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AS THE ATLANTIC RISES

The reality of life on the coast is that
the shoreline is eroding, sea levels
are rising, and major storm events

are becoming more and more frequent.
Our State’s decision-makers unequivo-
cally recognized the serious threats of sea
level rise back in 1988 when they passed
the Beachfront Management Act and its
regulations: 

The beach system below the mean high
water mark is public property under our
Public Trust Doctrine, and the law

declares that it is in “both the public and
private interests to protect the system
from this unwise development.” Yet thirty
years later, our shoreline is even more at
risk from erosion as we have failed to heed
these warnings, “threatening life, prop-
erty, the tourist industry, vital State
and local revenue, marine habitat, and a
national treasure” as foreshadowed by
State law. 

Alas, as a State we have buried our
heads in the proverbial sand. Just in the
last few months, the first seawall was con-
structed on Hilton Head since the 1988
Act’s prohibition (excepting Folly Beach,
which presents its own problems). Harbor
Island houses were declared uninhabitable
as the ocean overcame them causing them
to become obstructions on the public's
beach. “Super beachfront” lots on Folly
Beach - lots that were wholly underwater
until the latest renourishment - are under
threat of development.

“Sea level rise in this century is a
scientifically documented fact. Our
shoreline is suffering from its effects
today. It must be accepted that 
regardless of attempts to forestall
the process, the Atlantic Ocean, 
as a result of sea level rise and 
periodic storms, is ultimately going
to force those who have built too
near the beachfront to retreat.”
S.C. Code Regs. 30-1 (1990)

SCELP The South Carolina 
Environmental Law Project
Lawyers for the Wild Side of South Carolina
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Saying Good-Bye to
two Captain Sams
Spit Champions
Paula Feldman and Nancy
Vinson will rotate off our
Board after two terms at the
end of December. Both ac-
tively engaged and inf luen-
tial in the conservation
community long before join-
ing the SCELP Board, Paula
and Nancy had an invaluable
impact on our programmatic
and organizational endeav-
ors. The Captain Sams Spit
saga is one of the issues they
care most for. Nancy has
been sparring with Kiawah
developers for over a decade,
since her late years at the
Coastal Conservation League, 
and Paula has been one of the most generous and energetic local supporters throughout
the ongoing saga. It will not be easy to replace their competence and experience, but
thanks to their efforts, our organization is stronger than ever and ready to welcome new
members who will help us finish the job on Captain Sams, no matter how long it will
take, and advance environmental protection and justice all over the state.

SCELP
South Carolina
Environmental 
Law Project, Inc.
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To protect the natural environment 
of South Carolina by providing legal
services and advice to environmental 
organizations and concerned citizens
and by improving the state’s system of 
environmental regulation.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP…
Your loyal support and engagement is what keep us going and makes 
a difference for environmental protection in our state. Visit www.scelp.org 
to learn more about our work, latest developments, and ways to be involved. You 
can make a gift online or mailing the enclosed envelope. Let us know if you see any 
emerging or ongoing threat to our natural resources. Share your enthusiasm for SCELP
with your friend and family. Thank you!

SCELP to Open Beaufort Office
Following the launch of a Greenville office in 2016,
which has greatly enhanced our ability to assist Up-
state communities in their efforts to protect and pre-
serve environmental quality, SCELP is doubling down
on our efforts to provide legal advice and services
more directly to communities across the state by
increasing our geographic reach and availability.

With the Sea Island Corridor and rural areas fac-
ing tremendous growth pressures, and climate change
threatening the vast estuarine system supporting coastal fisheries, along with the historic
Gullah-GeeChee communities, our ability to tackle these critical issues demands our
on-the-ground presence. We are excited to announce that staff attorney Jessie White
will be moving to Beaufort before the end of 2018 to launch our new office! For our
supporters in the region, we are anxious to hit the ground running and look forward to
hosting an official opening in early 2019.   

Paula Feldman and Amy Armstrong in early 2018
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On all these issues, SCELP has stepped in
to advocate for the greater good and pro-
tection of our public trust beaches and
our State’s economic drivers, where the
public/private tension has favored private
interests over the public’s.

• We successfully challenged a permit 
for a new seawall on Debidue Beach, 
resulting in withdrawal of the permit.

• We convinced DHEC that the Hilton
Head seawall was built illegally and with-
out the necessary permits.

• We have taken steps to remove houses
that have become located below the mean
high water mark on Harbor Island and to
prevent new houses from being con-
structed on the freshly engineered beach
at Folly.

The harsh reality is that our current
coastal management is economically and
environmentally unsustainable. And it is
the taxpayers who are ultimately on the
hook when people and structures are
threatened by rising waters.

Sea level rise is bringing the conf lict
between private property and public re-

(cover continuation) sources, between short-sighted profit-
seeking and long-term general welfare, to
a boiling point and great risks lie ahead
for both people and the environment.
However, one thing has been certain for
decades and will remain so: allowing the
beach to migrate naturally without trying
to permanently fix its location is in the
public's best interest. 

