
Mission

Raise funds for the Friends of Dane County Parks Endowment held by Madison Community Foundation. 

Help determine with Dane County Parks the awarding of grants from the Endowment, and other qualified
expenditures of funds from the Endowment, honor donor designations and act as a fiscal agent for friends
groups, volunteers, and approved projects. 

Raise and distribute funds for other mutually agreed upon projects benefitting the county parks, improving access
to the parks, supporting the operation of the Foundation and supporting other organizations that help our parks. 

The Foundation is a non-profit organization with a mission to support our diverse, expansive and beautiful Dane
County Parks and Trails system spanning over 17,000 acres of parks, wildlife, and natural areas and over 100 miles of
trails to promote peoples' use, connection and access to nature. Through initiatives promoting volunteerism,
education, interpretation, and community involvement, the Foundation cultivates a culture of philanthropy with those
passionate about sharing Dane County Park’s tradition of excellence today and with future generations. 

Our goals are to: 

Foundation for Dane County Parks 2021 
End of Year 

Report 
Providing for Today - Creating a Legacy for Tomorrow 

Building Our Organization

Welcomed Emilie Schada as the new part time Fundraising Coordinator, who joins the Foundation Coordinator,
Elisa Guerrero as one of two staff liaisons to the Foundation’s boards and committees. 

Continued to pursue board and committee trainings in Diversity, Equity and Inclusion initiatives and additional
opportunities to integrate equity, diversity, and inclusion goals into current and future programming. 

Grew administrative capacity to manage a Legacy Gift Program from those who wish to support County Parks in
perpetuity by naming us in their will or estate plans.

The Foundation was named as the recipient of several Memorial donations in 2021, an honor bestowed upon
the Foundation to be entrusted as a vehicle to commemorate a cherished loved one. 

In 2021, the Foundation continued to build out organizational capacity, so that we are best situated to support our
community and the Dane County Parks system. Our capacity building efforts are supported by grants from Madison
Community Foundation and the Schlecht Family Foundation that are supporting the Foundation from 2020-2022.
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Continued to build the Friends of Dane County Parks Endowment Fund,  housed in the Madison Community
Foundation, which grew by 21% in 2021 to $814,301, to support education, volunteerism and education in the parks. 

Awarded $7,981 in grants from the Friends of Dane County Endowment Fund to all five Friends and Partner groups
who applied. Since 2019, the Foundation has granted over $35,000 in support of volunteer, interpretation, and
education. Fewer grant applications were received in 2020, due to the pandemic.

With a $5,000 grant from the American Family Insurance Dreams Foundation, the team at Lussier Family Heritage
Center was able to develop outdoor environmental leadership skills in 25 youth ages 12-14 through the “Junior
Naturalist Program.” 

Launched the Healthy Parks Healthy You partnership with Dean/SSM Health and Dane County Parks to promote
the parks and their connection to personal and community health. Program highlights included a "Vaccines in the
Park" event that distributed over 550 COVID-19 vaccines, and a Parks Passport challenge. 

On September 9, 2021, the Foundation hosted a community celebration and fundraiser to recognize the
accomplishments of retired Dane County Parks Director, Darren Marsh. All proceeds from the event went to the
Foundation, which Darren helped develop over his 18 year career as Parks Director. 

Coordinated planting of 281 trees through the Legacy Forest project with the Madison Community Foundation and
Dane County Parks. One tree was planted for each MCF Legacy Society member, in lieu of an in person celebrati

Acted as fiscal agent for the Lewis E-Way Model Restoration fundraising efforts led by former Board member, Andy
Lewis. The new E-Way exhibit has been installed at the Lussier Family Heritage Center.

In 2021, the Foundation enjoyed the following accomplishments made possible by hundreds of generous
supporters: 

 

2021 Programming
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Indian Lake County Park

Joleen Stinson was named Interim Director for Dane County Parks in July, when Darren Marsh
retired. She was hired in December of 2020 as the Deputy Parks Director. Joleen is a life-long
Dane County resident who has always loved the Dane County Park system. She has spent most
of her career working for municipal parks departments, most recently as the Parks and Forestry
Division Manager for the City of Sun Prairie. When she isn’t working, she can usually be found
playing at a park with her three young boys. The Foundation is excited to have her on the team!

