
The “Round House” is an iconic structure, a brilliant example of the work of famed 
architects Jack West and Elizabeth Boylston Waters, names synonymous with 
mid-century modern design. Built in 1960 as a residence and teaching studio for 
painters Dorothy and Hilton Leech, the cylindrical structure incorporates the distinctive 
elements of the architectural style, with clean lines, lack of ornamentation, large 
windows, interior design based in functionality, and an open floor plan. 
As time went on, the Round House would house an architectural firm and then 
become a private residence. In 2010, the unique structure’s owners decided to do a 
complete renovation of its interior. Respecting the design’s intent and significance, 
they ensured the renovation stayed true to the building’s roots, and the integrity of the 
structure was maintained.
More recently, the home was sold to another couple. And while they, too, wanted 
to preserve its legacy, their desire to grow their family in the 60-foot diameter round 
building created a challenge. 

T H E PRO C E S S

The new owners’ search for an architect did not take the traditional route, as they 
were steered by the sellers to Tatiana White, AIA, now with Sweet Sparkman 
Architecture and Interiors, who had done the previous interior renovation. Her efforts 
had brought renewed attention to the building, ultimately garnering a designation as 
one of Sarasota’s 10 Most Beautiful Homes by Sarasota Magazine. 
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It was clear from the 
beginning that they 
were aware of the 
significance of the 
building...” 

—  Tatiana White, AIA

 
 

“It was clear from the beginning that they were aware of the significance of 
the building,” White said, “and wanted us to respect it while enhancing it and 
adding value.” She noted that this was a key factor in the process, as it took into 
consideration not only the owners’ personal needs but also the preservation of an 
architectural and cultural landmark. This dual intent led to the mutual decision to not 
touch the building itself, instead creating a new addition. 
“While adding to an iconic building with such an unconventional geometry created a 
challenge,” she explained, “it also created a unique opportunity to merge the new and the 
existing cohesively without compromising the fundamentals of mid-century modern style.”

R E S U LT

Under construction at this writing, the new extension is a contemporary modest addition 
that will serve as a backdrop for the original heritage dwelling. 

As the owners wanted to incorporate as much of the Florida landscape experience 
into their lifestyle as possible, White said, “the addition’s design introduced a series of 
all-glass hallways and breezeways to connect the different areas of the property.” The 
floor-to-ceiling glass panels and sliding glass doors blur the boundaries between inside 
and out, she added, a hallmark of mid-century modernism.  
“The rectangular/orthogonal volume of the addition produces a sharp contrast with the 
irregularly shaped home,” White explained, “but the flat horizontal planes and crisp geometric 
whiteness of the structure loudly echo the mid-century architecture minimalist aesthetic.”
A key design consideration was the necessity to create a sense of privacy while allowing 
for outward views, she added. Thus, “the carport/cabana and the guest house will form a 
one-story compound organized around a courtyard/pool area. A privacy wall surrounds 
the property, allowing nature to creep right into the space without overshadowing the 
rest of the design.”
Inside the addition, space planning evolved from the concept of creating modest and 
functional spaces, where the existing structure is more public and accommodates the 
living room, dining room, kitchen, and loft/den, while the rear extension houses the 
private areas – a master bedroom and nursery. 
Being constructed with like materials, such as glass, steel, and stucco, the new building 
was designed to represent a contemporary take on mid-century modernism. 
As White explained: “It’s the same language, just expressed a different way.”