The foresight and commitment of
people like you allow SCELP to keep
fighting for our beaches, the public in-
terest and common sense. Thank you!

GOOD NEWS
Fishing Creek Quarry Plans Thwarted!

Permit requests for Fishing Creek Quarry, which we vigorously opposed from the be-
ginning, have been withdrawn! This critically important outcome was fostered by the
concerted action of SCELP and its partners in the administrative permitting process. 

• The mine was proposed within the f loodplain of Fishing Creek, requiring an earthen 
berm to keep f loodwaters out of the pit. Significant draw-down of groundwater would have
degraded many acres of wetlands, and significant stormwater discharge from the mine into
the Creek would have ensued.

• The affected portion of Fishing Creek is occupied habitat for the Carolina Heelsplitter,
an endangered freshwater mussel with only dozens of individual animals known to exist, as
well as eight species on the South Carolina Wildlife Action Plan, which are state-designated
species with the highest conservation need.

• The proposed mine was in close proximity to a major natural gas pipeline.

• Native American sites and artifacts are present on the property, as well as historically 
significant farm structures.

• Local roads are inadequate and the project was inherently incompatible with the surrounding agricultural community.

While the list of problems was long, a favorable outcome was by no means guaranteed.  We spent the last eight months communicating
with federal, state, and local agencies in order to inf luence the permitting process for this project, providing legal authority and en-
suring full and accurate factual consideration by these entities. We were successful in persuading a few agencies to revoke or revisit
their earlier positions on the project.

Coupled with the media and public outreach efforts undertaken with our partners, all of this work eventually led to the demise of
this project. We are celebrating this success, which your support of our expanded Upstate capacity made possible.

The dire potential impacts on wildlife and water quality led American Rivers, the Catawba Riverkeeper, and the South 
Carolina Wildlife Federation to partner with SCELP. We also had the privilege of working most closely with a group of 
engaged local citizens known as the Friends and Farmers of Fishing Creek, who were particularly keen in preserving the 
natural and historic heritage of their community. 

Tagged Carolina Heelsplitters in their Natural Habitat

C
re

di
t: 

U
SW

FS
)



4 WINTER 2019

CURRENT ISSUES

Williamsburg Limestone Mine Update

Anearly 1,000-acre limestone mine is threatening to wreak havoc to the pristine and unique natural characteristics of the Black
River ecosystem in Williamsburg County along with the community’s quality of life. Working with our partners the Coastal
Conservation League, Winyah Rivers Foundation and SC Wildlife Federation, as well as local community leaders, we have

publicly detailed our concerns and objections to this harmful proposal to state and federal resource agencies. Yet DHEC has issued
draft permits authorizing the activity and we anticipate issuance of the final permit to be forthcoming.

.  

We cannot let this project go forward as proposed and, on September 17, 2018, we filed a 60-day notice letter with the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers notifying them of our intent to sue in federal court over violations of the Clean Water Act
and Endangered Species Act, including the Corps’ failure to consider impacts to the endangered Atlantic sturgeon and the
Black River as part of its critical habitat. Stay tuned. 

In red, the proposed mining site, which would dump up to 7.5 
million gallons/day of mine discharge directly into the drainage
basin of the Black River
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Fighting for the Last
Natural Place in
North Myrtle Beach

Ingram Dunes is one of the highest and
oldest relic dune systems left in the
State of South Carolina, with ancient

maritime forested dunes up to 50 feet
above sea level and up to 80,000 years
old. As the largest section of undisturbed
natural land remaining in the City of
North Myrtle Beach, the Dunes are geo-
logically and culturally significant, in ad-
dition to being used and cherished by
community members for over 70 years. 

“Some of my fondest 
memories of growing up 
are playing in the hillside
dunes. They are a treasure
of North Myrtle Beach and
should be preserved.”

- Vanna White, North Myrtle Beach
native and TV legend

Maritime forest atop Ingram Dunes

When a proposed development threat-
ened Ingram Dunes, SCELP stepped in
to help the community find ways to save
them. The developer’s plan to clear cut
the mature maritime forest vegetation
and level the ancient dunes in order to
construct a 31 single-family residential
subdivision with roads and other infra-
structure would obliterate a unique piece

of South Carolina’s natural heritage. We
objected to the project in writing and at
a public hearing, in addition to working
with the community to identify funding
sources for acquisition of the Dunes,
which continues to be an ongoing effort.
A decision from the state permitting
agency is expected soon. 

No News is Good
News on Seismic 
Airgun Surveying

The solid opposition of our commu-
nities helped the Trump adminis-
tration set a record for the longest

delay in deciding over proposed inciden-
tal harassment authorizations, which
would allow seismic airgun surveying to
be conducted along the Atlantic Outer
Continental Shelf. SCELP is ready to
challenge any permits that would endan-
ger our environment, economy and way
of life. Each day that seismic airgun sur-
veying is not authorized off of our coast
is a victory for South Carolina, and you
are empowering SCELP to play a critical
role in the protection of our coast and
marine environment. 

