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The Year’s Overview 
From the President 

While I think everyone will agree that 2020 was a year that all of us 

would like to forget, I always look for the positive, as I have always 

been a glass half-full optimist. When organizations and individuals face 

insurmountable challenges, the true champions rise up and step 

forward. The individuals and groups that make CAAHEP such an 

amazing organization have done just that. Time and time again this 

past year I have witnessed the relentless perseverance from so many 

to ensure that CAAHEP continued to meet its vision and mission. The 

vision of CAAHEP could not have rung truer during these difficult times 

of being the innovative leader for the accreditation of health sciences and health professions 

education.  

 

Our staff, Board, Committees on Accreditation (CoAs), and the 2200 programs rose to the challenges, 

becoming more innovative and ensuring that the pipeline of our health sciences and health 

professions students would be able to progress while maintaining standards. Changes and 

modifications were made that truly enabled creativity and innovation through use of technology and 

collaboration.  

 

One prime example of this includes virtual site visits. While site visits of this type had been 

mentioned in the past, it never got a lot of traction to move forward. The pandemic created the 

opportunity for virtual site visits to become reality. Through tremendous amounts of planning, 

educational development, policy adaptation, and use of technology, CAAHEP Committees on 

Accreditation have completed over 90 virtual site visits at the time of writing.  

 

While all these things were happening minute by minute, we could not lose sight that we were in the 

second year of our three-year strategic plan. I will say that it truly seemed visionary that aspects of 

our strategic plan aligned well with overcoming the challenges we were faced with. All four goals, 

supporting objectives, and actions plans were critical to our successes:   

 

1) Achieve greater efficiency and consistency in the application of CAAHEP standards, policies, and 

procedures;  

2) Strengthen the relationship with and support of CoAs;  

3) Build an efficient and sustainable structure, and  

4) Foster innovative education.  
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CAAHEP was able to take quick action on policies and processes. We stayed in regular two-way 

communication with our CoAs, programs and other constituents; we modified our organizational 

structure; and we embraced new and innovative ways of achieving outcomes while maintaining 

standards.  

 

Additionally, I want to recognize all of our internal committees and especially the Standards 

Committee, International Accreditation Task Force and the Distance Education Task Force for the 

hundreds if not thousands of hours they have dedicated to ensuring that we are leading the way with 

our standards and practices.  

 

In the coming year, we must continue to stay steadfast and embrace new challenges and 

opportunities so that we, as the family of CAAHEP, continue to meet our vision and mission. Serving 

as President of this organization (family) is an honor and privilege. I am humbled every day by the 

unwavering expertise, giving, and leadership the individual volunteers and staff within this 

organization exhibit every day. 

 

Glen 
Glen Mayhew, DHSc, NRP 

CAAHEP President 
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Financial Summary 
The 2019-2020 fiscal year ended very well for CAAHEP.  The total assets 

increased from the previous year but despite an increase in our liabilities, 

the end of the fiscal year’s net assets was a lot higher. CAAHEP will have 

more than sufficient funds to accomplish its goals as we continue to work 

on the strategic plan.    

 

Kate Feinstein, MD, FACR 

CAAHEP Treasurer 
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2019-2020 Year in Review 
 

Annual Commissioner Meeting 
In the light of the Coronavirus pandemic, the CAAHEP Board decided to eliminate the in-person part of 

the annual meeting to assure the safety of attendees. Instead, the Commissioners’ Annual Business 

Meeting was held virtually on April 20, 2020, and included sessions by Judith Eaton, President of the 

Council for Higher Education Accreditation; David Markenson, Chief Medical Officer, American Red 

Cross; and Jay Vaughan and Vince Sampson, with Cooley, LLP, providing a Washington Update.  

 

    
 Judith Eaton David Markenson Jay Vaughan Vince Sampson 

 

Additionally, the Board approved changes to the Annual Meeting format going forward. Beginning in 

April 2021, the Annual Business meeting of Commissioners, which is required by the Bylaws to be held 

every April, will be held online via electronic means. The agenda items that traditionally have been on 

the April Annual Meeting program will be moved to the January Leadership conference, beginning with 

January 2021. This would include items such as the Keynote Address, Washington Update, and Awards 

Luncheon. A fee will be charged for the reformatted Annual Meeting in January. Due to these changes, 

no William W. Goding Award for Exceptional Service was given in 2020. 

 

The Commission approved a new Sponsoring 

Organization during the Annual Meeting, the 

American Red Cross. The American Red Cross 

became sponsors for the Exercise Sciences and 

Anesthesia Technology Committees on 

Accreditation. 
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Board Activities 
The Board reviewed a number of policies in 2020, which led to many changes to the Policy Manual. 

