
 
 

—   68   — 

ROMANS 
PART 7: BUT WHAT ABOUT THE ISRAELITES? 

ROMANS 9:1-11:36 
ROMANS OVERVIEW 
 

PROLOGUE (ROMANS 1:1-17) 
 

1. “THE WRATH OF GOD” (ROMANS 1:18-3:20) 
 

2. “THE GRACE OF GOD” (ROMANS 3:21-4:25) 
 

3. “FREEDOM IN CHRIST” (ROMANS 5:1-8:39) 
 

4. “BUT WHAT ABOUT THE ISRAELITES?”  (ROMANS 9:1-11:36) 
 

5. “THE GOSPEL IN EVERYDAY LIFE” (ROMANS 12:1-15:33) 

 
 

CLOSING (ROMANS 16:1-27) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

We are here 

 

PART 7 OVERVIEW 
-  

- Why the Israelites?: An Introduction to Romans 9-11 

- God’s Plan for His People: Paul’s Argument in Romans 9-11 

- Still God’s Chosen People: Implications for Today 

-  

 



 
 

—   69   — 

WHY THE ISRAELITES?: 
INTRODUCTION TO ROMANS 9-11 

 
WHY ROMANS 9-11? 

 
§ Romans 9-11 is entirely focused on Paul discussing God’s plan for the people of Israel (the literal 

descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob).  Paul begins the chapter by talking about the “great 
sorrow” and “unceasing grief” he has in his heart because the Israelites have rejected the Messiah 
(9:1-4), and he draws this section to a close by declaring “all Israel will be saved” (11:26). 
 

§ On its surface, this may seem like an odd topic for Paul to address.  This is for two reasons: 
 

o First, in context, it doesn’t seem to follow naturally from Paul’s discussion in Romans 8, 
which was all about the Holy Spirit and God’s unceasing love for us. 

 
o And second, one of Paul’s major goals in the book of Romans is to emphasize that in 

God’s economy “there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory 
of God, being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ 
Jesus” (Romans 3:22b-24).  Since Paul has been working so hard to “level the playing 
field” in the church in Rome, why would Paul all of a sudden spend three chapters 
talking about God’s plan for Israel? 

 
§ But actually, Romans 9-11 comes at a perfect place in Romans, and is essential to Paul’s larger 

argument in Romans.  This section in Romans serves three purposes for Paul in this letter. 
 
PURPOSE 1: PAUL NEEDS TO DEMONSTRATE GOD’S TRUSTWORTHINESS 
 

§ Paul finished Romans 8 with perhaps one of the most far-reaching promises in Scripture: there is 
nothing that can separate us from God’s love as shown to us in Christ Jesus: 

 
38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  – ROMANS 8:38-39 

 
§ But it’s at this point Paul can perhaps imagine someone raising an objection to Paul’s argument: 

“But what about the Israelites?” 
 

o After all, God made a number of promises to the Israelites in the Old Testament.  But—
albeit with a few exceptions—the Jewish people are by-and-large rejecting Jesus as their 
Messiah and are thus not being included in God’s people; they are being “separated 
from the love of God” (8:39). 

 
o If God seemingly isn’t keeping His promises to Israel, how can He be trusted to keep 

His promises to us? 
 

§ Paul knows, therefore, that he has to demonstrate that God is—and always has been—
trustworthy, and the current situation of the Israelites are no exception to this.
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PURPOSE 2: PAUL NEEDS TO AUTHENTICATE THE OLD TESTAMENT ORIGINS OF THE GOSPEL 
 

§ Paul has had to walk a tightrope in Romans: Paul has both had to show the church in Rome how 
important it is to embrace the Gentile Christians in the community without alienating the Jewish 
Christians. 

 
§ One of the ways that Paul has done this is to establish that the “good news” of what God has 

done in Jesus finds its origin in the Scriptures of the Jewish people: 
 

1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which 
He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son, 
who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh…  – ROMANS 1:1-3 

 
21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the 
Law and the Prophets… – ROMANS 3:21 

 
§ Yet despite the very Jewish-origins of the gospel message, the gospel is increasingly being 

embraced by Gentiles and it’s increasingly being rejected by Jews.  This might cause some Jewish 
Christians to wonder if they really are worshipping the Jewish God. 
 

