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ROMANS 
PART 8: THE GOSPEL IN EVERYDAY LIFE, PART 1 

ROMANS 12:1-13:14 
ROMANS OVERVIEW 
 

PROLOGUE (ROMANS 1:1-17) 
 

1. “THE WRATH OF GOD” (ROMANS 1:18-3:20) 
 

2. “THE GRACE OF GOD” (ROMANS 3:21-4:25) 
 

3. “FREEDOM IN CHRIST” (ROMANS 5:1-8:39) 
 

4. “BUT WHAT ABOUT THE ISRAELITES?”  (ROMANS 9:1-11:36) 
 

5. “THE GOSPEL IN EVERYDAY LIFE” (ROMANS 12:1-15:33) 
a. Serving one Another (12:1-21) 
b. Submitting to Government (13:1-14) 
c. A Final Plea for Unity (14:1-15:14) 
d. Carrying on the Mission of Jesus (15:15-33) 

 
CLOSING (ROMANS 16:1-27) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

PART 8 OVERVIEW 
-  

- Theology and Action: An Introduction to Romans 12:1-15:33 

- Serving One Another: Romans 12:1-21 

- Submitting to Government: Romans 13:1-14 

-  

 

We are here 
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THEOLOGY AND ACTION: 
AN INTRODUCTION TO ROMANS 12:1-15:33 

 
 

 
§ As we’ve stated throughout this series, apart from a prologue and introduction, the book of 

Romans can be broadly separated into five major sections (see the overview of Romans on page 
80). 

 
§ But, in another sense, the book of Romans can be separated into two larger sections: 
 

o In Romans 1-11, Paul deals with theology. 
o In Romans 12-15, Paul deals with application. 

 
§ This is a consistent practice throughout Paul’s letters.  The first three chapters of the book of 

Ephesians, for example, only contains one command—only once in the first three chapters of 
Ephesians does Paul command his readers to do anything.  But the last three chapters of 
Ephesians contains dozens (if not hundreds) of commands.  Just like in Romans, once Paul lays 
out the “theology”—the truth about God and what God has done for us in Christ—Paul gives 
us “application.” 

 
§ I have found that people naturally gravitate towards one theme over another: 
 

there are the “eggheads” (like myself) who love the theology side of things; 
 
and there are the “practical-minded” people who have a tendency to go, “just tell me what I 
need to do.” 

 
“Romans is justly famous for its theology.  Christians have spent an incredible amount of time over 
the years debating the significance of the theological issues that Paul presents in Romans 1-11.  
Sadly, we have not always spent enough time reading and appropriating the teaching in chapters 
12-16.  These chapters are not an add-on, an afterthought of miscellaneous pieces of practical 
advice.  They are an integral part of Romans and the theology that it teaches.  The New Testament 
knows nothing about a theology that remains on the theoretical level.  All theology, all teaching 
about God, has implications for life, for when we learn about God, we learn about ultimate reality.  
And we cannot simply sit back and contemplate that reality; it changes the way we think about 
ourselves, our place in the world, our purpose for being.  Theology, in other words, includes in its 
nature an implicit call to transform one’s life, to adjust our thinking and our acting in accordance 
with the truth of God in Christ.  The gospel not only saves us from God’s wrath but also transforms 
us into the image of Christ.  Paul has made this element of his theological teaching clear 
throughout Romans, but now, in chapter 12, he turns more directly to these implications of 
theology for life.” 

- Douglas Moo, Encountering Romans 
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§ I’d like to argue, however—and I believe the Bible argues this, as well—that both theology and 

application are essential. 
 

o Without proper theology, we run the risk of being like the Jewish people of Jesus’ day: 
trying to do the right things for God, but doing them in the wrong way and for the 
wrong reasons: 
 

1 Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be 
saved. 2 For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not 
based on knowledge. 3 Since they did not know the righteousness of God and sought to 
establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness.  – ROMANS 10:1-3 NIV 

 
o With only theology and not application, however—with only knowledge and not 

transformation—we run the risk of ending up like the Corinthians: arrogant and without 
love. 

