
D E E P  C R E E K  L A N D C A R E  G R O U P
Covering Lancefield – Romsey and Monegeeta Districts

Deep Creek Landcare Group has been working closely with 
MRSC by conducting spotlight surveys in the Cobaws to see 
what animals and birds call our Cobaw Ranges home and to 
understand the conservation significance of this site. Surveys 
provide current data of species present which allows various 
organisations to determine the conservation significance of 
the Cobaw ranges.

Barking owls, brush and ringtail possums, antechinus, 
brush tailed phascogales, wallaby and gliders to name a few 
which have been spotted on these cold wintery nights. When 
the weather improves we will conduct more spotlight tours 
for anyone interested in joining us.

We are also looking for expressions of interest in 
running some wildflower walks during late October early 
November. We have engaged a knowledgeable member of 
our Landcare Group, Robin Ford, who is willing to share his 
time exploring the Cobaws to identify some of the amazing 
native flora in the Cobaws. These walks will also be followed 

by a bbq lunch and refreshments. If you would be interested 
in attending a wildflower walk in the Cobaws, please register 
your interest by emailing deepcreeklandcare@gmail.com 
with your name and contact details for this event and we will 
keep you updated.

In other news

Indian myna bird traps are available and any trappers no 
longer using cages please advise Pat Danko via the email 
listed above. Myna bird numbers for June were 87.

next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Monday 14th August @ 
8pm at the Lancefield Mechanics Hall Annexe. All  
are welcome.

Ever wondered  
what is in the  
bush at night?
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Tax Help

Support with basic tax returns is available at the 
Neighbourhood House from mid July to October. This is 
a free service. We can help you set up a My Gov account 
if required and help you complete your tax return on line. 
Phone the House on 5429 1214 to make an appointment.

Tai Chi

Macedon Ranges Tai Chi are now running classes at the 
Neighbourhood House on Wednesday This gentle style of 
Tai Chi specialises in help for arthritis sufferers and for falls 
injury prevention. Their purpose “…is to empower people to 
improve their health and wellness.

Classes run during school term dates on Wednesdays 
at 11.30 am for one hour, Cost is $10 for casual rate or $80 

for 10 sessions. If you would like to do an early morning or 
evening classes contact Susie on 0421 017 161

Scrapbooking & Card Making

Charlotte Burns is offering Scrapbooking, Card Making 
and Stamping. Take some time off for yourself and join us 
for your choice of card making or scrapbooking. $10 entry 
includes Morning Tea, 2 cards or 1 scrapbook page. First 
class free! No experience necessary. Contact Charlotte on 
0438 855 925 for more details or to register.

Form Filling Service

The Neighbourhood House can help with all that difficult 
paperwork. This is for when you want help to fill in a form, or 

	 L ance    f i eld    N e i g h b our   h ood    Hou   s e
	 78 High Street, PO Box 171 Lancefield 3435; Phone: 5429 1214; Email: lancefieldhouse@tpg.com.au; Web: www.macedoncommunity.org

Contunued page 4

something  
for everyoneDuring August, Council will be seeking community 

feedback about land use issues on farming land 
across the shire. A community survey will be available 
on Council’s website and a landowner survey will 
be mailed to all landowners within the farming 
zone. All feedback received will be used to inform the 

development a draft farming zone strategy that will 
be released in 2018 for community feedback. To find 
out more, or to see if you are in the farming zone, 
visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/yoursay. For more information, 
contact Gareth on 5421 9675 or email ghately@mrsc.
vic.gov.au

Community feedback 
sought on farming zone
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The Lancefield Mercury should be delivered to every dwelling which receives a mail delivery from the Lancefield Post Office. The 

Mercury committee would be keen to make sure that no-one misses out on their monthly copy of the paper. If you have missed 

out on a copy, either regularly or occasionally, or know someone who has, can you let the editor know at editor3435@gmail.com  

If you want a copy of the Lancefield Mercury emailed to you, on a regular or one-off basis, send an email to the editor. Thank you.

Lancefield Mercury Inc.
A0045845D

Items for publication should be sent to  
editor3435@gmail.com

Advertising should be sent to  
advertising3435@gmail.com

All articles should reach The Mercury  
by the fifteenth of the month.

Each edition will be distributed by mail in the first week of the 

month. The Lancefield Mercury is produced by the volunteer 

committee as a service to the people of Lancefield and 

surrounding districts. 

The editorial committee reserves the right to edit articles for 

length and clarity.

Supported by

Editorial Committee:
Andy Moore 

Craig Longmuir 

Karen Barr 

Murk Schoen 

Fay Woodhouse

Ken Allender

Julianne Graham

Views expressed are not 

necessarily those of the  

editorial committee.

Editorial Enquiries to  

Andy Moore 0430 448 120

Advertising Enquiries to  

Ken Allender 0404 886 580.

Advertising Rates at 
2016-2017 Financial Year

One eighth page $35

One quarter page $55

Half page $100

Full page $165

Rates for one year – 
11 editions (no edition  
in January)

Annual 1/8 page $280 

Annual1/4 page $360 

Annual ½ page $650 

Annual full page $1000 

Colour Advertising:

Inside back page:  

Full page $240 or  

½ page $160. 

Back page:  

¼ page strip $90.

