
MIT SLOAN SPORTS ANALYTICS CONFERENCE AGENDA - THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021

Time (EST) Live Panels
Competitive Advantage Talks

Presented by 

Research Papers
Presented by

Competitions

8:30 AM -9:00 AM Workout Class presented by

9:15 AM - 9:45 AM Welcome Remarks

10:00 AM - 10:15 AM

The New Sports Fan: 
Innovation and Data

Research Paper 
Posters Presented by

10:15 AM - 10:30 AM

10:30 AM - 10:45 AM Building the Ultimate Global Rating System 
for Racquet Sports

10:45 AM - 11:00 AM

11:00 AM - 11:15 AM
A Conversation with 
Andrew Yang and 

Nate Silver

Howzdata: How 
Analytics is 

Revolutionizing Cricket

Driving Inclusion of Women in Sports – Tools 
and Solutions to Enable Impact

11:15 AM - 11:30 AM

11:30 AM - 11:45 AM The Path Forward: Analytics as an 
Organizational Imperative

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM

12:00 PM - 12:15 PM

Quantify This: Valuing 
Sports Sponsorships

Say Goodbye to the 40 
Yard Dash: The Future 
of NFL Roster Building

VIP Fireside Chat 
(VIP Ticket holders 

only)

Transforming Higher Education with DATA: 
Data, Analytics, Technology and Athletics

12:15 PM - 12:30 PM

12:30 PM - 12:45 PM Creating Player Development 
Systems in Esports

12:45 PM - 1:00 PM

1:00 PM - 1:15 PM The Show Must Go On: 
Digitization and 

Innovation in 
the Sports World

Super Glue: 
Investigating Basketball 

Culture vs. Analytics

How Bundesliga uses cloud technology to 
improve business operations, to personalize 

the fan experiences, and more.

Sports Gaming 
Innovation 
Challenge 

presented by

1:15 PM - 1:30 PM

1:30 PM - 1:45 PM

1:45 PM - 2:00 PM Fan Engagement in the 
time of COVID

2:00 PM - 2:15 PM
Select Your Fighter: 

How to Assess Players 
and Build an Esports 

Roster

Leading Through 
Change and Transition

2:15 PM - 2:30 PM
Democratizing Athletic Talent Identification 

via AR Technology – Leveraging the Power of 
Collaboration to Unlock Infinite 

Business Impact
2:30 PM - 2:45 PM

2:45 PM - 3:00 PM Don't Call Them Non-Revenue Sports: The 
case for an accounting revolution to protect 

cash-flow-positive "non-revenue" sports3:00 PM - 3:15 PM

Trash Talking: 
Live at SSAC

Backdoor Cover: 
Revolutionizing Sports 

During COVID
3:15 PM - 3:30 PM

3:30 PM - 3:45 PM
The Ideal Sports League

Research Paper 

Posters Presented by

3:45 PM - 4:00 PM

4:00 PM - 4:15 PM

Show Not Tell: Sports 
Storytelling

The Case for Activism: 
Sports’ Impact on 

Society

Beyond the Gambit: 
Chess’ Big Move

How to Meet Your Fan's Netflix 
Level Expectations

4:15 PM - 4:30 PM

4:30 PM - 4:45 PM

4:45 PM - 5:00 PM

5:00 PM - 5:15 PM When the Sports World 
Stopped & How It Came 

Back to Life: COVID 
and The Future of 

Sports

To Play or Not To Play: 
Rich Eisen 1-on-1 

with J.J. Watt
5:15 PM - 5:30 PM

5:30 PM - 5:45 PM

Don’t Get Defensive Presented by
All Day

Visit Here to Play: http://bit.ly/DontGetDefensive

Drop-in Resume Reviews
12:00 PM - 1:30 PM

Visit Networking Lounge

Career Playbooks
2:00 PM - 3:30 PM

Visit Networking Lounge

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

3:30 PM - 5:30 PM

https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/the-new-sports-fan-innovation-and-data
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/a-conversation-with-andrew-yang-and-nate-silver
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/a-conversation-with-andrew-yang-and-nate-silver
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/howzdata-how-analytics-is-revolutionizing-cricket
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/quantify-this-valuing-sports-sponsorships-presented-by-bose
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/say-goodbye-to-the-40-yard-dash-the-future-of-nfl-roster-building
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/the-show-must-go-on-digitization-and-innovation-in-the-sports-world
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/the-show-must-go-on-digitization-and-innovation-in-the-sports-world
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/super-glue-investigating-basketball-culture-vs-analytics
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/super-glue-investigating-basketball-culture-vs-analytics
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/select-your-fighter-how-to-assess-players-and-build-an-esports-roster
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/leading-through-change-and-transition-presented-by-wasserman
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/trash-talking-live-at-ssac
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/trash-talking-live-at-ssac
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/backdoor-cover-revolutionizing-sports-during-covid
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/show-not-tell
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/the-case-for-activism-sports-impact-on-society
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/beyond-the-gambit-chess-big-move
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/when-the-sports-world-stopped-how-it-came-back-to-life-covid-and-the-future-of-sports
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/to-play-or-not-to-play-rich-eisen-1-on-1-with-j-j-watt
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/to-play-or-not-to-play-rich-eisen-1-on-1-with-j-j-watt
http://bit.ly/DontGetDefensive


MIT SLOAN SPORTS ANALYTICS CONFERENCE AGENDA - FRIDAY, APRIL 9, 2021

Time (EST) Live Panels
Competitive Advantage Talks

Presented by 

Research Papers 
Presented by

Networking 

Events
Competitions

8:30 AM -9:00 AM Workout Class presented by

9:30 AM - 9:45 AM Predicting NBA Talent from Enormous 
Amounts of College Basketball Tracking 