§ Paul therefore needs to make it clear that what is happening is actually all a part of God’s plan to 
bring the whole world—both Jews and Gentiles—into relationship with Himself.  And this plan 
was itself revealed in the Old Testament. 

 
PURPOSE 3: PAUL NEEDS TO GUARD AGAINST GENTILE SMUGNESS! 
 

§ Throughout Romans it has seemed clear that one of Paul’s concerns is a sense of superiority 
among Jewish Christians.  As explained several times, it is likely that the main cause of division in 
the Roman Church were Jewish Christians who wanted the Gentile Christians to know that they 
were only there because of them—in more ways than one. 

 
§ Yet it seems as though Paul is aware that Gentiles are equally at risk of developing a sense of 

superiority: since so many Gentiles are accepting Christ and since so many Jews are rejecting 
Christ, it might begin to feel like God is rejecting the Jewish people and is focusing all of His 
attention on the Gentiles.  Are they now the “chosen” people? 

 
§ Paul wants to make it clear that this is not the case: despite appearances to the contrary, Israel 

still has a special role in God’s plan—they are still the chosen people—and the Gentiles 
cannot forget that! 

 

 

 
“Romans 9-11 [is not] an excursus, or an afterthought, but a significant part of Paul’s letter to the 
Romans.  [It is] necessary especially to vindicate Paul’s claim that the gospel that he preaches is 
nothing else than the gospel that is rooted in the Old Testament and fulfills the Old Testament 
promise.” 

- Douglas Moo 
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GOD’S PLAN FOR HIS PEOPLE: 
PAUL’S ARGUMENT IN ROMANS 9-11 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 

§ Like most of what is found in Romans, Paul’s argument in Romans 9-11 is dense and touches 
upon many theological concepts, some of which could be the subject of their own study. 

 
§ For our purposes in this study, however, we cannot miss the main point that Paul is trying to 

make in Romans 9-11: Paul wants to give us an understanding of God’s plan for the people of 
Israel. 

 
o That this is Paul’s concern is seen in the opening verses of Romans 9: 

 
1 I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience testifies with me in the Holy 
Spirit, 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself 
were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the 
flesh, 4 who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the glory and the covenants 
and the giving of the Law and the temple service and the promises, 5 whose are the fathers, and from 
whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.  – ROMANS 
9:1-5 

 
o As is clear from these verses, Paul is in obvious anguish over the rejection by the Jewish 

people of Jesus as the Messiah. 
 
§ Since this is the main point of these chapters—and since this is an survey of the book of 

Romans—it is to this main point that we will direct our attention, for the most part eschewing 
some of the other theological issues that are raised in these chapters. 

 
§ Paul’s argument unfolds according to four major movements in Romans 9-11, and it is around 

these four points that we will organize our discussion: 
 

1. The Jewish people’s rejection of God is nothing new: it has always only been a 
“remnant” from Israel that were genuinely saved. 

2. Ultimately, all that is happening right now does not take God by surprise. Far from it, 
God is sovereign even over matters of salvation, and the Jewish rejection of Jesus is a 
part of God’s plan.  

3. This plan can be seen in the Old Testament, as God’s plan has always been to utilize the 
Jewish people to bring salvation to the Gentiles, and that is what is happening right now 
(albeit in a provocative and unexpected way). 

4. God will, at the end of time, return to and save the Jewish people en masse when they 
accept Jesus as their promised Messiah. 

 
§ We will look at each of these in turn.
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PAUL’S ARGUMENT 
 
1. The Jewish people’s rejection of God is nothing new: it has always only been a “remnant” from 

Israel that were genuinely saved. 
 

§ First, Paul wants to make it clear that what is happening right now is nothing new: though 
“ethnic” Israel is God’s chosen people and have been appointed by God to receive certain 
blessings, throughout the Old Testament, it was made abundantly clear that only a certain 
number of Jewish people were genuinely saved—the “remnant” that put their faith in God and 
that were saved by God’s grace. 

