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This week, we are here! 

A Survey of Revelation 
Week 12: The New Heavens and New Earth 

Revelation 21:1-22:21 
 

A Brief Overview of the Book of Revelation 
 

A. Introduction to the Book (Revelation 1) 
 

B. Letters to the Seven Churches (Revelation 2-3) 
 

C. The End of the World As We Know It: God’s Judgment Upon the World 
and Satan (Revelation 4-19:5) 

 
1. The Vision of Heaven and the “Beginning of the End” (4:1-5:14) 
2. The “Seal” Judgments and the Rapture (6:1-8:1) 
3. The “Trumpet” Judgments (8:1-11:19) 
4. The Conflict with the False Trinity (12:1-13:18) 
5. The “Bowl” Judgments (14:1-16:21) 
6. The Destruction of the Evil Empire (17:1-18:24) 

 
D. A Whole New World: The Return of Christ and the New Heavens and 

the New Earth (Revelation 19:1-22:21) 
1. The Return of Christ and the Millennium Kingdom (19:1-20:15)  
2. The New Heavens and the New Earth (21:1-22:5) 
3. Epilogue to Revelation (22:6-21) 
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[1] The New Heavens and the New Earth 
Revelation 21:1-22:5 

 
Introduction 
 

“From the moment Adam and Eve lost their place in the garden/paradise, the divine plan and all 
of Scripture have been focused on the moment when sin will be eradicated and God’s creation 
can return to its original purpose. Not just the book of Revelation but all of Scripture has 
prepared for the events of chapter 21.” 

- Grant Obsorne, Revelation Verse by Verse 
 

- The Bible tells us that since sin entered into the world creation has been frustrated, unable to 
fulfill its original purpose, and longing for the day when 
it can be restored to all that God intended for it: 

 
20 Against its will, all creation was subjected to 
God's curse. But with eager hope, 21 the 
creation looks forward to the day when it will 
join God's children in glorious freedom from 
death and decay. 22 For we know that all 
creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time. (Rom. 
8:20-22 NLT)  

 
- Finally, at the end of time, after the 1,000 year reign of Christ, creation will be transformed, 

renewed, and recreated so that it can be all that God originally intended it to be: free from all 
death and all decay.  Revelation 21:1-22:5 describes in summary fashion this “new” heavens and 
earth that God will create at the end of time. 

 
- This passage can be divided into three major sections: 

 
① John witnesses the appearance of new creation (Revelation 21:1-8). 
② John describes the new creation as a temple (Revelation 21:9-27). 
③ John describes the new creation as a return to Eden (Revelation 22:1-5). 

 
- This entire passage is rich with imagery; it is the fulfillment of the entire Bible and all of 

humankind. 
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Some Observations on the New Heavens and New Earth 
 

1. The emphasis of the new heaven and new earth is on the union between the two: heaven and 
earth will meet at the end of time, meaning that we will get to dwell with God.   

 
o We will not “live in the clouds” in eternity as disembodied spirits.  We will be given a 

new body (see 1 Corinthians 15), and we will dwell on a remade physical earth. 
 

o But what is unique about this earth is that  there will be no separation anymore 
between the “heavens” (where God dwells) and “earth” (where we dwell).  These two 
will become one and God will dwell with us. 

 
o This is described in various ways in Revelation 21-22: 

 
(1) First, we are told in v. 1 that there is “no longer any sea” (21:1).  This is likely a 

reference to the “sea” that God’s throne sat on in Revelation 4:6, which served 
as like a “barrier” between heaven and earth throughout history (see Gen. 1:6-
7 and Psalm 104:2-3).  This barrier is removed in the new heavens and new 
earth. 
 

(2) Second, we are explicitly told in v. 3 the following: 
 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Look! God's dwelling 
place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be 
his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.” (Rev. 
21:3 NIV) 

 
(3) Third, the “new Jerusalem” is itself described as the “Holy of Holies,” meaning 

that God’s throne will now be set up on earth, and there will be no temple in 
the city, “because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple” (Rev. 
21:22, discussed in greater detail, below). 

