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VISION

PLANE, AN INNOVATIVE
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURAL
STUDIOCOMMITTED TO
DELIVERING CREATIVE,
PROVOCATIVE, INSPIRING
AND SOCIALLY RELEVANT
SOLUTIONS FOR ALL OUR
CLIENTS.



creating stimulating, engaging spaces thataddress a variety of needs, including outdoor
learning, play, activity and socialisation, as well as quieter spaces for contemplation,
reflection and retreat.

Greater emphasis than ever before is being
placed on good landscape design in all
levels of education facilities, in recognition
of the importance of creating stimulating,
engaging spaces that address a variety of
needs, including outdoor learning, play,
activity and socialisation, as well as quieter
spaces for contemplation, reflection and
retreat.

The landscape must not only be functional
and robust to successfully accommodate
the intense, high use demands placed

on it, but must also create an attractive
setting and environment for the facility that
addresses the diverse needs of students,
teachers and visitors, including parents.
PLAN E has considerable experience

in designing beautiful, engaging and
functional environments across the full
range of education facilities, from child
care to primary and secondary schools and
tertiary campuses.

A collaborative design approach is essential
to ensure holistic, well-considered master
planning and design of the campus

that considers and addresses the site
conditions and context, social and cultural
influences and needs, the client and user
requirements, and budgetary constraints.
This approach is becoming increasingly
important with the growing trend to
integrate education facilities more into the
community and opening them for greater
community use.

Close coordination with the architect and
other consultants will result in a well-
integrated design where the architecture
and landscape work in harmony to create
a functional, seamless environment

that acknowledges and respects the
surrounding social, cultural and
built-form context.



BALDIVISSECONDARY
COLLEGE

SECTOR: EDUCATION

STATUS: COMPLETED 2013
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Astrong robustdesign,
inresponsetotheunique
architectural language of
the buildings
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The external landscape of Baldivis Senior
High School required a strong, robust
design in response to the unique and bold
architectural language of the buildings.
The theme of a “Native Forest Campus”
was created through the use of dense
native tree planting in a grid formation,
to frame and provide a “green” setting for
the Campus architecture, and to integrate
the school facility with its natural
dampland setting.

The external spaces comprise native
gardens, courtyards, seating nodes,
intensive landscape areas, parkland and
paths using feature planting to define the
main pedestrian entry points into the site.
A strong circulation hierarchy for the site
is established using linear and angular
paving patterns linking the main buildings
of the Campus, enhanced with amenity
and feature lighting, and robust furniture
design.

Within the internal courtyard and school
areas a series of formal Western Australian
native tree ‘bosques’ has been planted to
define outdoor space, create shade and
shelter, soften the impact of the buildings,
and to assist with ground-water absorption
as part of the overall sustainability
initiatives for the site.

Permaculture and horticultural practices
in courtyard areas take advantage of
captured stormwater in the creation of a
“living garden” in which students, staff and
visitors can enjoy learning opportunities
and become involved in the gardens and
landscape of the campus.
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BUTLER
COLLEGE

‘ SECTOR: EDUCATION

STATUS: COMPLETED 2006

The creation of a “central
spine”to define the major
circulation routeinabold
way, through the use of
geometric paving patterns
and avenues of deciduous
trees

This secondary education facility in the
northern suburbs of Perth incorporates
facilities for a variety of student needs,
including flexible play spaces, external
learning areas, spill-out zones, seating
opportunities, and a “chill-out” or “quiet”
area for the higher needs children.

A strong circulation hierarchy was
imperative to integrate the needs of the
variety of students anticipated to be
using the campus.

The design features a “Central Spine” to

define the major circulation route in a bold

way, through the use of geometric paving
patterns and avenues of deciduous trees.

