Latinxs and Hispanics in

Mathematical Sciences

“As a mathematics graduate
student I often wondered
why all Latino
mathematicians came from
foreign countries. I am happy
that today many of us are
domestic.”

Richard Tapia

Richard Tapia was born in Los Angeles, California to parents who immi-
grated from Mexico. In 2010 he was awarded the National Medal of Sci-
ence, the highest honor bestowed by the United States government on sci-
entists and engineers. He is a mathematician in Rice University 's Compu-
tational and Applied Mathematics Department and holds the rank of Uni-
versity Professor, the university’s highest academic title awarded to only
seven individuals in the university’s history. Among his numerous other
honors is the National Science Board’s Vannevar Bush Award and election
to the National Academy of Engineering, the first Hispanic to receive
these honors. He holds honorary doctorates from Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity, Colorado School of Mines, University of Nevada, Claremont Grad-
uate University, Portland State University, and the University of Rhode Is-
land. Two professional conferences have been named in his honor: the
Richard Tapia Celebration of Diversity in Computing Conference and the
Blackwell-Tapia Mathematics Conference. Tapia served on the National
Science Board from 1996-2002. Because of his leadership, Rice University
is recognized as a national leader in the preparation of women and un-
derrepresented minority doctoral degree recipients in science, engineer-
ing, and mathematics.

Richard's research interests are in the areas of theoretical and computa-
tional optimization. In a current paper he has demonstrated that three
well-known algorithms for the algebraic eigenvalue problem can be
viewed as somewhat standard applications of Newton’s method from op-
timization theory. His next paper will be a completion of Euler’s approach
to the classical isoperimetric problem.

Lathisms was founded in 2016 in order to showcase the contributions of Latinx and Hispanic mathematicians during Hispanic Heritage
Month, which is celebrated in the United States from September 15 and October 15 every year. During this time, we feature/reveal a
prominent Latinx/Hispanic mathematician daily. See all the featured mathematical scientists at LATHISMS.ORG.
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