View of shrimp boats at Shem Creek 



6 WINTER 2019

Anonymous (6)  
Virginia Abbott 
Karen Abrams 
Tanya Ackerman 
Darlene Adams 
Johnny & Scott Adams 
Aetna Foundation 
The F.E Agnew Family Fund 

of the Pittsburgh Foundation 
Caroline Alday 
Annette Allen 
Dennis & Wendy Allen 
Eugenia & Marshall Allen 
Lisa Allen 
Michael Allen 
Elizabeth Altman 
W D Altman 
Rhoda Anderson 
Tom & Carol Anderson 
William D. Anderson, III 
William & Barbara Anderson 
Ken Appel 
Nancy Appel & Mitchell Sadoff 
Al & Susan Arentsen 
Alicia Armstrong 
Amy E. Armstrong 
Reed Armstrong 
William Armstrong 
Lee Arthur 
Vivian Asche 
Anne Ashmore-Hudson 
Marguerite Assey 
Atlantic House Restaurant 
Susan Axt 
Emily Bailey 
Chuck & Betsy Baker 
F. Jo Baker 
Bakker Family Fund of CCF 
Dave Banner 
David & Kathy Baptiste 
Robert A. Barber, Jr 
Paul & Alicia Barnes 
Shon Barnett 
Brent Barron 
John & Barbara Barton 
Peter Baumann 
Suzanne Thorpe & John Baynes 
Robert & Janet Beattie 
Tina Beatty 
Jerry Beck 
Bobbi Bees 
Frank & Ranlet Bell 
Joyce Bell 
Ledlie D. Bell 
Colin & Ann Bentley 
Carolyn & Dennis Bernard 
Charles Biddix 
Big Tuna 
Michael Bivona 
Renee M. Black 
Black River Outdoors 
Henry M. Blackmer Foundation, Inc. 
Melissa Blanchard 
Marilyn & William Blizard 
Robert & Eileen Blovad 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of SC 
Ethan Blumenthal 
Bill & Fran Bollin 
Tez & Kay Bonnoitt 
Len & Mary Bottone 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING SCELP’S 31ST 
YEAR OF PROTECTING OUR NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

(Financial contributions received from Nov 20, 2017 to Nov. 16, 2018) 

Lea Ann Bowen 
Keith Bowers 
Olivia Boyce-Abel 
Anthony & Amy Boyd 
James & Frances Boyd 
Emma Boyer 
Bill & Betsy Brabson 
Nancy Bracken 
Eloise Bradham 
James & Marian Brailsford 
Steely Bremner 
Mary Ann & Howard Bridgman 
Sue Briggum 
Lee Brockington 
Charles & Sally Broadhead 
Amy Mitchell 
Lewis A. Broome 
Eric & Lynn W. Brown 
Robert & Susan Brown 
Norman & Beverly Brunswig 
Jonathan Buchan 
Frank & Mary Gale Budzisz 
Jay Bultz 
John & Sandra Bundy 
Joseph & Pamela Buongiorno 
Burden's End Fund at

Coastal Community Foundation 
Barbara Burgess 
Ross & Carol Burgess 
Jonathan Burroughs 
Joe & Jane Burt 
Paul & Maryellen Butare 
Kenneth & Linda Button 
Bob & Cris Cain 
Joseph Calandra 
Ryan & Cali Callahan 
Linda Cammerer 
J. Robert & Paulette Cantey 
Linda Carrington 
Melinda Carter 
George & Sandy Cartledge 
Bertrand & Georgene Cassels 
Marietta Castellano 
Nancy Cave 
Center for Birds of Prey 
Sam Chapnick 
Charleston Coalition for Cruise Control 
Lois Cheney 
Janet Chesley 
Penny Christensen 
John & Alice Claggett 
Ron & Margaret Claypool 
Thomas Clements 
Frances Close 
Don & Jo Miller 
Coastal Conservation League 
Coastal Observer 
Pamela Peterson 
Andrew Coburn 
Lawrence & Priscilla Coleman 
Jan Collins & Ted Wachter 
John Collins 
Woody & Lynn Collins 
Sarah Collins 
Steven & Nancy Collum 
Maryanne Connelly 
Edwin & Andrea Cooper 
Gary & Teresa Corley 
George Corley 
Anne & Bruce Cottle 