The following is a synopsis of the policies that were changed: 

 

• 103 Geographic Scope - adding requirements for international programs seeking CAAHEP 

accreditation; 

• 206 A.4.a. and b.  Process for Determining Accreditation Recommendations - requires that the 

evaluation of the program by site visitors must be based on the standards language and that 

the Site Visit Report shall include a listing of strengths, weaknesses, and areas needing 

improvement. 

• 206 A.5. Programs shall be given an opportunity to respond to the report findings and that 

CoAs are encouraged to a reasonable period of time, after the site visit, during which 

programs may resolve areas of potential non-compliance with Standards and submit 

documentation of the resolution to be considered during formulation of an accreditation 

recommendation by the CoA to the CAAHEP Board of Directors. 

• 302 - Was changed to allow accredited programs to publish just CAAHEP’s full name and a link 

to the CAHEP website. In addition, language was added to address how institutions with an 

accredited program and a program under Letter of Review should communicate this to the 

public. 

• 503 A - The policy now states that a CoA must be sponsored by at least one sponsoring 

organization during its initial and ongoing affiliation with CAAHEP. It also addresses what 

happens if the CoA loses its only sponsor. 

• 701 Fees: An increase of the institutional fee of $550. Effective July 1, 2020, the new 

institutional fee will be $600.   

 

A general change was made throughout the Policy Manual where all references to “on-site 

evaluation” was changed to just state “site evaluation,” as they can be completed on-site or virtually. 

 

New policies were also created this year, including a policy addressing complaints filed against 

CAAHEP or its Committees on Accreditation (Policy 603). 

 

The Board and Board Committees continued their work on the action items within the Strategic Plan, 

making progress on all goals. The Governance Committee reviewed the Executive Director’s job 

description and evaluation tool, updating both items 

  

 

Bylaw Changes 
During the virtual Annual Meeting, the Commission approved changes to the CAAHEP Bylaws, 

including reducing the number of representatives on the Board by one representative from each 

category and the Recent Graduate Commissioner will no longer serve on the Board of Directors. 
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Committee on Accreditation Zoom Support 
CAAHEP has been providing teleconference services to the Committees on Accreditation. Prior to the 

pandemic, CAAHEP reviewed teleconferencing options and decided to switch from Go to Meeting/Go to 

Webinar to Zoom. This change recognized a $5,000 per year savings for CAAHEP, and afforded CoAs an 

opportunity to use this service with an increase in the number of people who could participate in 

meetings. Since the pandemic, CoAs have been using the Zoom subscriptions for a variety of options 

including CoA Board meetings, virtual site visits, webinars promoting CAAHEP accreditation to 

institutions with non-accredited programs, webinars for programs providing vital information on 

maintaining accreditation during COVID-19, and many more.  

 

Council on Higher Education Accreditation 

Activities 
This year, Executive Director Kathy Megivern (with assistance 

from many others) worked on the process to gain CAAHEP’s re-

recognition by CHEA. We drafted and submitted two 

documents to CHEA. One was a narrative on how CAAHEP is 

meeting the new CHEA criteria, and a request in change of 

scope. The change of scope is for the four new professions that have accredited programs since the last 

time change of scope was approved. Those professions are Advanced Cardiovascular Sonography, 

Assistive Technology, Art Therapy, and Clinical Research. The CHEA self-study was due in November 

2020.  

 

 

COVID-19 Response 
The Board discussed COVID-19 and the organization’s guidance to programs to stay flexible and 

innovative while still meeting required outcomes. CAAHEP posted a statement on its website regarding 

COVID-19 and encouraged each CoA to develop its own statements. All CoAs prepared statements and 

links are provided from the CAAHEP website to each CoA’s statement. In an effort to stay in contact and 

share information with the CoAs, CAAHEP instituted a monthly CoA Connections conference call. These 

calls last approximately one hour and provide an opportunity to disseminate information about activities 

of the CAAHEP Board, as well as information regarding the pandemic, learn how the CoAs are assisting 

programs in their efforts to become accredited, meet students’ needs, and maintain positive outcomes. 

It has grown to be a sharing opportunity among the CoAs, as well as a good sounding board for questions 

and answers. 
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Program Webinars  
CAAHEP identified several topics of interest to accredited programs and developed webinars to address 
these issues. Two sessions were held this fiscal year: 
 

• "The CAAHEP Site Visit: What to Expect, How to Prepare” 

• “Program Advisory Committee: The Public Member” 
 
These sessions were recorded and are posted to the CAAHEP website for anytime viewing. 
 