 
We know that “We all possess knowledge.” But knowledge puffs up while love builds up.– 1 
CORINTHIANS 8:1 

 
 

§ Therefore, as we head into our final parts of our study through Romans, we need to understand 
that what Paul says in Romans is no less (or more) important than anything else that Paul says.  
Theology and application go together like peanut butter and jelly—we cannot and 
should not separate them. 
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SERVING ONE ANOTHER: 
ROMANS 12:1-21 

 
SERVING GOD, FIRST (ROMANS 12:1-2) 
 

§ That theology is to lead to application is shown in Paul’s opening statement to this last major 
section of Romans, which serves as sort of the guiding principle over all of Romans 12-15: we 
are transformed by renewing our mind around God’s truth—and this is how we worship 
God: 
 

1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good 
and acceptable and perfect.  – ROMANS 12:1-2 

 
§ There are a few notable things that Paul says here: 

 
o First, notice the “therefore” at the beginning of 12:1: as Paul transitions the book of 

Romans into the section on application, he makes it clear that the application comes out of 
the theology: it is because of all that God has done for us in Christ that we are to behave 
a certain way! 
 

o And what impact should this have on us?  Paul says it at the end of v. 1: we are to 
“present” our whole bodies to God in “worship.”  In these couple of verses, worship is 
not just singing songs to God, but it is living our whole lives for Him! 

 
o And how do we “present” our whole bodies to God?  This is what v. 2 tells us: we are to 

be transformed in how we live by the renewing of our mind.  Our lives are to be 
different because of the truth of God! 

 
o What Paul says in Romans 12:1-2 can be represented in chart form: 

 

 
 

§ Understand that this is an ongoing process: a Christian is to always be growing towards 
maturity.  As we learn more about God and His truth, we find ourselves more transformed by 
His Word and we end up increasingly more like Jesus. 

In light of God's truth, we 
are to worship God.

We worship God by giving 
our whole lives to Him.

We give our whole lives to 
Him by living differently in 

this world.

We learn to live differently 
by studying God's truth!
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SERVING THE CHURCH, SECOND (ROMANS 12:3-8) 
 

§ After talking about our responsibility to serve God first, Paul tells us one of the primary ways 
that we do that: we serve God by serving one another in the church. 

 
3 For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he 
ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith. 
4 For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, 5 so 
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Since we have gifts 
that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy,  according 
to the proportion of his faith; 7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; 8 or he who exhorts, 
in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, 
with cheerfulness.  – ROMANS 12:3-8 

 
§ Notice how Paul begins this section: “I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of 

himself than he ought to think” (v. 3).  Obviously Paul still has the situation in the Roman 
church in mind as he writes this, and is wanting to emphasize the need for humility—a 
requirement if the church is to maintain unity. 

 
§ One of the ways that this humility is to be shown in using the gifts that God has given each 

believer to serve one another.  Using the metaphor of the “body of Christ,” Paul makes it clear 
that each person has been given a unique gift by God that they are to use not for their own 
benefit, but for the building up of the body: we are not “isolated organisms,” which would tempt 
us to “think of ourselves more highly than we ought”; we are all part of one body with a role to 
play.  This will cause us to “think how best we can fit with the other members of the body and 
effectively carry out whatever functions we might have in that body” (Moo, Encountering Romans). 

 
§ Romans 12:6-8 is one of the four places in the Bible (the three other places being 1 Corinthians 

12-14; Ephesians 4:7-11; and 1 Peter 4:10-11) which discuss the subject of “spiritual gifts”—
unique gifts, given to a Christian by God, which are used (primarily) for use in the building up of 
individuals within the church.  For a more detailed on the Bible’s teaching on spiritual gifts—
including a list and definition of the various gifts mentioned in the Bible—see the appendix 
starting on pg. 91 of this handout. 