STEPHAN P KOSA & ASSOCIATES PTY LTD
ARCHITECTS, PLANNING & CONCILIATIONS

MELBOURNE OFFICE
27 Church Street, Hawthorn Vic 3122

P 9853 3513
M 0412 102 673

E skosa@kosaarchitects.com.au

MACEDON RANGES OFFICE
P.O Box 226, Lancefield, Vic 3435

W  www.kosaarchitects.com.au

Mt William Advanced 
Tree Nursery

Growers of 
Quality Trees and Shrubs

539 West Goldie Road
Lancefield Vic 3435

Phone: (03) 5429 1517 Fax: (03) 5429 1055
Open Monday – Friday

Closed Sat-Sun and Public Holidays

you are getting totally frustrated with everyone asking you to 
do things on-line and you don’t have a computer. 

We can set up an email account for you and help you work 
through the process. A free and confidential service – phone 
the House for an appointment.

Fancy That

We have an amazing fancy dress shop in Lancefield with 
outfits for all occasions. To borrow outfits over winter phone 
Mark on 0434 467 704.

Delivery Person Needed

The Op Shop needs people with a ute, van or trailer who 
can occasionally help with collecting or delivering furniture. 
Phone the House if you would like to volunteer.

Community Nursery 

We would like to start a community nursery as a fundraiser 
for the food pantry project. Please phone the House to find 
out more or come to our planning discussion on Wednesday 
16 August at 10am.

To get started we will need a supply of potting mix, 
cuttings and some man power. If you can help with any of 
these things please let us know on 5429 1214.

Skatepark

The Neighbourhood House has been supporting the efforts to 
get a skatepark in Lancefield for 18 years. We are incredible 
happy that Lancefield now has a fantastic new facility. 

 $40,000 of Op Shop funds have been donated towards 
the cost of the construction and the finishing touches of the 
skatepark. The rest of the skatepark was funded by money 
from the Shire (from the sale of the old Maternal Health 
Centre), a state government grant the Shire was successful in 
getting, DELWP fire recovery funding, a Bendigo Bank grant, 
funds donated by the Youth Space committee when it closed 
and fundraising done by young people several years ago.

Facebook

The Lancefield Neighbourhood House facebook page is 
now linked to the Lancefield.org.au website and will have 
all the up to date information about what is happening in 
Lancefield. 

This page is for posting events and activities that are 
happening in the area and by Liking the page you are helping 
support community initiatives.

Lancefield Community Web Site

The Lancefield web site has information about current 
local news, a calendar of events, contact details for all the 

community organisations and a growing directory of local 
businesses. 

The aim of the website is to have a central  
communication point for Lancefield. Please support this 
project and help make it a strong a useful resource by 
subscribing for updates, on the News page, and listing your 
news, events of activities on the Contact Us page www.
lancefield.org.au

Lancefield Boomerang Bags

On the second Wednesday of the month from 10-12 we will 
be making boomerang bags. We will be up-cycling fabric to 
make reusable bags which will be available at the shops for 
people to use instead of plastic bags.

The process involves cutting, ironing and screen printing 
our logo and sewing. We are also after some people who can 
sew some bags at home.

Other activities in July

To find out dates for the sewing classes, our August  
Movie night and the Grandparents support group – as  
well as our regular activities – phone the House on  
5429 1214, visit the Neighbourhood House Facebook page, 
visit the Lancefield Community web site or check out the 
posters in The Town House window.

L ance    f i eld    N e i g h b our   h ood    Hou   s e

The Mount 
Players Go “The 
Full Monty”
Following a successful One Act Play Festival in early 
July the company is now only 2 weeks away from 
their gala opening of “The Full Monty”. This fabulous 
musical comedy is based on the classic movie that 
we all know and love and tells its heart-warming and 
poignant story of a bunch of unemployed blokes who 
have no other choice than to become strippers for a 
night to make some quick cash. 

Their journey is one of hardship, mateship and 
humiliation that push each one of them to their limits. 
A witty script, an incredibly talented cast all wrapped 
up by an equally wonderful orchestra that will have 
you humming tunes all the way home! But do they 
really go The Full Monty? Book your tickets now to 
find out!!

To book your tickets go to www.themountplayers.
com or call our box office on 5426 1892. 

Karen Hunt
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Macedon Ranges Shire Council is inviting feedback 
on its Draft Macedon Ranges Visitor Economy Future 
Directions Paper 2017-2027 that will help guide tourism 
in the region over the next 10 years.

The draft plan, which has been informed by research 
and consultation with a range of local tourism industry 
providers, outlines a number of proposed strategies and 
actions that seek to support the local visitor economy 
and protect, while sharing, the beautiful place that is the 
Macedon Ranges.

It also identifies opportunities to enhance the range 
of services and support that Council provides for local 
businesses and the tourism industry.

Tourism in the Macedon Ranges contributes $273 
million direct and $183 million indirect expenditure each 
year.

The draft plan will be available until 5pm on Monday 
14 August 2017.

There are a number of ways you can have your say:
Download a copy of the draft plan and complete our 

online survey at mrsc.vic.gov.au/yoursay
View a copy in-person at any of Council’s customer 

service centres in Gisborne, Kyneton, Romsey and 
Woodend.

