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W
hat is a RA

N
 B

oard?  
R

A
N

 is defined as how
 q

uickly readers are able to identify letters, digits, or 
im

ages. T
hese boards are charts that can be used to practice any item

s 
that need to be m

em
orized, such as letters, shapes, num

bers, or w
ords.  

 
In this packet you w

ill receive the follow
ing item

s: 
-

12 different RA
N

 (Rapid A
utom

atic N
am

ing) B
oards using the D

olch 
Pre-Prim

er, Prim
er, F

irst, S
econd and T

hird G
rade lists plus N

ouns.  
-

C
olor C

oded F
lash cards for each RA

N
 board.  

-
Recording S

heet for each RA
N

 B
oard that can be used up to 3 tim

es 
(giving the student 3 chances/tim

es to im
prove their tim

e/speed) w
ith 

a place for notes.  
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DAY 1
Read for joy. Design a 
play activity to go with it 
using art strategies later 
in the day to engage.

DAY 2
Skills We Know  
& Rehearsal

DAY 3
Word Study &
Rehearsal

Choose an exciting book, poem 
or excerpt.
Display text and pictures.
Model very best reading.
Define unusual words.

Model-read it again.
Point out skills we have learned 
– alphabet, sight words, 
punctuation, print concepts.

Model-read it again with the 
class. Point out the high lights 
of your model reading. Point out 
the Word Study skills we have 
learned – syllables, rhymes, 
spelling, blends etc.

Ask children to echo-read favourite parts after you.
Act out sentences.
Decide on props and artifacts.
Children bring props from home.
Celebrate!

Use the props and artifacts this time.
Rehearse with echo reading, choral reading 
and assigning group roles (girls, boys, different 
clothing colours etc).
Debrief how you did and how it might have gone 
better.

Choral read the passage as a whole class. 
Stop at each line to discuss how it might be 
improved.
Plan how the children will stand for rehearsal and 
how they will use their props when performing.

SHARED READING LESSON FLUENCY DEVELOPMENT LESSON

MERGE SHARED READING AND FLUENCY DEVELOPMENT  
FOR POWERFUL RESULTS
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DAY 4
Comprehension
& Rehearsal

DAY 5
Performance & the 
Audience

DAY 6
…extend as desired

Choral read the passage together 
this time. Practice comprehension 
skills most appropriate – setting, 
theme, plot, predictions, 
connections, inferring.

The Big Day: Our Last Rehearsal.
Have the children compliment  
each other – one compliment to 
each other in pairs then share to 
make sure everyone feels good.

Rehearsal:
Assign roles; practice use of props and artifacts; 
practice body placement; practice drama and action.
Choose the rehearsal audience and set time and 
place (the janitor, secretary, principal, a parent’s 
meeting, the superintendent etc).

The Big Day: Our Performance
Keep track of the video performance of the children 
so you have a record of their growth over the course 
of the year and regular reports to send home.  
PM Benchmarks result may triple (according to 
Rasinski’s data and experience).

Sometime children become so engaged you may want to repeat the reading, find texts by 
the same author or genre, move into a related classroom theme for a week on the same 
topic, turn it into an art project, teach younger classes what they learned, join with other 
teachers and hold a performance assembly! This could be an endless literacy celebration!

SHARED READING LESSON FLUENCY DEVELOPMENT LESSON

MERGE SHARED READING AND FLUENCY DEVELOPMENT  
FOR POWERFUL RESULTS
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STUDENT’S  NAME

Teacher’s Chart
Class

Date

Expression and Volume

ASSESSING READING FLUENCY
M u l t i - D i m e n s i o n a l  R e a d i n g  F l u e n c y  S c a l e  

Please reference the accompanying TEACHER’S RESOURCE MANUAL: UNDERSTANDING AND ASSESSING FOUNDATIONAL LITERACY SKILLS 
for an understanding of the role these skills play in literacy development and simple instructions for assessing each child’s stage of development. Reading Essentials SECTION 1-D
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(minimal disruption while reading)

Source: Training Teachers to Attend to their Student’s Oral Reading Fluency: J. Zutell & T. Rasinski, 1991, Theory Into Practice  |  © Early Learning Circle Charts: Fluency and Comprehension  

ASSESSING READING FLUENCY
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STUDENT’S  NAME

Teacher’s Chart
Class

Date

Making
Connections

PRIMARY READING COMPREHENSION RUBRIC

Please reference the accompanying TEACHER’S RESOURCE MANUAL: UNDERSTANDING AND ASSESSING FOUNDATIONAL LITERACY SKILLS 
for an understanding of the role these skills play in literacy development and simple instructions for assessing each child’s stage of development. Reading Essentials SECTION 1-D
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Comprehension
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© 2018  Early Learning Inc.