 

Standards Activities 
The CAAHEP Standards Committee worked throughout the fiscal year on the review of Standards from 

six professions. Their work in assisting the Committees on Accreditation in developing and editing each 

document culminated in the approval of the following sets of initial Standards: 

 

• Standards and Guidelines for the Accreditation of Education Programs in Orthotist and 

Prosthetist Assistant. 

• Standards and Guidelines for the Accreditation of Educational Programs in Inclusive 

Rehabilitation Sciences. 

 

In addition, the following sets of Standards were reviewed and revised this year and approved by the 

CAAHEP Board of Directors: 

 

• Standards and Guidelines for the Accreditation of Educational Programs in Clinical Research.  

• Standards and Guidelines for the Accreditation of Educational Programs in Pedorthic Education. 

• Standards and Guidelines for the Accreditation of Educational Programs in Perfusion. 

• Standards and Guidelines for the Accreditation of Education Programs in Advanced 

Cardiovascular Sonography. 
 

The Standards Committee continued their development on the new Standards Template. After the 

Board’s review of the document, the proposed Template was sent to the CoAs for comments in May 

2020.  

 

In an effort to be more convenient to the CoAs, the Standards Committee proposed an increase in the 

availability to host open hearings. The Board approved a change to the Standards Adoption and Revision 

Policy so that open hearings are held every month of the year except for December. When possible, 

hearings will coincide with face-to-face meetings of the Board. All hearings will include the option of 

teleconference participation for those who are unable to be physically present. 
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Summary of Accreditation Actions 
 
At the conclusion of the 2019-2020 fiscal year, CAAHEP had 2,251 accredited programs in 21 professions. Four 

professions are in development of their Standards or have recently had Standards approved and have not yet 

reviewed programs. These are Inclusive Rehabilitation Sciences, Orthoptics, Orthotist and Prosthetist Assistant, 

and Pedorthic Education. CAAHEP took action on 380 recommendations last fiscal year, and the chart below 

shows the number of accreditation actions that were taken, detailed by profession and accreditation status. While 

the Advanced Cardiovascular Sonography, Assistive Technology, Intraoperative Neurophysiologic Monitoring, 

Kinesiotherapy, Medical Illustration, and Personal Fitness Trainer professions have approved Standards, they did 

not have any programs accredited this year.  

 

Professions Initial Continuing Probation 
Withdrawn/ 

Total 
Withheld 

Anesthesia Technology  2 0 0 0 2 

Anesthesiologist Assistant  0 5 0 0 5 

Art Therapy  5 0 0 0 5 

Cardiovascular Technology  2 9 0 0 11 

Clinical Research  1 0 0 0 1 

Cytotechnology  0 3 0 0 3 

Diagnostic Medical Sonography  15 42 0 2 59 

Emergency Medical Services-Paramedic  21 108 1 1 131 

Exercise Physiology  1 1 0 0 2 

Exercise Science  2 4 0 0 6 

Lactation Consultant  3 0 0 0 3 

Medical Assisting  12 54 2 0 68 

Neurodiagnostic Technology  1 5 0 0 6 

Orthotic and Prosthetic Technician  0 1 0 0 1 

Orthotist/Prosthetist  0 3 0 0 3 

Perfusion  1 1 0 0 2 

Polysomnographic Technology  1 3 0 0 4 

Recreational Therapy  1 1 0 0 2 

Specialist Blood Bank Technology/ 

Transfusion Medicine  
0 2 0 0 2 

Surgical Assisting  2 2 0 0 4 

Surgical Technology  16 40 4 0 60 

TOTAL: 86 284 7 3 380 
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Voluntary Withdrawal 

The number of programs that exercised the right to voluntarily withdraw from 

accreditation during the 2019-2020 fiscal year decreased from the previous year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The number of programs, by profession, that exercised the right to voluntarily withdraw is outlined as 

follows: 

 

 

  

Fiscal Year Number of Voluntary Withdrawals 

2004-2005 38 

2005-2006 83 

2006-2007 41 

2007-2008 40 

2008-2009 38 

2009-2010 25 

2010-2011 36 

2011-2012 48 

2012-2013 44 

2013-2014 67 

2014-2015 99 

2015-2016 78 

2016-2017 90 

2017-2018 69 

2018-2019 116 

2019-2020 60 

Profession Number of Programs Withdrew 

Cardiovascular Technology 2 

Cytotechnology 1 

Diagnostic Medical Sonography 2 

EMS-Paramedic 5 

Kinesiotherapy 1 

Medical Assisting 30 

Perfusion 1 

Polysomnographic Technology 2 

Surgical Technology 16 
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Accredited Programs by Profession 
The following chart reports the number of accredited programs by each profession and sorted by 

accreditation status as of June 30, 2020, the end of the fiscal year. The Emergency Medical Services — 

Paramedic profession has 71 programs under Letter of Review status as they work toward initial 

accreditation. 

