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'S MELBOURNE

CUP TIME

BRIAN COURTNEY

REMEMBERS 0

Brian Courtney moved to Lancefield over 40 years ago. Born
to Pat and Kath Courtney in 1948, he is the second of six
children — five boys and one girl. Horses, riding and training
are part of his DNA — both his father and grandfather spent
their lives working as horse trainers. Pat Courtney trained
horses in various Australian states; Jim and Brian were

both born in Tasmania. While his father worked on Rudy
Reid’s stud farm in Werribee, Brian attended St Mary’s
Werribee before the family moved to Ascot Vale to be next to
Flemington Racecourse.

Leaving school at age 14, Brian became an apprentice,
working for his father in the stables at Flemington. This
apprenticeship lasted seven years, concluding when he
was 21 years old. Exactly one week after his 21st birthday
he married Louise McFarlan in May 1969. Their first son,
Phillipe was born in Mauritius (where Brian was working) in

1973, Duane was born in 1975 and their daughter, Chantelle,
was born in 1977. They lived in Albanvale until moving to
Lancefield.

Brian’s career as a jockey began when he was 15 years old.
The first race recorded in his book of Race Rides was on the
horse ‘Carian’ at Seymour on 18 September 1963; his weight
was 8-stone 4-pounds. Brian was placed sixth and his fee
for the race was £2-10-0. In his first year, which began in
September 1963, he rode in 21 races — two in September, five
in October, three in November and eleven in December. In
October 1963 he rode ‘Carian’ once again and won first place,
then at Ararat on 14 December 1963 he won first place on
‘Talincourt’. The following year, 1964, began as a very busy
year: he rode in 10 races in January, 13 in February, 16 in
March, 30 in April and 34 in May 1964. The lowest number
of monthly rides for the year was 12 in December 1964. »

lancefieldmercury.org.au
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reports of his many races which reveal a fresh, young and
enthusiastic face.

Brian’s Race book documents his riding career through
the statistics. For example, in the period 1963-1970 he
rode across Victoria at meetings as far-flung as Bendigo,
Werribee, Seymour, Caulfield, Cranbourne, Woodend,
Pakenham, Newstead, Warrnambool, Terang, Avoca,
Bacchus Marsh, Kyneton, Heathcote — and many more.

In 1971 Brian and his wife packed up and went to Djakarta
where he was employed for two years at a new track.
From there he went to Mauritius for one
racing season from May to

November 1973. The last

entry in Brian’s Race Book —
Race No. 1815 — is dated 22
May 1975. Twelve years and
1,815 starts — what a career!
Following his racing career,
Brian worked with Comet
Transport before selling his van
and training horses at Woodend
for Blue Ribbon Bloodstock. Later,
he took up odd jobs at Kilmore
Hospital and retired from the
Hospital after working there for 26
years. After selling his property on
the Kilmore Road, he now lives in the

Undoubtedly, the most memorable
of Brian’s starts in 1964 would have to
be the 1964 Melbourne Cup! Ride No.
205, his book records that on Tuesday
3 November, he rode ‘Jamagne’; his
weight was 7-stone 9-pound, and he
was placed 14th in the race. The fee
was higher than many of his rides,

at £4-10. By November 1964, Brian had Lancefield township.
had 15 winning rides. In October 1965 at Ararat he
rode three winners. His proud parents collected newspaper Fay Woodhouse
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BATHURST UPDATE

In their first-ever Repco Bathurst 1000 start, Caltex Young
Stars Jaylyn Robotham and Matt Chahda have finished the
Great Race in 18th position. In a highly competitive showing
throughout the day, the team ran as high as 9th position

in a typically drama-filled race that proved the competitive
intent of the pair of Bathurst 1000 first-timers. Chahda
started the 188 Commodore from 26th position and avoided
the early carnage that eliminated several key competitors -
while gaining several spots in the process. The duo gradually
worked their way through the field with strong race pace and
strategy in the early stages.

They floated between 10th and 20th position throughout
the lap 40-60 period, before climbing as high as ninth just
before making their fifth pit stop. That stop on Lap 8o
proved to be the team’s most challenging moment in the
race, thanks to an issue with the brake rotor change that cost
time and two laps of track position.

Jaylyn resumed in 22nd position for his second stint as the
race moved into its second half. Their strong pace continued
in the remaining laps with both drivers able to regain their lost
laps — Chahda climbing onto the lead lap in his final stint with
a late-race wave-by prior to the race’s penultimate restart.