Send a written submission to PO Box 151, Kyneton VIC 
3444 or email mrsc@mrsc.vic.gov.au

Drop-in sessions will also be held. For dates and 
locations, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/yoursay 

For more information, contact our Economic 
Development & Tourism Department on 5421 9616 or 
email scaruana@mrsc.vic.gov.au

Have your say on 
tourism in the  
Macedon Ranges

STRONGER 
COMMUNITIES 
GRANTS PROGRAM – 
FOR GRANTS OF UP 
TO $20,000
I am very proud to have been able to support so many 
excellent projects across our region in Rounds 1 and 2 of the 
Stronger Communities Grants Program, with investments 
in our community of over $250,000. This program was 
established to allow Members of Parliament to work with 
their communities to recommend important local capital 
investment projects. Round 3 of the program is now open 
and I am asking community organisations to let me know 
about projects that are important to them. Up to a total of 
$150,000 of funding will be available in the electorate of 
McEwen in the next financial year for small capital projects 
that improve participation and contribute to the vibrancy 
and viability of our communities. Individual grants of 
between $2,500 and $20,000 are available for capital 
projects but to be eligible the program requires matched 
contributions in cash or in kind on at least a dollar for 
dollar basis. The program is open to community based 
not-for-profit organisations that are not owned by a state 
or territory government. All applicants must operate as a 
legal entity with a current ABN. Unfortunately the Turnbull 
Government’s guidelines specifically state that applications 
from schools, hospitals and technical colleges will not be 
accepted. Expressions of interest forms can be obtained by 
emailing me on Rob.Mitchell.MP@aph.gov.au or by calling 
my office on (03) 9333 0440.

Rob Mitchell

The RSL invites any 
Lancefield or Romsey district 
resident or organisation to 
nominate a local adult, child 
or community group who has 
carried out a voluntary deed 
with exceptional commitment, 
unselfishly with great 
enthusiasm to benefit any 
section of the local community 
within the last twelve months. 
The Award is an annual event represented by a 20cm high 
bronze statue mounted on a wooden base and will have the 
2017 winners name inscribed on the plaque attached to the 
base. This statue is on permanent display at the Romsey 
Community Centre.

The winner will receive a smaller statue and a cheque for 
$150 donated by RSL member Wayne Smith.

Nomination forms can be obtained from the Romsey and 
Lancefield Neighbourhood House and the Romsey Post office 
or contact Trish Vowles on PH 54293456.

Nominations close on Friday 25th August 2017.
The Award presentation night will be held Wednesday 6th 

September 2017 commencing at 6pm.
All community members are welcome and there will be 

refreshments to follow.

THE ROMSEY-LANCEFIELD RSL IS 
PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THE 2017

THE ANZAC 
SPIRIT 
AWARD
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FROM THE COTTAGE

Barton (Seymour) Cottage is a heritage listed dwelling 
built around 1855 at 20 Palmer Street, Romsey – look for 
the blue Heritage Plaque on the gatepost on the left.

Open on the last Sunday of the month, from 11-2.
The friends of the cottage are looking forward to 

welcoming visitors to the cottage on the last sunday of 
each month throughout 2017. Always a friendly welcome, 
a cuppa and slice, or a mug of soup. 

Or visit us on on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays at 10 am 
for a history chat (we have some of the local historical 
society books for sale). 

DONATIONS 

We were delighted to get a couple of interesting donations 
recently, from Julie Starec. We’ll enjoy researching the 
dates of them – an early Vegemite jar and old sieve. Also 
an old (1930’s?) wedding dress – though we are asking 
Julie to store the latter until we can care for it correctly.

Bar   t on   ( Se  y m our   )  C o t t age    c – 1 8 5 5 
20 Palmer Street, ROMSEY

LOOKING FOR SOME PLANTS TO 
REFRESH YOUR GARDEN? 

We have some pots of the lovely blue winter iris, (Iris 
unguicularis ‘Moses in a Basket’, yellow autumn crocus 
(Sternbergia lutea), Nerines (pink and red), Belladonnas 
(pink), Flanders Poppy seeds (red) – and more. From $2 
-$5. 

Looking forward to welcoming you at ‘Barton’!
Ruth (0411 812 805); jandrgreen@hotmail.com) on 

behalf of the Cottage Friends
Barton (Seymour Cottage) is a division of Romsey-

Lancefield Historic Society

Always a friendly welcome
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S t .  Mar   y ’ s  P ar  i s h  -  L ance    f i eld    &  R o m s e y
27-29 Chauncey St, Lancefield & 85 Main Rd, Romsey, Parish Priest:Fr. Vinoth Santiago, Fr. Martin Fleming - Administrator

Parish Secretary Mrs. Tammie Dalgleish, School Principal: Ms Julie McDougall, School Website: www.smlancefield.catholic.edu.au

• Crushed Rock          	• Selection of Sand
• Gravel          	 • Toppings 
• Concrete Mix     	 • Top Soils
• Mulch           	 • Selection of Bark
• River Pebbles      	 • Aggregates

* Delivery Available
* Discount for Bulk Loads 

Open Saturdays from 8am to 3pm
136 Main Road, Lancefield
Or By Appointment

All Enquiries  -  0411429003
richmondparkrural@gmail.com

Richmond Park Rural P/L 

LANCEFIELD  
GARDEN SUPPLIES

MASS TIMES

1st & 3rd Sunday of the month: 
8:00am Lancefield and 10:00 am Romsey
2nd, 4th & 5th Sunday of the month: 
8:00 am Romsey and 10:00am Lancefield

COMMUNION SERVICES

Tuesday & Thursday
9:00am Romsey Church
Saturday 10:00am Romsey Church

ROSARY

Saturdays 9:45am Romsey

RECONCILIATION 

By arrangement.

BAPTISMS

2017 – Romsey Church – September 3rd & November 5th.

2017 – Lancefield Church – August 13th, October 8th & 
December 10th.
For more information, please phone 5429 2130.

SACRAMENTS

Parents with children not attending St. Mary’s School who 
are scheduled to receive Sacraments in 2018 are invited to 
email their details to the secretary at lancefield@cam.org.
au to register your child. Information will be sent out early 
in 2018 with the Sacramental schedule for the year.