Bruce & Judith Coull 
Virginia Crane 
Steve & Nancy Cregg 
James & Alice Cromartie 
Bill & Sue Cross 
Barbara & Richard Cross 
Phil & Jessica Crouch 
Hal Currey & Margaret Schachte 
Colin & Sally Cuskley 
Dottie D'Ambrosio 
Harry Dalton 
James & Cecilia Danigelis 
Douglas Darran & Helen Yochum 
Greg & Ruth Darus 
Reginald Daves 
Casey Davidson 
Heather Davis 
Keith & Dorothy Davis 
Robin & John Mark Dean 
Shari Del Do 
Darrell Rishel & Janet Delaney 
Nicole Demus 
Michelle Derr 
Beverly Diamond & Ned Hettinger 
Amelia Dias 
Ann Dibble 
Sue Dostal 
Mark & Elizabeth DuPuis 
Caroline & Gene DuRant 
S. Kimble Duckworth 
Irene & Walt Duhaime 
Michael & Ann Marie Dwyer 
Sherod Eadon, Esq. 
Richard & Bridget Eckerd 
Wanda Edge 
William Eilerman 
James Elkin 
Elliott & Phelan 
Christine Ellis 
Barbara & Charles Measter 
Wally Emerson 
Scott Evans 
Jon & Margaret Fabri 

Greg Farmer & Jean Marie Neal 
Meghan Fashjian 
Fat Hen 
Hartmut & Mary Jo Fege 
Linda Fein 
Susan Felder 
Peter & Paula Feldman 
Robert & Linda Feller 
Marc & Valerie Fisher 
Deborah Fite 
Hilda Flamholtz 
James Flanagan & Katherine Wells 
Heather Flynn 
Kerri Forrest 
Wally & Mary Fortuna 
Walt Frank 
Mary Edna Fraser 
Jane Freeman 
Robert & Linda Freeman 
A. S. & G. E. Frierson 
Beverly Frost 
Michael & Phyllis Frye 
Joan Furlong 
Zackary & Samantha Furr 
Harold F. Gallivan, Jr. Family Foundation 
Christopher Galton 
Cheryl Garnant 

Tom & Betsy Garrett 
Grace Gasper 
Sidney Gauthreaux & Carroll Belser 
George & Elizabeth Geer 
Gwendelyn Geidel 
Beverly Gholson 
Laney Gibbes 
Nancy Gibbes 
Steve & Laura Gilbert 
Thomas & Sarah Gillespie 
DC & Nancy Gilley 
Craig & Sharon Gilman 
SGA Architecture, LLC 
Annette Goings 
Lynne Gorsage 
Rajan & Suman Govindan 
Robert & Carolyn Grant 
Dan Gray 
Guerry & Fran Green 
Steven & Lise Temple Greenberg 
John & Rhonda Grego 
Jackson Gregory 
Dr. Joe Griffin 
Ronald & Jo Griffin 
William R. Griffin Jr. 
T. Compton Groff 
Allen & Nikki Grumbine 
Ronald Hartman 
Nancy & Paul Hadley 
Stephanie Hagen 
David & Elizabeth Hagood 
Madeleine Hahn 
Paul & Carmela Haklisch 
Martha L. Hamel, Esq. 
Michael & Terry Hannon 
Anne Hardee 
Bill & Eleanor Hare 
David & Maureen Harmon 
Nancy Harold 
Zenobia Harper 
Richard & Jamie Harpootlian 
Harriet & Herbert Keyserling Endowment 
Deb Harris 
Suzanne Harris 
Jonathan Harvey, Esq. 
Bill & Janet Hassell 
Bernie & Kim Hawkins 
Lewis Hay 
Clarke & Virginia Hayes 
Mark & Robin Hayes 
Jacqueline Michel & Miles Hayes 
June Hedges 
Richard Hendry 
Fred Herrmann 
Richard & Gwen Heusel 
Robert & Carla Higgins 
Susan Hilfer 
Hilton Head Audubon Society 
Christy Hipp 
Hayne & Anna Kate Hipp 
Daniel & Joy Hitchcock 
Stephen & Susan Hoffius 
Fred Holland 
Paul Holland 
Frank & Anne Holleman 
Aaron Holt 
Bill Holt 
Theodore & Katherine Hopkins 
Amy Horwitz & Norm Shea 
Woody & Linda House 

Beaufort Fund of the Coastal Community Foundation  
Frances P. Bunnelle Foundation  
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation  
Jolley Foundation  

Open Grants Fund of the Coastal Community Foundation 
South Carolina Bar Foundation 
Volvo Car USA Operations Grants Program of the Coastal Community Foundation 
Henry and Sylvia Yaschik Foundation

