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Language Reversal 

Conceived and Directed by Aaron Landsman
with Kulturanova, Serbia

Co-commissioned by ASU Gammage

Additional funding provided by  
The Trust For Mutual Understanding and 

a Foundation For Contemporary Arts’ Emergency Grant 

Live video production by CultureHub

Co-Authored with Clarinda Mac Low (dramaturg) 
Johanna S. Meyer (choreographer) 

 
Uros Mladenovič and Jelena Galovič (performers, Serbia) 

Jesse Koehler and Ogemdi Ude (performers, US) 
Visnja Obradovic (on video), Flako Jimenez (on video)

 
Stage Assistants: Kyle Berlin, Jake Denney

 
Guest Artists: Geoffrey Jackson Scott, Nicky Paraiso,  
George Emilio Sanchez, Tylor Diaz and Tiffany Zorrilla.



Aaron Landsman is a theater artist, performer and teacher. His work 
includes site-specific productions in the kinds of places where people 
perform their lives: homes, offices, buses and meeting rooms, as well as 
more traditionally staged works. Aaron is a 2017-18 Guggenheim Fellow 
in Theater, a former Arts Fellow and current Visiting Lecturer at Princeton, 
and the 2013-15 Gammage resident artist at ASU Gammage. His recent 
projects have been presented in New York at Abrons Art Center, The 
Chocolate Factory Theater, and HERE Art Center. From 2012-14 his 
participatory theater work City Council Meeting, created with Mallory 
Catlett and Jim Findlay, was presented in Houston, Tempe, New York, 
San Francisco and Keene, NH, with funds from NPN, NEFA’s National 
Theater Project, MAP, Jerome and LMCC. He is currently in year two of a 
20-year art and activism project about gentrification called Perfect City, 
which is funded by LMCC, the Rubin Foundation, Graham Foundation, 
Abrons Arts Center, and 200+ Kickstarter donors. His 2008 work Open 
House was commissioned by The Foundry Theatre and presented in 24 
NYC homes, and has since been remounted in Serbia, Norway, Arizona 
and Morocco. His earlier work was presented at PS122, Dixon Place, 
Movement Research, DiverseWorks (Houston), and Fusebox (Austin). 
He has taught at Juilliard, NYU, and Bard, and guest lectured at many 
schools. He co-created and continues to teach professional development 
workshops through the Creative Capital Foundation. As an actor Aaron 
performed with Elevator Repair Service for many years, and has also 
appeared with Richard Maxwell, Tory Vazquez, Johanna S. Meyer, Julia 
Jarcho and Andea Kleine. His writing is published or forthcoming in 
Theater, The Village Voice, Painted Bride Quarterly and other journals.

Clarinda Mac Low started out working in dance and molecular biology 
and now creates participatory installations and events that investigate 
social constructs and corporeal experience, with a recent concentration 
on climate change. She is also Executive Director of Culture Push, an 
experimental organization that links artistic practice, social justice, and 
civic engagement, a co-founder of Works on Water, an organization that 
supports artists working with water as site and material, and a medical 
journalist specializing in HIV/AIDS. Grants and honors include a BAX 
Award in 2004, a Foundation for Contemporary Arts grant, 2007 and a 
2010 Franklin Furnace Fund for Performance Art grant. Mac Low holds 
a BA, double major in Dance and Molecular Biology, from Wesleyan 
University and an MFA in Digital and Interdisciplinary Arts Practice from 
CCNY-CUNY. She currently teaches at NYU (ITP) and at CCNY-CUNY. 
clarindamaclow.com



Johanna S. Meyer is a choreographer/performer/educator. She has 
created over 21 pieces.  Her last show piece.piece (2015) was performed 
at the Gibney Dance Center. Over the years, she has collaborated 
with: Nami Yamamoto, Alexandra Hartmann, Maja Rajenovich, Ahalya 
Satkunaratnam, and Siri og Snelle. Meyer has worked for theater 
directors: Andrea Stover, Juliana Francis, Ken Nintzel, Tory Vazquez, 
Rich Maxwell, Robert Cucuzza, DJ Mendel, and Talking Band. Meyer is 
making an evening-length show for February 2019.