 

Profession Initial Continuing Probation Inactive Total 

Advanced Cardiovascular Sonography 2 0 0 0 2 

Anesthesia Technology 5 0 0 0 5 

Anesthesiologist Assistant 2 10 0 0 12 

Art Therapy 14 0 0 0 14 

Assistive Technology 3 0 0 0 3 

Cardiovascular Technology 24 74 0 0 98 

Clinical Research Professional 6 0 0 0 6 

Cytotechnology 2 19 0 1 22 

Diagnostic Medical Sonography 75 312 0 0 387 

EMS - Paramedic 203 435 1 2 641 

Exercise Physiology 5 9 0 0 14 

Exercise Science 25 42 0 0 67 

Intraoperative Neurophysiologic 
Monitoring 4 0 0 0 4 

Kinesiotherapy 0 4 0 0 4 

Lactation Consultant 10 0 0 0 10 

Medical Assisting 44 372 1 2 419 

Medical Illustrator 0 4 0 0 4 

Neurodiagnostic Technology 6 20 0 0 26 

Orthotic and Prosthetic Technician 6 0 0 0 6 

Orthotist/Prosthetist 0 12 0 1 13 

Perfusion 3 14 0 0 17 

Personal Fitness Training 3 2 0 0 5 

Polysomnographic Technology 6 35 0 0 41 

Recreational Therapy 5 5 0 0 10 

Specialist in Blood Bank Technology 0 10 0 0 10 

Surgical Assisting 4 8 0 0 12 

Surgical Technology 38 356 5 0 399 

TOTAL 495 1743 7 6 2251 
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CAAHEP Board of Directors 
Board Officers:    

    

Glen Mayhew 

President 

Kathryn Kuntz 

Vice President 

Kate Feinstein 

Treasurer 

Fred Lenhoff 

Secretary 

 

 

Board Members: 

   

    

Donald Balasa Catherine Carter Glenda Carter Barry Eckert 

  



15 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gregory Frazer Don Martin Melissa McKnight Stacey Ocander 

    

    

    

Keith Orloff Catherine Rienzo Jennifer Spegal Doug York 
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CAAHEP Committees 
 

Annual Meeting Planning Committee 
Jennifer L. Spegal, CMA (AAMA), MT, Med, Chair 

Gregory Ferenchak, EdD, RT(R)(QM) 

Melissa McKnight, RDCS 

Catherine Rienzo, MS, RT(R)(ARRT), RDMS, FSDMS 

 

Audit Committee 

Kate Feinstein, MD, FACR, Chair 

Donald A. Balasa, JD, MBA  

Catherine Carter, MA 

Barry S. Eckert, PhD., FASAHP 

 

Bylaws Committee 

Donald A. Balasa, JD, MBA, Chair 

Glenda Carter, PhD  

Fred Lenhoff, MA 

 

Governance Committee 

Glen Mayhew, DHSc, NRP, Chair 

Donald Balasa, JD, MBA 

Barry Eckert, PhD, FASAHP 

Kate Feinstein, MD, FACR 

Kathryn Kuntz, Med, RT(R), RDMS, RVT, FSDMS 

Fred Lenhoff, MA 

 

Nominating and Elections Committee 
David Becker, MA, Paramedic, EFO, Chair 

Steve Sonstein, PhD, M(ASCP) 

Julie O’Sullivan Maillet, PhD 

 

Performance Oversight Committee 
Donald A. Balasa, JD, MBA, Chair 

Catherine Carter, MA 

Kate Feinstein, MD, FACR 
Don Martin, MEd 
Jennifer L. (Jenny) Spegal, CMA (AAMA), MT, MEd 

 

Planning and Development Committee 

Barry S. Eckert, PhD., FASAHP, Chair 

Glenda Carter, PhD  

Fred Lenhoff, MA 

Melissa McKnight, RDCS 

Stacey Ocander, EdD 

 

Recommendation Review Committee 

Kathryn Kuntz, Med, RT(R), RDMS, RVT, FSDMS, 

Chair 

Gregory Frazer, PhD, FASAHP 

Catherine Rienzo, MS, RT(R)(ARRT), RDMS, FSDMS 
Keith Orloff, CST, FAST 
Douglas K. York, NREMT-P, PS, (NAEMT)  
 

