
CCRCD BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
October 18, 2022 

 
The regular meeting of the Contra Costa Resource Conservation District was held Tuesday, October 18, 
2022 by teleconference. 
 
DIRECTORS PRESENT: Walter Pease, Lorena Castillo, Renee Fernandez-Lipp & Bethallyn Black 

(9:15) 
       
ASSOC. DIRECTORS PRESENT: Bob Peoples, Bob Simmons & John Cain 
 
RCD STAFF PRESENT: Chris Lim & Patty Pell  
  
NRCS STAFF PRESENT:  Allen Curry, Soil Conservationist, NRCS Salinas 
           
DIRECTORS EXCUSED:  Renee Fernandez-Lipp 
 
THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY CHAIR, Walter Pease at 8:35 A.M.    
 
INTRODUCTION/PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD:   
Michael McGill, Board Member, Central Sanitary District 

 
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:  BROWN ACT, SECTION (54954.2(B) (2)) 
DETERMINATION THAT A NEED IMMEDIATE ACTION EXISTS:   
Four letters of support were presented to the RCD needing to be signed by next week.   
Due to the submission deadline, Renee Fernandez-Lipp made a motion to add Item 8.5 to the agenda.  Lorena 
Castillo seconded the motion.  Motion passes 3:0 

NRCS REPORT:  Allen Curry, Soil Conservationist, NRCS Salinas explained how Jarryd Bracket’s 
background works well with the RCD.  Allen Curry then listed conferences the staff has recently attended or 
plans to attend.  Allen Curry ended his report by mentioning the batching period was wrapping up and staffing 
updates. 
 
PRESENTATION:  Michael McGill, Board Member of Central Sanitary District started his presentation by 
describing his involvement with LAFCO (Local Agency Formation Commission), LAFCO’s purpose and his 
goal of getting reacquainted with local Boards after the Covid break.  Michael McGill then went on to explain 
his position at Central Sanitary and Central Sanitary’s current projects.  Michael McGill finished with a period 
of time for questions and answers. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR:   

 
Item 1- September 13, 2022 Meeting Minutes 
Item 2- Resolution 2022-13  30 day extension of AB361    
Item 3- September 2022 Financials 

 
Bethallyn Black made a motion to approve Items #1, 2 & 3 of the consent calendar with revisions to Item #1 as 
suggested by Bob Peoples.  Lorena Castillo seconded the motion.  Motion passes 4:0.   

DETERMINATION ITEMS: 
8.1 Consider Approving subcontract with CARCD for “CALFIRE Increasing Pace and Scale:  Taking Critical 
RCD Projects to Implementation” subgrant.  Chris Lim described the new position and the responsibilities this 



grant would fund along with the purpose of the grant.  Following this discussion, Bethallyn Black made a 
motion to approve the subcontract with CARCD.  Lorena Castillo seconded the motion.  Motion passes 4:0 
 
8.2 Consider Approving “Form of Change Order #2 for Earth Island/California Urban Streams partnership 
(CUSP).  Chris Lim described previous RCD’s projects and explained that this change order is an extension of 
time and increase of support for those projects.  Following this discussion, Bethallyn Black made a motion to 
approve the Change Order #2 for Earth Island/CA Urban Streams partnership.  Renee Fernandez-Lipp seconded 
the motion.  Motion passes 4:0   
 
8.3 Consider approving of renewing lease with Industrious.  Chris Lim presented a breakdown of cost for 
different length of time and number of desks.  A discussion followed about the RCD’s needs, how the facility is 
currently being utilized and possible future needs.  Following this discussion, Bethallyn Black made a motion to 
approve the Executive Director signing an additional 12 month lease with Industrious.  Lorena Castillo 
seconded the motion.  Motion passes 4:0 
 
8.4 Consider approving Memorandum of Agreement between National Association of Conservation Districts 
for Technical Assistance Funding.  Chris Lim described the outreach opportunities to recommend conservation 
practices, and possibility, the NRCS’ Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP).  Chris Lim mentioned 
the benefits of Derek’s work out in the field related to this outreach.  Following this discussion, Bethallyn Black 
made a motion to approve the MOU with NACD for Technical Assistance.  Lorena Castillo seconded the 
motion.  Motion passes 4:0 
 