 
 

2. The “new heavens” and “new earth” will be a place that is free from the effects of sin; it will 
be, in a sense, a return to the Garden of Eden. 

 
o We are told in Revelation 21:3-4 the following: 

 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Look! God's dwelling place is 
now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 'He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes. There will be no more death' or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed away." (Rev. 21:3-4 NIV) 

 
o This fits with the theme of Revelation 22:1-5, where the “new heavens” and “new 

earth” is described as a new type of Garden of Eden (see next page) 
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 The Garden of Eden 
Genesis 2-3 

The New Heavens and New Earth 
Revelation 21-22 

A River “A river watering the garden flowed 
from Eden…” (Genesis 2:10) 

“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, 
as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of 
the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city.” 
(Revelation 22:1-2a) 

The Tree of Life “In the middle of the garden were 
the tree of life and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.” 
(Genesis 2:9) 

“On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing 
twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the 
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.” 
(Revelation 22:2b) 

The Absence of 
“Curse” 

“To Adam [God] said, ‘…Cursed is 
the ground because of you” 
(Genesis 3:17) 

“No longer will there be any curse.” (Revelation 22:3a) 

The Presence of 
God 

“Then the man and his wife heard 
the sound of the LORD God as He 
was walking in the garden…”  
(Genesis 3:8) 

“The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, 
and his servants will serve him. They will see his face, and 
his name will be on their foreheads.” (Revelation 22:3b-4) 

 
3. Only those who have put their faith in Jesus will be allowed in the “new heavens” and “new 

earth.” 
 

o In Revelation 21:6-8, we see the list of those who will—and won’t—make it into the 
“new heavens” and “new earth”: 

 
6 He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 
the End. To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water 
of life. 7 Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and 
they will be my children.  
 
8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually 
immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars-- they will be 
consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death." (Rev. 
21:6-8 NIV) 

 
o Though on its surface it may look like “works” are what qualify for one’s presence in the 

“new heavens” and the “new earth,” it is clear from Revelation 21:11-15 (and from the 
rest of the Bible), that it is one’s name in the “book of life” that is the only criteria for 
salvation, and the only way to have your name written in the “book of life” is by God’s 
grace through faith in Jesus (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
 

o This passage, then, is consistent with the rest of Scripture which indicates a saved 
person will necessarily produce good “works,” for God’s Spirit dwells in that person and 
will cause a person to do what God wants them to do: 

 
8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For 
we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. (Eph. 2:8-10 NIV) 
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4. The “center” of the “new heavens” and “new earth” will be the “new Jerusalem,” described as 
an eternal “holy of holies” where God dwells. 

 
o In Revelation 21:9-27, John is transported to a mountain (21:10 - Mt. Sinai?) and given a 

vision of a “new Jerusalem” coming out of heaven.  Its features are very significant and 
symbolic: 

 
The “New Jerusalem” of Revelation 21:9-27 

Description Interpretation 

“shone with the glory of God” (21:11) It is God’s “shekinah” glory itself that illuminates the 
city; we are told in 21:23 that the city has no sun or 
moon because God Himself supplies the light! 

It is filled with many jewels (21:11, 19-21) The jewels throughout the vision symbolize the glory 
of God in all its beauty and majesty. 

“it had a great high wall with twelve gates…on the 
gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of 
Israel” (21:12) 
 

Walls in ancient cities were meant to give protection; 
the walls of the “new Jerusalem” may be symbolic of 
the eternal protection that God now provides His 
people.  The fact that the names of the twelve tribes 
are written on the gates shows God’s love for His 
chosen people and their presence in eternity; this 
combined with the “twelve foundations” of the 
“twelve apostles” (v. 14) represent the totality of 
God’s people. 

“The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on 
them were the names of the twelve apostles of the 
land” (21:14) 
 

This, combined with the “twelve gates” on which were 
written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel show 
that all of God’s people—Jew and Gentile—will be in 
the “new heavens” and “new earth.” 

