
Dear Parent/Carers,

I hope that this newsletter finds you and your families well and that you all had a good half term. Even though February has been a
shorter month in school terms there has still been lots of exciting things going on at Danegrove.

Year three put on two amazing performances of Aladdin, with all the children showing off their wonderful singing, dancing and
acting skills. A big well done to all of year three for putting a big smile on all our faces, I thoroughly enjoyed the performance that I
saw – it made my evening!

Year 6 found their inner adventurers as they fearlessly tackled all the activities on their residential. They really took all the
challenges head on and the sense of the achievement that they felt when they climbed the wall, abseiled down, zip wired through the
trees, etc. was so lovely to see and I feel so privileged to have spent the week with them.All of the children were a real credit to
Danegrove, not only in the way they approached the challenges given but also in their behaviour, which was complemented on by
the centre staff – I am so proud of them. A very big thank you to all the staff that gave up their time to take the children away, trips
like this wouldn’t happen without their support. I think that there were a lot of early nights had on the Thursday night when we all
returned; with Mrs Weekes holding the record by going to bed at 6:45pm!

You may have noticed that a new shelter has appeared on Windsor Drive, replacing the one that was damaged in last year’s
storm.We are in the process of adding a reading shed, games shed, waterproof beanbags, cushions etc. so that we create a complete
chill out zone for our children at playtimes. 

As part of our development of pupil voice, and to continue to promote reading for pleasure, years 5 and 6 have both been given a
budget to create two themed reading areas on the top corridor of Windsor Drive. Year 5 children are currently designing their
reading area and I can’t wait to see their amazing ideas and then watch one of them being transformed into an incredible area that
our children can just relax and read in. Look out for the photos in future newsletters. 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend and a happy March,
Miss Oliver.
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Medals for Crosscountry
 

Harrison  - Year 5 - 1st
Loui - Year 4 - 1st

Elsie - Year 5 -  3rd
Zac - Year 5 - 3rd

 

We are thrilled to announce that our talented pupils participated in the Crosscountry and brought
home some well-deserved medals! We would like to congratulate the whole team for their
outstanding performances and impressive athleticism. 
A particular congratulations to our medal winners!



Attendance

Statistics

Did you know that the Government 's
Attendance Target is 96%?

Our current Attendance is 93.7%
Let's try to reach 96%!

Reminder! 
The school day on W/D starts at 8.50am - children may enter the classroom from 8.40am.
On R/Ave the school day starts at 9am. 
Any child that arrives between 9-9.15am on W/D and 9.10- 9.25am on R/Ave will receive a late
mark (L).  If your child arrives after these times they will marked as late after the register closes.

after school hours
at weekends
during school holidays

To avoid disrupting your child's education, you should arrange (as far as possible), appointments
and outings:

By law, all children of school age (aged four to sixteen) must receive a suitable full-time
education. 
Once your child is registered at a school, you are legally responsible for making sure they go
regularly attend.

           5ML

had 9 % Attendance

Present!



Wellbeing

Encourage open communication: Create a safe and supportive environment for your child to
express their feelings and emotions. Encourage them to talk about any concerns or worries
they may have and listen to them without judgment.
Practice active listening: Active listening involves fully concentrating on what your child is
saying, responding to their feelings, and validating their experiences. This helps them feel
heard and understood.
Promote healthy habits: Encourage healthy habits such as regular exercise, healthy eating, and
getting enough sleep. These habits help reduce stress and promote good mental health.
Create routines and structure: Having a consistent routine and structure helps your child feel
safe and secure. This can help reduce anxiety and promote a sense of control.
Teach coping skills: Teach your child healthy coping skills such as deep breathing,
mindfulness, and positive self-talk. These skills help them manage stress and difficult
emotions.
Encourage social connections: Social connections are vital for good mental health. Encourage
your child to spend time with friends and family, join clubs or activities, and participate in social
events.
Seek professional help when needed: If your child is experiencing persistent or severe mental
health concerns, seek professional help from a mental health professional.

Before the half term break (6-12 February 2023) schools, families and communities across the UK
took part in Children’s Mental Health Week, with this year’s theme being Let’s Connect. 

We had a special assembly which introduced the theme and children learnt about the importance
of healthy connections – to family, friends and others – which can support our mental health and
our sense of wellbeing. 

We all want to see our children happy and healthy, both physically and mentally. Supporting your
child's mental health is crucial for their overall wellbeing and development. Here are some
strategies you can use to support your child's mental health:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Place2Be is a children’s mental health charity that provides counselling and mental health support
and training in UK schools, and beyond. Their belief is that children should not have to face mental
health problems alone. They offer a Parenting Smart website which provides a search function for
practical tips for parents, carers and families on how to support children’s wellbeing.