Like us at https://www.facebook.com/
stmarysparishlancefieldromsey/ to keep up with parish 
activities and news.

PARISH NEWS

Year 6 children at St. Mary’s School along with Year 6 
children from all other local schools within the parish are 
now preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

Please keep them in your thoughts as they continue 
on their faith journey. Bishop Terry Curtin along with Fr. 
Martin Fleming will concelebrate the Confirmation Mass 
on August 5th.
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MIGHTY MOUSE ROOFING
Mark Mouser - 0419 562 605

License # 48263

v	Specialist in metal fascia and gutter, 

roofing, flashings and downpipes

v	Repairs, renewals, extensions, new 

houses and sheds

Mr. Justin Smith, - “Mr.30%” - wrote in the Herald/Sun 
30/6/2017, “For the first time “no religion” is the number 
one religion with 30 per cent of us saying we don’t have an 
organised faith.”. . . “So, if you’re in the new 30 per cent 
majority, congratulate yourselves.” (Mr.Smith is a 3AW 
Presenter) In the Census 50 per cent said they belonged to 
an organized faith so how can the new 30 per cent be the 
majority? 

There has been a decline in Church affiliation over three 
generations, children have grown up with little knowledge 
of the Christian Faith and the results of which are being 
worked out in our society today. Victoria is being called the 
“lawless State” and the only State which does not have a 
Religious Education programme in its State Schools. 

It raises an interesting question - Why do some of us 
have this faith in a Supreme Being, we call God, and others 
deny His existence or ignore His relevance in their lives.? 
John in his Gospel (12:39) quoting the Prophet Isaiah 
gives this explanation, “He (Satan) has blinded their eyes 

and deadened their hearts, so they can neither see with 
their eyes, nor understand with their hearts, nor turn and 
I would heal them.” When we turn to God and open our 
hearts to Him we find that He is already there, for He is the 
One, Who says, “Come to Me”, - He Is already there waiting 
to welcome you to Himself!!

I believe that there is only a thin veil that separates us 
from our physical world to that unseen world of the spirit.

There is also the veil to break through, when we take 
those first hesitant steps, leading to Church, which may be 
a new experience and a rather daunting one, which I know 
from personal experience. 

So then, we become part of the worshipping community 
where we learn and grow in the Faith as revealed in Jesus 
Christ. 

“Jesus, these eyes have never seen,  
That radiant form of Thine;

 The veil of sense hangs dark between,  

Thy blessed face and mine.
 When death these mortal eyes shall seal,  

And still this throbbing heart,
 The rending veil shall you reveal,  

All glorious as Thou art.”  
(Ray Palmer)

Last month some members of A.M.S. spent a happy hour 
enjoying the warm hospitality of Mrs Marj. Davis when they 
met for their Snooker Night. 

We also farewelled our Locum Minister of seven years, 
Rev.Bill Carroll after the morning service. Mr. Graham 
Barker thanked him for his faithful service and made a 
presentation to him on our behalf.

It was also our pleasure to give a warm welcome to our 
Locum Minister for the next three months, Rev. Daniel Bol 
Nyeith who is from the South Sudan. We look forward to 
his ministry among us.

AUGUST 2017

There will be no A.M.S. Meeting this month.
Aug.11th.6.30pm.Anglican Men’s Society, AMS, Annual 

Dinner - St. Oswald’s Day - the Patron Saint at
All Saints Church Mitcham. $30 . Enquiries . Tom 

Morgan - 5429-6060. 
Art Show And Raffle in aid of the further restoration of 

historic Christ Church Lancefield
Sunday 24th September 3pm. At Christ Church 

Lancefield, Chauncey St. Lancefield.
Beautiful display of paintings and several artists will be 

present to highlight their paintings. Several raffle prizes, 1st 
Prize - a painting valued at $700. Tickets available - Betty 
5429-1597. Glenice.5429-6418.

WORSHIP SERVICES

Holy Communion. 9am. St.Paul’s Romsey. 10.30am. Christ 
Church Lancefield 

Locum Minister Rev. Daniel BOL Nyeith.  
Doreen Morgan Correspondent  
Office.5429-1380. 

TH  E  A N G L I C A N  P A R ISH    O F  C H R IST    C H U R C H ,  L A N C E FI  E L D 
A N D  ST  . P A U L ’ S ,  R O MS  E Y

“MR. 30%”
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An Integral part of the Macedon Ranges Community since 1982

Quality service, commitment to our Vendors Plus the tenacity to follow through
to the completion – THE SUCCESSFUL SALE or LEASE – whatever it takes.

Continuous Community Commitment for over 30 years.
Loyalty and discretion assured.

	 JULIE ELLIS	 JAMES SHALDERS	 JANE LANSELL-SMITH
 	 0409433699 	 0412136578 	 0412457881

82 Main Street, Romsey, Victoria, 3434.  Ph: 03 54296842  Email: romsey@connallys.com.au

Construction of female friendly and accessible change rooms 
and public toilets at Lancefield Football Netball and Tennis 
clubs is complete. 

The Victorian Government funded the $450,000 facility, 
which is already being enjoyed by local players. A range 
of local traders generously committed in-kind support 
and discounts on materials. The project was managed by 
Lancefield Park Recreation Reserves Incorporated, designed 
pro-bono by local architect Stephan Kosa and constructed 
by local builder John Poletti. Prior to construction, female 
players had to get changed in public toilets or their cars. 

The Lancefield community identified the project as a 
priority due to the increase in female participation in club 
sport, and it has been supported at every step by local 
member Mary-Anne Thomas MP. 