The team crossed the line in 18th position of the 22
classified finishers, completed the race on the leading 161st
lap and finished the full 1000km.

“We finished on the lead lap which was one of our main
goals, and just to finish, and we did that.

We were sitting just outside the top 10 before the brakes
seized during the pit stop. We lost two laps there, so it was
good to get back on the lead lap and finish 18th. We beat a
few cars and just stayed out of trouble, we'’re all really happy.
The highlights were definitely getting in amongst the pack,
racing some of the main game guys. Making a few passes
here and there, it was cool being up amongst it!” said Jaylyn

IT'S AGM SEASON

The Lancefield Mercury AGM is on Thursday 24 November.
Everyone is welcome (email editor3435@gmail.com for
details). We are in need of an advertising guru and/or
treasurer, and we always have other jobs available, so if you

have a bit of spare time and are interested, come to our AGM.

Lancefield Netball Football Club
Tuesday 8 November, Laurie Green Pavilion.

Lancefield Romsey Historical Society
Tuesday 22 November, at the courthouse, 7pm.
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HISTORY OF OUR
LOCAL LIONS CLUB

The Lancefield/Romsey Lions Club will be celebrating their
50th Anniversary in August next year. For many years

the Club has been working behind the scenes to assist our
community. So now I have the pleasure of telling you some of
the history of our wonderful club each month.

To begin as an example, in 1975 the Shire of Romsey,
(which is now the Macedon Ranges Shire), was approached
by members of our Club with a proposal to build an elderly
persons accommodation village. After much consideration
they enthusiastically supported our idea, and twelve
months later we were successful in gaining a grant from the
Ian Rollo Currie Foundation to commence. During those
twelve months, our Club was very active doing fund raising
activities to achieve our goal. We held various Shindigs, one
on the grounds of the Mintaro Mansion, and the others on
private properties in the area, thanks to the generosity of the
owners. They were a huge success and the whole community
attended. Our Club also grew potatoes and sold them at the
roadside. They also grew and sold lucerne hay, did scrap
metal drives, had raffles and more. The first 5 homes were
built in Romsey, and since then we have built another elderly
person accommodation village in Lancefield. All up we now
have 25 homes.

Angela Heywood Vice President

HISTORY@
LANCEFIEL
CONNECTI

D -
NG

COMMUNITIES

HistoryFest — Sunday 6 November at Lancefield Mechanics’

Institute from 10.30am to 3pm

The theme of our second HistoryFest is ‘Connecting
Communities’. During the day we will focus on the
importance of connecting with our local communities
through the writing and recording of our local history and

heritage.

We have speakers from the Royal Historical Society of
Victoria - the key body for local historical societies - as
well as representatives from Broadford, Chewton, Kilmore,
Malmsbury, Trentham and Woodend.

This event has been partly sponsored by Visit Victoria’s
Reginal Events Fund. We have been supported financially
and in-kind by several local Lancefield businesses.

The Lancefield CWA are catering for us with a good
country lunch which we look forward to. And at the end of
the day music, cheese & fruit, wine, mingling and talking will

be the order of the day.

All enquiries to Fay Woodhouse on 0427 042 753

LANCEFIELD MERCURY INC.
A00U5845D

Deadline for articles and advertisements is

the 15th of the month. The Mercury is distributed by post

and volunteer deliverers fo all premises with a letter box in the
Lancefield postal area at the start of the month. Copies of the
paper can also be found at the Romsey Library.

The Lancefield Mercury is produced by volunteers as a service
to the people of Lancefield.

The editorial committee reserves the right to edit articles for
length and clarity.

Items for publication should be sent to editor3435 @ gmail.com —
enquiries Andy Moore 0430 448 120

Enquiries about advertising: advertising3435 @ gmail.com — Ken
Allender 0404 886 580

Check lancefieldmercury.org.au for general information about
advertising and how to contribute articles, as well to see digital
back copies.

Editorial Committee:
Andy Moore

Craig Longmuir
Karen Barr

Fay Woodhouse

Ken Allender
Julianne Graham
Beth Child

Editorial Enquiries to
Andy Moore 0430 448 120

Advertising Enquiries to
Ken Allender 0404 886 580.