Jesse Koehler is a Brooklyn based actor, playwright, and collaborator. 
He has an undergrad degree from Sarah Lawrence College where he 
mainly worked on devised and ensemble based productions. He has 
also been lucky enough to study abroad with BADA, The Moscow Art 
Theatre School, and La MaMa Umbria. In the past year he has worked 
with/at Immediate Medium, Rat Queen Theatre Company, Fresh Ground 
Pepper Company, The Collapsable Hole, and Dixon Place. Recent 
credits include working as the assistant director on Immediate Medium’s 
workshop production of Billy The Bomber by MarySue Price, George 
Tesman in Hedda Gabler at the Dyckman Farmhouse, and sneaking his 
physical movement clown work into his friend’s monthly backyard dance 
show.

Ogemdi Ude is a Harlem based Nigerian-American choreographer, 
director, community organizer, and performer. Her work is interdisciplinary, 
intertwining movement, sound, and visual art to investigate themes 
of blackness, culture, and memory. Her practice is grounded in her 
academic work in Afrofuturism and black performance theory. This 
extends to exploring performance as a liberatory and healing practice for 
black communities. She has worked and trained in Berlin, Vienna, and 
Melbourne and with choreographers including Maria Scaroni, Thomas 
DeFrantz, Melanie Lane, and Prue Lang and directors Lear deBessonet 
and Laurie Woolery. Her most recent work includes: Hiatus, commissioned 
by Elizabeth Streb’s SLAM Emerging Artist Commissioning Program 
and pace, commissioned by Princeton University. She also serves as 
Community Coordinator for the Public Works initiative at the Public 
Theater. She graduated Magna Cum Laude with a BA in English, Theater, 
and Dance from Princeton University in 2016. 



Uros Mladenovic is an actor and youth worker. He finished the Academy 
of Arts in Novi Sad in the class of professor Ljuboslava Majera in 2013, 
and master studied with Professor Haris Pašović in 2014. He enrolls 
doctoral studies in dramatic and audiovisual arts in 2015. Since 2018, a 
certified youth worker has passed a university course “Leadership and 
Development Youth Work” under the Jönköping University (Sweden) 
program, implemented by the Center for Youth Work, Novi Sad. Since 
2014 he has been working with young people and has been leading the 
youth theater in Paracin. The following year he founded the Teleport 
Theater, which deals with youth artistic education, and plays plays for 
young people in various cities in Serbia. In 2017, he became a member 
of the Association of Kulturans in Novi Sad, where he works as an artistic 
director. He is currently a coordinator or participant in four regional 
theater projects involving youth work. He also participated in European 
art projects as a member of the Kulturanova: art interventions, feelms 
for creativity. Since 2017, he has also conducted a youth theater scene 
in Cuprija and works with young people every three weeks in three 
different cities. As an actor, plays at the Serbian National Theater, Bitef 
Theater, Cultural center of Paracin, Academy of Arts Novi Sad, as well as 
in independent productions. He starred two roles in the film, and two in 
television series. Laureat Prize for Little Prince for outstanding results in 
the field of drama art, awards for acting at the festival of new theatrical 
forms, as well as awards for best direction at the festival of youth theaters.
His hobby is orienteering, he likes to travel and play social games.

Jelena Galovic was born and raised in Novi Sad, second biggest city 
in Serbia. When she was little she would spend her free time in theatre 
watching rehearsals with her grandmother who was a leading lady of 
Serbian Nation Theatre in Novi Sad. Jelena fell in love with the magic that 
is theatre and everything about it. But as a teenager she was insecure 
and lacked courage to stand on stage and give her all. After high school 
she went trough little soul searching and decided to try for the Academy 
of arts to avoid looking back in life and regretting not even trying. Maybe 
she didn’t believe in her self at that time but others saw her and all she 
had to bring to the stage. Since than she has worked in the theatre mostly 
and little in film and gone trough many daily jobs to support herself while 
pursuing her dream. Lately she’s trying to get more socially involved 
because basic human right are being broken everyday in her city and the 
country and it’s pissing her off badly!