The $450,000 funding for the new change rooms was 
part of the $1.5 million the Victorian Government has 
provided for community infrastructure renewal projects 

in the Lancefield area. Other projects funded with the $1.5 
million include: new playground; resurfacing of two netball/
tennis courts; resurfacing of main oval; upgrade of cricket 
club rooms; security fencing and outdoor area for bowls club; 
new skate park and bmx pump track; new tractor; upgrade 
to Benloch Fire Station meeting room and an upgrade to the 
toilets at the Mechanics Institute.

Netball and Tennis 
Changerooms open!

Our Power: 
film and panel 
discussion
A special screening of the film: Our Power, will be 
shown in Woodend. Residents are invited to attend 
this special event which is being hosted by the 
Macedon Ranges Sustainability Group with support 
from Council.

The film will be followed by a panel discussion 
with the film makers and Latrobe Valley community 
leaders.

Saturday 12 August
Doors open 2.30pm
Film starts at 3pm
Entry by cash donation

An extra-
ordinary 
Father’s Day 
event
Shake off the winter blues and plan a fabulous day out 
on Sunday 3 September at Duneira, Mt Macedon. 

We start the day with a guided house tour and 
morning tea. Learn about the history of this hill station 
and the families that lived here during the past 140 
years.

Local artist Mary Larnach-Jones has been visiting 
Corfu for the past 40 years, and will share with us in a 
most interesting discussion of Corfu through the eyes 
of an artist. Explore the sights and sounds, literature, 
art and famous people who have all explored and 
fallen in love with this magical island. 

A very special Father’s Day Afternoon Tea and 
concert will be held from 2.15 pm. Hear the beautiful 
sounds of soprano Karen Fitz-Gibbon who performs 
with Ensemble 642 in this performance of sexy, 
beautiful and passionate love songs of 17th century 
composer Strozzi. 

The multi-talented Bryan Dawe will join us later 
in the day with a talk about his travels and love affair 
with Morocco and a special look at his exhibition of 
photographs of Tangier. 

This special Father’s Day line-up of events are now 
available for booking directly through www.duneira.
com.au

Submitted by I. O’Duffy, Duneira

Give us your  
old batteries  
and help  
the planet
Did you know that batteries thrown out with the rubbish can 
lead to dangerous substances contaminating groundwater? 

Battery recycling bins have been installed in Council’s 
customer service centres at Kyneton, Gisborne, Romsey and 
Woodend. The new bins were provided by the Loddon Mallee 
Waste and Resource Recovery Group.

Batteries are also able to recycled at Council transfer 
stations.
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Once again thanks to the dedicated volunteers at the Romsey 
Lancefield & Districts Historical Society, this long lost 
railway is being brought back to life in a new book written by 
two members of the society to be published mid-2018.

Kylie McKay and Bob Thomkins have spent the last two 
years photographing and researching the history of the long 
forgotten railway. Some may say ‘white elephant’ simply 
because it lasted roughly 10 years.

The main idea behind the line was to help the movement 
of animals and food from the country to the city. In reality, 
the powers-that-be should have realized that it was doomed 
to fail after the very first trip. The total patronage for this was 
1 man and a cow, even charging for the transport of the cow, 

it was not an auspicious beginning.
Below is a transcript of the original newspaper article.
A distinction – The first paying passenger on the new 

railway from this township to Kilmore was Mr. Robert 
Beasley. The only other living occupant of the carriages 
or trucks was a cow, which should have been left at one 
of the gatekeepers’ cottages on the previous day, but had 
accidentally been overlooked.

Lancefield Mercury April 8, 1892.

The book contains many photographs of what remains of 
the old line, with descriptions and GPS co-ordinates to help 

Lancefield to Kilmore

Observations of  
a Long Lost Railway

enthusiasts and walkers to 
visualize how the line may 
have looked in its heyday. 

Unfortunately a lot of 
the line is now on private 
property, but with the use 
of the GPS co-ordinates, it 
will still allow you to view 
the line without annoying 
property owners. 

The Lancefield Station 
was situated at what is 
now the B&B and Café on 

Main Road.
According to one of the writers, the book will contain 

several geocache points along the old route of the railway 
line between Lancefield and Kilmore. So, if you have a few 
hours spare on the weekends or don’t know what to do with 
the children when they are on school holidays, why not get 
involved in the geocache hunt and at the same time enjoy 
an historical look at ‘the white elephant’ of Lancefield and 
Kilmore.

Romsey, Lancefield & Districts Historical Society Inc.

‘K’
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Karinya Special 
Accommodation Home

(Supported residential service)
Long Term and Respite Care 
Accommodation available

Situated in a friendly rural setting
Further details available from

Denise Capelin 5429 1999

Hugh Parks
0418 697 721

71 Woodvale Crescent, Lancefield Vic 3435
parksiderural@gmail.com
www.parksiderural.com

www.facebook.com/parksiderural
ABN: 52257289457

Farm Management
Livestock Work

Domestic & Rural Fencing
Farm Improvements

PARKSIDE

RURAL

Firearms 
Amnesty
Victoria Police is constantly working to improve 
public safety by driving down the number of 
dangerous weapons and unlicensed firearms in the 
community. As part of this effort Victoria Police is 
supporting a nation-wide firearm amnesty which 
will be in effect until 30 September 2017. During 
the amnesty Victorians will be able to anonymously 
surrender firearms, firearm related articles such as 
ammunition, weapons and imitation firearms to a 
Licensed Firearms Dealer without fear of prosecution. 
We are asking everyone to contribute to improving 
community safety by surrendering items that could 
pose a danger. Any person can hand in items to a 
Licenced Firearm Dealer for destruction. Those 
dealers who are appropriately licensed will also be able 
to surrender the items for registration or sale following 
the usual acquisition process. The last Victorian 
amnesty in 2012 saw about 2500 items handed in 
including swords, homemade weapons, hunting knives 
and imitation and antique firearms. 