 
§ Finally, don’t miss the connection between Romans 12:1-2 and Romans 12:3-8: one of the ways 

we worship God—indeed, one might say the primary way we worship God—is how we serve our 
fellow believers in Christ.  (Of course it is!) 

 
LOVING EVERYONE (ROMANS 12:9-21) 
 

§ Paul concludes Romans 12 by talking generally about how we are to love our brothers and sisters 
in Christ (Romans 12:9-13, 15-16) and love those outside of the faith (Romans 12:14, 17-20). 

 
§ First, Paul talks about generally how we are to love our brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 

9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.10 Be devoted to one another in 
brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; 11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,13 contributing to the needs 
of the saints, practicing hospitality…. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16 Be 
of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise 
in your own estimation.   – ROMANS 12:9-13, 15-16 
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o Though most of what Paul says is self-explanatory (and often geared towards showing 

humility towards one another), it is important to note how Paul defines “love” in v. 9.  
While most people today define love in terms of an emotion, Paul makes it clear that 
love is an action: to love one another is to choose to “abhor what is evil” and to “cling 
to what is good” (12:9).   

 
o Thus love is a choice to move towards the will of God and to direct others towards that 

will, as well.  Thus when we point out sin in people’s lives and try to get them to repent, 
we may, from their perspective, appear “unloving.”  But from God’s perspective, we are 
fulfilling our call to love them in the way that the Bible says. 

 
§ After talking about loving our brothers and sisters in Christ, Paul tells us that we also have a 

responsibility to love the world around us—including unbelievers. 
 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse….17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone.  Respect 
what is right in the sight of all men. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all 
men. 19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, 
“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 “But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is 
thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good. – ROMANS 12:14, 17-21 

 
§ Two principles dominate this section: 

 
o On one hand, Paul tells us to never give unnecessary offense to others: “Respect what is 

right in the sight of all men” (12:17).  This echoes a theme that we find throughout the 
Bible: as Christians, we are called to limit our freedom for the sake of putting no 
stumbling block in someone’s path to embrace the gospel.  Paul addresses this principle 
in greater detail in 1 Corinthians 9: 

 
19 Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many 
as possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became 
like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. 21 

To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s 
law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I became 
weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might 
save some. 23 I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.   
– 1 CORINTHIANS 9:19-23 NIV 

 
o On the other hand, Paul tells us that if we do face persecution and abuse for what we 

believe, we are to not fight back, but to leave the matters up to God; indeed we are to 
seek to serve those who fight us (12:14, 19-21).  This is reminiscent of Jesus’ teaching in 
the Sermon on the Mount: 
 

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, 
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father 
in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax 
collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than 
others? Do not even pagans do that?”  – MATTHEW 5:43-47 NIV 
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SUBMITTING TO GOVERNMENT: 
ROMANS 13:1-14 

 
INTRODUCTION: WHY GOVERNMENT? 
 

§ It may seem odd that after a passage on serving God and one another that Paul would turn his 
attention to a discussion on the Christian’s response to government. 
 

§ But on further reflection, there are at least two reasons why Paul would one to talk about this: 
 

o Paul wants to make sure that by telling Christians to “not conform to the pattern 
of this world” he is not supporting the abandoning of all worldly institutions.  We 
know elsewhere that Christians felt that to be “different” in this world meant to abstain 
from any and all worldly institutions, including marriage (1 Corinthians 7; 1 Timothy 
4:3).  Paul might fear that this would lead Christians in Rome to resist submitting to 
government authorities, and Paul wants to make sure that Christians know that they 
have a responsibility towards the government.  This is further strengthened when we 
look at the historical situation of Rome at this time, in which an anti-governmental 
faction was rising in the city.  Paul may have worried that Christians would be caught up 
in this and wants to speak against this. 

 
o Even as Paul advocates a non-violent approach to our persecutors, he wants to 

make it clear that God has ordained an institution on this earth to punish 
wrongdoers—the government.  Paul had made it clear in Romans 12 that Christians 
are not to retaliate against their wrongdoers, in part because “God will avenge.”  In this 
section of Romans, Paul makes it clear that one of the ways that God has ordained to 
punish wrongdoers is by appointing governments the task of “bearing the sword” 
(Romans 13:4) 

 
 

WHAT PAUL SAYS ABOUT GOVERNMENT: THREE POINTS 
 

§ There are three main points that Paul makes about government—and a Christian’s response to 
it—in this passage. 