PRIMARY READING COMPREHENSION RUBRIC
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PRIMARY

Fluency Skills 
Every Week: Teach and Practice 

1. Expression and Volume  
Do you read with expression and 
volume as if you were telling a story 
to a friend?  

2. Phrasing 
Do you read paying attention to 
what the punctuation tells you? 
Do you cluster words so you can 
breathe as necessary?
Do you use the tone or feeling that 
fits the story? 

3. Smoothness 
Do you read with some natural breaks? 
Do you self-correct when experiencing 
difficulty with words or sentence 
structures? 

4. Pace 
Do you read with a regular tempo 
as if you were telling the story 
to a friend? 
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KINDERGARTEN TO GRADE 5

Daily Read-Alouds and Fluency: A Perfect Partnership 

Integrate Daily Read-Alouds and Fluency Development Skills 

Monday  
• Choose an exciting book or poem.
• Model exemplary reading displaying text and pictures.
• Discuss unusual words and props for Friday’s 

presentation. 
• Echo-read or choral-read parts. 

Tuesday  
• Read the text again.
• Examine Foundational Skills (alphabet, sight words, 

punctuation and print concepts). 
• Practice echo-reading and choral reading.
• Assign roles to small groups. 

Wednesday  
• Review one of the comprehension skills.
• Practice applying the comprehension skill 

considering the text.
• Practice echo and choral reading to prepare for the 

Friday presentation. 

Thursday  
• Define and discuss unusual words from the text.
• Review previously taught word study skills.
• Conduct a formal rehearsal for Friday with roles and 

props assigned. 
• Practice with drama and expression. 

Friday  
• Performance Time!
• Choose your audience.
• Debrief after the performance. 
“What could we have done better?” 

Watch Reading levels and Fluency Blossom! 

Dr. Tim Rasinski’s Daily Fluency Strategy 



 
 

 
 

The Power of Poetry  
Mentor Texts 

Reading AND Writing 
 

What is a mentor text and why use them? 
Students learn more about reading and writing when we use mentor texts to 
explore how literacy works. Mentor texts can be exceptional children’s literature 
or poetry that gives your children clear and enjoyable examples of good writing 
they can read for pleasure – and to pinch and pilfer for their own writing. 
 
Mentor texts help us guide our children through rich literacy experiences that 
achieve two things: 

1. Provide vulnerable children with imaginary adventures and ideas, they may 
not have had previously – opening doors to new thinking, new vocabulary 
and new possibilities for further reading and writing. 

2. Provide us with the opportunity to practice the foundational skills we are 
teaching in the context of inspiring children’s literature – truly integrating 
all features of literacy instruction in meaningful ways. 

 

 



INTEGRATE 
DAILY READ-ALOUDS, FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS,   

FLUENCY AND WRITING 
A SIMULATION OF A WEEK IN YOUR CLASS 

 
TASK ONE (MONDAY)  15 MINUTES 
The teacher models reading the book or poem with best expression and fluency 
skills while displaying and discussing pictures. Choose a really good part that you 
will use in your Friday presentation. Read it together. Discuss possible props. 
 
TASK TWO (TUESDAY)  10 MINUTES 
The teacher asks the group to identify foundational skills they have learned or 
practiced that week – alphabet, sight words, rhyming words, phonological skills 
etc. Practice the part you will present friday. (echo read or choral read - practicing 
the four fluency skills). 
 
TASK THREE (WEDNESDAY)  10 MINUTES 
The teacher reviews the comprehensions skills with the class (chart) and chooses 
one or two skills to practice using the story. Practice the part you will present 
friday. (echo read or choral read - practicing the four fluency skills). 
 
TASK FOUR (THURSDAY)  10 MINUTES 
The teacher works with the class to identify new vocabulary to define, discuss, 
use in sentences and put on the word wall. Also find words that you might feature 
in word studies. Hold a rehearsal for your public presentation Friday; assign roles; 
plan props. 
 
TASK FIVE (FRIDAY)  10 MINUTES 
The teacher reminds the class about the four fluency skills and reminds them to 
do their best. The teacher leads the class in their performance. The class debriefs 
after to identify what they could do better. 
 



Parents & Family Members:

Every Child’s
First & Forever

Teachers

Strategy #1 Echo Reading
What is Echo Reading?
•	 The	parent	reads	a	sentence	to	their	child.
•	 The	child	‘echos’,	or	re-reads,	the	same	sentence	out	loud	trying	to	sound	

like	the	parent	did	–	same	tone,	same	volume	and	same	rhythm.

Why Echo Read with My Child?
•	 Practice	is	the	key	to	reading	success.	
•	 When	parents	read	just	one	sentence	and	have	children	read	the	sentence	

back	right	away,	they	are	modeling	good	reading	in	small	doses	and	
children	get	to	practice	in	short,	successful	spurts.