Peg Howell 
Lily Grace & Tom Hudson 
Calvert W. Huffines 
David & Deborah Huguenin 
Daniel & Laura Hunnicutt 
Virginia Hunt 
Brian & Edith Hussain 
Shauneen Hutchinson 
Bill & Elizabeth Igleheart 
April Ingle 
Ann Irvin 
Joseph & Cheryl S. Isaac 
Bo Ives 
Jeffrey Jalbert 
Doug James 
Edgar & Lucia Jaycocks 
David B. & Sharon Jennings 
Mark Tompkins & Patricia Jerman 
Michael & Denise John 
Ann Johnson 
Brown Johnson 
Gordon Johnson 
Steve & Patty Johnson 
Elizabeth Joiner 
Guy Jones & Cynthia Flynn 
John Joseph, Jr. 
Lauren Judson 
Kimberli Jungles 
Don & Nicole Kamb, Jr. 
John Kassel 
Natalie Kaufman 
Barry & Joan Kelly 
Paul & Maura Kenny 
Larry Kerr & Jean Arrants 
Linda Ketner 
Larry & Linda Ketron 
Kiawah Island Naturalists Group 
Adam Kirby 
Jefferson & Carol Kirby 
Roger Kirby 
Harold A. Kline 
Tom Kohlsaat & Mary Bryan 
Larry & Nancy Kolman 
Aetna Foundation 
John & Katie Kotz 
Theo & Janet Krapels 
Kimball Kraus 
Tom & Susan Krowka 
Kudzu Bakary 
Thomas & Wendy Kulick 
Rog & Maryellen Kyle 
Montague & Ann Laffitte 
Anne Lake 
Bob & Margaret Lamb 
Charles & Virginia Lane 
Cathy Laney 
Allison Lang 
Erik & Caitlin Lang 
Steven Lapp 
David & Marilyn Larach 
Coles Lawton 
Wood & Janice Lay 
Malcolm Leaphart 
Peggy D Ledford 
Will & Diane Lehder 
Jane R. Lemmon 
Pamela Levi 
Lanneau & Mary Lide 
Barry & Jill Lieberman 
Sidi Limehouse & Louise Bennett 

2018 Grants 
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Sandy Linning 
Azivia Little 
Jeff Littlefield 
Robert & Kathy Lloyd 
Gary Long 
Langdon & Jessie Long 
David & Kathleen Loveland 
Jeanne Lovito 
Justin O. Lucey, Esq. 
Edward Luchessi 
Tish Lynn 
Ryan & Jodi Madigan 
John & Joy Magiera 
Rich Mancill 
Michelle & Marquette Mapp 
Michael & Joanne Marcell 
John Marchese 
Shannon Marcum 
Elizabeth Marlow 
Gale B. Marrone 
William Marscher 
Olivia & Gerald Martinchek 
Martins Point Property 

Owners Association, Inc. 
Thomas & Melanie Mauldin 
Ronald Maxwell, Esq. 
Jo & Charlie Mayer 
Sarah Mayse 
Robert McAlistser 
William & Jerry McAninch 
Lee & Mary McBride 
Gene & Lucy McCall 
John McCord 
Christe McCoy-Lawrence 
Joe McCrorey 
Thorne Compton & Raven McCrory 
W. Clarkson & Mary Ann McDow 
Fred McElveen 
Jerry & Tammy McGee 
Jacqueline McGinty 
Kathleen McGrogan 
John McGue 
L. Henry McKellar, Esq. 
Grainger McKoy, Jr. 
Michael Kohl & Jane McLamarrah 
Ian & Goffinet McLaren 
David & Joan McLean 
Representative & Mrs. Walton McLeod 
John McShane 
Garland P. McWhirter 
Paul Mears 
Barbara & Charles Measter 
George & Mimi Meriwether 
Jerry Meyer Jr 
David & Sarah Michaux III 
Sara Michelin 
Susan & Larry Middaugh 
Terry & Marsha Millar 
Don & Jo Miller 
Jay & Jennifer Mills 
Greg & Lauren Milton 
Ann Mithoefer 
Francis & Debbie Moeller 
Boulton & Peggy Mohr 
Perry Molinoff 
Valerie Moliterno 
Mary Alice Monroe 
Richard Moore & M. Robin Morris 
Tyre & Laura Moore 
Robert Moran 
Alice Timmons Morrisey 
Carol Morrissey 
Tom & Betsy Mosimann 
Paul & Jane Ann Mougey 
Terry & Patricia Munson 
Stephen & Melissa Murray 
Jeanne Myers 
Richard & Suzanne Myers 
Cynthia L. Mynatt 
William Naylor 
Nelson Mullins Riley 