 
§ The first place Paul makes this point is in Romans 9:6-8: 
 

6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from 
Israel; 7 nor are they all children because they are Abraham’s descendants, but: “through Isaac 
your descendants will be named.” 8 That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but 
the children of the promise are regarded as descendants.   – ROMANS 9:6-8 

 
§ Paul returns to this point in Romans 11:1-5: 

 
1 I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. Or 
do you not know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah, how he pleads with God against 
Israel? 3 “Lord, they have killed Your prophets, they have torn down Your altars, and I alone am left, and 
they are seeking my life.”4 But what is the divine response to him? “I have kept for Myself seven thousand 
men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” 5 In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present 
time a remnant according to God’s gracious choice.   – ROMANS 11:1-5 

 
§ Obviously Paul can point to himself as a part of the “remnant” that God is saving (Romans 

11:1).  What we are seeing right now is line with how it has always been for God’s people: many 
people have rejected God’s truth, but a few have been preserved by God.  What is happening 
now among the Jewish people is nothing new.  

 
§ What is new, however, are the number of non-Jewish people who are coming to faith in the true 

God.  But as Paul will make clear, this is a part of God’s plan for His purposes, and is something 
that itself was revealed in the Old Testament (as points 2 and 3 will show). 

 
 
 
2. Ultimately, all that is happening right now does not take God by surprise. Far from it, God is 

sovereign even over matters of salvation, and the Jewish rejection of Jesus is a part of God’s plan. 
 

§ On the heels of his first point, Paul wants to make clear that indeed all that is going on right now 
is a part of God’s plan and purpose.  God’s sovereignty extends even to those who get saved, 
and that is what has ALWAYS happened and the current circumstances are no exception.   
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§ The central passage for this teaching is Romans 9:6-29, with a special emphasis on Romans 9:14-
23. 

 
14 What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 15 For He says to 
Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 
compassion.” 16 So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has 
mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I raised you up, to demonstrate My power 
in you, and that My name might be proclaimed throughout the whole earth.” 18 So then He has mercy on 
whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires. 
 

19 You will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault? For who resists His will?” 20 On the contrary, 
who are you, O man, who answers back to God? The thing molded will not say to the molder, “Why did you 
make me like this,” will it? 21 Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump 
one vessel for honorable use and another for common use? 22 What if God, although willing to demonstrate 
His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for 
destruction? 23 And He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which 
He prepared beforehand for glory… – ROMANS 9:14-23 
 

§ The image of the “potter” and the “clay” that Paul uses in this passage is central to 
understanding the point that Paul is making here: God is the potter, we are the clay.  As God’s 
creation, He has a right to do with us whatever He wants.  And right now, God is doing that 
with the Jewish people. 

 
o Romans 9:14-23 is the clearest place to go in the Bible to find the doctrine of 

predestination / election: “an act of God before creation in which he chooses some 
people to be saved, not on account of any foreseen merit in them, but only because of 
his sovereign good pleasure” (Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology). 
 

o But what Paul writes in Romans 9:14-23 regarding predestination/election must be 
balanced with what Paul writes in Romans 10: the Jewish people who are rejecting God 
are themselves guilty for they have chosen not to believe in Jesus. 

 
1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God for them is for their salvation. 2 For I testify 
about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge. 3 For not 
knowing about God’s righteousness and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject 
themselves to the righteousness of God….  9 if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, 
and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the 
heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in 
salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed.” 
12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding 
in riches for all who call on Him; 13 for “Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.”   
– ROMANS 10:1-3, 9-13 
 

o Thus the Bible affirms both God’s sovereignty in salvation and our responsibility to 
believe in Jesus in order to be saved.  This is often referred to as “compatibilism” among 
theologians. 

 
o While these two points may seem contradictory, Scripture does very clearly teach both, 

and so we need to hold it.  (And we need to understand that what seems contradictory 
to our limited minds is not, in fact, contradictory to God and we will see that at the end 
of time.) 
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§ The ultimate point that Paul makes, however, is that God is in charge and this is happening 
according to God’s plan to further His purposes. 

