
Electricity, fossil gas, and oil prices have risen across the world over the past several months, driven in part by
pandemic-related market disruptions and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Fossil fuel pundits have tried to claim that
environmental policies are driving up energy costs, but clean energy is not the problem – it’s the solution.In light
of current events, 77% of Americans are worried about energy availability and affordability, but voters across
party lines support investments to advance clean energy production in America, along with policies that hold oil
and gas companies accountable for price shocks.

Suggested Talking Points:

“Clean energy will save [Virginians] money.” 
Wind, solar, energy efficiency, and other clean and renewable technologies provide more affordable
electricity.   In most cases, renewable electricity is now cheaper than any fossil fuel option. 

“Clean energy achieves energy independence.” 
“Energy independence” resonates with voters better than “energy security.” 

“Power companies must prioritize energy efficiency to lower electricity bills.”
32% of voters nationwide want utilities to prioritize efficiency improvements and cost savings.

Frame clean energy as the solution to high energy costs:
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America is too dependent on volatile fossil fuels.
Fossil fuel price spikes like this have happened before and will happen again. Alternatively, the costs of
solar have dropped 85% since 2010 and the costs of both onshore and offshore wind have dropped
about 50%.
Clean energy is less vulnerable to the market forces that affect fossil fuels. 

Oil company CEOs – aided by the Republican politicians whose pockets they line – are profiteering off of
America’s fossil fuel dependence and Putin’s invasion of Ukraine.

Be explicit about what and who is really causing the problem:

Note: In the short term, people may need bill assistance or other consumer protections for immediate
relief. You should find out what solutions exist for your community.

info@climatecabinet.org
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