Višnja Obradović has graduated acting from Academy of Arts in 
Novi Sad. Through the years she has been performing on the stages 
of  Serbian National Theater Novi Sad, Youth Theater in Novi Sad, The 
National Theater Sombor, etc. Currently she is a memeber of  ensemble 
of Serbian National Theatre in Novi Sad.where she perform numerous 
roles. ( Zozefina, The walking ghost D. Dukovski, dir. A. Popovski; Lotika, 
The bridge on the Drina, I. Andric, dir. K. Mladenovic; Anatomy lesson D. 
Kish, dir. A. Urban; Open house Aaron Landsman, dir. V. Obradovic/A. 
Landsman; Nana, Leave a message, V. Ognjenovic, dir. V. Ognjenovic; 
Rozaura, The servent of two masters K. Goldoni, dir. B. Lijesevic, Maria 
Vasnjecova, Heart of a dog, M. Bulgakov, dir. R. Milenkovic and more then 
twenty more performances) She is also known for some movies (Golden 
league, Apofenija, More then a Game) an TV serias (Mixed marriage, 
Jagodici) etc. She won several awards during the studies and Special 
award for acting in the movie Golden league in Cinemacity festival in 
Novi Sad.

Modesto Flako Jimenez is a Dominican-born, Bushwick-raised theater 
maker, producer, and educator. HOLA Best Ensemble Award Winner for 
2015. ATI Best Actor Award Winner for 2016. HOLA Outstanding Solo 
Performer for 2017, NY Times and Wall Street Journal profiled. Flako 
is best known for original productions and three signature festivals 
– Ghetto Hors D’Oeuvres, One Catches Light, and Oye! Avant Garde 
Night! – produced with his company Oye Group. Flako has appeared 
on TEDxBushwick, Early Shaker Spirituals (Wooster Group), Last Night 
At The Palladium (Bushwick Starr/3LD), Yoleros (Bushwick Starr/IATI 
theater), Conversations Pt.1: How To Make It Black In America (JACK). 
Take Me Home (3LD/ Incubator Arts Project), Richard Maxwell’s Samara 
(Soho Rep.), Kaneza Schaal’s Jack &. (BAM/On The Boards). Modesto 
received the 2016 Princess Grace Award Honorarium in Theater. In 2018 
he became the first Dominican-American Lead Artist in The Public Theater 
Under The Radar Festival with his show Oye For My Dear Brooklyn.



Association Kulturanova is a non-governmental, non-profit organisation 
founded for popularisation and affirmation of art and cultural spirit. It 
was founded in May 2001 in Novi Sad (the capital of Vojvodina, region in 
Serbia). Organization was founded as “umbrella” association of various 
non-formal independent art groups and individuals, young artists from 
Novi Sad. Organization’ focus is on development of urban youth culture 
and raising awareness on relevant social issues, with the vision of building 
creative platforms for youth in Novi Sad and in region.

The main fields of our work are:

1. festivals & events (culture)
2. lectures, conferences (human rights, youth policy)
3. workshops, seminars (education)

Kulturanova is very much concerned how art can effect environment 
and how can it benefit to local communities. Through our activities we 
are promoting cultural diversity and cultural tolerance and we see cultural 
rights as important part of human rights. We are doing most of our projects 
in partnership with many organisations from the region as well as from EU 
and doing this we are promoting fight against xenophobia and encouraging 
collaboration among different cultures.

CULTUREHUB 

Yarie Vazquez - Video Production (Serbia)
Sangmin Chae - Video Production (New York)
JaeJoung Jhang - Production Coordinator
Jesse Hu - Camera Operator
YoungIn Ha - Stage Assistant

CultureHub is a center for art and technology that connects communities 
around the world. To date, CultureHub has linked audiences with over 
500 artists from 30 countries through live performances, exhibitions, web-
based presentations, livestreams, and education programs. Founded in 
a partnership with La MaMa Experimental Theatre Club in New York City 
and the Seoul Institute of the Arts in Korea, CultureHub presents a regular 
season of public programming, including Refest 2.0, our annual festival; 
holds artists residencies; engages in research and development of creative 
technology; and creates educational programming that serves hundreds of 
teens and young adults annually, engaging the next generation of artists 
and creators.



La MaMa’s historic, landmark building at 74 East 4th Street is undergoing an urgently needed 
complete renovation and restoration to preserve the historic façade, create building-wide ADA 
accessibility, and provide much needed performance, exhibition and community space for decades 
to come.
 