 
§ But how does the Jewish people’s rejection of Jesus as the Messiah further God’s purposes?  

That is what Paul addresses next. 
 
 
 
3. This plan can be seen in the Old Testament, as God’s plan has always been to utilize the Jewish 

people to bring salvation to the Gentiles, and that is what is happening right now (albeit in a 
provocative and unexpected way). 

 
§ The next point that Paul makes is important, since it finds its origin in the Old Testament: from 

the very beginning of the Israelite people, God has always planned to use the people of Israel to 
bring salvation to the whole world. 

 
§ This is seen in Abraham’s (who was the “father” of the Jewish people) initial call by God: 
 

1 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the 
land I will show you. 2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name 
great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and 
all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”   – GENESIS 12:1-3 

 
§ Therefore, it has ALWAYS been God’s plan to bring Gentiles to salvation.  And God has always 

planned to use the Israelites to do that. 
 

§ What no one could have foreseen until now, however, was that the way this was going to happen: 
it is actually through the Jewish people’s rejection of Jesus that salvation is now extending to the 
Gentiles. 

 
7 What then? What Israel is seeking, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest 
were hardened; 8 just as it is written, “God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes to see not and ears to hear not, 
down to this very day.”  9 And David says, “Let their table become a snare and a trap, and a stumbling 
block and a retribution to them. 10 “Let their eyes be darkened to see not, and bend their backs forever.” 11 I 
say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their transgression 
salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous. – ROMANS 11:7-11 
 

§ This was seen, very literally, in Paul’s missionary journey: whenever Paul traveled to a new city to 
preach Jesus, he always first went to the Jewish people as Jesus was their Messiah.  But when the 
Jews rejected Jesus, Paul would preach to the Gentiles, where he often had much more success.  
Thus the sin of the Jewish people led to the salvation of the Gentiles! – and we today are still 
the beneficiaries of this. 

 
§ However, lest we Gentiles start to feel arrogant, Paul makes it abundantly clear that our blessing 

comes only as a result of God’s choosing of and blessing the Israelites—and not the other way 
around.  And if God has condemned His chosen people for their unbelief, God will not hesitate 
to condemn us for our unbelief. 
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17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and 
became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, 18 do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if 
you are arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports you. 19 You will say 
then, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.” 20 Quite right, they were broken off for their 
unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear; 21 for if God did not spare the natural 
branches, He will not spare you, either. 22 Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, 
severity, but to you, God’s kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.  – 
ROMANS 11:17-22 
 

§ This then leads to the final point that Paul makes. 
 
4. God will, at the end of time, return to and save the Jewish people en masse when they accept 

Jesus as their promised Messiah. 
 

§ As the image of the olive tree suggests—with its “natural branches” (clearly referring to the 
Jewish people) and its “wild branches” (clearly referring to the Gentiles)—Paul makes it clear 
that the people of Israel—those who can trace their physical lineage back to Abraham—are still 
God’s chosen people. 

 
§ Thus throughout Romans 9-11, Paul suggests that if any of them decide to believe in Jesus, they 

themselves will be saved: 
 

23 And they also, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in 
again. 24 For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary to nature 
into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these who are the natural branches be grafted into their own 
olive tree?  – ROMANS 11:23-24 
 

§ But Paul goes even further than this.  He actually makes it clear that there will come a time when 
God returns back to the Jewish people and save them en masse: 

 
25 For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in your 
own estimation—that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the 
Gentiles has come in; 26 and so all Israel will be saved…. – ROMANS 11:25-26 

 
§ By saying that “all Israel” will be saved, Paul is likely referring to the people of Israel (“ethnic 

Israel”) living at or near the return of Christ.  (He cannot be referring to all Jewish people 
from all time, since he clearly indicated that some Jewish people have been “vessels of wrath 
prepared for destruction” [9:22].) There are two reasons for this: 

 
o The phrase “fullness of Gentiles” refers to the time (in which we are still living) when 

God’s church is dominated by Gentiles.  This is what Jesus refers to as the “time of the 
Gentiles,” which will end at or near the return of Christ (Luke 24:20-28). 

 
o Paul makes it clear in Romans 11 that when the Jewish people put their faith in Jesus, it 

will lead to “life from the dead”—an obvious allusion to the end-time resurrection that 
occurs at Jesus’ second coming. 