 
1. God is the One who has established government to carry out His purposes—primarily, for the 

punishment of evil. 
 

1 Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 
and those which exist are established by God. … 3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for 
evil….4 …But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a 
minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil.  – ROMANS 13:1, 3, 4 
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§ Though God is the ultimate authority on this earth (Romans 13:1), God has put into place 

certain structures to carry out His purposes.  One of those structures is government; God is the 
one who ordained the governments of this earth.  This is consistent with other teachings in the 
Bible: it is God who is “raises up” and “deposes” kings on this earth (Daniel 2:21). 

 
§ As this passage shows, one of the primary reasons that God has established government is to 

“bear the sword” to “bring wrath on the one who practices evil” (Romans 13:4).  This is one 
reason why a Christian need not retaliate against persecutors and wrongdoers; that is the 
government’s job.   

 
 
 
2. Christians are called to submit to government authorities, because by submitting to government, 

we are submitting to God. 
 

1 Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those 
which exist are established by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they 
who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves. 3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but 
for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same; 4 for it is a 
minister of God to you for good.  – ROMANS 13:1-4 

 
§ Because God has ordained governments, to submit to God includes submitting to government.  

Thus Christians are called to obey the Laws that a government imposes—if they do that, they 
will have little reason to fear government, because government (generally) rewards those who 
follow the Law (Romans 13:4).  (Understand that part of Paul’s motivation here is for Christians 
to draw no unnecessary attention to themselves; this is in line with his teaching in Romans 
12:17b to “respect what is right in the sight of all men.”) 

 
§ In this section, it is clear Paul is assuming a government that operates according to generally 

accepted principles of justice and righteousness—a government who (whether they realize it or 
not) is submitting to “God’s authority” (Romans 13:1).  But what about a government whose 
laws would require Christians to go against what God has commanded? 

 
§ Paul does not address that in Romans.  But elsewhere in the Bible, we are given the following 

principle: God is our ultimate authority and we must obey Him rather than man (Acts 5:29). 
 

Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings!”   – ACTS 5:29 
 

§ Thus if a government ever forces Christians to do something that is against God’s Word, we 
must conscientiously disobey government so that we can obey God. 

 
§ Deciding when a Christian is to obey government—and when it can disobey—is sometimes a 

difficult choice that requires discernment and insight from the Holy Spirit. 
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3. One very practical way for Christians to submit to government is for Christians to pay their 

taxes! 
 

 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom 
honor.  – ROMANS 13:7 

 
§ Finally, Paul talks about a practical way for Christians to submit to government: they are to pay 

their taxes!  This is similar to Jesus’ teaching to “render unto Caesar that which is Caesar’s” 
(Matthew 22:21).   

 
§ Again, Paul’s statement might be motivated by an anti-government and anti-tax faction rising up 

in the city of Rome; Paul wants to make it clear that Christians are to stay out of that. 
 

§ As those who live as citizens both of “heaven” (Philippians 3:20) and earth, Paul thus makes it 
clear that we have a responsibility towards each. 

 
CONCLUSION: RESPECT THE WORLD’S AUTHORITY, NOT ITS VALUES 
 

§ Finally, Paul closes his discussion by going back to the theme of Romans 12:1-2.  Although we 
are, indeed, to respect the world’s authorities, we need to make sure that we don’t respect their 
values.  We are called to be different from the world. 
 