La MaMa, founded by Ellen Stewart in 1961, has been on east 4th Street since 1967. La MaMa 
embraces every person in its community and is legendary as the place where new artists of all 
nations, cultures, races, and identities are given opportunities. It is the place where art begins. 
 
To learn more about the renovation, or to make a donation please visit www.lamama.org/remakeaworld

RESTORE A BUILDING 
REMAKE A WORLD

LA MAMA

Rendering: 74 East 4th St.
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La MaMa  
57th Season Sponsors:  
Ford Foundation and The Howard Gilman Foundation

 
 

Public support provided by: 
National Endowment for the Arts; National Historical Publications and Records Commission;
The New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, with 
special thanks to City Council Speaker, Corey Johnson, and Council members, Margaret 
Chin, Daniel Dromm, and Carlina Rivera; Office of the Manhattan Borough President; the 
New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo, and the 
New York State Legislature. 
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Anonymous 
Ford Foundation  
Howard Gilman Foundation 
New York City Department 
of Cultural Affairs 

$50,000-$99,999 
The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation Donald Capoccia/
Great Jones Realty, LLC 
The Harold and Mimi 
Steinberg Charitable Trust 
Julie & Bayard Henry 
Sarah & Seth Lederman 
National Historical 
Publications and Records 
Commission  
New England Foundation for 
the Arts 
New York State Council on 
the Arts 
Helen & Edward Nicoll/The 
Nicoll Family Fund 
The Shubert Foundation

$25,000-$49,999 
Frank Carucci & David Diamond 
Claudia Doring-Baez  
Kimberly Mariko Ima   
Leslie & Kenji Ima  
Japan Foundation/Performing 
Arts Japan   
Patricia Machado & Jeffrey 
Neuman/The Sequoia 
Foundation for Achievement in 
the Arts & Education   
Marta Heflin Foundation 
Mertz Gilmore Foundation 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Sonya H. Soutus

$10,000-$24,999 
The Achelis and Bodman 
Foundations  
William M. Carey/Cortland 
Associates, Inc.  
Con Edison  
Distracted Globe Foundation  
Ruth Epstein & Richard Pinner  

$10,000-$24,999  (cont.) 
The Fan Fox and Leslie R. 
Samuels Foundation  
The Gladys Krieble Delmas 
Foundation  
Jeff Haley  
The Jerome Robbins 
Foundation 
The Jim Henson Foundation 
Steven B. Malkenson 
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Lise Olney & Tim Fulham  
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The Spingold Foundation 
Darren Sussman 
Candice & Joel Zwick

$5,000-$9,999 
Scott Asen/Asen Foundation 
Eugene “the Poogene” Chai 
Karen Hauser & Warren 
Leight 

FY18 La MaMa Funders List 
La MaMa is deeply grateful to all of our friends and supporters whose generosity provides 
vital resources to our artists and diverse programming to our audiences. You can donate 
online at Lamama.org or send a check to La MaMa at 66 East 4th Street, New York, NY 
10003. 
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Goldstein Hall PLLC.
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To receive information regarding upcoming events at  
La MaMa or to make a donation,  please go to lamama.org

 
La MaMa, 66 East 4th St., New York, NY  10003

If You Like It, Share It
We want to hear from YOU! 
Search Facebook.com:

La mama experimentaL theatre cLub

 

Follow us on twitter @LAMAMAETC
Follow us on instagram @LAMAMAETC 

For tiCKets
Visit lamama.org or Call 212-352-3101

NOW PLAYING / COMING SOON
KINK HAÜS

September 20 - October 14, 2018 
The Downstairs

Wildflowers, a feminine genesis 
October 18 - 21, 2018 
Ellen Stewart Theatre

Poetry Electric - Keepers of the Flame
Monday, October 22, 2018 at 7:30pm 

The Downstairs

Call to Action
October 26 - 28, 2018 

The Downstairs

La MaMa Puppet Festival
November 1 - 25, 2018 

Ellen Stewart Theatre and The Downstairs

Coffeehouse Chronicles: Ralph Lee
Saturday, November 10, 2018 at 3pm 

The Downstairs