For more information google firearmamnesty

V i e t na  m  V e t eran    s ’  D a y 

51st Anniversary 
Memorial 
Service 
Remember 
Vietnam
The Romsey-Lancefield RSL will be conducting a 
commemoration ceremony at the Romsey cenotaph on 
Friday 18th August, 2017 at 10am

Veterans and all members of the community are 
welcome to attend. Medals should be worn 

A smaller wreath-laying service will take place at 
the High Street, Lancefield cenotaph at 10am

The service will be followed by an informal 
barbeque at the 5 Kings Café, where food and 
refreshments will be provided.

Members of the public are most welcome

St Paul’s Anglican Church 

Op Shop
Located at 77 Main Street Romsey. Open Thursday and 
Friday 12.30 to 4.30 and Saturday 10 to 1.

Goods suitable for sale may be left under the 
verandah at the rear of the shop. 

We cannot accept any electrical items including 
computers, printers etc, car seats, prams, cots or any 
other safety equipment. Owing to lack of space we 
cannot accept any large items of furniture
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E ncourage         C h urc   h

Redgum  
Firewood

LPG Cylinders & Welding Gases
Rental Free 

Ph 0418-570-249  Manny
Email sales@woodbloke.com
Website www.woodbloke.com
Credit Cards Now Accepted!!

The Renaissance  
of The Hair Room
Welcome to the new and improved hair salon in Lancefield 
This is a time of renaissance for ‘The Hair Room’.
	 	 New location
	 	 New salon
	 	 New staff
	 	 New services
	 	 New look
	 	 New everything
A complete overhaul of The Hair Room business.
We’ve decided it’s time for change. We want our community to have great 
hair experiences again and for our business to help make Lancefield better. 
This is the next chapter in The Hair Room story.
We will be unveiling our newly transformed hair studio over the coming 
weeks. So keep an eye out. For those that haven’t heard. We’ve moved to 

31 High Street Lancefield. (Opposite the Post Office)
We hope to give you a delightful hair experience soon.
For bookings and enquires please contact us on:

Phone: (03) 54291 427 Operating hours Monday to Saturday

Four poor little children lived with their wicked, self-
serving stepfather who never fed or clothed them and 
beat them daily. Quite clearly he didn’t care whether they 
lived or died. One day, policemen came to the children’s 
house and arrested the stepfather for the murder of their 
mother. When the news spread, a kind prince said he would 
like to adopt the children. 

He then approached the four of them and said he had 
arranged the paperwork, paid all expenses and solemnly 
promised to always look after them. All he needed was their 
signatures and they would then legally become members of 
the royal family for the rest of their lives, living in a palace 
of great splendour and many wonders. The four children 
would surely jump at the prince’s gracious offer. But it 
was not to be. Incredibly, perhaps, one of them spat on the 
legal papers and kicked the prince in the shin. Sadly, the 
ungrateful child wanted to grow up just like his stepfather.

Our stepfather, Satan, is the ruler of this world. He was 
served an arrest warrant and his sentence is pending. God 
wants to rescue us from our cruel stepfather. He has done 
the necessary legal work and sent a gracious Prince (Christ) 
with the offer to adopt us into His family. All we need do is 
accept this generous offer and sign the papers (believe in 
Christ). Then we are adopted into the greatest Royal Family 
of all time - and beyond. 

What fools we would be to spit at Jesus Christ’s offer by 
rejecting Him as Saviour. We must remember, if we keep 
Satan as our legal stepfather, we receive his inheritance. 
Satan has only an eternal jail sentence to share with his 
family, but God has the riches of the universe to share with 
His. (John 8:44)

If you would like to know “how” to belong to God’s family, 
come and join us on a Sunday Morning at 10:00am or feel 
free to contact our Encourage Church office for other options.

If you would like to know more about faith in Jesus 
Please contact Pastor Marilyn or our Church office Ph 

5429 6327
We would be happy to help you find true peace and joy 

in life.
Encourage Church: “Encouraging one another to be ALL 

we can be in life and in God”.
You are invited to join us at our regular Sunday Service: 

10am at 7 Mitchell Court Romsey
or one of our fortnightly Life Groups, Fortnightly Youth 

events and weekly Children’s Programs.
We also offer Kidzone Before & After School Care | 

Vacation Care | ‘mainly music’ Program

 Senior Pastor Marilyn Hunter  
“Encourage Church”

Joining the  
Royal Family

Shane Foster’s Electrical Pty Ltd
Rec 8751

Electrical Installations, 
Repairs and Maintenance
10 Foy St, Lancefield Vic 3435

Phone (03)5429 1433 Mobile 0419 541 914 

Fax (03) 54292233  

Email fostelec@telstra.com
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MACEDON RANGES
SCREENS & BLINDS

