


THIS PROJECT WAS ONLY POSSIBLE THANKS TO

THE GENEROUS HELP OF OUR SPONSOR 

Your contribution allows the communities around the World 
to learn about Hadassah in a unique and exciting way. 

A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T



H E A L T H  D E F E N D E R S :  

S P A C E T I M E  H E R O E S

Episode 1
Doomsday: the ultimate battle against HaMN-1



Any references to historical events are used fictitiously. Names, characters, and places are based on the Book of

Esther and on professionals of Hadassah International, Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organization of America, Inc

and Hadassah Medical Organization. This comic book was produced with the utmost respect to the historical

characters it features. The intention is to entertain the public and honor the joyous nature of the Jewish holiday of

Purim.

Copyright © 2022 Hadassah International.

All rights reserved. This book or any portion thereof may not be reproduced or used in any manner whatsoever

without the express written permission of the publisher except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.
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C R E D I T S

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE BELOW FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS AND AMAZING SUPPORT!

Mark Addleman, Naomi Adler, Ron Aloni, Marcos Arbaitman, Claudio Bobrow, Erica Brody, Norman Cherubino, Shimrit Cohen, Nicole

Cohen-Tadjouri, Lisa Colt, Alex Corona, Sandra Diaz, Ariel Diener, Jorge Diener, Robert Dorfman, Karin Eilon, Hadar Elboim, Dr. Karen

Ezrine, Ethel Fainstein, Eytan Gittler, Barbara Goldstein, Ariella Green, Agnes Gregorio, Attila Gulyas, Sheryl Hoffman, Candice Janet,

Shoshana Kahn, Alejandro Kelman y familia, Malka Leader, Patricia Levinson, Gidon Melmed, Prof. Emmanuel Messas, Alberto Milkewitz,

Dr. Shai Misan, Etti Mizrachi, Dr. Ahmad Naama, Claudia Poggi, Ali Abu Rameile, Fanny Ribak, Dr. Manno Saks, Audrey Shimron, Rhoda

Smolow, Barbara Sofer, Prof. Sigal Sviri, Paul Tearse, Gérard Weinberg, Prof. Yoram Weiss, Rachel Lasry Zahavi.

Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organization of America, Inc., was founded over a century ago, before Israel was a state,

and before women could vote. Since that time, the organization has remained unwavering in its commitment to women’s

health and well-being, to Israel, and to Jewish values and continuity. But while Hadassah’s heritage and mission remain as

strong as ever, the role of women and Jewish culture here and in Israel, has evolved over time. The organization, too, has

evolved, taking on new challenges and developing new programs. Hadassah believes in building a world where our Jewish values in

action create strong community and an enduring Israel. That’s why our entire focus is on connecting and empowering Jewish women to

effect change. We’ve done this for over 110 years and we will do it for the next 100—advancing health and well-being, advocating for

women, and building community in the US and Israel.

www.hadassah.org

HADASSAH, THE WOMEN’S ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA – HWZOA

Founded in 1983, Hadassah International unites people of all faiths and nationalities in their mission to improve lives around

the globe through their financial support of the pioneering medical healing, teaching, and research at the Hadassah Medical

Center in Jerusalem. Hadassah International spans five continents and is made up of volunteer men and women who believe
that advancement and cooperation in medicine transcend politics, religion, and national boundaries. The universal language of medicine

allows Hadassah International to build bridges between nations and help to establish research and clinical ventures between the

Hadassah Medical Center and medical institutions around the world.

www.hadassahinternational.com

HADASSAH INTERNATIONAL – HIL

intensive care units, and five schools of allied medical professions, owned and operated in collaboration with the Hebrew University.

With its 45,000 operations/procedures annually, its Nobel Peace Price nomination, its 12 Israel Prize wins, the over 2,000 scientific

publications in the past 5 years, the 40-50% of bio-medical research done in Israel at Hadassah, over 200 patents, 150 clinical trials,

and 15 start-ups, Hadassah can be considered one of a kind!

www.hadassah.org.il

Since the establishment of Hadassah’s first hospital on Jerusalem’s Street of the Prophets in 1918, the Hadassah University

Medical Center has expanded to include two University hospitals in Jerusalem – located on Mt. Scopus and in Ein Karem. Its

two hospitals serve annually over 1,000,000 patients, having over 1,300 beds, 45 operating theaters, nine specially oriented

HADASSAH MEDICAL ORGANIZATION – HMO
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Queen Esther, Jewish queen of Persia and hero of the story of Purim. 

Achashverosh seeks a new wife after his queen, Vashti, refuses to obey him, and Esther is chosen for her beauty. 

The king's chief adviser, Haman, is offended by Esther's cousin and guardian, Mordechai, and gets permission from 

the king to have all the Jews in the kingdom killed. Esther foils the plan and wins permission from the king for the 

Jews to kill their enemies, and they do so. 

Henrietta Szold, Founder of HWZOA

Born in 1860, Henrietta Szold was raised in Baltimore, MD, by parents who encouraged education — even for a 

daughter. Henrietta was the first female editor of the Jewish Publication  Society — then  the  premiere  publisher  

of Jewish liturgical and secular texts. She defied convention and studied at the Jewish Theological Seminary of 

America, although female rabbis were unheard of in  the early 1900s. On a trip to pre-state Israel, Henrietta 

Szold’s view of the world changed. Horrified by the impact starvation and disease had on her people, she took 

action and created the organization that will become later HWZOA.

C A S T I N G

Rhoda Smolow 

HWZOA National President
Prof. Yoram Weiss 

HMO Acting Director

Robert Dorfman 

President of HIL’s Board of 

Directors

Dr. Karen M. Ezrine

HWZOA National Chair for HIL

Prof. Sigal Sviri

HMO’s Intensive Care Unit 

Director

Dr. Shai Misan

Member of HI’s Board of 

Director

Dr. Manno Saks 

Member of HI’s Board of 

Director

Prof. Emmanuel Messas

President of 

Hadassah France

Dr. Ahmad Naama 

HMO’s Emergency Unit 

Director

Claudia Poggi 

Intensive Care Nurse at HMO
Ali Abu Rameile

Surgical Nurse at HMO

Dr. Mordechai 

Fictional Character

A special thank you for participation in the photoshoots goes to Julia Boukris,

Meir Brill, Shachaf Cohen, Liat Jerozolimski, Elona Journo, Omri Meir, Café Zoti

and all the wonderful Hadassah staff and patients who appear in this comic book.



The virus HaMN-1 has been attacking

Planet Earth for 2 years. There is chaos

everywhere.

Until one day two legends from Jewish

history, Queen Esther and Henrietta

Szold, travel through time to become

HEALTH DEFENDERS: SPACETIME HEROES.

© 2022 Hadassah, The Women's Zionist Organization of America, Inc. Hadassah, the H logo, and Hadassah the Power of 
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