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The many language components that unify  
into skilled reading and writing

(Wasowicz, 2021)

WRITTEN WORD RECOGNITION
 Phonological, Orthographic, and  

Morphological /Semantic Awareness  
(alphabetic principle, print concepts;  
phonemes, syllables, word stress; letter-sound  
relationships, orthographic patterns; morphemes,  
letter-meaning relationships...)

 Decoding  
(grapheme-to-phoneme mapping* with simultaneous  
engagement of phonological-orthographic-morphological 
systems) *mapping of phonemic, syllabic, and morphemic units

WRITTEN WORD PRODUCTION
 Phonological, Orthographic, and  

Morphological /Semantic Awareness  
(alphabetic principle, print concepts; phonemes, syllables, 
word stress; letter-sound relationships, orthographic patterns; 
morphemes, letter-meaning relationships...)

 Encoding  
(phoneme-to-grapheme mapping* with simultaneous engage-
ment of phonological-orthographic-morphological systems) 
*mapping of phonemic, syllabic, and morphemic units

 Transcription  
(handwriting/letter formation, keyboarding/letter selection...)

LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION
 Background Knowledge 

(facts, concepts, schemas...)

 Vocabulary 
(breadth & depth; definition, polysemy, related words...)

 Language Structures 
(phonology, morphology, word class, syntax, prosody...)

 Verbal Reasoning 
(connection of ideas; inference, prediction, metaphor...)

 Pragmatics 
(intended audience, purpose...)

 Literacy Knowledge 
(print concepts & conventions; text genre & structure...)

LANGUAGE EXPRESSION
 Background Knowledge 

(facts, concepts, schemas...)

 Vocabulary 
(breadth & depth; definition, polysemy, related words...)

 Language Structures 
(phonology, morphology, word class, syntax, prosody...)

 Verbal Reasoning 
(connection of ideas; inference, prediction, metaphor...)

 Pragmatics 
(intended audience, purpose...)

 Literacy Knowledge 
(print concepts & conventions; text genre & structure...)

The Language Literacy Network

The speech-to-print advantage
More complete transfer of learning from encoding to decoding
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Partial transfer of learning from decoding to encoding

Skilled Reading: 
Fluent execution and 
coordination of text 
comprehension and 
fully automatic word 
recognition

Skilled Writing: 
Fluent execution  
and coordination of 
written expression 
and fully automatic 
word production

The speech-to-print  
   advantage Higher  
      quality orthographic  
          representations
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The Language Literacy Network
Say Hello to the Reading Rope’s Better Half

Speech to Print + Multi-Linguistic + Meta-Linguistic =
Making a difference in student outcomes for oral and written language

Jan Wasowicz, Ph.D., CCC‐SLP, BCS‐CL 
Speech‐language Pathologist
ASHA Board Certified Specialist – Child Language

Licensed SLP and professional educator w/ multiple endorsements from 
the State Teacher Certification Board of Illinois

Licensed SLP, Florida

Founder & CEO, Learning By Design, Inc.

Author, SPELL‐Links to Reading & Writing

Inventor, Earobics

Lead Moderator, SPELLTalk

Introduction

Financial Interests

Dr. Wasowicz is founder & CEO of Learning By Design, publisher 
of SPELL‐Links products and services, including this webinar. 

Dr. Wasowicz receives salary from Learning By Design and 
royalties based on sales of SPELL‐Links products and services.

Dr. Wasowicz has an ownership interest in the company.

Disclosures Continue the Learning…

FREE listserv discussion group for researchers, 
educators, and other professionals dedicated to 

improving literacy through discussion of research and 
evidence‐based best practices
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Agenda

Brief review of the Simple View of Reading 
(SVR) and The Reading Rope

Introduction to The Language Literacy 
Network (TLLN)

Guided tour of TLLN

Practical implications of TLLN

The Simple View of Reading

The Simple View of Reading

Reading 
Comprehension

The ability to 
understand written

language

Word 
Recognition
The ability to 

transform print into 
spoken language

Language
Comprehension

The ability to 
understand spoken

language

The Reading Rope
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Infographic

“infographics, in a nutshell, bring together 
the best of data and visuals to craft a story.”