Please see the link below:
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/

https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/


School Journey

The Year 6 school journey was a huge success. Whilst grey, chilly and occasionally damp, this did not deter the children in
taking part in a variety of activities. 
Over the course of four days, many children challenged themselves by climbing up high towers, abseiling down, flying
through the air on zip wires (after having gone up quite a tall ladder), stood atop wobbly, stacked crates, traversed shaky
mid-air ladders. They also found their inner Robin Hood and Katniss Everdean in the archery zone and used their team
skills when they built catapults (firing tennis balls to different targets) and avoided the exploding hippos. We all
conquered our fear of mud during the forest adventure, some surpassing Peppa Pig and swimming in muddy puddles. At
night we went on haunted walks through the woods and toasted marshmallows over a campfire. 
The staff would like to thank all the children for making the trip so much fun. It was great seeing them challenge
themselves, learn new skills, support and encourage each other. 

 

Achievements
Danegrove Readers



Danegrove Activities

Year 1 SG - Plants and their structures

This half term, Year 1 are learning all about plants and their structure. As young scientists, we examined a variety of seeds
and bulbs and used our curiosity to enquire about them, including what plant they will grow into . We then worked in pairs
to sow seeds which we will closely observe over time and answer the questions we came up with . 

Reception 

Foundation had a visit from Bluebeard the pirate as part of their pirate topic. The children were very excited to meet Bluebeard
who is a friendly pirate. They asked a lot of interesting questions like, what do you eat at sea and what colour is your boat? Pirate
Bluebeard asked the children to write messages to find her clue.

Foundation also has been learning about the famous
artist Kandinsky, and created the following artwork
whilst exploring circles.

Foundation also went on a trip on a bus, and on the
underground as part of their transport topic. When
they came back, they drew maps of the route. 



Danegrove Activities

Year 4  - World Book Day preparations

Year 4 have been busy preparing resources for World Book Day!

Year 3 - Visual Literacy

This week, year 3 have been learning about visual literacy in English lessons. The children spent time creating captions for various
images, thinking about what they can see or notice in the images, what mood the images create and how they make the reader
feel. The children used visual cues to justify their opinions and to identify features of the images.  



Danegrove Activities
Year 5 - Designing a reading area

Year 5 have been busy designing their very own ultimate reading area! They are turning a space into the comfiest, most
functional and imaginative library you can imagine! Watch this space to see how it’s coming along…

Year 6 - Science: Light, Periscope and Shadows

The children in Year 6 had a great time learning about light periscopes and shadows! They were able to construct their own
periscopes to explore and experiment with light and shadows. They had lots of fun and made some amazing discoveries about
the power of light in the classroom. We are so proud of their hard work and enthusiasm!



Danegrove Share a Story
Share a Story

The children have a wonderful time during Share a Story time! They are delighted to have the chance to read with
parents/carers and share their favourite stories with each other. 
It is great to see so many parents and teachers come together to create a fun and engaging environment for the
children. We look forward to more Share a Story times in the future!



The LotsOfSocks campaign exists to raise awareness about Down syndrome.

Believe it or not, socks help us to get people talking on World Down Syndrome Day
(21 March).

To take part, all you need to do is choose some socks that will get noticed - they
might be
mismatched socks or your craziest and most colourful socks, whatever takes your
fancy! (you must still wear uniform)

When someone asks you about your socks, you can tell them, "I'm wearing them to
raise awareness of Down syndrome".

What should I tell them?

People with Down syndrome have the same rights as everyone else. But sometimes,
people with Down syndrome are denied those rights.

For example, people with Down syndrome should have the freedom to make their
own choices. But, often other people make decisions for them, not with them. Tell
them, with us, not for us.

World Down Syndrome Day



Danegrove Diary 

Comic Relief

On Friday 17th March the school will be supporting the charity
Comic Relief. This was chosen by members of the school
council as our charity of choice for the spring term. Children
have decided to come in with either a crazy hat or a crazy hair
style for the day.  A voluntary contribution of £1 will be
requested on the day. The school council will also run a 'Cake
and Joke' sale after school in the main playground on Windsor
Drive with all the money raised going to Comic Relief. Each cake
will be accompanied by a joke. All cake contributions for the
sale will be gratefully received. Many thanks, the School Council.



Danegrove 2023 - 2024 Term Dates



Road Safety 

Dear Parent/Carer,

We kindly ask you to be mindful when parking around the school premises. 
We understand that you may need to drop off or pick up your children at school, but
please be considerate of our neighbours and do not block their driveways. We also ask
that you do not park on the grass, or in any other areas that are not designated for
parking.
We understand that parking can be an issue at times, so please be mindful of the time
and ensure that you are not blocking access to the school for other parents. 

If you are able to carpool or walk to school, we strongly encourage you to do so.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.



Parent Teacher Association

Parents, we invite you to join our Parent Teacher Association and be part of the school community! 
The PTA provides a great opportunity to get involved in your child's education and contribute to the school's activities. We will be
organising several events throughout the year to raise funds for our school, and we need your help to make them a success. Your
participation and support are essential for creating a strong and vibrant school community. We look forward to seeing you at our
next PTA meeting!