 
For if their [the Jewish people’s] rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what 
will their acceptance be but life from the dead?   – ROMANS 11:15 
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§ Thus when the “last” Gentile has been saved, God will turn His attention to His chosen people 
and save those living at that time.  (This event is discussed in the book of Revelation and what is 
included in the 144,000 in Revelation 7 and 14.) After this happens and Jesus returns to this 
earth, Jesus will set up His throne on this earth and inaugurate the Millennium (Revelation 20), 
during which God will fulfill the Old Testament promises He made to the Jewish people, 
including the promise for the full possession of the Land of Israel which God said He would 
give them.  God’s promises to His people will be fulfilled! 

 
…for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable!  – ROMANS 11:29 

 

 
 
 
A CLOSING DOXOLOGY 
 

§ Reflecting on God’s amazing and “mysterious” (Romans 11:25) plan for the salvation of the 
world causes Paul to launch into an amazing doxology about how awesome God is: 

 
33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and unfathomable His ways! 34 For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became His 
counselor?35 Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to him again? 36 For from Him and 
through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.  – ROMANS 11:33-36 

 
§ Amen and amen! 

 
“God has designed salvation history in such a way that the extension of his saving grace surprises 
those who are its recipients.  Gentiles were elected to salvation when the Jews were expecting to 
be the special objects of God’s favor, and the Jews will be grafted in again at a time in which 
Gentiles will be tempted to believe that they are superior to ethnic Israel.  By constructing history in 
such a way, God makes it evident that he deserves praise for the inclusion of any into his saving 
promises.  Indeed, this theme beautifully matches with chapter 9, for there Paul argues similarly 
that God’s election subverts human expectations.  He chose Isaac, not Ishmael; Jacob, not Esau; 
the Gentiles, not the Jews.  Similarly, at the end of salvation history, when the Gentiles are in 
danger of becoming self-assured, confident that they are the special objects of God’s love, he will 
surprise them again by reinstating the people of his covenant promises.” 

- Tom Schreiner, Romans 
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STILL GOD’S CHOSEN PEOPLE: 
IMPLICATIONS FOR TODAY 

 
 

§ There are a few insights and implications that come out of our discussion on Romans 9-11 that 
need to be discussed.   
 

§ In no particular order, they are: 
 

1. The church has not replaced Israel and God has a plan for the people of Israel in 
the future.  A popular teaching in the church is called “replacement theology” or 
“supersessionism.”  This teaching believes that because of their rejection of Jesus, God 
has fully and finally rejected the Jewish people.  They have no part in His plan anymore, 
and all of the promises that God made to the Jewish people are now fulfilled spiritually 
in the church.  This teaching is unbiblical and absolutely against what Paul says 
in Romans 9-11.  Nothing less than the trustworthiness of God is at stake in this issue: 
if God has “replaced” Israel with the church, He is not being true to the promises He 
made them in the Old Testament and therefore, we cannot trust God to fulfill His 
promises to us in the future.  God’s dependability and veracity rests on His future plan 
for Israel.  Thankfully, Paul makes it clear that God has a plan for them. 

 
2. The Jewish people are still God’s chosen people and are to be supported by us 

Christians.  Paul makes it abundantly clear in this passage that Israel is central to His 
plan.  Indeed, the salvation of us “Gentiles” is in part to make the Jewish people jealous 
so that they will turn to faith in Jesus.  Because the Jewish people are still God’s chosen 
people, we should never feel a sense of superiority towards them.  Indeed, we should 
seek to support them.  Though this does not mean that we give the current nation of 
Israel a free pass to do whatever they want to do (the nation of Israel is called to uphold 
standards of justice just like every other nation on this earth—and will be held 
accountable if they don’t, just like every other nation), I do believe that we should 
support their claim to sovereignty and to possession of the Land of Israel, since 
theologically we believe it is theirs.  As the earth is the Lord’s, God gave Israel that 
Land, and we should support their right to possession of it.1 

 
3. Even still, Jewish people must put their faith in Jesus to be saved.  Nowhere does 

Paul suggest (as some people do) that there is a “special plan” of salvation for Jewish 
people apart from faith Jesus.  They, like everyone, must put their faith in Jesus to be 
saved.  God will ensure this will happen at the end of time en masse, but we have a 
responsibility until then to share Jesus with our Jewish neighbors.  Otherwise, they will 
not be saved.  (See Romans 10:9-15.) 

