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The World Health Organization

The enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of health is one of the fundamental 
rights of every human being

Health is a state of complete physical, 
mental and social well-being and not merely 
the absence of disease or infirmity.

Governments have a responsibility for the 
health of their peoples which can be fulfilled 
only by the provision of adequate health and 
social measures.



What is Global Health?
• Global Health is Public 

Health
• Public Health Policy

Vertical 
vs. 

Horizontal 
Interventions

“Global health is still often perceived as 
international aid, technologies, and 
interventions flowing from the wealthier 
countries of the global north to the poorer 
countries of the global south”

“the way in which we understand 
global health critically shapes not only 
which and whose problems we tackle, 
but also the way in which we raise and 
allocate funds, communicate with the 
public and policy makers, educate 
students, and design the global 
institutions that govern our collective 
efforts to protect and promote public 
health worldwide.” 



What is Global Health Policy?

• Not Comparative Policy • Not International Policy

consideration of the health needs of the people of the whole 
planet above the concerns of particular nations 



Frameworks of

Global Health Governance

Institutions = Architecture + Norms



Global Health Policy Architecture

From the World 
Health 

Organization to 
the World

Organizations                  Prominence, but . . . 

“the absence of a global 
government—not only now 
but for the foreseeable 
future—the construction of a 
global society emerges as a 
feasible alternative to 
harness interdependence in a 
world polity where sovereign 
nation states coexist with 
expansive social networks 
transcending national 
boundaries.” 



“Narrower mandates 
characterize the new 
initiatives – indeed, the 
narrow (or more vertical) 
mandates were arguably the 
catalysts for their creation.” 



• International Health 
Law Rises to 
Address Globalized 
Disease

• Birth of WHO
• International Health 

Regulations (IHR)
• SARS as a Novel 

Threat to Global 
Health Governance

Global Health Governance



International Health 
Regulations –
Establishing Global Health 
Governance for Infectious 
Disease

IHR in the COVID-19 
Response – Limitations 
Highlight Weaknesses

Reforming WHO –
Developing New 
Governance for Future 
Threats

IHR COVID-19 Reforms



International Health Regulations (2005)

The Legal Landscape
– PHEIC
• State Notification
• WHO Declaration

– Build National 
Capacity
• Health & Human 

Rights
• International 

Collaboration

IHR COVID-19 Reforms



IHR Limitations in 
COVID-19 Response

China 
Notification

WHO PHEIC

Violative Nationalist Responses 

IHR COVID-19 Reforms

December January February March April

Global 
Solidarity?



Revisiting WHO Authority
IHR COVID-19 REFORMS

– Fundamental Revisions
• Mandatory Reporting
• PHEIC Deliberations
• Monitoring States
• Global Funding

–New Policies
• Revise IHR
• Develop Framework 

Convention
• Establish WHO Standing 

Recommendations

• A Diminished United 
States



Revisiting Global Health 
Governance

IHR COVID-19 REFORMS

• A Diminished 
United States
• A Fractured 

Global Health 
Ecosystem
• A Changing 

WHO
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