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A Survey of Revelation 
Week 5: An Introduction to the Rest of Revelation 

Revelation 6-22 
 

A Brief Overview of the Book of Revelation 
 

A. Introduction to the Book (Revelation 1) 
 

B. Letters to the Seven Churches (Revelation 2-3) 
 

C. The End of the World As We Know It: God’s Judgment Upon the World 
and Satan (Revelation 4-19:5) 

 
1. The Vision of Heaven and the “Beginning of the End” (4:1-5:14) 
2. The “Seal” Judgments (6:1-8:1) 
3. The “Trumpet” Judgments (8:2-11:19) 
4. The Conflict with the False Trinity (12:1-14:20) 
5. The “Bowl” Judgments (15:1-16:21) 
6. The End of the World (17:1-19:5) 

 
D. A Whole New World: The Return of Christ and the New Heavens and 

the New Earth (Revelation 19:6-22:21) 
1. The Return of Christ and the Millennium Kingdom (19:6-20:15) 
2. The New Heavens and the New Earth (21:1-22:11) 
3. Epilogue to Revelation (22:12-21) 

 

  

This week, I’m introducing this 
whole section! 
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Events Before the Return of Christ 
 
 

- There are many places in the Bible where we are given a glimpse of some of the events that 
surround the final years here on this earth.  The book of Revelation is not the only book of the 
Bible that discusses the end of the world. 

 
- As we study all of those places in the Bible that talk about the end of the world, what we find is 

this: consistently throughout scripture the “end of the world we know it” is going to come when 
Jesus returns to this earth.  But before that happens, the Bible seems to make it clear that there 
are a few events that will occur before this second coming of Christ. 

 
- Three events, especially, stand out.  In no particular order (!), they are: 

 
 

❶ The “Great Tribulation” (Matthew 24:211): There will be a period of great difficulty for 
God’s people on this earth (the “Great Tribulation”), brought about by the Anti-Christ 
and immediately following the “abomination of desolation.” 

 
❷ The “Rapture” (1 Thessalonians 4:172): There will be a removal of Christ-followers (the 

“rapture”) from this earth to “meet Jesus in the air.” 
 
❸ The “Great and Terrible Day of the Lord” (Joel 2:133):  A time of God’s judgment and 

wrath poured out on the inhabitants of this earth, specifically unbelievers—the “great 
and terrible day of the Lord.” 

 
 
 

- Each of these will be examined in a bit greater detail below. 
 
  

 
1 Matthew 24:21 NKJV – “For there will be a great tribulation, such as there has not been since the beginning of 
the world until now.” 

21 Thessalonians 4:17.  After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.  The Latin word that was used to 
translate the phrase “caught up together” was the Latin word raptura, from which we get “rapture.”  

3 Joel 2:13 KJV – “The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the 
terrible day of the LORD come.” 
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❶ The “Great Tribulation” (Matthew 24:21):  There will be a period of great difficulty for 
God’s people on this earth (the “Great Tribulation”), brought about by the Anti-Christ 
and immediately following the “abomination of desolation.” 

 
- The Bible seems to make it clear that the final events of this earth will occur in a pre-determined 

seven-year period, first mentioned in Daniel 9:24-27.4 
 

- It is at the beginning of this seven-year period that the anti-Christ (a Satan-inspired figure) will 
appear on the scene (“the ruler to come” of Daniel 9:26 and perhaps the “rider” on the horse in 
Revelation 6:2). 
 

- The most significant part of this final seven-year period will occur halfway through it.  At this 
point, this anti-Christ will do two things. 
 

o First, he will commit was is referred to throughout the Bible as the abomination of 
desolation (Daniel 9:27; 12:11; Matthew 24:15; 2 Thessalonians 2:4): he will somehow 
place himself on equal footing with God, perhaps sitting in the “Most Holy Place” in a re-
built temple in Israel. 

 
3 Don't be fooled by what they say. For that day will not come until there is a 
great rebellion against God and the man of lawlessness is revealed-- the one 
who brings destruction. 4 He will exalt himself and defy everything that people 
call god and every object of worship. He will even sit in the temple of God, 
claiming that he himself is God. (2 Thess. 2:3-4 NLT) 

 
o Second, following this “abomination of desolation,” he will usher in a period of severe 

difficulty, hardship and persecution for God’s people—referred several times 
throughout the Bible as “Great Tribulation.” 