8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. 9 For 
this, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and if 
there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
 

11 Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is 
nearer to us than when we believed. 12 The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let us lay 
aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave properly as in the day, not in 
carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. 14 But put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.  – ROMANS 13:8-14 

 
§ As Paul makes clear in this passage, a new era is dawning (13:11-12).  We are to live as “day 

people,” then, not as “night people.”  We are to embrace the values of heaven in the here and 
now. 
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How can you fight to “be at peace with all people” this week? 

 

APPLICATION: 
GIVING NO OFFENSE 

 
1. I am struck by a couple of statements that Paul makes in Romans 12, especially: 

 
“Respect what is right in the sight of all men…”. – ROMANS 12:17B 
 
“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.” – ROMANS 12:18 

 
2. These two statements fall in step with other similar statements that Paul makes in the Bible, such 

as… 
 

We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed.  – 2 CORINTHIANS 6:3 NKJV 
 
Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible.  – 
1 CORINTHIANS 9:19 NIV 
 
1 I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— 2 for 
kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  – 1 
TIMOTHY 2:1-2 NIV 

 
3. God does not want us to draw unnecessary attention to ourselves; we are called to do what we can to 

live “peaceful and quiet lives” (1 Timothy 2:2). 
 

4. We are very obviously living right now in a culture of outrage, where everybody is angry about 
everything (only a slight exaggeration!). 
 

5. I fear that too many Christians have joined in this culture of outrage, and instead of actively seeking 
to live at peace with others, we are in some ways actively seeking to alienate others. 
 

6. Though it may not always be possible to live at peace with others (Paul himself suggests that), we 
should fight for that—so long as it does not cause us to compromise our beliefs. 

 
7. Therefore, the question for this session: 

 
 

  
  

 
- Before you say something, ask yourself, “Does this really need to be said?” 
- If you determine that it needs to be said, ask yourself, “How can I say it in a way that is ‘gracious’ 

and ‘attractive’ (Colossians 4:6)?” 
- Is there any place where you need to apologize for something you said in error or something that 

you maybe said the wrong way?  (Is there any place you need to “own up” to a mistake?) 
- Where can you start praying for someone who has been opposed to you? 
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QUESTIONS FOR 
GROUP DISCUSSION 

 
1. What are you more drawn to naturally—theology or application?  Why do you think that is?  Why do 

you think it’s important to have both in the Christian life? 
 

2. Read Romans 12:1-2.   
 

a. In what ways is the world right now drawing us Christians to conform to it?  What truth do 
we need to grab ahold of to be transformed? 

 
b. What would it look like to give your whole lives to God in worship?  Think about specific 

areas of your life—your work, your job, your family, your school.  How can you give each 
area of your life in worship to God? 

 
3. Read Romans 12:3-8.   

 
a. How do we practically guard against “thinking of ourselves more highly than we ought” 

(12:3)?  (How does Paul’s “body” metaphor for the church help in this regard?) 
 

b. Read through the spiritual gifts Paul lists in Romans 12:6-8.  Do you see your gift in this list 
(it may not be)?  How might use your gifts to serve others in the church? 

 
4. Read Romans 12:9-13, 15-16.  What does Paul say about how we are to love our fellow brothers and 

sisters in Christ?  How have you seen this practically carried out in the church? 
 

5. Read Romans 12:14, 17-21.  What does Paul say about how we are to love those outside the faith?  
Which one is the hardest for you to put into practice?  Why do you think that is? 

 
6. Read Romans 13:1-7. 

 
a. According to Paul, what is our responsibility to the government as Christians? 

 
b. Does anything surprise you about what Paul says?  Do you have questions about anything 

Paul says?  What? 
 

c. In these uncertain times, what would Paul want us to do as we think about our government?  
How do we practice discernment about when to obey government and when not to? 

 
7. Read Romans 13:11-14.  How do these verses “flesh out” Romans 12:1-2?  What personally stands 

out to you about what Paul says? 
 