The city was “12,000 stadia in length, and as high as it 
is long” (21:16) 

This makes the “new Jerusalem” a perfect cube—just 
like the “Holy of Holies” in the temple (see 1 Kings 
6:20), God’s “dwelling place” on this earth in the Old 
Testament.  This signifies that the “new Jerusalem” 
serves as God’s new dwelling place on this earth.  
12,000 stadia is nearly 1500 miles; this creates a city 
with a volume of 3,375,000 miles—large enough to 
contain all of God’s people. 

The wall of the city was “144 cubits thick” (21:17) This is about 216 feet; the “144” could be symbolic of 
completeness or fullness, as it is 12 x 12 (12 tribes x 12 
apostles?). 

The city is “pure gold, as pure as glass” (21:18) The inner sanctuary in Solomon’s temple was overlaid 
with pure gold (1 Kings 6:20-22), and thus by this the 
“new Jerusalem” reflects again the temple, God’s 
dwelling place on this earth, in the Old Testament. 

 

Thus the “new Jerusalem”—where the people of God will dwell for eternity—is described as a giant 
“Holy of Holies,” signifying that God dwells now physically on this earth.   
 
It’s also important to note that the “new Jerusalem” is not just a city, but a people as well (it is 
described as “the bride, the wife of the lamb” in 21:9). We will dwell in the New Jerusalem at the end 
of time.  Be we also are the New Jerusalem, God’s beloved city! 
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5. Finally, we will see God in eternity! 
 

o Elsewhere the Bible tells us that “No one has ever seen God” (John 1:18), for “no one 
can see Me and live” (Exodus 33:20). 

 
o This is why Moses was only allowed to see the back of God in Exodus; he could not see 

God’s face (Exodus 33:23). 
 

o In the “new heavens” and “new earth,” that will change: 
 

“They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.” (Rev. 22:4 NIV) 
 

o This is the true reward of eternity; you can’t really know someone fully until you see 
them.  Up until this point, we have been observing God at a distance; through a “glass 
darkly” (1 Corinthians 13:12); at the end of time we will see the face of our creator.  This 
is the hope of all mankind: 

 
One thing I ask from the LORD, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house 
of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the LORD and to 
seek him in his temple. (Ps. 27:4 NIV) 
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[2] Epilogue to Revelation 

Revelation 22:6-21 
  

- The book of Revelation ends with an “epilogue,” consisting of several short statements.  There 
are three “speakers” in this epilogue—John, an Angel and Jesus Himself. 

 
- These statements can be organized around two major themes: 

 
❶ The authenticity of the book (22:6, 8, 16, 18-19). 
 

o John makes it a point several times to emphasize that the vision he has received 
is authentic and therefore trustworthy.   
 

o The authenticity of the vision is declared by an angel (22:6), John (22:8) and 
Jesus Himself (22:16). 

 
o Because of the authenticity of the vision, John is commanded to share his vision 

with people and not “seal it up” (22:10—a contrast to Daniel 12:4, where Daniel 
is told explicitly to seal up the prophecy he was given).   

 
o John also warns against anyone who would try to add or take away from what 

John has written (22:18-19). 
 

 
❷ The nearness of Christ’s return (22:7, 10, 12, 20). 
 

o Another main emphasis of the “epilogue” the fact that Jesus is returning “soon.”  
The idea of the “soon-ness” of Christ’s return is found all throughout Scripture; 
Christ’s return is “soon” in the sense that His return is the next major event in 
the storyline of the world. 
 

o Along with the reminder that Jesus is returning “soon” is a call to righteous 
living (22:14), and a reward for those who live in that way (22:12). 

 
o Jesus also further identifies Himself in this passage as the “Alpha” and “Omega” 

(a title used of God the Father in Revelation 1:8), the “root and offspring of 
David” (taken from Isaiah 11:1 and 10), and the “bright Morning star,” taken 
from Numbers 24:17. 