 
15 "Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,' spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet, standing in the holy place …16 then let those who are in Judea flee to 
the mountains. 17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything 
out of his house. 18 And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. 19 

But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those 
days! ….21For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the 
beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. (Matt. 24:15-19, 21 
NKJ) 

 
  

 
4 See the sermon from Daniel 9 on friends.church/revelation for a sermon I did on this passage several years ago. 
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❷ The “Rapture” (1 Thessalonians 4:13): There will be a removal of Christ-followers (the 
“rapture”) from this earth to “meet Jesus in the air.” 

 
 

- The Bible makes it clear that at or near the return of Christ to this earth, those who have put 
their faith in Jesus will be removed from this earth to meet Jesus in the air. 
 

After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. (1 Thess. 4:17 
NIV) 

 
- This is commonly referred to as the “rapture.”  This is because when 1 Thessalonians 4:17 was 

translated into Latin, the phrase “caught up” was translated by the Latin word raptura, from 
which we get our English word, rapture. 

 
- The rapture is an undeniable fact of Scripture.  The sudden removal of Christians from this 

earth to an ascended (and, perhaps, returning) Jesus is taught several places in Scripture:5 
 

And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from 
the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. (Matt. 24:31 NIV) 
 
And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of the heavens. (Mk. 13:27 NIV) 
 
That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; 
one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one 
will be taken and the other left. (Matt. 24:39-41 NIV) 

   
- Though the rapture is undeniable, there is considerable debate as to when it may happen.  

(More on that later.) 
 
  

 
5 In addition to these, there are possibly more references.  See, for example, 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 and Revelation 
7:9, 13-14. 
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❸ The “Great and Terrible Day of the Lord” (Joel 2:13):  A time of God’s judgment and 
wrath poured out on the inhabitants of this earth, specifically unbelievers—the “great 
and terrible day of the Lord.” 

 
- Finally, the Bible indicates that there will be a time when God’s judgment and wrath finally gets 

poured out on the inhabitants of this earth, specifically those who are unbelievers. 
 

- This concept is first introduced in the Old Testament, most notably in the book of Joel: 
 

I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows of 
smoke. 31 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the LORD. (Joel 2:30-31 NIV) 

 

- It is continued in the New Testament, most notably appearing in 2 Peter 3:10-13: 
 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid 
bare….That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements 
will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new 
heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. (2 Pet. 3:10, 12-13 NIV) 

 
- Two important notes about the “great and terrible day of the Lord”: 

 
o This “great and terrible day of the Lord” seems to be different from the “great 

tribulation.”  The “great tribulation” is a period of persecution brought about by Satan 
and the anti-Christ, whereas the “great and terrible day of the Lord” is a period of 
judgment carried out by God. 

 
o It is also important to note that “day” does not necessarily refer to one 24-hour period.  

Here, it probably refers to a period of time.  In my opinion, much of the rest of the book 
of Revelation concerns how this time period will unfold (more on that later). 

 
 

Summary 

 
I believe these three events—the “Great Tribulation,” the “Rapture” and the “Great and Terrible Day of 
the Lord” are undeniable events that are to occur before the Return of Christ and the end of the world 
as we know it. 
 
The key question is—in what order do they occur?  Specifically, when do God’s people get “raptured” 
to meet Jesus?  This is important to know, because in many ways how we read the rest of the book of 
Revelation is influenced by the decision we make. 
 
To this we turn our attention next! 
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The Timing of the “Rapture” 
 
Introduction 

 
- One of the key debates regarding a discussion of the end-time concerns the timing of the 

“rapture.”  When, exactly, does Jesus take His people out of the earth to “meet him in the air” (1 
Thessalonians 4:17). 

 
- Several theories have been proposed.  One of the most prominent ones is what is called the 

“pre-tribulational” rapture (often shortened to just “pre-trib”). 
 
The Pre-Tribulation Rapture Explained 
 

- The “pre-trib” rapture view holds that Christians are taken out of this earth at the very 
beginning of the final seven years of this earth.   

 
- Represented in a (simplified) timeline of the final seven years of the earth, the “pre-trib” rapture 

would look like this: 
 

 
 

- In this view, Christians do not have to experience any of the following: 
o the appearance of the anti-Christ 
o the abomination of desolation 
o the “Great Tribulation” (and thus the final persecution of God’s people on this earth by 

Satan) 
o and the “Great and Terrible Day of the Lord.” 