Standards Committee 
Jennifer Anderson Warwick, MA, Chair 

Kate Feinstein, MD, FACR 

Kathryn Kuntz, Med, RT(R), RDMS, RVT, FSDMS 

M. LaCheeta McPherson, PhD 

Keith Orloff, CST, FAST 

Julie O’Sullivan Mallet, PhD 

Jennifer L. (Jenny) Spegal, CMA (AAMA), MT, Med 
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CAAHEP Liaisons 
CAAHEP utilizes a “liaison” function as one means of ensuring quality and consistency in its 

accreditation decisions and with CAAHEP’s policies and procedures. The Board-CoA Liaison is a 

current or past member of the Board of Directors, who serves as a designated liaison between the 

Board and a specific Committee on Accreditation. Liaisons attend CoA meetings, providing 

information from the Board to the Committee on Accreditation, and files a report to CAAHEP on 

each CoA meeting. The following individuals served as Board Liaisons in 2019-2020: 

 

Advanced Cardiovascular Sonography - 

Liaison: Thomas K. Skalko* 

Anesthesia Technology - Liaison: Greg Frazer 

Anesthesiologist Assistant - Liaison:  Glenda 

Carter 

Art Therapy - Liaison:  Elizabeth (Betsy) 

Slagle* 

Assistive Technology - Liaison:  Douglas K. 

York* 

Cardiovascular Technology - Liaison: Douglas 

K. York* 

Clinical Research - Liaison: Don Balasa 

Cytotechnology - Liaison:  Kerry Weinberg* 

Diagnostic Medical Sonography - Liaison:  

Carolyn O’Daniel* 

Exercise Sciences - Liaison:  Gregory 

Ferenchak* 

Emergency Medical Services-Paramedic - 

Liaison:  Barry S. Eckert 

Kinesiotherapy - Liaison:  Stacey Ocander 

Lactation Consultants - Liaison:  Kathryn 

(Katie) Kuntz 

Medical Assisting - Liaison: Kate Feinstein* 

Medical Illustrator - Liaison:  LaCheeta 

McPherson* 

Neurodiagnostic Technologist - Liaison:  

Pauletta Brown Bracy* 

Orthoptics – Liaison: Jennifer Anderson 

Warwick* 

Orthotics and Prosthetics - Liaison:  M. 

LaCheeta McPherson* 

Perfusionist - Liaison:  Fred Lenhoff 

Polysomnographic Technology - Liaison:  

Cathie Rienzo 

Recreational Therapy - Liaison: Stacey 

Ocander 

Rehabilitation/Disability Studies – Liaison: 

Thomas Skalko* 

Respiratory Care – Liaison: Jenny Spegal 

Specialist in Blood Bank Technology - 

Liaison:  Glen Mayhew 

Surgical Technology/Surgical Assistant - 

Liaison: Susan Fuchs* 

*Non-Board Liaison 
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2019-2020 Sponsoring Organizations  
 

AABB (formerly American Association of 
Blood Banks) 
Meredith Eller  

 
Accreditation Committee-Perfusion 

Education  
Linda Cantu  

  
Accreditation Council for Art Therapy 

Education  
Eileen Estes  

 
Accreditation Review Committee for the 

Anesthesiologist Assistant 
Sam Gumbert 
Jennifer Anderson Warwick (Alternate)  

  
Accreditation Review Committee for the 

Medical Illustrator 
Shelley Wall  

 
Accreditation Review Council on Education 

in Surgical Technology and Surgical 
Assisting 
Keith Orloff 
Ronald Kruzel (Alternate) 
 

Alliance of Cardiovascular Professionals 
Jeff Davis 
 
American Academy of Anesthesiologist 

Assistants 
Jennifer Stever  

 
American Academy of Cardiovascular 

Perfusion 
Linda B. Mongero  

  
American Academy of Neurology 

George (Trey) Lee, III  

American Academy of Orthotists and 
Prosthetists 
Kinsey Herrin  

 
American Academy of Pediatrics 

Susan Fuchs  
 
American Ambulance Association 

Lori Burns  
 
American Art Therapy Association 

Marcia Rosal  
 
American Association for Thoracic Surgery 

Sary F. Aranki  
  
American Association of Medical Assistants  

Donald Balasa; Sarah Marino (Alternate) 
   
American Association of Sleep Technologists 

(AAST) 
Joel Porquez  

  
American Board for Certification in 

Orthotics, Prosthetics and Pedorthics 
Catherine A. Carter  

 
American Board of Cardiovascular Perfusion 

Ann Guercio; David Boyne (Alternate)  
  