Advertising Rates

One eighth page $35
One quarter page $55
Half page $100

Full page $165

Rates for one year —
Il editions (no edition
in January)

Annual 1/8 page $280
Annual I/4 page $360
Annual 1/2 page $650
Annual full page $1000

Colour Advertising:

Full page $240 per edition
I/2 page $145 per edition
I/4 Quarter page $80 per
edition
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ZONTA SAYS NO TO VIOLENCE

Wednesday November 25 is the International Day for the
elimination of violence against women. December 10 is
Human Rights Day. The 16 days that begin and end on
these dates are recognised internationally as the ‘16 Days of
Activism’ to prevent violence against women.

In Australia, on average, one woman a week is murdered
by her current or former partner, and intimate partner
violence is the leading cause of death, disability and illness
in Australian women aged 18-44 years. Statistics prepared
by Women’s Heath Victoria show that, of the reported sexual
offences against women in Macedon Ranges during 2020,
the offender was known to the victim in 77% of cases.

This year, the Zonta Club of Kyneton continues working

with several other community organisations, through
Macedon Ranges 16 Days of Activism Working Group,
to raise awareness of gender-based violence, challenge
discriminatory attitudes and encourage community-based
support for those living with violence.

For the 16 days of Activism the Zonta Club is planning
a display in the community window in Mollison Street,
Kyneton, highlighting the impact of violence against women.
We will also have a pop-up event at the Social Foundry Café
in Kyneton on 3 December at 10.30am. Come along and
learn more about 16 days of activism to prevent violence
against women, while sharing a cuppa and cake with our
passionate club members.
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COMMUNITY BANK CONNECTIONS

TEAM NEWS

We warmly welcome Pete Klages to the Romsey and In addition to the below grants, eight local emergency
Lancefield team. Pete is a Romsey local of nearly 3 years, services units also received $1,500 each. We will also be
and with 15 years of experience in the banking and insurance continuing with our scholarship program for 2023 and are
industry, he is excited to come to the Community Bank. a sponsor of the Loddon Murray Community Leadership

Program, taking our total funding to approximately $260,000.

COMMUNITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Congratulations to the following community groups

who were successful in their applications to this year’s The 2022 Annual General Meeting of Lancefield Romsey
Community Investment Program. As in previous years, Community Financial Services Limited (the local company
the number of applications and total funds requested far that owns our Community Bank Lancefield and Romsey)
exceeded the available CIP budget, so we would encourage will be held at 6.30 pm on Monday, November 7th at The
those groups who did not receive funding to apply in future Lancefield Guesthouse. Shareholders will have received
programs. Our next grants program for events will open in formal notice of the AGM along with supporting documents
March/April 2023. mid-September.
Community organisation Project Funding
Romsey Region Business and Tourism Association
Inc RRBATA Business Breakfast $1,500
Working Equitation Lancefield Districts WELD Obstacle Purchase $2,200
Macedon Rangers Soccer Club Club Equipment $2,850
Australian Way of Life Romsey Lancefield Community Participation
Safe Space Performances Ltd Project $3,000
Lancefield Kindergarten Inc Cooking with Kids $3, 141
Deep Creek Landcare Group Romsey/Lancefield Native Botanic Garden — planning $4,800
Macedon Ranges Photographic Society Inc New 4K Graphics Laptop Computer $4,900
Lancefield Football Netball Club Lancefield Football Netball Club 150 Year History Book 1873-2023 $5,000
Deep Creek Landcare Group Junior Landcare Environmental Showbags $5,905
Lancefield Tennis Club Outdoor Upgrade $6,219
Romsey Neighbourhood House Inc. Romsey Neighbourhood House Feed It Forward Foodbank $6,262
Cancer Council Victoria Lancefield/Macedon Ranges Relay for Life $7,550
Lancefield Bowling Club Inc Renovation of Toilet Amenities $8,000
Lancefield Cricket Club Veranda Extension $49,760
Romsey Junior Football Netball Club Romsey Park Bendigo Bank Oval Electronic Scoreboard $50,000
Lancefield Football Netball Club & Lancefield Junior
Football Netball Club Electronic Scoreboard for Lancefield Park $50,000
TOTAL $211,087

MIGHTY MOUSE ROOFING

Mark Mouser - 0419 562 605
License # 48263

Specialist in metal fascia and gutter,

roofing, flashings and downpipes

Repairs, renewals, extensions, new

houses and sheds
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LANCEFIELD COUNTRY WOMEN’'S ASSOCIATION

President: Angela Turner, Secretary: Tracy Kemp, Treasurer: Lorraine Pearce, lancefieldcwa @ gmail.com

LET US HOPE THE FLOODING

IS BEHIND US

By the time you read this, let us hope that the high rainfall
and flooding is behind us.