Establishment of a vegetation “buffer”

to the perimeter of the site using WA
coastal species, to blend the site with

the surrounding coastal landscape was
achieved using informal mass planting of
trees and low native understorey within
an undulating dunal landform to buffer
the site from prevailing salt-laden winds.
This included revegetation of the existing
drainage easements in consultation with
the City of Wanneroo.
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EDITHCOWAN
UNIVERSITY -LIBRARY

’ SECTOR: EDUCATION

STATUS: COMPLETED 2012

Thearray of levels create
differentoutdoor rooms
that have been designed to
offer avariable protected
externalareathatis seen as
an extension of the internal
library space
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PLAN E was engaged to assist with the
new library complex on ECU'’s Joondalup
Campus. The landscape was designed to
intergrate with the existing themes and
material palettes of the site.

The Level 1 courtyard was designed to
create a strong landscape setting that
complemented the new library building,
with a series of raised timber seating
platforms, table facilities and other
informal meeting spaces designed on

different levels in response to the sunken

nature of the space.

The array of levels create different outdoor
rooms that have been designed to offer

a variable protected external area that is
seen as an extension of the internal library
space.
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ECU RECONCILIATION
ACTIONPLAN JOONDALUP

’ SECTOR: EDUCATION

‘ STATUS: ONGOING

alandscape design
thatreflectsthe unique
traditional Aboriginal
conceptof Welcometo Place
by invokingthe cleansing
symbolism ofthe smoking
ceremony.

As part of ECU's Reconciliation Action Plan,
prominent sites within the Joondalup and
Bunbury campuses have been designed
to provide a unique opportunity for all
people to learn about various aspects of
traditional Whadjuk Noongar knowledge.

The 14 timber totems pictured are jarrah
logs cut open to form an abstract book,
with one of the 14 Noongar language
groups etched on one side. The opposite
side of the jarrah log was to be carved
and engraved by the local language group
community that the totem represents,
these have finally been transported to
the local communities for the carvings
and are now installed back on site at ECU
Joondalup.

These amazing carvings show the diversity
of the different language groups and
communities in WA's South West.

PLAN E has worked closely the indigenous
staff of ECU’s Kurongkurl Katitjin, to
achieve landscape designs that reflect
unique traditional Aboriginal concepts.
Through the considered composition of
the designs with complimentary endemic
plantings, the resulting landscapes create
sculptural spaces that complement and
enhance the campus setting.

PLAN E has completed five RAP projects
at the ECU Joondalup Campus and one for
ECU Bunbury
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EDITHCOWAN
UNIVERSITY -BUILDINGB34

‘ SECTOR: EDUCATION

STATUS: COMPLETED 2012

Thespaceis punctuated
by atree grove thatemerges
fromthe ground-plane and
extendsthrough anopening
inthe podium structure
above.

The primary objectives of the landscape
treatment of Building 34 were to create
a highly aesthetic, comfortable and
functional environment, mitigating harsh

climatic conditions, and minimising
the recurrent expenditure through the
establishment of a low maintenance
landscape, particularly the use of an
efficient irrigation system throughout.

The location and orientation of Building
34 have resulted in the creation of
distinct landscape precincts, namely the
Forum, Market Place, North Entry Court,
Kurongkurl Katitjin Court, Northern Court,
Perimeter Landscape, and the Level 2
Podium. These zones are linked using

a consistent materials palette, thereby
creating a coherent and functional design,
whilst displaying their own character to suit
the individual forms and functions of each
space. Introduction of seating nodes and
umbrellas adjacent the Lecture Theatre
and near Building 5 courtyard creates
additional seating/gathering opportunities
for students and staff.

The Forum acts as a main focal point for
the site with outdoor theatre incorporating
stage and screen, terraced decking, open
lawn area and shade trees. Spotted Gums
planted at Level 1 and extending through
the opening in the podium deck, form one
of the distinct features of this space. The
forum is intended to provide students/staff
with a major day and night social gathering
space.