8.5 Consider approving Executive Director signing the four letters of support for Civicorps.  Chris Lim 
reminded the Board of work the RCD has done with Civicorps.  Chris Lim then explained the work this grant 
would fund with Fuel Reduction with Contra Costa Water District project.  Chris Lim explained that the fuel 
reduction project involves properties owned by four separate partners, and thus, four letters of support were 
necessary. Following this discussion, Lorena Castillo made a motion to approve the Executive Director signing 
these four letters of support for Civicorp.  Renee Fernandez-Lipp seconded the motion.  Motion passes 4:0 
 
DISCUSSION ITEM: 
9.1  Justice, Equity, Diversity & Inclusion:  Chris Lim updated the Board on the JEDI meetings, the status of the 
charter along with the desire to present a finalized charter at the CARCD conference. 
 
9.2  COVID Update:  Chris Lim briefly mentioned that in person meetings were resuming.   
 
9.3  Strategic Plan Update:  Chris Lim thanked Bob Peoples for his input and noted that several amendments 
needed to be added to the current plan.  Chris Lim presented his plan to review the current plan with staff, then 
smaller groups and will present back to the Board.  Chris Lim welcomed Board input at any stage of revision. 
 
REPORTS: 

10.1 President Reports— Walter Pease mentioned that he will be attending the CARCD Annual Conference.   
 
10.2 Directors’ Reports –Bob Simmons announced that he will be resigning as an Associate Director due to 
other major obligations.   

10.3 Staff Reports— The Board had no questions on the staff reports, however, Chris Lim showed pictures of 
work done at the Concord naval weapon station.                  
 
10.4  Executive Director Reports – Chris Lim mentioned that he had recently applied for three new grants and 
gave updates on the following outstanding grants:    



 
NRCS Cooperative Agreement approved today 
Site visit - Crockett Urban greening project, Oct 25 (10 am - noon) 
Mountain View Sanitary District - environmental education. Effluent into a marsh. 3 basically all-day 
field trips per week in the spring. 
NOAA Coastal Habitat Restoration and Resilience Grant - Rodeo Living Shoreline planning, 
underserved community organizing, $100K 
Bay Area IRWM - Ambrose Recreation and Park District, partnering with Hyphae and John Steere at 
Contra Costa County, do Green Infrastructure at Ambrose Community Park. Bioswales, rain gardens, 
permeable pavement, etc. $1 million 
Strategic Growth Council - with The Watershed Project. Partnering with Hyphae. Coalition building 
around Riverview Middle School, the school garden, and the adjacent creek.  $50K 
CA Coastal Commission - Whale Tail grant. Environmental education. Looking to do a Watershed tour. 
Maybe focused on native plants, including eelgrass and algae at the shoreline.  

. 
 
Walter Pease Adjourned the Meeting at 10:01 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, Patty Pell, Clerk of the Board, CCRCD 
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08:45:05 From Allen Curry to Everyone:

        Going into another meeting. I have to drop off.  Have a great day and thanks for having me.
09:00:28 From John Cain to Everyone:

        I just watched the movie Dark Waters about the lawyer that fought Dupont on PFOS and other forever chemicals.  
Entertaining, informative, and inspiring.  You can find it on Amazon Prime.
09:07:39 From John Cain to Everyone:

        Bob, I would welcome an opportunity to discuss the water temperature, flow augmentation, fish survival issue.
09:23:24 From Bob Peoples to Everyone:

        Johnâ€”Give me a call 703-975-9356.
09:28:12 From Bob Peoples to Everyone:

 Bethallynâ€”Is the problem with xeric plants the nutrients in secondarily treated water rather than the salts?
09:31:17 From Michael McGill to Everyone:

 Thank you all.  I will drop off now but very much appreciate talking to all of you; look forward to meeting in 
person.
09:56:57 From Lorena Castillo to Everyone:

 Sad to see you go
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