American Clinical Neurophysiology Society 

William J. Nowack  
 
American College of Cardiology 

Vacant  
  
American College of Emergency Physicians 

Jeff Beeson  
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American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists 
Rebecca McAlister  

 
American College of Osteopathic Emergency 

Physicians 
Vacant  

 
American College of Radiology 

Kate Feinstein  
 
American College of Sports Medicine 

Francis Neric  
 
American College of Surgeons 

Constantine Godellas  
 
American Council on Exercise 

Graham Melstrand  
  
American Institute of Ultrasound in 

Medicine 
Marie De Lange  

 
American Kinesiotherapy Association 

Melissa Fuller Ziegler  
  
American Medical Technologists 
Christopher Damon 
 
American Orthoptic Council 
Alex Christoff 
 
American Society for Clinical Pathology 

Amber Donnelly  
 
American Society for Cytotechnology 

Michele Smith  
  
American Society of Anesthesia 

Technologists & Technicians 
Victoria Reyes  

 

American Society of Anesthesiologists 
Howard Odom  

  
American Society of Cytopathology 

Robert Goulart  
 
American Society of Echocardiography 

Christopher Kramer  
  
American Society of ExtraCorporeal 

Technology 
Craig Vocelka  

  
American Society of Neurophysiological 

Monitoring 
Barbara Tetzlaf 
Joshua Mergos (Alternate)  

 
American Society of Radiologic 

Technologists 
Myke Kudlas  

 
American Therapeutic Recreation 

Association 
Betsy Kemeny  

 
ASET - The Neurodiagnostic Society 

Linda Kelly  
  
Association of Medical Illustrators 

Kathleen Jung  
 
Association of Schools of Allied Health 

Professions 
Barry Eckert 
Gregory Frazer 
Julie O’Sullivan Maillet 
David Shelledy 
Yasmen Simonian  

  
Association of Surgical Technologists 

Jeff Bidwell  
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At-Large Representatives of Educational 
Institutions 
Linda Kerwin 
Keith Monosky  

 
Board of Registered Polysomnographic 

Technologists 
Daniel Harold  

 
College of American Pathologists 

Jennifer A. Brainard   
 
Committee on Accreditation for Advanced 

Cardiovascular Sonography 
Joy Guthrie  

 
Committee on Accreditation for Anesthesia 

Technology Education 
Marc McGaffic    

 
Committee on Accreditation for Education 

in Neurodiagnostic Technology 
Kellee Trice  

  
Committee on Accreditation for 

Polysomnographic Technologist 
Education 
Christine Robinson  

  
Committee on Accreditation for 

Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive 
Technology Education 
Mary Goldberg 

 
Committee on Accreditation for the Exercise 

Sciences 
Benjamin C. Thompson  

 
Committee on Accreditation of Academic 

Programs in Clinical Research 
Stephen Sonstein  

  

Committee on Accreditation of Education 
Programs for Kinesiotherapy 
Jerry Purvis  

  
Committee on Accreditation of Educational 

Programs for the Emergency Medical 
Services Professions 
Douglas York  

 
Committee on Accreditation of Orthoptic 

Fellowship Programs 
David Wheeler 

 
Committee on Accreditation of Recreational 

Therapy Education  
Rhonda Nelson 

  
Committee on Accreditation of Specialist in 

Blood Bank Technology Schools 
Ellen P. Kellom  

 
Committee on Rehabilitation Accreditation 
Penny Willmering 
 
Consortium of Academic Programs in Clinical 

Research 
William Gluck  

 
Cytotechnology Programs Review 

Committee 
Kalyani Naik 
   

Hospital-Based Programs 
Glen Mayhew 

 Timothy Reitz 
 Donald Schnitzler  

 
International Association of Fire Chiefs 

David Becker  
  
International Association of Fire Fighters 

Vacant     
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International Board of Lactation Consultant 
Examiners 
Vacant  

  
International Lactation Consultant 

Association 
Lisa Akers  

  
Joint Review Committee on Education in 

Cardiovascular Technology 
Raymond Lenuis  

  
Joint Review Committee on Education in 

Diagnostic Medical Sonography 
Catherine Rienzo    

 
Joint Review Committee on Education in 

Respiratory Care 
Carolyn O’Daniel 

 
Lactation Education Accreditation and 

Approval Review Committee (LEAARC) 
Becky Spencer 

 
 Medical Assisting Education Review Board  

Jennifer Spegal 
  
National Academy of Sports Medicine 

Ian Montell  
 
National Association for Associate Degree 

Respiratory Care 
Idichandi Idicula 

 
National Association of Emergency Medical 

Services Educators 
Chris Nollette  

  
National Association of Emergency Medical 

Technicians 
Richard Ellis  

 
National Association of EMS Physicians 

Debra Cason  

National Association of State Emergency 
Medical Services Officials 
Donna Tidwell  

