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Sylvia Celedén-Pattichis was born in Salinefio, Texas, and was raised in Miguel Aleman, Tamaulipas, México,
until she was 8 years old. Her family moved to California for one year; then they settled in Rio Grande City,
Texas. Since a young age, she was a member of her father’s conjunto (a musical group), Valerio Celed6n y Su
Conjunto, where she played the tambourines and later the guitar to help the family make a living. When her
family moved to California, she was labeled English as a Second Language (ESL). This label followed her until
ninth grade, when her ESL teacher encouraged her to try College Prep English. By default, this new placement
changed her life and her path to pursue college level coursework in high school. She learned English as a se-
cond language and maintained her first language, Spanish. Her upbringing has been primarily in the border-

lands of Texas and Mexico. Her work has made contributions to New Mexico and beyond.
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Lathisms was founded in 2016 in order to showcase the contributions of Latinx and Hispanic mathematicians during Hispanic Heritage
Month, which is celebrated in the United States from September 15 and October 15 every year. During this time, we feature/reveal a
prominent Latinx/Hispanic mathematician daily. See all the featured mathematical scientists at LATHISMS.ORG.
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