8. What would it look like for you to “live at peace with everybody” (Romans 12:18) this week?  What 
would you need to do differently to make this a reality? 
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APPENDIX: 
SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

 
INTRODUCTION TO SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
 

§ Four times in the Bible, the New Testament authors talk about “spiritual gifts”: special giftings 
given by God to enable Christians to serve one another in the Christian.  (Those passages are 1 
Corinthians 12-14; Romans 12:6-8; Ephesians 4:7-11; and 1 Peter 4:10-11.).  
 

§ When all of the relevant passages on spiritual gifts are studied, there are a few things that the 
Bible makes clear: 

 
1. Every believer has been given at least one gift: “Now to each one the manifestation of 

the Spirit is given for the common good” (1 Cor. 12:7). 
 

2. Each person’s gift is important; there is no gift—and therefore no person—that is not 
needed: “If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the 
whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in fact, God has placed 
the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be” (1 Cor. 12:17-
18). 

 
3. Each gifting is to work together with the others in order to attain maturity, which is 

nothing less than the character of Christ himself: “Instead, speaking the truth in love, we 
will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, 
Christ. From him [Christ] the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting 
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does it work” (Eph. 4:15-16). 

 
§ Spiritual gifts might both be new abilities that God gives people when they become a Christian 

and/or existing abilities that existed before a person became a Christian, that God both enhances 
within a person and enables them to use in a God-honoring way once someone puts their faith 
in Jesus. 
 

§ Spiritual gifts are best discovered by others through community and close connection with one 
another; often others are able to see our gifts better than we ourselves can.  At the same time, the 
Bible also makes it clear that we can pray for gifts: 

 
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And God has placed in the 
church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of 
guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all 
work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 Now eagerly 
desire the greater gifts.  – 1 CORINTHIANS 12:27-31 
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SPIRITUAL GIFT LISTING AND DEFINITION 
 

§ Each passage that discusses spiritual gifts in Scripture gives a list of some of the gifts, and no two 
lists are exactly the same.  This suggests that the gifts given in the Bible are not exhaustive, and 
there may be some gifts that are given that are not listed in Scripture. 

  
§ For the gifts that are listed, there are some for which the definition is unclear.  Below you will 

find a list of gifts and their meanings.  Giftings for which there is no universally agreed-upon 
definition are noted.1 

 
Administration (1 Corinthians 12:28; Acts 6:1-7; Acts 27:11; Titus 1:5) 
Literal Meaning: To pilot or to steer a ship. Description: The gift of administration is the 
divine enablement to understand what makes an organization function, and the special 
ability to plan and execute procedures that accomplish the goals of the ministry. 
 
Apostleship (1 Corinthians 12:28; 2 Corinthians 8:23; Philippians 2:25; John 13:16)–Literal 
Meaning: To be sent with a message. Description: The gift of apostleship is the divine 
enablement, given to a proven messenger sent from local churches, to assist in new works or 
edification of existing churches. (NOTE: Not the office as referenced in Ephesians 4:11-13, 
but the gift of apostleship as referenced in the passages listed above.) 
 
Discernment (1 Corinthians 12:10; 1 John 4:1-3)–Literal Meaning: To separate or make a 
distinction, differentiate. Description: The gift of discernment is the divine enablement to 
distinguish between truth and error. It is the ability to discern the spirits, differentiating 
between good and evil, right and wrong. 
 
Encouragement/Exhortation (Romans 12:8)–Literal Meaning: To come along side of. 
Description: The gift of encouragement/exhortation is the divine enablement to present 
truth so as to strengthen, comfort, or urge to action those who are discouraged or wavering 
in their faith. 
 
Evangelism (Ephesians 4:11-13)–Literal Meaning: To bring good news. Description: The 
gift of evangelism is the divine enablement to effectively communicate the gospel to 
unbelievers, so they respond in faith and move toward discipleship. (NOTE: This gift is 
referenced only by title and the Scripture does not define it. This definition is a biblically 
educated attempt to provide parameters for the gift listed in Scripture.) 
 
Faith (1 Corinthians 12:9; 1 Corinthians 13:2)–Literal Meaning: To trust, have confidence, 
believe. Description: The gift of faith is the divine enablement to act on God’s promises 
with confidence and unwavering belief in God’s ability to fulfill his purposes. 
 
