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BY ANTONIO FLORES (HTTP://WWW.PEWRESEARCH.ORG/AUTHOR/AFLORES/)

(http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/09/18/how-the-u-s-hispanic-population-is-changing/ft_17-09-

18_hispanics_ushispanicpop/) The Latino population in the United States has reached nearly 58 million in 2016
(https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2017/cb17-100.html) and has been the principal driver of U.S.
demographic growth, accounting for half of national population growth since 2000
(http://www.pewhispanic.org/2016/09/08/latino-population-growth-and-dispersion-has-slowed-since-the-onset-of-the-great-

recession/) . The Latino population itself has evolved during this time, with changes in immigration, education and
other characteristics.
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This summary draws on a statistical portrait of the nation’s Hispanic population, which includes trends going back to

1980. Here are some key facts about the nation’s Latino population.

The Hispanic population has reached a new high, but growth has slowed. In 2016, Hispanics accounted for 18% of

the nation’s population and were the second-largest racial or ethnic group behind whites. (All racial groups are single

race non-Hispanic.)

View interactive charts and detailed tables on U.S. Hispanics.

They are also the nation’s second-fastest

(https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2017/cb17-100.html)

-growing racial or ethnic group, with a 2.0% growth rate between

2015 and 2016 compared with a 3.0% rate for Asians. The slowing

of Hispanic population growth is occurring as immigration to the

U.S. from Mexico levels

(http://www.pewhispanic.org/2015/11/19/more-mexicans-leaving-than-

coming-to-the-u-s/) off and the fertility rate among Hispanic women

declines.

The U.S. Hispanic population is drawn from an increasingly

diverse mix of countries. Hispanics of Mexican origin account for

63.3% (36 million) of the nation’s Hispanic population in 2015, by

far the largest share of any origin group, but down from a recent

peak of 65.7 in 2008. But this share has declined in recent years as fewer migrants from Mexico

(http://www.pewhispanic.org/2015/11/19/more-mexicans-leaving-than-coming-to-the-u-s/) arrive in the U.S. and the number

leaving the country rises. Meanwhile, the share among non-Mexican origin groups (36.7% in 2015, up from 34.3% in

2008) has grown as migration from elsewhere in Latin America has increased.

The population of Hispanics of Puerto Rican origin, the

second-largest origin group, stands at 5.4 million in 2015 in

the 50 states and the District of Columbia (an additional 3.4

million people (http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-

tank/2017/03/29/key-findings-about-puerto-rico/) live in Puerto

Rico). The migration of Puerto Ricans

(http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/10/14/puerto-ricans-

leave-in-record-numbers-for-mainland-u-s/) to the U.S. mainland

over the past decade has helped drive up this number from 3.8

million in 2005. Five other Hispanic origin groups have

populations of more than 1 million – Salvadorans, Cubans,

Dominicans, Guatemalans and Colombians – and each has

also seen its population increase over the past decade.

The foreign-born share has declined among U.S. Latinos.

Today, 34.4% of Latinos are immigrants, down from a peak of

40.1% in 2000. And the share that is U.S. born has grown to

65.6% in 2015, up from 59.9% in 2000. This decline in the

foreign-born share extends across the largest Latino origin

groups. The foreign-born share among Guatemalans (61.3% in

2015) fell by 17.2 percentage points during this time, the
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The 14 largest U.S. Hispanic groups by origin (based on self

described race or ethnicity)

 

U.S. Hispanic population -- 56,477,000

Rankings Characteristics

7 Colombians 1,091,000

4 Cubans 2,116,000

5 Dominicans 1,866,000

6 Guatemalans 1,384,000

8 Hondurans 853,000

1 Mexicans 35,758,000

2 Puerto Ricans 5,371,000

3 Salvadorans 2,174,000
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largest percentage-point decline of the six largest Hispanic

origin groups. Salvadorans’ foreign-born share (58.8% in

2015) also had a significant drop, declining 16.9 percentage

points. Meanwhile, the Mexican foreign born share (32.2% in

2015), had a smaller decline – 9.3 points.

U.S. Hispanics are the youngest of the nation’s largest racial and ethnic groups. But like the rest of the country

(http://www.pewhispanic.org/2016/04/20/the-nations-latino-population-is-defined-by-its-youth/) , the Hispanic population

overall has grown older. Hispanics had a median age of 28 in 2015, up from 25 in 2000. Whites had the highest
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14 Argentineans 274,000

10 Ecuadorians 707,000

12 Nicaraguans 422,000

11 Peruvians 651,000

9 Spaniards 799,000

13 Venezuelans 321,000
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median age – of 43 in 2015 – followed by Asians (36) and blacks (34). Among Hispanics, those born in the U.S. and

those born in another country differ widely in age. The median age of U.S.-born Hispanics was 19 in 2015, up from 18

years in 2000. Meanwhile, foreign-born Hispanics have a median age of 42 years, up from 33 in 2000.

A growing share of Hispanics have gone to college (http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/07/28/5-facts-about-

latinos-and-education/) . Almost 40% of Hispanics ages 25 and older had any college experience in 2015, up from 30% in

2000. Among U.S.-born Hispanics, 52% reported they had gone to college, an increase from 41% in 2000. By

comparison, 27% of foreign-born Hispanics reported some college experience, up from 22% in 2000.

The number of Hispanics who speak Spanish at home is at an all-time high

(http://www.pewhispanic.org/2015/05/12/english-proficiency-on-the-rise-among-latinos/) , though growth is slowing. A

record 37 million Hispanics ages 5 and older speak Spanish at home, up from 25 million in 2000. However, between

2010 and 2015, this number grew at an annual average of 1.8%, down from an annual average of 3.4% between 2000

and 2010.

At the same time, a record 35 million Hispanics ages 5 and older say they are English-proficient, up from 19 million in

2000. Among this group, 14 million Hispanics speak only English at home in 2015, up from 7 million in 2000.

(http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/09/18/how-the-u-s-hispanic-population-is-changing/ft_17-09-14_hispanicstates/)
California continues to have the largest Latino population (http://www.pewhispanic.org/interactives/hispanic-

population-by-county/) among states, but Texas is seeing a faster growth rate. In 2015, 15.2 million Hispanics lived in

California, a 39% increase from 10.9 million in 2000. Yet Texas has had even faster growth, with its Hispanic