   
National Commission on Orthotic and 

Prosthetic Education 
Robin C. Seabrook  

  
National Council on Strength & Fitness  

Brian Biagioli 
 
National Healthcareer Association 

Jessica Langley 
 
National Network of Health Career 

Programs in Two-Year Colleges 
Teddy Farias 
Susan Hunter 
Don Martin 
Stacey Ocander 
Diane Roose 

  
National Registry of Emergency Medical 

Technicians 
Gregory Applegate      

 
National Rehabilitation Counseling 

Association 
Michelle Marme 

 
National Surgical Assistant Association 

Clint Crews  
  
Perfusion Program Directors' Council 

Bruce Searles  
 
Proprietary Institutions 

Vacant 
  
Public Members 

Glenda Carter 
Fred Lenhoff 
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Recent Graduate 
Melissa McKnight  

  
RESNA - Rehabilitation Engineering and 

Assistive Technology Society of North 
America 
Vacant  

  
Society for Vascular Surgery 

Eugene Zierler   
  
Society for Vascular Ultrasound 

Jennifer VanderPoel  
 
Society of Cardiovascular Anesthesiologists 

Michael Eaton  

Society of Diagnostic Medical Sonography 
Kathryn (Katie) Kuntz  

  
Society of Thoracic Surgeons 

Thomas E. MacGillivray  
  
United States Department of Defense 

Suzan F. Bowman  
  
United States Department of Veteran’s 

Affairs  
Vacant  

  
Vocational Technical Education 

Michael O'Donnell  

 

 
 

 

   

SAVE THE DATE 

 

2021 VIRTUAL ANNUAL BUSINESS 

MEETING OF COMMISSIONERS 

APRIL 16, 2021 

3:00 PM EASTERN 
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Committees on Accreditation 
 

 

Committee on Accreditation for Education 

in Advanced Cardiovascular Sonography 

(CoA-ACS) 

Chair - Joy Guthrie, PhD, RDMS, RDCS, RVT, 
RCS, RCCS, RVS, ACS, FSDMS  
Staff - Mary Alice Dilday  
 
Committee on Accreditation for Anesthesia 

Technology Education (CoA-ATE) 

Chair- Victoria A. Reyes 

No Staff 

 

Accreditation Review Committee for the 

Anesthesiologist Assistant (ARC-AA) 

Chair – Sam Gumbert, MD 

Staff - Jennifer Anderson Warwick, MA 

 

The Accreditation Council for Art Therapy 

Education (ACATE) 

Chair - Janet Kempf, ATR-BC 

Staff – Dana Elmendorf, MA, ATR-BC, LPC 

 

Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive 

Technology Education Committee on 

Accreditation (RATE) 

Chair - Lynn Gitlow PhD OTR/L ATP 

Staff – Andrea Van Hook 

 

Joint Review Committee on Education in 

Cardiovascular Technology (JRC-CVT)  

Chair – Raymond Lenius, RCIS, MS 

Staff – Jackie L. Long-Goding, PhD, RRT-NPS 
 
Committee on Accreditation of Academic 

Programs in Clinical Research (CAAPCR) 

Chair - Stephen Sonstein, PhD, M(ASCP) 

No Staff 

 

Cytotechnology Programs Review 

Committee (CPRC) 

Chair - Karen Atkison, MPA, CT(ASCP)CMIAC 

Staff - Debby MacIntyre Sheldon 

 

Joint Review Committee on Education in 

Diagnostic Medical Sonography (JRC-DMS) 

Chair – Christopher Kramer, RDCS, FASE 

Staff – Gerry Magat, MS 

 

Committee on Accreditation of Educational 
Programs for the Emergency Medical 
Services Professions (CoAEMSP) 
Chair – Paul A. Berlin, MS, NRP (IAFC)  
Staff – George W. Hatch, Jr., EdD, LP, EMT-P 
 
Committee on Accreditation for the Exercise 

Sciences (CoA-ES) 

Chair - Ben C. Thompson, Ph.D., ACSM EP-C 

Staff – William Coale 

 

Committee on Accreditation for Education 

Programs for Kinesiotherapy (CoA-KT) 