Giving (Romans 12:8)–Literal Meaning: To give part of, share. Description: The gift of 
giving is the divine enablement to contribute money and resources to the work of the Lord 
with cheerfulness and liberality. People with this gift do not ask, “How much money do I 
need to give to God?” but “How much money do I need to live on?” 
 
Healing (1 Corinthians 12:9, 28)–Literal Meaning: To restore instantaneously. Description: 
The gifts of healing are the divine enablement to be God’s means for restoring people to 
wholeness.  

 
1 Listen taken from https://firstfamily.church/2020/05/spiritual-gifts/. 
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Helps/Service (1 Corinthians 12:28; Romans 12:7)–Literal Meaning: To take the place of 
someone, or, to serve. Description: The gift of helps/service is the divine enablement to 
accomplish practical and necessary tasks which free-up, support, and meet the needs of 
others. (NOTE: This gift is referenced only by title and the Scripture does not define it. This 
definition is a biblically educated attempt to provide parameters for the gift listed in 
Scripture.) 
 
Interpretation of Tongues (1 Corinthians 12:10, 30)–Literal Meaning: To translate, 
interpret. Description: The gift of interpretation is the divine enablement to make known to 
the body of Christ the message of one who is speaking in tongues/languages. 
 
Knowledge, Word of (1 Corinthians 12:8)–Literal Meaning: To know. Description: The gift 
of the word of knowledge is the divine enablement to bring truth to the body through a 
revelation or biblical insight. (NOTE: This gift is referenced only by title and the Scripture 
does not define it. This definition is a biblically educated attempt to provide parameters for 
the gift listed in Scripture.) 
 
Leadership (Romans 12:8)–Literal Meaning: To stand before. Description: The gift of 
leadership is the divine enablement to cast vision, motivate, and direct people to 
harmoniously accomplish the purposes of God. 
 
Mercy (Romans 12:8)–Literal Meaning: To have compassion. Description: The gift of mercy 
is the divine enablement to cheerfully and practically help those who are suffering or are in 
need, compassion moved to action. 
 
Miracles (1 Corinthians 12:10, 28)–Literal Meaning: To do powerful deeds. Description: 
The gift of miracles is the divine enablement to authenticate the ministry and message of 
God through supernatural interventions which glorify Him. 
 
Prophecy (1 Corinthians 12:10,28; Romans 12:6; Ephesians 4:11-13)–Literal Meaning: To 
speak before. Description: The gift of prophecy is the divine enablement to reveal truth; at 
times spontaneously revealed but always confirmed and proclaim it in a timely and relevant 
manner for edification. There may be immediate or near future implications. 
 
Shepherding (Ephesians 4:11-13; 1 Peter 5:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 5:14)–Literal Meaning: To 
shepherd a flock. Description: The gift of shepherding is the divine enablement to nurture, 
care for, and guide people toward on-going spiritual maturity and becoming like Christ. 
 
Teaching (1 Corinthians 12:28; Romans 12:5; Ephesians 4:11-13)–Literal Meaning: To 
instruct. Description: The gift of teaching is the divine enablement to understand, clearly 
explain, and apply the word of God, causing greater Christ-likeness in the lives of listeners 
 
Tongues (1 Corinthians 12:10, 28)–Literal Meaning: Tongue, language. Description: The 
gift of tongues is the divine enablement to speak, worship, or pray in a language unknown to 
the speaker. People with the gift may receive a spontaneous message from God which is 
made known to his body through the gift of Interpretation. 
 
Wisdom, Word of (1 Corinthians 12:8)–Literal Meaning: To apply truth practically. 
Description: The gift of the word of wisdom is the divine enablement to apply spiritual truth 
effectively to meet a need in a specific situation. (NOTE: This gift is referenced only by title 
and the Scripture does not define it. This definition is a biblically educated attempt to 
provide parameters for the gift listed in Scripture.) 