& Scarborough, LLP 
New South Brewery 
Ginny Newell & Bob Wilkins 

Phillis Newman 
Rhonwen L. Newton 
Rebecca Niemiec 
Bob & Kim Noe 
Dennis & Fran Nolan 
Michael Norris 
Franklin & Linda Nutter 
Cran Ohlandt 
Lary & Illene Olanoff 
Steve & Cindy Ouzts 
Joseph & Christie Owens 
Coleman & Virginia Owens 
Betty & Thomas Owens 
David Oyster 
Fred Palm 
Keith & Ann Palmer 
Sarah Parker 
Stephen & Kathryn Parks 
Parsons Nursery 
Erin Hardwick Pate 
Denise Patrick 
Frazer & Katherine Wynn Patrick 
Hayes Patterson, Jr. 
Pawleys Island Bakery 
Pawleys Island Beach Services 
Pawleys Island Pharmacy 
Pawleys Island Tavern 
Johan & Vernon Peers 
Bill Pendergraft 
Anne Pennington 
Michael Perkins 
Annette Perreault 
Perrone's 
Cindy & Bill Perry 
Lloyd & Linda Peterson 
Deborah Phillips 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott E. Phillips 
Alison Pierce 
Howard & Cynthia Pierce 
Linda O. Pierce 
Joe & Joy Pinson 
Barbara Plews 
Gary Poliakoff, Esq. 
Jeff & Jenni Pollack 
Pamela Pollitt 
Harry & Patricia Polychron 
Thomas & Donna Pomian 
Richard Porcher 
Jan & Sara Lynn Postma 
Cynthia Swanson Powell 
Everett Presson 
Michael & Virginia Prevost 
Norris & Lucy Preyer 
Steve Price 
Kevin & Mary Prince 
Will & Christine Prioleau 
William Prioleau 
Courtney Proffitt 
Pam Purvis 
Lisa Quadrini 
David Quick 
Quigley's 
Abbey Quinn 
John Quinn 
Robert & Sandra Quinn 
Sarah Rand-McDaniel 
Kristen Rast 
Lowell & Martha Dee Rausch 
Filippo & Lauren Ravalico 
Arthur Ravenel, Jr. 
Robert & Ann Rebhan 
James & Jan Reh 
Christine Renard 
Chester Stark and 

Roberta Reynes Gift Fund 
Alan Reynolds 
Thor Rhodin 
Leon & Jan Rice 
Wayne Richard 
Pete & Elizabeth Richards 
Richardson, Patrick, 
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Arthur & Frances Rickenbaker 
Terry Ann Rickson Fund 
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Douglas Robinson, Esq. 
Jeanne B. Robinson 
Pamela Robinson 
Lex Rogerson 
Sara Beth & Samuel Rosen 
Dr. & Mrs. Jason Rosenberg 
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Gillian Roy 
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Adam Russell 
David Russell 
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Alex Sanders 
Henry Sanders 
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Dr. & Mrs. Frank M. Sawyer 
Paige Sawyer 
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Katherine Schofield 
Robert Schofield III 
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Karen Sedmak 
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Cecile Shaw 
Paul & Deborah Shea 
Anne Sherrill 
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Marilyn Shup 
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Charles Smith 
Dean & Rita Smith 
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Karen Sundberg & Erik Smith 
Gerald & Patricia Smith 
Richard & Anne Smith, Jr. 
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Philip Snead 
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Southwest Airlines 
Elizabeth Spence 
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Christine Strobel 
William & Kristina Strosnider 
Richard Stuhr 
Surf the Earth 
Scott Benston 
Carolyn Sweet 
George Sweet 
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Janet Swigler 
Michael Swomley 
Molly Swonger 
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Edward & Laura Szweda 
Jody & Anne Tamsberg 
Susan & Frank Tarantino 
Barry & Leslie Teague 
Carol Tempel 
Joe Tempel 
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The Pew Charitable Trusts 
Rich Thomas 
Stephen Thomas 
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Donald Thompson 
Thomas & Sarah Ann Thompson 
Edward & Suzanne Thoms 
Three Swallows Foundation 
Paula Feldman and Peter Mugglestsone 
Theresa Tiller 
Clyde Timmons 
Carol & Paul Tittel 
Toadfish Outfitters 
June Todd 
Walter Todd, Jr., Esq. 
Susan Tousignant 
Mary Townsend 
Sheila Trayte 
Jerry Tupacz 
Sharon Turner 
William V. Turner 
Wood & Janice Lay 
Ron Urban 
Skip Van Bloem 
Nancy Van Buren 
John Van Dalen 
Greg & Laura VanDerwerker 
Kathryn VanHeirseele 
Kent & Diane Vannier 
Elizabeth Vardell 
Gene & Betty Varn 
Frank J. Vernberg 
Nancy Vinson 
Carolyn Voight 
Christine Von Kolnitz Cooley 
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Laurie Baker Walden 
Mary Alice Waldrep 
Joseph Walker 
Steve Walker 
Tish Wallerstedt 
Mary Ann Walsh 
Tamela Walter 
Dee Wardle 
Elizabeth Warner 
Mary & Jim Watkins 
Holly Watts 
Michelle & John Weaber 
Dallon & Carolyn Weathers 
Richard & Amy Webb 
Sally Webb 
Susan Webb 
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Julia Welch & Matt Dircks 
Robin Welch 
Rod Welch 
Juliet Wendel 
Randy & Cydney Wentsel 
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Jessie White 
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Davis Whitfield-Cargile 
John Henry Whitmire 
Debi Wilcox 
Richard & Marg Wildermann 
John & Amelia Wilkinson 
Barbara Willhoft 
Blake & Harriett Williams 
Neil Williams 
Sandra Williams 
W Steven Williams 
Benjamin & Ann Williamson 
Sarah Wilson 
Leslie Wilson 
Zane Wilson 
Joan Withers 

