
Latinxs	and	Hispanics	in	
Mathematical	Sciences	

Lathisms	was	founded	in	2016	in	order	to	showcase	the	contributions	of	Latinx	and	Hispanic	mathematicians	during	Hispanic	Heritage	
Month,	which	is	celebrated	in	the	United	States	from	September	15	and	October	15	every	year.	During	this	time,	we	feature/reveal	a	
prominent	Latinx/Hispanic	mathematician	daily.	See	all	the	featured	mathematical	scientists	at LATHISMS.ORG.	

Thanks	to	the	American	Mathematical	Society	and	the	Mathematical	Association	of	America	for	support	of	Lathisms.	

	
	
“I	am	proud	to	share	in	a	
tradition	of	scholarship	that	
stretches	over	400	years	as	a	
graduate	of	Universidad	
Nacional	de	Córdoba,	which	was	
founded	in	1613.	Needless	to	say,	
everything	is	so	different	in	the	
US,	including	research,	
mentoring	and	teaching	styles.	
Combining	these	different	
cultures	has	greatly	enriched	me,	
as	a	mathematician	and	as	a	
person,	and	I	am	delighted	to	be	
able	to	celebrate	Hispanic	
Heritage	Month	with	the	
mathematical	community”	

Laura	Matusevich	
Laura	was	born	in	Córdoba,	Argentina.	She	did	her	undergraduate	degree	
at	Universidad	Nacional	de	Córdoba.	She	then	obtained	a	PhD	in	2002	
from	the	University	of	California	at	Berkeley,	under	the	supervision	of	
Bernd	Sturmfels.	After	postdoctoral	appointments	at	the	Mathematical	
Sciences	Research	Institute	and	Harvard	University,	she	moved	to	the	
University	of	Pennsylvania	for	a	tenure-track	position.	She	and	her	hus-
band	were	able	to	finally	solve	their	three-year,	bicoastal	two-body	prob-
lem	at	Texas	A&M	University,	where	they	have	been	since	2005.	She	has	
held	an	NSF	Postdoctoral	Research	Fellowship,	and	an	Alfred	P.	Sloan	Re-
search	Fellowship.	Most	recently	she	was	honored	to	deliver	an	invited	
address	at	the	AMS	Spring	Sectional	Meeting	in	2016.	

Laura	studies	hypergeometric	functions	and	differential	equations	using	
analytic,	algebraic,	and	combinatorial	tools.	Since	hypergeometric	sys-
tems	depend	on	parameters,	a	major	goal	is	to	understand	the	effect	of	
parameter	variation	on	the	solutions	of	such	systems.	It	turns	out	that	ge-
neric	parameters	usually	present	a	uniform	behavior,	and	thus	her	main	
contributions	have	focused	on	understanding	what	happens	at	special	pa-
rameters.	Along	the	way,	she	has	developed	a	strong	interest	in	combina-
torial	commutative	algebra,	especially	the	combinatorics	of	binomial	pri-
mary	decomposition.	
	