* ALUMINIUM SHUTTERS 
*SECURITY GRILLS
* SECURITY DOORS
* INTERIOR BLINDS

* FLY SCREENS
PH: 54 284 733

PAUL YOUR LOCAL  
“A” GRADE ELECTRICIAN
NO JOB TOO BIG or TOO SMALL

DOMESTIC, INDUSTRIAL  
& COMMERCIAL

0419 399 590
RELIABLE *24 HRS 

ECO SMART APPROVED
POLICE CHECKED

NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

SERVICING THE LOCAL  
DISTRICT & SURROUNDS  

FOR OVER 20YRS
NECA Member

REC: 15522

BEYOND ELECTRICAL 
DATA & SOLAR

FREE REMOVAL OF OLD OR INCOMPLETE 
CAR BODIES, 4X4 AND LIGHT TRUCKS

John Webb & Emma Stevens

34 High Street, Lancefield 3435
(03) 54292566 fax(03) 5429 2577

reddoorbooks@bigpond.com

Find out on Thursday 10th August when ADFAS CV presents their 
August lecture titled ‘Making the Modern World: The Industrial 
Revolution & the Decorative Arts’. The lecture will be at the Kyneton 
Town Hall, 129 Mollison St., Kyneton, 7.00 for 7.30pm start. Cost is 
$30 cash payable on the night and this includes supper. Enquiries: 
Nicky Peters (03) 0400 958 449.

The lecture will focus on how the Industrial Revolution, by way 
of mass production, made it possible for the middle classes to access 
such objects previously enjoyed by the aristocracy. Ornamental 
objects such as furniture, book making, textiles, jewellery, and 
ceramics dominated resulting in completely new attitudes toward 
taste and interior design.

Guest Lecturer, Andrew Spira has been a curator at Victoria and 
Albert Museum specialising in 18th Century British Art. 

July Lecture Update:

On July 13th, ADFAS members and guests were captivated by Gerald 
Deslandes’ lecture on ‘Landscape into Art’ – an artistic movement 
that focuses on altering natural elements into the landscape. Gerald 
concentrated on the creations of three UK artists, who were early 
exponents of this movement. Visually, the lecture delighted the 
audience as numerous outstanding images of their work were shared.

How did the Industrial  
Revolution change the  
Decorative Arts forever?
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Whether it’s a school fete, fun run, wine festival, music 
event or cycling competition, if you’re an event organiser 
in the Macedon Ranges you’re invited to attend Council’s 
free ‘Planning an Event or Festival’ workshop on Tuesday 
22 August in Gisborne. 

The workshop is designed to support event organisers 
and equip them with the tools necessary to successfully 
plan and run events and festivals in the shire. 

There are two sessions to choose from, one from 
5pm–6pm and the other from 6pm-7pm. Held at 
Council’s Administration Centre at 40 Robertson Street 
in Gisborne, the evening offers information on everything 
you need to know about making your event successful, 
sustainable and compliant within the Macedon Ranges. 

Workshop participants will be able to talk directly 
with Council officers on a range of topics relevant to 
event organisation including promotion, permits, liquor 
licences, risk and traffic management and more. 

Come along and make new connections with local 
event organisers and Council representatives. 

All attendees will receive a copy of the new Events 

Are you running or thinking  
of running an event or  
festival in the Macedon Ranges?

& Festivals Planning Guide, a tool designed to assist 
organisers to plan and manage events.  

To book, visit mrsc.vic.gov.au/business-events 
For further information call Bridgette O’Brien on 5421 

9521 or email bobrien@mrsc.vic.gov.au

To all those who thought we had lost the battle - the 
Romsey Rag Lives On! – despite a hiccup we have 
experienced in the earlier months of this year.

We now have a new committee of management and we 
are excited to take the Rag to a new level.

Operating as normal you can contact Gillian  
on 0409801082 or send us an email  
editoromseyrag17@gmail.com

The closing date for copy is the 15th of the month. 

THE  
ROMSEY RAG  
LIVES ON!

Denis Linehan
Your local dedicated representative
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Have your say!
What are the transport needs of our community? Is transport 
meeting your current medical and social needs?

Complete our survey to help address our transport issues 
for Lancefield and Romsey.

Communtiy Transport  
Health Initiative

Go to: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
neighbourhoodhousetransport

Paper copies available at local medical centres, Romsey 
and Lancefield Neighbourhood Houses and the Romsey Hub.

This Community Transport Project is a joint initiative 
between the Lancefield and Romsey Neighbourhood Houses

Forest review
Land in the Wombat State Forest, Cobaw State Forest and 
Macedon Regional Park is currently being reviewed as part of 
the Victorian Environmental Assessment Council (VEAC)’s 
Central West Investigation. 

The purpose of the investigation is to:
· identify and evaluate the condition, natural and 

biodiversity values and cultural, social and economic values 
and the current uses of public land in the specified area, 

· make recommendations for the balanced use and 
appropriate management arrangements to conserve and 
enhance the natural and cultural values.

Submissions close Monday 21 August.

Domestic Animal 
Management 
Plan
Council has endorsed its draft Domestic Animal Management 
Plan 2017–2021 and is inviting residents to have their say.

The draft plan provides a framework for animal 
management services delivered by Council and considers a 
range of issues, including on-and-off-lead areas for dogs, cat 
curfews and animal welfare. 

Submissions close Friday 4 August.
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Name:  Age: 

Contact phone number: 

The winning entry will receive a $10 gift voucher from The Tree House.

Colouring Competition Sponsored by The Tree House, 30 High St Lancefield. Phone 0409 406 956 

Entries can be posted or left at the shop by the 25th of each month  

Opening hours 9.30 - 4 Wed to Fri and 10 - 3 Sat.

colour in!

In early July, Lancefield community members turned out 
for Western Water’s future water information session at the 
Neighbourhood House.

