughout the world,
global health law has “evolveld]
heyond ils traditional confines of for-
1nal sources and subjects of interna-
tional law® to advance global health
with justice.! This focus on global
health has necessitated action beyond
the reach of nalional governments,
requiring both state and non-stat
actors to come together to respond
10 globalized health threats. Global
health law seeks to frame this new
governance 1o respond to the major
health challenges of the twenty-first
century,

The field of global health law has
thus become a basis to conceptualize
the legal institutions that apply to the
changing public health threats, non-
state actors, and regulatory norms
that structure global health. Beyond
the traditional purview of interna-
tional health law, global health law
describes cvolving legal efforts to

address

+ New health threats — including
non-communicable disease,
injuries, mental health, dangerous
products, and other globalized
health threats,

« New health actors — including
transnational corporations, private
philanthropists, civil soclety, and
other non-state acors, and

+ New health norms — including
“Soft law instruments, global strat-
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