John & Anita Wommack 
Keith Wood 
Amelia Wood 
Victor Wright 
Andrew Wunderley 
Paula & Baxter Wynn 
Karen Yaniga 
Linda Yarnell 
Arthur Zackrison 
Wendy Zara & Dean Moss 
Michael & Susan Zara 
Charles Zielke 
Patricia Zincke 
Rachael Zufall 

IN HONOR/MEMORY OF 
In Honor of Amy Armstrong, 
Robin Welch, Amelia Wood,
Elizabeth Warner 

In Honor of Gail & William Armstrong,
Paul Shea 

In Honor of Leigh Chandler, 
Gerry & Linda Harmon 

In Honor of Joe Clark, Victor Wright 

In Honor of Frances Close, 
Amy Armstrong 

In Honor of Michael Corley, 
Emily Bailey 

In Honor of Ann Dibble, 
Catherine Inabnit 

In Honor of Emily Gifford, 
Mr. & Mrs. David Anderson 

In Honor of John Jennings,
Patricia Jennings 

In Honor of Greg & Laura VanDerwerker,
Louise Bennett, Don & Jo Miller

In Honor of Audrey Weber,
Ann Mithoefer 

In Honor of Ben & Ann Williamson,
William Rambo 

In Memory of John "Jack" 
Godwin Buffington, Langdon Long 

In Memory of Tolly Jared Courson,
Rowena Nylund 

In Memory of Robert Lee "Bob" Jackson,
Gene & Elaine Starr 

In Memory of Henk Koot, Pam McMichael 

In Memory of Greg Larach, David Larach

In Memory of Leah, Meenakshi Dutta 

In Memory of William M. Lemmon, MD,
Jane Lemon Moore & Sara Douglas Nouri 

In Memory of Virginia Caroline Wier
Roper, Langdon Long 

In Memory of Carol Winans, Jane Peze

In Memory of Otto Wemmer,
Elvira Wemmer 
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UPSTATE UPDATE
The Bramlett Clean
Up is No Easy Job

The “Bramlett site”, a coal tar pit that
has festered just beneath the surface
on Greenville’s west side for over

sixty years, is a reminder of the chronic
environmental abuse and neglect suffered
by the Southernside community. It is one
of the worst-contaminated properties in
Greenville County, caused by a coal gasi-
fication facility decommissioned in the
1950s, whose contamination legacy was
never addressed. Thanks to financial
vsupport from the Jolley Foundation and
The Graham Foundation in 2017 and
the SC Bar Foundation this year, our ad-
vocacy cast a spotlight on this quintessen-
tial environmental justice problem, and
we are committed to secure an effective
clean up.

The significance and urgency of our
Bramlett project has recently been
heightened by the City of Greenville’s
pursuit of plans for development of
Unity Park, which is to be a signature
project for the City with a budget in
excess of $40M. 

The proposed Unity Park will be sited on property immediately downstream of the
Bramlett site, with the site’s primary discharge point adjacent to the Park’s upstream
boundary. A primary function of the park will be to bring residents into more direct
contact with the Reedy River and to improve the overall health of the River, yet the
project lays in the literal shadow of hazardous, unresolved land and water contamina-
tion.

A critical issue in the process is the extent to which Bramlett’s contamination is
discharging directly into the Reedy River. Testing commissioned by the polluter has
at times seemed designed to avoid this exact question. In consultation with experts, we
have now established that the site’s hydrologic regime practically guarantees that such
discharge is ongoing. Independent testing could prove it and we are working to have
this ref lected in the clean up process.

Visual rendering of the proposed Unity Park. The
Bramlett site is shaded in dark red, and in bright
red is the discharge path into the Reedy River
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Standing with Greenville County to Protect Rural Land

Perhaps more than anywhere else in the state,
suburban sprawl into rural and agricultural
lands is plaguing Greenville County, not just

in terms of environmental quality but also in terms
of overall quality of life. We worked for months
with citizens groups in the southern and northern
parts of the County, and we are now in court on
their behalf.

In an unprecedented move to curb inappropri-
ate development, Greenville County recently
amended its Land Development Regulations in
order to allow rejection of subdivisions that are not
"compatible with the surrounding land use den-
sity" or the site's environmental conditions. Ac-
cordingly, the planning commission rejected
several new subdivisions proposed in rural areas.
Unsurprisingly, the developers are screaming
bloody murder and, in the case of a project in
northern Greenville County, have sued the plan-
ning commission. This litigation threatens not
only to disfigure the affected rural tract, but
also to eviscerate the new land planning regu-
lation and the County’s power to protect rural
lands in general. 