•	 Echo	reading	is	a	powerful	way	to	increase	your	child’s	reading	ability.



What do I need for Echo Reading with my child?
•		 A	parent	(or	grandparent,	guardian,	an	older	brother
	 or	sister,	or	any	loving	relative)	to	lead	the	echo	reading;
•		 A	book	or	poem	that	the	child	can	read	easily.

How do I Echo Read?
Sit	together	so	you	can	both	see	the	sentence.	Say:
1.		 I	will	read	a	sentence	out	loud.
2.		You	listen	carefully	to	the	words	and	how	I	read	them	with	good	expression.	

Follow	the	words	with	your	finger	as	I	read.
3.		You	read	the	sentence	out	loud	back	to	me	following	the	words	with	your	

finger.	As	you	read,	try	to	copy	how	I	read	it	with	expression.
4.		Continue	this	practice	for	5	to	10	minutes	or	until	the	child	loses	interest.

Tips for Parents
•		 If	your	child	has	trouble	copying	the	sentence	you	read,	it	is	okay
	 to	repeat	the	sentence	and	have	them	copy	it	several	more	times.
	 Remember	this	is	practice!	If	they	have	trouble	copying	too	many
	 sentences	you	may	need	to	try	with	an	easier	book.
•		 You	want	this	to	be	a	happy	experience	so	show	excitement	as	they	copy	your	

reading.	“Good	job!	Terrific!	Great	reading!	Well	done!”
•		 Point	out	exclamation	marks,	question	marks,	commas	and	periods	and	explain	

how	they	affect	how	you	read.
•		 Find	a	special	time	in	the	day	for	echo	reading.	Make	it	a	fun,	special	
	 experience	just	between	the	two	of	you.	Try	to	echo	read	several	
	 times	a	week.
•		 A	treat	at	the	end	would	probably	be	welcome!

© Produced by Dr. Janet N. Mort, Ph.D - Distribution is encouraged
Rasinski, T.V. & Young C. (2016). Tiered Fluency Instruction: Supporting Diverse Learners in Grades 2-5. Capstone Press. Joy   ful©  Literacy Interventions



Parents & Family Members:

Every Child’s 
First & Forever 

Teachers

Strategy #2 Paired Reading

What is Paired Reading?
•	 Paired	Reading	is	like	choral	reading	we	did	in	the	old	days	but	it	is	just	two	

people	–	an	adult	or	an	fluent	older	child	reading	with	a	young	child.	Another	name	
for	it	is	‘assisted	reading’	where	the	child	gets	one-on-one	help.	

•	 For	10	minutes	(or	as	much	as	the	child	enjoys),	the	two	readers	read	the	same	
print	at	the	same	time	together.

Why Pair Read with My Child?
•	 Practice	is	the	key	to	reading	success.	Research	is	clear	that	daily	paired	reading	

with	children	can	make	‘wow’	progress	in	every	area	of	their	reading	–	learning	
new	words,	fluency,	understanding	of	reading,	and	best	of	all	-	reading	success	
overall.

What do I need to Pair Read with my Child? 
•		 A	parent	(or	grandparent,	guardian,	an	older	brother
	 or	sister,	or	any	loving	relative)	to	lead	the	echo	reading;
•		 A	book	or	poem	that	the	child	can	read	easily.



How do I Pair Read with my child?
Sit	together	so	you	can	both	see	the	sentence.	
1.	 Let	the	child	choose	the	book	or	poem.	This	will	make	the	child	is	more	likely	to	

want	to	pair	read.	Check	to	be	sure	it	is	not	too	hard	for	them	to	read.
2.	 On	a	signal	from	the	leader,	begin	to	read	together.	Ask	the	child	to	follow	each	

word	with	a	finger.	The	leader	reads	slowly	enough	that	the	child	can	easily	keep	
up.	If	it	is	easy	for	the	child,	the	leader	can	speed	up.

3.	 If	the	reading	is	too	hard	for	the	child,	the	leader	can	read	louder	(which	will	help	
the	child)	and	slow	down	a	bit.	If	it	is	still	too	hard	the	leader	can	find	an	easier	
book).

4.	 Continue	this	practice	for	5	to	10	minutes	or	until	the	child	loses	interest.	
Remember	Paired	Reading	is	a	special	and	fun	experience	for	both	readers.

Tips for Parents
•	 If	your	child	makes	a	word	mistake	when	Paired	Reading	the	leader	points	to	

the	word,	says	the	right	word,	has	the	child	repeat	it,	but	don’t	stop.	At	the	end	
of	the	reading	go	over	the	ones	that	were	errors	and	practice	saying	them,	
repeating	them	and	talking	about	them.	The	leader	might	make	a	list	to	practice	
later.	Try	putting	it	on	the	fridge	for	lots	of	daily	practice.