Chair - Jerry W Purvis, MS, RKT 

Staff – Kareesa Keys, RKT 

 

Lactation Education Accreditation and 

Approval Review Committee (LEAARC) 

Chair – Cheryl Benn, RM, IBCLC, FILCA 

Staff - Judith Lauwers, BA, IBCLC, FILCA 

 

Medical Assisting Education Review Board 

(MAERB) 

Chair - Karon G. Walton, MEd, CMA (AAMA) 

Staff – Sarah Marino, PhD 
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Accreditation Review Committee for the 

Medical Illustrator (ARC-MI) 

Chair - Shelley Wall, AOCAD, MScBMC, PhD, 

CMI 

No Staff 

 

Committee on Accreditation for Education 

in Neurodiagnostic Technology (CoA-NDT) 

Chair – Kellee Trice, BS, R EEG/EP T, RPSGT 

Staff -  Jackie L. Long-Goding, PhD, RRT-NPS 
 
Committee on Accreditation of Orthoptic 

Fellowship Programs (CoA-OFP) 

Chair - David T. Wheeler, MD 
No Staff 

 

National Commission on Orthotic and 

Prosthetic Education (NCOPE) 

Chair - Walter P. Afable, CP 

Staff - Robin Seabrook 

 

Accreditation Committee-Perfusion 
Education (AC-PE) 
Chair – Linda Cantu, CCP  
Staff - Theresa Sisneros 
 
Committee on Accreditation for 
Polysomnographic Technologist Education 
(CoA-PSG) 
President – Christine Robinson, BS, RRT, 
RPSGT 
Staff – Karen Monarchy Rowe, BS AAS RPSGT 

Committee on Accreditation of Recreational 

Therapy Education (CARTE) 

Chair - Rhonda Nelson Ph.D., CTRS, MT-BC  

No Staff 

 

Committee on Rehabilitation Accreditation 

(CORA) 

Co-Chair - Penny P. Willmering, Ph.D., CRC, 

LPC, FNRCA 

Co-Chair - David C. Perry, Ph.D., CRC, D/ABVE 

Staff - Patrick Krolik 

 

Joint Review Committee on Education in 

Respiratory Care (JRC-RC) 

 

Chair – Carolyn O’Daniel, EdD, RRT 

Staff – Jackie L. Long-Goding, PhD, RRT-NPS 

 

Committee on Accreditation of  

Specialist in Blood Bank Technology/ 

Transfusion Medicine (CoA-SBBT) 

Chair – Jayanna Slayten, MS, MT(ASCP)SBBCM 

Staff – Meredith Eller, MBA MT(ASCP)SBBCM 

 

Accreditation Review Council on Education 

in Surgical Technology and Surgical Assisting 

(ARC/STSA)  

President – Robin Keith, CST, RN, CNOR, BSN 

Staff – Ronald Kruzel, CST, MA, CAE 

 

 

 

  



25 

 

 

CAAHEP Staff 
 
Kathleen Megivern, JD 
Executive Director 
o Board relations and support 
o Management and Governance 
o Maintains relationships with CHEA and 

ASPA 
o Legal Issues 
o Staff liaison to Governance, Finance & 

Audit, and Planning and Development 
Committee 

 
Katie Davis 
Accreditation Assistant 
o General office 
o Accreditation postings 
o URL Verification 
o Accreditation notices 
 
Lorna Frazier-Lindsey 
Information & Communications 
o Manages communication & electronic 

publications 
o Website content & management 
o Staff liaison to the Performance Oversight 

Committee and Assists with the 
Standards Committee 

o Social media coordinator 
o Webinar production management 
 
Cynthia Jackson-McNeill 
Executive Assistant & Meeting Planner 
o Meeting logistics 
o Hotel logistics including Board 

reservations 
o Registrations (Annual Meeting) 
o Program invoicing 
 

Kalyani Naik 
Standards Specialist 
o Standards Review 
o Standards Interpretation Guide Review 
o Staff liaison to the Standards Committee 

and assists with the Recommendation 
Review Committee  

 
Theresa Sisneros 
Accreditation Services 
o Staff liaison to the Recommendation 

Review Committee 
o Coordinates accreditation actions with 

CoAs 
o Provides accreditation material for the 

Board of Directors 
o Assists CoAs with policies and 

procedures development 
o Assists CoAs with annual reporting tool 

and database issues 
 
 
 

CAAHEP 
9355 - 113th St. N, #7709 

Seminole, FL 33775 
P:727-210-2350 
F:727-210-2354 

E: mail@caahep.org 
 

mailto:mail@caahep.org