Ethan Richard Estates 
envisions 31 homes on a 23
acre property along Tigerville
Road in an unincorporated
part of the County. In stark
contrast, the adjoining 
properties are 10 and 14 acres
each, both with a single resi-
dence and mixed agricultural
use. The existing property 
density and usage are typical
of the area, and community
opposition to this aberrant
subdivision has been strong
and persistent. Appropriate
land use regulation is a 
critical tool for environmental
protection, and our local 
overnment must be empowered
to use it for the greater good. 

The proposed development would clear the
forested area in the center
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THE BEST WILD SIDE YET!

If you did not make it to Hobcaw Barony this year, you missed the lively crowd, the sunset vistas, and another memorable event.
If you did join us, thank you: you made the 9th Annual Wild Side truly special! We had record attendance and for the first time
crossed the threshold of $100,000 raised from our celebration of Jimmy Chandler’s continuing legacy.
Special guest and keynote speaker was Mary Alice Monroe, whose best-selling novels have covered several environmental issues

in the Lowcountry, including sea turtle protection, which was the theme of the event in honor of SCELP’s success earlier in the
year in getting plastic seawalls removed from our State’s beaches.

The looming threat of offshore oil and gas drilling, riding a wave of brazen environmental deregulation, warranted some dire
warnings: “We are facing our darkest hour” said Monroe, but SCELP stands strong as the last rampart of legality and common
sense. Monroe’s message that when people learn to care, they learn to take care is timely, as are her parting words: “I actually don’t
care if people know who I am in a hundred years, if my work disappears,” she said. “I want to make a difference now.”

Thank you for making a difference for South Carolina’s natural environment
and for supporting your Lawyers for the Wild Side. 
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The Ongoing Battle to Save Captain Sams Spit

The Supreme Court has been clear: public trust tidelands like the sandy banks of the Ki-
awah River must be used for the maximum public benefit rather than solely economic
benefit to a private developer. Converting ever-shifting sand into a hardened fixed shoreline in order to facilitate a 50-house

development is wrong and eliminates public access of those tidelands. Yet once again, Administrative Law Judge Tripp Anderson
green-lighted another hard erosion control structure adjacent to the riverbank and additional infrastructure. 

On behalf of the Coastal Conservation League,
we will continue to utilize all legal tools avail-
able to vigorously defend one of our State’s
most beloved natural treasures for the use
and enjoyment of this and future generations.

.  

Thanks to your outstanding support, we mobilized immediately and filed 
a motion asking Judge Anderson to stay the effect of his decision in order to
protect the iconic barrier island spit from irreparable harm until we can
challenge his latest ruling. 

Kiawah River and "neck" of the Spit in 2016

Cruise Ship 
Terminal: A Big 
Step Forward

On August 21st, the South Car-
olina Supreme Court agreed
to review the Court of Appeals’

ruling that our clients, Preservation Soci-
ety of Charleston, Historic Charleston
Foundation, Historic Ansonborough
Neighborhood Association, Coastal Con-
servation League, Charlestowne Neigh-
borhood Association, Charleston Chapter
of the Surfrider Foundation, and
Charleston Communities for Cruise
Control, did not have the right (or legal
standing) to challenge DHEC permits au-
thorizing the construction of a new
home-base cruise ship terminal on penin-
sular Charleston. On October 9th we
filed our brief in the Supreme Court,
with the State Ports Authority and
DHEC’s responses and our reply all due
before the end of the year.

.  This is an important win 
for citizens’ rights and we
are confident that the
Supreme Court will right
the wrongs in the Court
of Appeal’s ruling

Ready for the Next Legislative Session

The South Carolina Conservation Coalition was formed in 2014 in order to help
organize and empower conservation organizations on state legislative issues. In
November, SCELP’s legal team joined over 50 advocates at the Coalition’s annual

leadership summit, where we strategized about our 2019 priorities:

• The major storm events of the previous three years have highlighted the 
  importance of coastal zone management and we must remember that beaches are
  meant to move. We must plan for long-term, sustainable solutions that allow for 
  natural processes and keep people and structures out of harm’s way.
• Flooding has become a major issue for the people of our state. The FEMA 
  hundred-year f lood maps are, quite simply, inaccurate and inadequate to inform 
  smart development and growth in our state. We must adapt our communities, and
  provide better options for those impacted by f looding.
• As our opposition to offshore oil and gas stands strong, we eagerly encourage 
  cheaper, more reliable and more sustainable energy solutions, where sound 
  economics and environmental protection are one and the same. Solar and renewable
  energy must be unleashed, while dirty and costly alternatives must be muzzled.

SCELP brings unique perspectives and expertise to the legislative and policy tables,
which are urgently needed and vitally important in the current political climate. This
is sometimes overlooked, but you are truly helping us make a difference for South
Carolina’s land, water and wildlife, inside and outside the court system!

IN & OUT OF COURT