The session covered Western Water’s services in 
Lancefield over the past 20 years, as well as the future 
challenges and opportunities presented by climate change 
and population growth across the region.

Over June and July, Western Water held a total of 8 
community information sessions across its service region to 
discuss local water and sewer services and to hear customer 
feedback on our planning for the future. In total, 130 people 
attended the sessions.

Western Water is in the final phases of consultation 
for its next five year plan and has a range of engagement 
activities under way to help with this including focus groups, 
discussion forums, online surveys, and the Water Matters 
consultation website (haveyoursay.westernwater.com.au).

Outcomes of the community information sessions will be 
available on our Water Matters consultation site in August.

To request a copy of the Lancefield handout from the 
information session, contact feedback@westernwater.com.au 
or phone 9218 5455. 

Locals turn 
out for water 
meeting

Movies  
That Matter
Movies that Matter is a monthly program of sustainability-
themed movies presented by the Macedon Ranges 
Sustainability Group.

Come along to the screenings to see movies that are a 
mix of educational, motivating and inspiring stories about 
our planet, the threats it faces and the people working to 
implement sustainable solutions.

2nd Tuesday of each month
Movie starts at 7.30pm
Victoria Hotel, High Street, Woodend 

A small donation is kindly appreciated.

safe garden 
products
Want to know what garden products are 
environmentally safe? 

Sustainable Gardening Australia is crowd funding 
for the development of a science-based app which aims 
to reduce chemical pollution
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Lancefield 3435 - (03) 5429 1222

Australia Post Lancefield
SERVING THE COMMUNITY

OPEN Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm
Your Post Office offers a wide range of postal products as well as a 

comprehensive range of bill paying and banking services.

What’s on – visit www.lancefield.org.au and have a look at events 
for the latest news of activities in Lancefield as well as 
electronic copies of the Lancefield Mercury. 

SERVICE TIMES

Our Sunday Services begin at 10.45 am, after morning tea at 
10.15 am.

Holy Communion - on the second Sunday of each month.
Open Church - the Church is open for private prayer and 

meditation every Wednesday between 11.00 am and 3.00 
pm.

The Classical Music Group meets on the first and third 
Tuesday of each month from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm. We extend 
a warm welcome to all to join us for excellent music and, on 
the third Tuesday, a delicious lunch of hot soup, sandwiches 
and other treats.

Church Secretary: Ian Kennedy 0412 820 397  
Ministers: Rev Wendy Elson 0400 042 076, Rev Peter 
Cannon 0418 570 013, Pastor Annette Buckley 0451 608 539

L A N C E FI  E L D  U N ITI   N G 
C H U R C H  High Street Lancefield. Field Trip 

Cambodia
Are you aged between 
13-16 (or will be in this age 
group by July 2018)? Are 
you available in the 
2018 winter school holidays? Do you want to travel 
overseas? Welcome to Field Trip Cambodia.

The Field Trip is partnering with the Cambodian 
Kids Foundation - two not for profit organisations 
working towards a common good: to give local kids the 
chance to have an (affordable) experience of a lifetime, 
make a difference to the lives of Cambodian children 
and develop their community leadership skills. 

Two weeks in Cambodia for local kids aged 13-16; 
sign up via the website:www.thefieldtrip.co

Plans for a heated indoor pool in the East Ward will be 
shelved for at least 10 years if residents don’t come out 
strongly in support of it.

Even though the pool has been long on the wish-
list of the community, it has been deleted from the 
Council’s Leisure Strategy 2017-2027.

Council is calling for public comment on the 
strategy, and I urge the community to speak out 
strongly about the pool and other shortcomings in the 
plan.

The strategy sets the Council’s direction for the next 
decade and a pool won’t even get a look-in until the 
next plan is prepared.

Romsey is the logical site for the facility, which 
would also serve the needs of Lancefield and Riddells 

Creek residents.
I’m also concerned that there’s no plan forward for 

our pony clubs, which play a major role in the lives 
of many of our young residents and are a significant 
source of family-friendly recreation and enjoyment.

There is also scant regard for team sports, which are 
sure to become more important as our communities 
continue to grow.

I’ll be advocating strongly in the Council for a better 
deal for the East Ward, but that won’t carry enough 
weight unless the community gets behind it as well to 
push for the facilities we need now – not to plan for in 
10 years’ time.

Cr Henry Bleeck

We must speak up  
or the Pool is off  
the table
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On Sunday 16 July Lancefield & Benloch Fire Brigades held 
their second annual joint awards day. Congratulations to the 
following brigade members on their achievements – where 
would our community be without them?

Special mention goes to the outstanding contribution 
from the Green family. Between Robert A Green, Robert D 
Green and Syd Green there is nearly 150 years experience 
with the local CFA. Robert and William add another 50 years 
to that total and there will be a fifth generation Green joining 
them in the future.

Lancefield Fire Brigade 	 Benloch Fire Brigade
10 Year 	 10 Years
H Amos 	 M Balthazar
A Irving 	 15 Years
15 Years 	 D Barrett
H Riley 	 G Nehmy
20 Years 	 20 Years
W Green 	 K Lyons
25 Years 	 25 Years
M Riley 	 B Arlow
30 Years 	 G Deer
R Green 	 National Emergency Medals
55 Years 	 R Brooks
B Hunt 	 C Burns
National Medals 	 V Cafari
L Jones 	 S Cowen
S Mustey 	 C Duke
Brigade Life Members 	 L Griffiths
RA Green 	 K Lyons
RD Green 	 G Nehmy
SA Green

L A N C E FI  E L D  FI  R E  B R I G A D E

joint awards day
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