 
- Finally, there is a call from John to Jesus for Him to “Come” soon (Revelation 22:20)—and a call 

from the Spirit of God to you and me to “come” to Jesus: 
 

The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let the one who hears say, "Come!" Let the one 
who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life. 
(Rev. 22:17 NIV) 
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“The epilogue of 22:6–21 serves as an appropriate conclusion to the whole book, summing up 
the key emphases—the sovereignty of God, the return of Christ, the necessity of conversion for 
unbelievers and of faithful perseverance for believers. God inspired this book to encourage 
beleaguered Christians, telling them that in reality their suffering was temporary and their final 
victory was certain. We need this message desperately in our time as well, for evil still seems to 
be in control. We need assurance that it is not and that in fact its days are numbered. From this 
book, we can know beyond any shadow of doubt that the answer to this world’s ills is the same 
today as it was in John’s day—'even so, Lord, quickly come.’”  

- Grant Osborne, Revelation Verse by Verse 
 
 
 
 
 

Application: Living In Light of Eternity 
 

- In his final book in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe series, C.S. Lewis concludes with a 
great description of the Christian hope for eternity.  He writes, 

 
“For us this is the end of the story….But for them it was only the beginning of the real 
story.  All their life in this world had only been the cover and the title page: now, at last, 
they were beginning chapter one of the Great Story, which no one on earth has read, 
which goes on forever, and in which every chapter is better than the one before.” 

- C. S. Lewis 
 

- What a great thought!  Eternity “will go on forever” and “every chapter is better than the one 
before.” 

 
- Eternity is both our hope and our motivation in the Christian life: it is our hope because we 

know that no matter how difficult things get on this earth, we have something better awaiting 
us; it is our motivation because we understand that our call is to live as citizens of God’s 
Kingdom now. 
 

- Jesus is returning, and Jesus is returning soon.  No matter how all of the details of the end of the 
world will work out, this we can agree upon.  Let’s live in light of that every day! 

 
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him,  
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Romans 15:13 
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Discussion Questions 
 
 

1. Read Revelation 21:1-4.  What excites you the most about the “new heavens” and “new earth”?  
Why do you think that is? 

 
 

2. What does it mean to you to think that our deepest longings won’t be fulfilled until we reach the 
“new heavens” and the “new earth”?  What effect does that have on how you think about our 
everyday life? 

 
 

3. Re-read Revelation 21:6-8.  What stands out to you about this list?  What is your reaction to 
who will and who “won’t” be able to make it into the “new heavens” and “new earth”? 

 
 

4. Look at the chart on pg. 5.  What description of eternity is the most meaningful to you?  Why? 
 
 

5. Read John’s comments about the authenticity of the book in 22:6, 8, 16, 18-19.  Why do you 
think John wants to emphasize so much the authenticity of the book?  How does that impact 
how we read Revelation? 

 
 

6. Finally, how does the book of Revelation both motivate you and provide you hope in the every 
day? 
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Appendix 1: A Brief History of the End of the World 
A Pre-Wrath, Pre-Millennial View 

 

 
 
The Final Seven Years 
 

 The Appearance of the Anti-Christ.  The final seven years will begin with the appearance of the Anti-Christ on this earth (see Daniel 9:26-27, the 
mention of the “ruler to come” [Daniel 9:26] and the “covenant” he will confirm with many for one seven years [referred to in Daniel 9:26 as one 
“seven”]).  This corresponds with the opening of the first seal and the sending of the first “horseman of the apocalypse,” the rider on the white horse 
with the bow, in Revelation 6:1-2. 

