
Latinxs	and	Hispanics	in	
Mathematical	Sciences	

Lathisms	was	founded	in	2016	in	order	to	showcase	the	contributions	of	Latinx	and	Hispanic	mathematicians	during	Hispanic	Heritage	
Month,	which	is	celebrated	in	the	United	States	from	September	15	and	October	15	every	year.	During	this	time,	we	feature/reveal	a	
prominent	Latinx/Hispanic	mathematician	daily.	See	all	the	featured	mathematical	scientists	at LATHISMS.ORG.	

Thanks	to	the	American	Mathematical	Society	and	the	Mathematical	Association	of	America	for	support	of	Lathisms.	

	
	
“A	month	of	“Hispanic	Heritage”	
reflects	how	much	more	work	we	
need	to	do	to	honor	our	people.	
Hispanic	is	a	word	invented	by	the	
US	Census	Bureau	to	count	bodies.	
There	is	no	country/nation	that	is	
Hispania	and	no	peoples	who	
originally	referred	to	themselves	as	
Hispanics.	Creating	a	category	based	
solely	on	Spanish	language	erases	
our	original	connections	to	land	and	
the	Indigenous	languages	we	
speak/spoke.	“Hispanic”	also	hides	
the	fact	that	some	of	us	have	been	
historically	oppressed	on	these	lands	
while	others	have	come	with	
privilege	and	resources	to	the	US.	
Even	so,	the	month	gives	us	a	chance	
to	reclaim	our	histories	by	practicing	
and	developing	mathematics	in	ways	
that	are	true	to	our	people	and	our	
ways	of	knowing.	It	reminds	me	of	a	
Mexican	proverb	upon	which	I	was	
raised:	Quisieron	enterrarnos	sin	
saber	que	éramos	semilla.”	

Rochelle	Gutiérrez	
I	identify	as	Chicanx	(Latinx)	and	Rarámuri.	

Originally	from	San	José,	California,	Rochelle	Gutiérrez	grew	up	in	a	Chicanx	activist	family	where	she	learned	the	

value	of	hard	work,	perseverance,	and	union	organizing	from	her	father	who	was	an	electrician.	She	gained	the	art	of	

“creative	insubordination”	from	her	mother	who	held	herself	to	a	high	ethical	standard	when	advocating	for	students	

in	the	community	college	system	and	the	broader	Latinx	community,	especially	farm	workers	and	those	who	are	un-

documented.	Gutiérrez	began	her	career	at	Stanford	University,	where	she	studied	biology.		She	completed	her	gradu-

ate	studies	at	the	University	of	Chicago,	where	she	was	awarded	a	Spencer	Foundation	Dissertation	fellowship	and	

graduated	with	distinction.	A	few	years	later,	she	became	a	National	Academy	of	Education/Spencer	Post-doctoral	

Fellow.	She	is	Professor	of	Curriculum	and	Instruction	at	the	University	of	Illinois	at	Urbana-Champaign	where	she	

has	worked	since	1996.	As	a	Fulbright	scholar,	she	studied	secondary	mathematics	teachers	in	Zacatecas,	México,	

where	she	documented	cultural	practices	and	algorithms	used	in	Mexican	classrooms.	Gutiérrez	is	most	known	for	

her	theories	on	equity	and	research	on	the	political	nature	of	mathematics/teaching,	work	that	garnered	her	the	Ex-

cellence	in	Research	Award	from	the	Association	of	Mathematics	Teacher	Educators.	She	was	a	featured	speaker	in	

the	March	for	Science,	and	TODOS	Mathematics	for	All	awarded	her	the	Iris	M.	Carl	Equity	and	Leadership	Award	for	

her	commitment	to	serving	historically	oppressed	students	in	mathematics.	Gutiérrez	is	a	Science	for	the	People	fel-

low,	where	she	models	practices	and	creates	resources	for	others	who	want	to	cultivate	a	mathematics	that	is	“by	the	

people,	for	the	people.”	Before	and	throughout	graduate	school,	she	taught	middle	and	high	school	mathematics	to	

adolescents	in	East	San	José,	California.	In	her	free	time,	she	is	a	board	game	geek,	sews	old	clothing	into	new	objects,	

teaches	power	yoga,	and	agitates	for	change	with	respect	to	local	politics.	

Rochelle	Gutiérrez	is	an	internationally	known	scholar	who	interrogates	the	unearned	privilege	that	mathematics	

holds	in	society	and	the	roles	that	race,	class,	language,	and	gender	play	in	teaching	and	learning	mathematics	so	as	to	

open	up	new	possible	relationships	among	living	beings,	mathematics,	and	the	planet.	Through	in-depth	analyses	of	

effective	teaching/learning	communities	and	longitudinal	studies	of	developing	and	practicing	secondary	teachers,	

her	work	challenges	deficit	views	of	students	who	are	Latinx,	Black,	and/or	Indigenous	and	unearths	some	of	the	

structural	sources	for	inequality.	Her	research	suggests	that	beyond	content	knowledge,	pedagogical	knowledge,	or	

knowledge	of	diverse	students,	teachers	need	“political	conocimiento”	to	help	them	navigate	high	stakes	testing,	chal-

lenges	from	parents	or	administrators,	and	other	power	issues	that	arise	on	an	everyday	basis.	Her	current	research	

projects	include:	theorizing	the	roles	of	mathematics	in	relation	to	power,	identity,	the	body,	and	authority	in	society;	

supporting	mathematics	teachers	who	engage	their	students	in	rigorous	and	creative	mathematics	and	who	are	com-

mitted	to	social	justice;	and	documenting	moments	of	"nepantla"	(contradictions	and	multiple	realities)	and	“creative	

insubordination”	in	the	everyday	practices	of	mathematics	educators.	Gutiérrez	coined	the	phrases	“political	conoci-

miento,”	“rehumanizing	mathematics,”	and	“living	mathematx”	to	encourage	the	field	to	move	beyond	issues	of	access	

and	achievement	to	more	deeply	consider	identity,	power,	and	our	relationships	with	each	other,	including	lands,	ani-

mals,	plants,	and	bodies	of	water.		