Welcoming Joleen Stinson

Unrestricted Donations:
$154,947

Grants awarded to the
Foundation:

$35,000

Foundation Grants awarded to
Friends and Partners:

$7,981

Foundation Volunteer Hours:
5,200Special Project Donations

Junior Naturalists: $5,000
Accessible Piers: $34,100

Healthy Parks Healthy You: $35,000  Donors: 380

 Endowment:
$814,000
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Halfway Prairie Wildlife Area

Thank You to all of our Supporters in 2021
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Anonymous Donor (18)
Access Ability Wisconsin
Nancy Allen
Kirsten Almo and Lawrence Beck
Shirley Anderson
Michellle Armstrong and James
     Lesniak
Margaret Asturias
Janet Axelson
Judy Ayers
Ann Badeau
Baker Manufacturing Company
Mark Banczak
Janet Battista
Keith Baumgartner
Dave and Carolyn Benforado
Kathleen Benjamin
James Berbee and Karen Walsh
Hal and Susan Bergan
Larry and Julie Bernauer
Barbara Binkert
Linda Bochert and David Hanson
Nan Bogue
Jack and Marian Bolz
Doug Booher and Michelle
Somes-Booher
Bat Conservation of Wisconsin
Jeffrey and Renee Boyd
Bruce and Nancy Braun
Jon Bronsdon
Brigit Brown
Dayle Bruheim
Suzanne Bryant
Bob Buchanan
The Burish Group at UBS
Pamela Bylczynski
The Capital Group at Lincoln
     Financial Advisors
Friends of Capital Springs
     Recreation Area
The Capital Times
Matt and Clare Carlson
Mike Carlson
Tim Carlson
Carlson Black O'Callaghan
Doug and Sherry Caves 

Colleen Clark Bernhardt
Verallyn Cline
Raymond and Carol Clinton
Karen Collier
Anne and Tim Connor
Kevin and Anita Connors
Gary Cragin
Dane County Conservation
     League
Dane County Council of
     Snowmobile Clubs
Dane County Pheasants Forever
Jacki Damson
Fran Degraff
Dave Dewey
Cal and Ruth Dewitt
Carla and Michael Di Lorio
Ally Doa
Terra Dryer
Betsy Drysen
Dennis Durow
Brian Durtschi
Lloyd and Pat Eagan
Jane and Tony Earl
Bill and Gina Eggert
Analiese Eicher
Rick Eilertson
Ray Eller
Jim Elleson
Bill Elsing
Jim and Jean Elvekrog
Frank Emspak
Ron Endres
Dan and Natalie Erdman
Kristine Euclide and Douglas
     Steege
Marty and Terry Evanson
Kathleen Falk and Peter Bock
Don Ferber
First Business Bank
Haze Fisch
Ellen Fisher and Doug Yanggen
Fitchburg Community Access
     Television
David and Patricia Flom
Lyle Fox and Virginia Janney

Richard Frances
Matt and Kay Frank
John Franz
Ronald French
Friends of McCarthy Park
Bill and Isabel Frischman
Russell Frisinger
Evan Fry
Karl Gant
Hammer Gernetzke
Dave Gerseth
Brian Glenzinski
Karen Godshall
Kristie Goforth
Louise Goldstein and Bruce
Thomadsen
Wava Grinde
Randall Grobe and Pam Murphy
Paul Grossberg and Dean Ziemke
Groundswell Conservancy
Sherrie Gruber
Samantha Haas
Heidi Habeger and Caleb Pourchot
Randy and Kim Hackbarth
Kris Haechen
Paul and Colleen Hagen
Jess Hankey
Diane and Tim Hanson
Jan Hanson
Larry Hanson
Wayne and Janet Hanson
Barbara and Donald Hartman
Margie Hayes
Heckmann Financial Services
Peggy Hedberg
Nancy Heiden
John Heineman
Neil Heinen and Nancy Christy
Mary Hellenbrand
Helwig Auto Clinic LLC
Timothy and Patricia Henneman
Barbara and Ronald Hennings
Sharon Hennings
Jerry Henrikson
Sandy and Ron Henshue
Patricia Hermsen

Staff - Land and Water Resources
     Department
Laura and Charles Hicklin
Katherine Hilgendorf
Peg Hilgendorf
Lorne Hillier
Duane R. Hofstetter
Debra Holm
Estate of Donna Jean Hilgendorf
Cindy Hoppe
Kathleen Hornemann
Jim and Sharel Hubing
Jack Huddleston
Jay Huemmer
Patricia Hung
Esther and Jim Huntoon
Judith and John Hutchinson
Greg and Jane Hyer
Mike Ivey and Vicki Elkin
Anne Iwata
Chris and Rhonda James
Bruce Janvenoski
Dave Jelinski
The Jenni & Kyle Foundation
David Jenkins and Mary Pertzborn
Amy Johnson
Carolyn Johnson
Marvin Johnson
David Joppa
Dean Kalmerton
John Kaltenberg
Janet and Michael Kane
Karben4 Brewing
Peter Kealy
Mary Kearney
Teri Keeler
Janice Kellogg
Daniel and Linda Kerkman
Nancy Kerl
Mike Klinkner
Elizabeth and David Koehler
Mary and Scott Kolar
Joe Kollar
Felix Kowalewsky
Doug and Joan Kozel
Thomas and Margie Krauskopf