 
 The “Abomination of Desolation.”  In the middle of the final seven years, the Anti-Christ will commit the “abomination of desolation” (see Daniel 9:27 

– “In the middle of the ‘seven’ …at the temple he will  set up an abomination that causes desolation”).  This is when the Anti-Christ will sit in the “Holy 
of Holies” in the temple, proclaiming himself to be God (2 Thessalonians 2:4).  When this happens, the Anti-Christ, along with the “false prophet” (the 
“second beast” of Revelation 13:11-17) will set up the “mark of the beast,” forcing people to worship the Anti-Christ.  This will be the start of the 
“Great Tribulation” (Matthew 24:15-21).  The “abomination of desolation” and the Great Tribulation that follows corresponds to the opening of seals 
2-6 in Revelation 6:3-11).  The “abomination of desolation” will also start the ministry of the two witnesses of Revelation 11:3-12. 

Second 3 ½ YearsFirst  3 ½ Years

The “Abomination 
of Desolation”

The Trumpet 
Judgments

Rev. 8-11

Seal
1

Seal
2

Seals
3-6

Midpoint

?

The Appearance of 
the Anti-Christ

Matt 24:21-22, 36

Seal
7

The Rapture
Rev. 7



Th
e 

“B
o

w
l J

u
d

gm
en

ts
”




“The Great Tribulation” “The Day of the Lord”

Th
e

 R
etu

rn
 o

f C
h

rist
1,000 Years

The Millennial
Reign of Christ

The “New Heavens” and 
the “New Earth”

Eternity



 

(Note: Not to scale.) 



11 

 
 The “Rapture.”  We might expect that the “Great Tribulation” would last a full 3 ½ years since it starts with the “abomination of desolation” in the 

middle of the final seven years.  But Jesus indicates in Matthew 24:22 that if that happened, no Christian would survive and God does not want that to 
happen (“If those days [the ‘Great Tribulation’] had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days [the ‘Great 
Tribulation’] will be shortened.” [Matthew 24:22]).  Thus when God has decided that the last Christian that He has decreed to die has died (see 
Revelation 6:10-11), God will take His church out through the rapture (the “innumerable multitude” John sees in heaven in Revelation 7:9-17; see also 
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).  The rapture will correspond with the opening of the sixth seal (Revelation 6:12-17).  We don’t know how far into the final 3 
½ years that the rapture will occur (Matthew 24:36).  The “Trumpet Judgments” will take at least five months (Revelation 9:5), and so at most the 
“Great Tribulation” will last 3 years and 1 month. 
 

 The “Trumpet Judgments” and the Beginning of the Day of the Lord.  It is the rapture of the church that then starts the “Day of the Lord”—God’s 
judgment on unbelievers.  The “Day of the Lord” begins in Revelation with the opening of the seventh seal (Revelation 8:1), which begins the seven 
“trumpet judgments”(Revelation 8:2-11:19).  The “trumpet judgments” will last at least 5 months (Revelation 9:5).  The blowing of the seventh 
trumpet will make the end of the final 7 years of this earth.  During the trumpet judgments, the 144,000 (the remnant of Israel) are still here on this 
earth (Revelation 7:1-8 with Revelation 9:4).  They will come to Christ during this time. 

 
 The “Bowl Judgments.”  The blowing of the seventh and final trumpet will bring about the seven bowl judgments of God (Revelation 15-16).  The bowl 

judgments will occur at the very end of the final seven years and will occur very quickly; as people on earth are experiencing the sores of the first bowl 
judgment (Revelation 16:2), the earth will be plunged into darkness with the fifth bowl judgment (Revelation 16:10-11).  This is the final part of the 
“Great and Terrible Day of the Lord.”  Most Christians will not be earth during this time; they will have been raptured out—the only Christians on 
earth at this time are those who came to faith after the rapture. 

 
The Return of Christ, the Millennium, and the New Heavens and New Earth 
 

 The Return of Christ.  When the seventh bowl of God’s wrath has been poured out, Jesus Christ will return to this earth (Revelation 19:11-16).  When 
Jesus returns, the great “‘Skirmish’ of Armageddon” will take place (Revelation 16:12-16; 19:19-21).  The forces of evil will be defeated at this 
“skirmish.”  The Anti-Christ and the “False Prophet” will be thrown into the “Lake of Fire” when the battle is over (Revelation 19:20). 