•	 Remember	to	use	lots	of	expression
•	 You	want	this	to	be	a	happy	experience	so	show	excitement	as	they	copy	your	

reading.	“Good	job!	Terrific!	Great	reading!	Well	done!”
•	 Point	out	exclamation	marks,	question	marks,	commas	and	periods	and	explain	

how	they	affect	how	you	read.
•	 Find	a	special	time	in	the	day	for	Paired	Reading.	Make	it	a	fun,	special	

experience	just	between	the	two	of	you.	Try	to	Pair	Read	several	times	a	week.	
•	 A	treat	at	the	end	would	probably	be	welcome!

Joy   ful©  Literacy Interventions
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Parents & Family Members:

Every Child’s
First & Forever

Teachers

Strategy #3 Come Alive Reading
What is Come Alive Reading?
•	 In	schools	we	often	call	this	Reader’s	Theatre	but	you	can	do	it	at	home	

too	with	all	your	children	together	no	matter	what	grade	they	are	in	-	or	just	
one	child	because	you	will	be	the	main	reader.	

•	 You	can	bring	reading	and	drama	together	and	enjoy	each	other	as	you	do	
so.

Why use Come Alive Reading
•	 Come-Alive	Reading	is	a	fun	and	exciting	way	to	increase	reading	success	

and	keep	children	excited	about	reading.
•	 Research	tells	us	that	this	is	a	great	way	to	increase	fluency	in	reading.
•	 Fluency	is	also	one	of	the	most	important	skills	in	reading	success	in	

grades	3	to	12.	
•	 If	children	do	not	get	practiced	at	it	in	grades	K	to	3	they	will	struggle	more	

in	later	grades.



What do I need for Come Alive reading with my child?
•	 A	parent	(or	grandparent,	guardian,	an	older	brother	or	sister,	or	any	loving	

relative)	to	be	the	leader	of	Come-Alive	Reading;
•	 A	book	or	poem	that	has	interesting	characters	or	chants	in	it	that	children	

can	act	out.	This	book	does	NOT	have	to	be	a	book	your	child	can	read,	just	
a	book	you	can	read	comfortably	and	one	you	can	enjoy.	Choose	one	that	
will	be	exciting	for	your	child.	It	can	be	an	old	favourite	or	a	new	one	you	
have	found.	We	want	children	to	love	this	experience	with	you!	

How do I Come-Alive Read with my child/children?
•	 Practice	the	story	by	yourself	first	to	plan;	look	for	lines	the	character	says	

that	can	be	dramatized.	Look	for	lines	that	are	repeated	throughout	the	book	
or	poem	–	lines	that	the	children	might	enjoy	repeating.

•	 Invite	your	child	to	listen	to	you	read	the	whole	story	to	them	without	
stopping	for	discussion	or	questions.	Model	your	best	reading.

•	 Tell	the	children/child	you	need	them	to	help	you	make	the	reading	more	
exciting.	Ask	them	which	characters	they	liked	the	most	and	talk	about	why.

•	 Tell	them	you	are	going	to	read	the	main	part	of	the	story	but	you	need	them	
to	be	the	characters	as	you	meet	them	in	the	story.

•	 Read	the	story	again	slowly.	As	you	get	to	the	lines	said	by	a	character,	read	
the	line	to	the	child	then	ask	them	to	say	it	in	a	different	way	–	with	more	
expression;	the	way	the	character	is	feeling	(scared,	happy,	sad);	the	kind	of	
voice	the	character	might	use	(yelling,	whispering,	screaming);	the	pace	of	
the	reading	(slow,	fast,	halting).	Ask	them	to	practice	as	many	as	four	times	
until	you	are	all	satisfied.

•	 Ask	them	to	use	their	bodies	to	go	along	with	the	way	they	are	reading	
(face,	legs,	hands,	arm	actions).
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•	 When	you	feel	you	are	finished	with	the	story	or	poem	and	have	done	
your	best,	plan	a	performance	for	someone	else	in	your	home.	Perform	for	
someone	far	away	via	technology	if	you	can	do	it.

.	

Tips for Parents/Leaders
•	 If	you	have	more	than	one	child	and	they	are	in	different	grades	–	all	the	
better!	The	older	children	can	help	you	lead	the	reading.

•	 Poems	are	perfect	as	they	often	have	refrains;	you	can	read	the	main	part	
and	they	can	do	the	refrain.

•	 Remember	to	use	lots	of	expression.	This	helps	build	confidence	in	
reading	and	will	help	children	want	to	read	more.	Your	teachers	will	
appreciate	it	too;	this	is	one	of	the	skills	they	are	working	on	too.

•	 Children	love	to	perform	for	others	after	they	have	practiced.	You	might	
even	find	a	few	props	around	the	house	that	fit	with	the	story	or	poem.

Most of all laugh a lot, be silly and
encourage them to have fun as well!
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