Sponsors from our September Fundraiser are listed in bold
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Larry Kruckman and Carolyn White
Fritz Kruger
Kurt and Ann Krumholz
Rosemary Kuehn
Charleen Kuhn
Kathy Kuntz and Henry Huemmer
Rod LaBlanc
Mary Langsdorf
Dick Laufenberg
Bobbi Leen and David Dyer
Elizabeth Lemon
Beth and Ken LePine
Andy and Pam Lewis
Shawn Lewis
Patty Loew
David Lonsdorf and Marilyn
Chaney
Vernon and Sylvia Lowell
David Lucey
Pete and Jill Lundberg
David Lunney
W Michael Lunney
William Lunney and Judie Pfeifer
Michael Lutz
Marcia MacKenzie
MadCity Dream Homes
Madison Community Foundation
Madison Gas & Electric
    Foundation
Madison Fishing Expo
Mary Manering and Dennis Tande
Kate and Dan Marquardt
Darren and Dawn Marsh
Peter Marshall
Mathew Marty and Kathryn
     Wiggins
Percy Mather and Lisa Seidman
Dorla Mayer
Patty McCallum
Lisa McCann
Nancy McCartan
Tim McGee
Marilyn Meade and Barbara
Whitney
Vanessa Meinke
Russell Menendez
Darrel Meyer
Sigurd Midelfort

Thank You to all of our Supporters in 2021
Dan and Kellie Miller
Jim Miller
Steve Mintz
Ann and David Moffat
Phyllis Moore
Stephen Morton
Jeanne and Michael Mraz
Brad Mullins
Dennis Murphy
Liz Murray
Roger and Karen Nacker
Kenneth Newman
Jennifer Norsetter
James O'Brien
Dennis and Sara O'Loughlin
Bonnie Omit
Mari Onsrud
Orange Tree Imports
Tom and Lynn Parker
Friends of Donald Park
Steve Parrell
Patricia Paska
Andy Paulios
Mel Pearlman
Gwen Peirce
Anne Perrote
Larry Perzentka
Linda Peterson
Beverly Pieper
Ann Pollock
Jim Pope
Chuck and Cheryl Porter
Nancy Prusaitis
Quercus Land Stewardship
     Services
Timothy Radelet
Anita Ranum
Bill Ranum
Margaret Ranum
Steve Ranum
Melissa RatCliff
Janice and Fred Redford
Dave Rennhack
Mary Rheineck
Kyle Richmond and Ken
     Monteleone
Sara Rigelman
Dave and Linda Ripp

Fred and Nancy Risser
Jean Roark
Mark Rooney and Gail Morton
Anne Roseman
Megan Roth-Markham
Cathy and Ron Rotter
Jim Ryan
William Ryan and Theresa
     Braun-Ryan
American Family Insurance
Dreams Foundation
American Family Insurance
Four Lakes Traditional Music
     Collective
Barbara Sanford
Sinikka Santala
Mary Schlaefer
Schlecht Family Foundation
Billy Schmelzer
Janet Schmelzer
Marica Schmelzer
SVA Financial LLC
Donna and Mary Seim
Kathy and Nancy Seim
Ron and Ann Semmann
Mark Severson
Gail and Dan Shea
Jean and Jerry Sieling
Signs by Tomorrow
Linda Sime
Mike and Linda Slavney
Ian Smith
Cynda Solberg
Bob and Lisa Sorge
Southern Wisconsin Trout
     Unlimited
Summit Credit Union
Lon and Sue Sprecher
Andrea Stanislawski
David Stark
Irv Steinhauer
Tom Stemrich
Joleen and Everette Stinson
Judy Stolper
Ellen Taylor-Powell
TDS Telecom
Judith Temby
Rick Templeton

Robert and Caryl Terrell
Donna and Chet Thomas
Tom Thompson
Doug Thoresen
Paul Thoresen and Janice Singles
Securian Financial
Tom and Kim Thoresen
John Thorstad
Donald and Joanne Tierney
Marian Timmerman and Bill
     McCarthy
Peter Tropman and Ginny Graves
Patricia Tuckwell and Bill Muehl
Karen and Tim Turino
Joe Vande Slunt
Bob and Susie Vig
Barbara Walker
Ron Wallace
Lorette Wambach
Mike and Jill Weber
SSM Health / Dean Health Plan
Topf Wells and Sally Probaso
Jim Welsh
Gary Werner and Melanie Lord
Elizabeth Wessel
William White
Lyman and Lynn Wible
Tara and Greg Wilkin
William Williams and Jean Marie
     Wiencek
Michael Williamson and Mary Ann
     Doll
Ken Willing
Sally Wilmeth and Terry Geurkink
Wisconsin Conservation Voters
Tami Wipperfurth
Joyce Witt
Arleen Wolek and Chuck Vetzner
Wolf Pack Adventures
David Wood
Carla Wright
Kim Wright
Jim Young
Leone Young
Joan and Steve Ziegler
Jan Zimmerman
Dave Zweifel

Foundation for Dane County Parks 
5201 Fen Oak Drive Room 208, Madison WI 53718

foundationfordanecountyparks.org
foundationfordanecountyparks@gmail.com