The Language Literacy Network

1. The TLLN provides a more complete view of literacy: 
Literacy is not just reading, but also writing.

The Language Literacy Network

2. The TLLN emphasizes reading and writing as language processes. 
At its core, reading and writing is language, the 
comprehension and expression of language in written form.

The Language Literacy Network

3. The TLLN presents a more current view of literacy and 
specifically with respect to word‐ level decoding and 
encoding:
• each is a multi‐linguistic/multi‐component process
• they share a reciprocal relationship
• advantages are provided by speech‐to‐print 

instruction
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The Language Literacy Network

4. The TLLN conveys these concepts in an infographic helps 
educators think about their practices and translate 
research into practice.

RR (2001) v. TLLN (2021)

Neural functional connectivity

RR  v. TLLN

Neural functional connectivity
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RR  v. TLLN

Neural functional connectivity

RR  v. TLLN

Neural functional connectivity

RR  v. TLLN

“Thus, it seems best that the SVR’s second 
component…be operationally defined as the 
abstraction or application of meaning via 
metalinguistic skills once decoding successfully 
occurs.”

Apel, 2021

RR  v. TLLN

Neural functional connectivity
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RR  v. TLLN

Neural functional connectivity

RR  v. TLLN

Neural functional connectivity

RR  v. TLLN

Reading Fluency =
Accuracy
Rate
Prosody

“Auto words”

Herron, 2021 

A R

P

Overview of Unique Elements

• Writing = the other half of 
literacy

• Top and bottom level processes 
are related with one another 
with a bidirectional, interactive 
relationship between reading 
and writing from early on 

• Connectionist model, dynamic 
interplay especially at the 
lexical / sub‐lexical levels

• Transfer of skills between 
encoding and decoding and the 
S2P advantage
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Reading & Writing

“…reading and writing…draw on largely shared processes and 
skills as well as unique processes and skills.

As such, reading and writing are dissociable but 
interdependent systems that have hierarchical, interactive, 

and dynamic relations. 

25 26
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Reading & Writing

“…The relation (between reading and writing) is stronger at the 
lexical level—word reading and spelling—than at the discourse 

level—reading comprehension and written composition.” 

29 30
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Putting Into Practice

Putting The Language Literacy Network 
into Practice

Think about and evaluate your current 
practices; use this more complete view of 
literacy to guide your practice. 

Putting Into Practice

Putting The Language Literacy Network 
into Practice

Literacy is not just reading, but also writing. 

High Leverage Move

33 34
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High Leverage Move

Putting The Language Literacy Network 
into Practice

At its core, reading and writing is language, the 
comprehension and expression of language in 
written form. If you’re not teaching the 
language of reading and writing, what are you 
teaching?

Putting Into Practice

High Leverage Move

Putting The Language Literacy Network 
into Practice

Being able to read words and being able to 
spell words are not identical processes and 
both have to be taught. 

Putting Into Practice

37 38
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High Leverage Move

Putting The Language Literacy Network into 
Practice

The reciprocal relationship of word-level reading 
(decoding) and spelling (encoding) is stronger in 
the spelling (speech-to-print) direction than in 
the reading (print-to-speech) direction. 
Leverage the speech-to-print advantage to 
maximize instructional minutes and achieve 
better outcomes for both.

Putting Into Practice

High Leverage Move

Putting The Language Literacy Network 
into Practice

Reading and writing are multi-component 
(multi-linguistic processes). There is a time and 
place for isolated practice, yes, but aim to 
simultaneously engage multiple components to 
facilitate functional connectivity.

Putting Into Practice
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High Leverage Move Q&A / Continue the Learning…

FREE listserv discussion group for researchers, 
educators, and other professionals dedicated to 

improving literacy through discussion of research and 
evidence‐based best practices

Go, and Make a Difference!

45 46
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