 
- There are several biblical concepts that motivate a pre-trib view.  One of the biggest ones is the 

Bible’s teaching that Christians do not have to endure coming wrath of God: 
 
They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait 
for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead-- Jesus, who rescues us from the 
coming wrath. (1 Thess. 1:9b-10 NIV) 

 
Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour 
of trial that is going to come on the whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth. 
(Rev. 3:10 NIV) 

 
- Indeed, this view sees the removal of the church as the catalyst for the last seven years.  It is 

when Christians are taken from this earth that there is no longer anything to restrain evil, thus 
ushering in the prominence of the anti-Christ and the destruction of the last days. 
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- In the book of Revelation, those who hold to a “pre-trib” rapture see the rapture as taking place 
between Revelation 3 and Revelation 4—between the “letters to the seven churches” and the 
“throne room vision of heaven.”  (John’s being taken up to heaven they will is a picture of the 
church being taken up to heaven. They also note, for example, that the word “church” is not 
mentioned at all in Revelation starting in Revelation 4 until Revelation 22.) 

 
- Though this view is much more detailed with many more parts than this, this is a rough 

summary of it! 
 

 
A Weakness in the Pre-Trib Rapture? 
 

- In my opinion, there are a few problems with the “pre-trib” rapture view, but by far the biggest 
problem is what is found in the book of 2 Thessalonians. 

 
- In Paul’s second letter to the Thessalonians, it is clear that some in the church in Thessalonica 

are concerned that they have “missed” Jesus’ second coming.  Apparently, there are some 
teachers who have taught that the “day of the Lord” has already come: 
 

1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask 
you, brothers and sisters, 2 not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching 
allegedly from us-- whether by a prophecy or by word of mouth or by letter-- asserting 
that the day of the Lord has already come. (2 Thess. 2:1-2 NIV) 

 
- Following these two verses, Paul then tells the Thessalonians how they can know that the “day 

of the Lord” has not yet come.  This is what he says: 
 

3 Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion 
occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4 He will 
oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that 
he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God…. 8 the lawless one will 
be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and 
destroy by the splendor of his coming. (2 Thess. 2:3-4, 8 NIV) 

 
- Note what Paul says here:   

 
o He tells the Thessalonians that they can know that the “day of the Lord” hasn’t come 

because the abomination of desolation by the anti-Christ (referred to here as “the 
man of lawlessness” hasn’t occurred).  This seems to indicate that Paul believes that 
Christians will be around to observe the anti-Christ and the “abomination of 
desolation.”   

 
o If Christians are around to witness the abomination of desolation, they cannot have 

been raptured out of the church before then, which means that the rapture cannot 
occur at the beginning of the seven year period (see chart on next page). 
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o If the rapture was supposed to happen before the final seven years of this earth, then 
how easy would have been for Paul to say, “You don’t have to worry about the Day of 
the Lord having already happened, because you will have been taken out of this earth 
long before then!” 

 
Someone had said to these Christians that the day of the Lord had already come, 
and Paul is arguing that can’t be. Now, how easy it would’ve been for him to say, 
“It can’t be because I’m still here. I haven’t been raptured away.” But he didn’t 
say that. That’s not what he said. He said, “Let no one deceive you in any way. 
For that day [the Lord’s day that he just referred to] will not come, unless the 
rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 
destruction” (2 Thessalonians 2:2–3).  – John Piper6 

 
o Similarly, Jesus seems to make the same point in Matthew 24: God’s people will be 

around to see this “abomination of desolation.” 
 

“So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes 
desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel…” (Matt. 24:15 NIV) 

 
- Therefore, because of this (and some other reasons), I do not believe that the “pre-trib” rapture 

is the best explanation of what we see in Scripture.   
 

- Instead, I think that there is a better one—and it’s unfolded for us in the pages of Revelation. 
  

 
6 https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/what-is-the-rapture 

No! 

https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/what-is-the-rapture
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An Alternative View: Revelation and a “Pre-Wrath” Rapture 
 
 
Revelation 6 
 

- Next week, we will begin take a look at Revelation 6 in our Bibles.   
 

- I agree with those who see in Revelation 6 a picture of the “Great Tribulation” of the anti-Christ.  
This is for a few reasons: 
 

o I believe that the first “horseman of the apocalypse”—rider on the “white horse,” 
“holding a bow” and “given a crown” who is “bent on conquest”—is a description of the 
anti-Christ (Revelation 6:1-2). 

 
o I believe that the second “horseman of the apocalypse” is a description of the 

persecution of God’s people on this earth (“Its rider was given power to take pace from 
the earth and to make people kill each other” [Revelation 6:4]). 

 
o I believe that the martyrs of Revelation 6:9 refer to (at least in part) those killed during 

the Great Tribulation. 
 

- Thus, Revelation 6 = The Great Tribulation. 