 
 The Millennial Reign of Christ.  After the “‘Skirmish’ of Armageddon,” an angel will bind Satan in the “Abyss” (Revelation 20:1-3), and Christ will set up 

a throne on this earth, and along with Christians will reign for 1,000 years on this current earth (Revelation 20:4-6).  Following the 1,000 years, Satan 
will be set free and will recruit an army to battle Jesus.  This battle will fail when fire comes down for heaven (Revelation 20:7-10).  Following the final 
defeat of Satan, Satan will be thrown into the “Lake of Fire” for eternity (Revelation 20:10), along with those who have not put their faith in Jesus 
(Revelation 20:11-15—the “Great White Throne Judgment”). 

 
 The “New Heavens” and “New Earth.”  Following the 1,000 year reign of Jesus and the “Great White Throne Judgment,” God will create a “new 

heavens” and a “new earth” (Revelation 21:1-22:5).  Heaven and earth will meet at this time, and God and Jesus will dwell with us forever! 
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Appendix 2: The Structure of Revelation 
 
One of the most difficult things about the book of Revelation is that the chapters do not always follow chronologically.  There is one main 
storyline / narrative to the book of Revelation beginning in Revelation 6 and concerns the judgment of the world.  Occasionally, however, John 
will hit the “pause button” (sometimes without warning) in order to talk about something else he wants to talk about.  The chart below provides 
an attempt to highlight the main “storyline” of Revelation (the boxes at the top), as well as the three times in Revelation where John hits the 
“pause” button.  If you desired to just read the main storyline of Revelation, read only the chapters in the top row of boxes, skipping the boxes 
that “jet out” from the bottom. 
 
 

Main Narrative of Revelation: God’s Judgment Upon this Earth 

 

Description of “Pause Buttons”  
 

1st “Pause Button”:  In Revelation 10, John is given a “little scroll” that contains more details about the end of time.  This “little scroll” is likely the scroll 
of Daniel 12 that Daniel is told to keep “sealed” until the appropriate time (Daniel 12:9).  In Revelation 11:1-14, John gives some detail about a final 
end-time empire and two witnesses that will prophesy during the final 3 ½ years of this earth. 
 
2nd “Pause Button”: In Revelation 12-13, John describes a great spiritual battle occurring in four “acts.”  It shows the forces of evil that stand behind 
the events of this earth, going all of the way back to the beginning of time.  Revelation 13, the final “act” of this battle, gives important detail about 
the actions of the Anti-Christ at the end of time.  Revelation 14 is the balance to Revelation 13 and reminds us that God is still in charge despite the 
evils of the Anti-Christ during the final 3 ½ years. 
 
3rd “Pause Button”: In Revelation 17-18, John gives us detail about the final, evil, end-time world empire at the end of time and its ultimate 
destruction.

Revelation 6
The Opening of the Seals on 

the 7-Sealed Scroll

Revelation 7
The Rapture and the Sealing 

of the 144,000

Revelation 8-9
The “Trumpet” Judgments:

The First Six Trumpets

Revelation 15
Prelude to the Bowl 

Judgments

Revelation 16
The Bowl Judgments

Revelation 19-21
The Return of Christ, the 
Millennium and the New 

Heavens and Earth

Revelation 10:1-11:1-14
The Little Scroll (Rev. 10)

The Two Witnesses (Rev. 11)


1st “Pause” Button

Revelation 12-14
Intermission: 

The “Cosmic” Battle


2nd “Pause” Button

Revelation 11:15-19
The “Trumpet Judgments”:

The Seventh Trumpet

Revelation 17-18
The “Fall” of the Evil Empire


3rd “Pause” Button
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1 Note that I do not agree with everything in all of these resources, and the inclusion of them here do not constitute an unqualified 
endorsement of them.  As with anything related to the Bible—including anything I say in this survey—it is incumbent upon the reader to 
examine the Scriptures to see if what is being said is true (Acts 17:11). 