The Market Place comprises an open
flexible space that acts primarily as a
gathering and meeting place with access
to the building and external areas for the
majority of the time, yet has been designed
to accommodate a market function at set
times. The space is punctuated by a tree
grove that emerges from the ground-plane
and extends through an opening in the
podium structure above.
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MURDOCH UNIVERSITY
-BANKSIA COURT

’ SECTOR: EDUCATION

STATUS: COMPLETED 2014

Thelandscape design
philosophy forthe
redevelopmentofbanksia
courtatmurdoch university,
was to enhancethe
‘oncampus’experience of
staffand students, based
upon the abstraction of the
banksia specieswhich are
prevalenton site.

A key feature of Banksia Court was the
significant amount of existing trees (Marri's
and Banksia's) worthy of retention and
integration into a structured thematic
planting plan. The planting plan was
intended to showcase the unique Western
Australian Banksia's form, texture and

vegetation associations to maximum effect.

The central destination / meeting point
which included a shade structure and
informal seating opportunities, was to
reflect Murdoch University's unique design
aesthetic in the development of themes
and artworks that referenced the remnant
pockets of existing vegetation.

The surface treatments upon the ground
plane, the built form of the structures

and the spatial arrangement of artworks
provide opportunities for the thematic links
to become integrated into the landscape.

The idea of ‘discovery’ was explored
through artwork, signs and experience,
with the division of mass planted

terraced areas through secondary paths
and pockets of feature planting. Whilst
developing the landscape master plan for
the site, the safety of users was paramount
in relation to sightlines, visual permeability,
lighting and fencing, particularly regarding
security for users after hours.
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ST JOHNS PRIMARY SCHOOL,
SCARBOROUGH

SECTOR: EDUCATION

STATUS: COMPLETED 2017

PLAN E conducted a lengthy

consultation process with
theschoolto develop a
designthattransformed

the poorly utilised area into

adynamicand interactive
climbing, exploration
and play space.
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In 2015 PLAN E was commissioned by

St Johns Primary School to undertake a
redesign of the early childhood grounds
to create a new outdoor play and learning
environment for their students. The
existing site was severely compromised

by dramatic changes in level, rendering
many spaces unusable, and contained
outdated “static play” elements that lacked
inspiration and curtailed imagination.

PLAN E conducted a lengthy consultation
process with the school to develop a design
that transformed the poorly utilised area
into a dynamic and interactive climbing,
exploration and play space.

The design presented many challenges in
terms of integrating circulation, changes of
level and new play elements with existing
buildings, structures, trees and services

to create a functional, stimulating and yet
safe play environment.

The new playground was completed in
April 2017 and has been enthusiastically
embraced by both staff and students.
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DALYELLUP

COLLEGE

‘ SECTOR: EDUCATION

STATUS: COMPLETED 2017

Alandscape forthe new
buildingsthat respondsto
the architectural expression
and incorporates themes
and materialsthatrelateto
the existing characteristics
of thesite.

The landscape design for Stage 2 of

the Dalyellup College project creates

a landscape for the new buildings that
responds to the architectural expression
and incorporates themes and materials
that relate to the existing characteristics of
the site.

The setting for the new buildings was
based on a “Buildings in a Landscape
Setting” theme, incorporating a new
‘East-West Spine’ integrating an avenue of
deciduous trees linking the new buildings
and creating a series of courtyard spaces
along its length. The design also allows for
a strong physical and visual connection to
the adjoining sports fields which are also
used by local community groups.

A series of unique courtyard spaces that
reflect the adjoining building uses and
provide numerous opportunities for
both structured and spontaneous forms

of learning, activity and play have been
designed as a means to create interest
and to ensure the physical well-being of
students and staff.

The landscape is based on environmentally
sustainable principles including the
predominant use of native plant species,
retention of significant existing trees

as a means to shelter the site from the
harsh climatic conditions, and the use

of contemporary water wise irrigation
techniques.

Drainage from the site is directed

into an on site drainage system that
provides nutrient stripping functions. The
incorporation of materials for paving and
site furniture are suitable for use in this
intensive school environment and are
in-keeping with the overall Architectural
character.
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