 
 
Revelation 8 and Onwards 
 

- In a couple of weeks, we will look at Revelation 8.  I believe Revelation 8 in our Bibles begins the 
“Great and Terrible Day of the Lord”—the period of God’s judgment on this earth.7 

 
7 The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire mixed with blood, and 
it was hurled down on the earth. A third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees 
were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up. 8 The second angel sounded his 
trumpet, and something like a huge mountain, all ablaze, was thrown into the sea. A 
third of the sea turned into blood, 9 a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a 
third of the ships were destroyed. (Rev. 8:7-9 NIV) 

 

- Thus, Revelation 8 and onwards = The Great and Terrible Day of the Lord 

 
  

 
7 Note that in this interpretation—and in many interpretations of Revelation—this views Revelation 10-16 as an 
“interlude”—a pause in the action that retraces the Great Tribulation and fills in some greater details about it.  We 
will talk about all of this later.   
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Revelation 7 
 

- In between Revelation 6 and 8 is Revelation 7.  And in Revelation 7, John is given another vision 
of heaven (he talks about seeing those “standing before the throne and the Lamb in 7:9).  In this 
vision of heaven, John sees something significant: 

 
9 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And 
they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to 
the Lamb." (Rev. 7:9-10 NIV) 

 
- When John asks an angel about who this multitude is, he is given the following answer: 

 
And he said, "These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” (Rev. 7:14 NIV) 

 
- Could this “great multitude” be the church?  Could they have come out of the earth after having 

suffered the “Great Tribulation” (Revelation 6”) but before the “Day of the Lord” (Revelation 8 
and onwards)? 
 

- I believe that is exactly what is going on. 
 

- Thus, Revelation 7 = The Rapture  

 
 

My view on the book of Revelation: 
 

REVELATION 6  =    THE GREAT TRIBULATION 
REVELATION 7   =    THE RAPTURE 
REVELATION 8+ =    THE GREAT AND TERRIBLE DAY OF THE LORD 

 
 

- And that’s the order in which I believe these events will occur. 
 
 
Summary: My View on the Rapture 
 

- I hold to a view called the “Pre-Wrath” Rapture.  
 

- This view states that although Christians will have to experience part or all of the “Great 
Tribulation,” we will not have to experience the “Great and Terrible Day of the Lord”  when 
God’s wrath is poured out on this earth.  We will be raptured out of this earth before then. 
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- Said another way, this view teaches that Christians…  
o will see the appearance of the anti-Christ,  
o will see the “abomination of desolation,”  
o will experience the “Great Tribulation”  
o BUT WILL BE TAKEN OUT BEFORE THE “GREAT AND TERRIBLE DAY OF THE LORD”:  

Christians will not have to experience that period of time when God’s wrath fully and 
finally is released on this earth.  They will be spared from it just like 1 Thessalonians 1:9-
10 and Revelation 3:10 says. 

 
- I believe that this view makes the most sense of not just the structure of the book of Revelation, 

but also other passages in the Bible that seem to indicate that Christians will have to go through 
a period of difficulty of this earth, but will not have to experience God’s wrath.  That is because 
when God’s wrath fully and finally gets poured out on this earth—when the “Great and Terrible 
Day of the Lord” occurs—we will be with Jesus! 

 
- I will be teaching from this view—and further unfolding it—as the rest of our time goes on. 
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Application: Why Does This Matter? 
 

- First, let me say this: I may be wrong!  In some ways, I hope I am: I would much rather be spared 
the difficulties of the Great Tribulation (if it happens in our lifetime) than go through it. 

 
- And let me also make this clear: I believe SEVERAL different views can find support in Scripture.  

My attitude on all of this is not whether or not something can be supported (many views can), 
but what makes the best sense of all that Scripture says.  In my opinion, pre-wrath makes the 
best sense of everything.  But I hold this view with humility—and I ask that you do the same wit 
your view, as well. 
 

-  That being said, the view I hold does have implications for how we live: it does matter!  Because 
this view teaches us that hard times are ahead.  We don’t get to escape them, we need to 
prepare for them.  And as tough as things are right now, there is coming a point when they will 
get even more difficult. 
 

My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the 
evil one. (John 17:15 NIV) 

 
- Among other things that means we need to support one another in the faith, not tear each 

other apart. 
 

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." (John 
13:35 NIV) 

 
- This includes a reminder of the following: 

 
Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 
building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. (Eph. 
4:29 NIV) 

 
- Question: Are you building others up or tearing others down in the Christian faith? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Don’t forget to email questions! 
questions@friends.church 

 
 
 

Homework for next week:  Read Revelation 6-7 at least twice this week.  

mailto:questions@friends.church