Data9:45 AM - 10:00 AM
How Bundesliga uses cloud technology to 

improve business operations, to 
personalize the fan 

experiences, and more.
10:00 AM - 10:15 AM

Making a QB1: The 

Science Behind QB 
Evaluations

Acceleration of Sports 

Data Innovation at 

ESPN

Routine Inspection: A playbook for 
corner kicks

10:15 AM - 10:30 AM The Digitalization of the 
Fitness Industry

10:30 AM - 10:45 AM
MAYFIELD: Machine Learning Algorithm 

for Yearly Forecasting Indicators and 
Estimation of Long-Run Player 

Development
10:45 AM - 11:00 AM Vision - The Ultimate Competitive 

Advantage in Sports
11:00 AM - 11:15 AM

Negotiating the Future: 
How Priorities Changed 
as a Result of COVID

The Data Dangle: 
Hockey Analytics

Big Data Energy: How 
Marketing Technology 

and Analytics are 
Changing Sports

I Think We'll Go to Boston - Marathon 
Performance Prediction

11:15 AM - 11:30 AM eNASCAR: The Virtual Fast Track 
to Fan Engagement

11:30 AM - 11:45 AM Risk of Collusion: Will Groups of 3 Ruin 
the FIFA World Cup?

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM

12:00 PM - 12:15 PM Evolving Sports 
Through Technology: 
How Data is Changing 
the Way We Innovate

in Sports

A Conversation with
Mark Cuban 

and Andy Slavitt

Premier Lacrosse League: Using Data to 
Plan and Execute a COVID-Free Season

Decoding MLB Pitch Sequencing 
Strategies via Directed Graph 

Embeddings Women’s 

Networking

Lunch

Wisdom from the 
Bleachers: How 
MLB Uses Fan 
Feedback in 

Strategic Decision
Making

12:15 PM - 12:30 PM

12:30 PM - 12:45 PM SailGP is tacking to better 
performance using the 

Oracle Cloud

Using Mobile Location Data to Assess 
Sponsorship Effectiveness

12:45 PM - 1:00 PM

1:00 PM - 1:15 PM
Need 

Fantastic 
Trophies

Getting a Handle on 
Social Media: How Data 

is Engaging GenZ
without Losing GenX

Research Paper Finals

Presented by

Hackathon 
Finals 

Presented by
1:15 PM - 1:30 PM

1:30 PM - 1:45 PM

Career 
Conversations

1:45 PM - 2:00 PM

2:00 PM - 2:15 PM

Alternative Investing: 
Teams and SPACs

Fact or Fiction: 
Basketball Mythbusting

Phillie Phanatics: How 
Teams Cultivate and 
Grow a Passionate 

Fanbase

The First Four Shots
2:15 PM - 2:30 PM

2:30 PM - 2:45 PM The Top 25 Most Innovative 
Teams in the World

2:45 PM - 3:00 PM

3:00 PM - 3:15 PM

Adapting on the Fly: 
The Future of Ticketing

The Invisible Opponent: 
Our Mental Health 

Crisis

Outwit, Outplay, 
Outlast: Survivor

Analytics

Startup Competition
< $1mm Track and

> $1mm Track

Presented by

3:15 PM - 3:30 PM

3:30 PM - 3:45 PM

3:45 PM - 4:00 PM

4:00 PM - 4:15 PM
Sabermetrics v. The 
World: Are Analytics 
Baseball's Answer?

Women’s Sports: The 
Time is NOW

Don’t Get 

Defensive Finals 

Presented by

4:15 PM - 4:30 PM

4:30 PM - 4:45 PM

4:45 PM - 5:00 PM

5:00 PM - 5:15 PM Self-Made Sports
Legends and 

Entrepreneurs: Michael 
Rubin and A-Rod

A Keeper: The 
Evolution 

of Soccer Analytics
5:15 PM - 5:30 PM

5:30 PM - 5:45 PM

6:00 PM - 6:30 PM Alpha Awards

1:30 PM - 3:30 PM

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

4:00 PM - 5:15 PM

Workshop:

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM

https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/making-a-qb1-the-science-behind-qb-evaluations
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/acceleration-of-sports-data-innovation-at-espn
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/negotiating-the-future-how-priorities-changed-as-a-result-of-covid
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/the-data-dangle-hockey-analytics
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/big-data-energy-how-marketing-technology-and-analytics-are-changing-sports
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/big-data-energy-how-marketing-technology-and-analytics-are-changing-sports
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/big-data-energy-how-marketing-technology-and-analytics-are-changing-sports
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/evolving-sports-through-technology-how-data-is-changing-the-way-we-innovate-in-sports-presented-by-aws
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/evolving-sports-through-technology-how-data-is-changing-the-way-we-innovate-in-sports-presented-by-aws
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/cuban-slavitt
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/cuban-slavitt
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/cuban-slavitt
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/need-fantastic-trophies
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/need-fantastic-trophies
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/need-fantastic-trophies
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/getting-a-handle-on-social-media-how-data-is-engaging-genz-without-losing-genx
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/alternative-investing-teams-and-spacs
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/fact-or-fiction-basketball-mythbusting
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/phillie-phanatics-how-teams-cultivate-and-grow-a-passionate-fanbase
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/adapting-on-the-fly-the-future-of-ticketing
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/the-invisible-opponent-our-mental-health-crisis
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/outwit-outplay-outlast-survivor-analytics
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/sabermetrics-v-the-world-are-analytics-baseballs-answer
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/womens-sports-the-time-is-now
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/self-made-sports-legends-and-entrepreneurs-michael-rubin-and-a-rod
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/a-keeper-the-evolution-of-soccer-analytics
https://www.sloansportsconference.com/event/a-keeper-the-evolution-of-soccer-analytics