 

 
1 For some excellent—and balanced—resources on this subject, see The New Christian Zionism: Fresh Perspectives on Israel 
and the Land, edited by Gerald R. McDermott (but with essays by several prominent scholars) and Israel Matters: Why Christians 
Must Think Differently about the People and the Land by Gerald R. McDermott.  Israel Matters is a more accessible read; The 
New Christian Zionism is more scholarly. 
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How can you this week become a deeper student of God’s Word? 

APPLICATION: 
SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES! 

 
1. In this study, I have given a particular interpretation and understanding of Romans 9-11 and the 

future of the Jewish people in God’s plan. 
 

2. Obviously, I believe the interpretation that I have given is the correct one (why else would I give it?).  
But I want to be forthright that it is not the only interpretation of these passages. 
 

3. I want to make it clear that I am not the authority on God’s Word.  I am an interpreter of it!  
God’s Word is the ultimate authority; the goal of any Christians is to seek to understand what is 
going on to the best of his or her ability. 
 

4. Therefore, don’t believe something is true just because I say it.  (And don’t believe something is 
true just because John MacArthur, Chuck Swindoll, or Charles Stanley says it!)  We are all interpreters 
of God’s Word.  But we are not inerrant—only God’s Word is. 
 

5. Thus in anything that I said this week—or any week—it is incumbent upon each of us to do our 
“homework” and to be like the “noble Bereans” of Acts 17:11.  When Paul preached the gospel to 
them, we are told, 

 
Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message 
with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 
– ACTS 17:11 

 
6. I would encourage each of you to read Romans 9-11 on your own, and to seek to see what the text is 

saying and if what I said aligns with it.  This is how we grow in knowledge and understanding and 
become more like Jesus Christ. 

 
7. Therefore, the question for this session: 
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QUESTIONS FOR 
GROUP DISCUSSION 

 
1. In general, what have you heard before or been taught before about the Jewish people in God’s plan?  

How much thought have you given it?  What did this week’s study teach you that you had never 
heard before?  What questions do you have? 

 
2. In this study, we said that nothing less than the trustworthiness of God is on the line when it comes 

to His future plans for Israel.  Do you agree with that statement?  Why or why not? 
 

3. Read Romans 9:14-23. 
 

a. What does this passage teach us about God’s sovereignty over all matters, including 
salvation? 
 

b. How does Paul defend God’s justice in choosing certain people to be saved (and passing 
over others)? 

 
c. What do you think about the doctrine of “predestination” or “election” as outlined in this 

study?  What does it mean to say that God chooses who will be saved?  How do we balance 
God’s sovereignty with human responsibility in salvation? 

 
4. Read Romans 10:8-15.  This passage is loved by missionaries because it describes the importance of 

going into the world and sharing our faith with others.  What does this passage say about how 
important “missions” and evangelism is?  Do you see in this passage any allowance for salvation 
apart from explicit faith in Jesus Christ? 

 
5. Read Romans 11:17-23.  What seems to be Paul’s motivation in including this discussion?  What does 

Paul want us to remember about God’s plan and purposes to save Gentiles in the present time? 
 

6. Read Romans 11:25-32.  What does this passage tell us about God’s plan for both Gentiles and 
Israel?  What strikes you about God’s plan? 
 

7. Read the quote by Tom Schreiner on pg. 76.  React to it.  How has God ordered history in such a 
way so as to always make it clear that He is the author of salvation, not us?  What reaction are we to 
have to such a truth? 
 

8. Read Romans 11:33-36.  What does Paul teach us about God in this passage?  List all of the things 
that you can find. 
 

9. Read points #1-7 on page 78.  How can you this week become a deeper student of God’s Word? 