When the warmer weather returns, and the floods
recede and you wish to have a day out, may I suggest
the Winton Wetlands? The wetlands feature a series
of swamps which fill out after long periods of rainfall,
providing a wonderful habitat for a multitude of birds and
animals. To add to the interest around the delightful cafe
there are many and varied sculptures depicting native
fauna. The Murray Cod constructed from stainless steel is
most spectacular. This day trip would be most interesting
for your grandchildren.

For our students, term four is well under way. We wish
all students a happy final school term. Best wishes to Year
12 students who will be sitting for their VCE, and to the
year 6s who will be graduating from primary school.

Our A.G.M. was held at the end of October. There were
some changes to office bearers, more in next month’s
article.

We will be having a ‘Pop-Up’ stall on Saturday 26

November at the Lancefield Farmers’ Market. This will be
an opportunity for you to purchase early gifts and goodies
for Christmas, such as lots of yummy homemade treats
and produce, as well as merchandise such as linen tea
towels (all Australian made) and the very popular recipe
books ‘Biscuits Galore’, ‘Thrifty Cooking’, ‘Delicious Lamb
Dishes’ and ‘Mince Matters’ just to name a few. These are
all CWA publications and would be very useful for our
younger generation who may be setting up their home.

Who was Ruby McCullough and why is the CWA
honouring her? You will find the answer in next month’s
article. Clue: She was a member of the Woodend branch.
Why don’t you come along to a meeting one Friday
morning when you are free? You will be made to feel
most welcome. I am sure that you will find us good
company, with lots of interesting discussions and an
insight into how we can support one another and our local
community. The meetings are held at 10am on the fourth
Friday of each month in the annexe of the Lancefield
Mechanics Institute.

VOL. 32 NO 10 NOVEMBER 2022




BUDBURST

Lyons Will Estate is very pleased to announce that they will
be participating in the long-awaited return of Budburst,
the Macedon Ranges wine festival, which is back in 2022
for the first time in two years. Over the weekend of 19 and
20 November, Lyons Will Estate will be throwing open
their gates for tastings of their new release wines paired
with locally grown and sourced European inspired tasting
platters.

If you're in need of transport, Lyons Will is also part of
the Lancefield Loop Hoppa bus, so you can hop-on and hop-
off across five fantastic wineries in the Romsey/Lancefield/
Newham region.

To coincide with both the return of Budburst and their
ten-year anniversary in the Macedon Ranges, Lyons Will
Estate will be unveiling their new cellar door this spring.
Contemporary and sophisticated, with sweeping views
towards Mount Macedon and Lancefield, and more than
a year in the making, it is a must-see when visiting the
Macedon Ranges. Winery owner Ollie Rapson says: “It’s an
intimate yet expansive space, where our guests are immersed
in the vineyard. We can’t wait to introduce our new release
wines to visitors in this fantastic space”. The Lyons Will
Estate cellar door is open every Friday, Saturday and Sunday
from 11am to 5pm.

Visit http://www.budburst.com to purchase Budburst
tickets.

ANNIVERSARY, BOOK
LAUNCH AND SHOW

On 15 October, The Mount Players celebrated their fiftieth
anniversary at the Gisborne Golf Club and what a night

it was! A packed house of 140 past and present members
gathered for one heck of a reunion, enjoying lots of
reminiscing, guest speakers including Patron of the theatre,
Athol Guy, and representative from the Victorian Drama
League, and of course lots of in-house presentations.

The evening also celebrated the launch of their
magnificent book “Box Office to Back Stage - 50 Years of
Community Theatre” a culmination of three years hard work
by their History group.

The final production for 2022 Madagascar by JT Rogers,
is a must-see drama for theatre lovers. A haunting story of a
mysterious disappearance that changes three lives forever.

At three different periods in time, three people find
themselves alone, in the same hotel room overlooking the
Spanish Steps in Rome.

They each tell their individual story of how and why they
are here. Their relationship to each other, what this room
means to them, and why they have been called to it slowly
reveal themselves. The show opens 4 November and runs till
20 November. Tickets via www.themountplayers.com

See you at the theatre.

By Karen Hunt
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MRODC

YOUR DOGAND T

October induction saw us welcome eight new members. Our
ground has suffered with the rain making it wet and muddy
- not pleasant to train on, the dogs seem to find every puddle
and patch of mud.

Rain is the ultimate disrupter. A dog’s routine is much
simpler than that of their owner, but rain doesn’t spare
their plans either. The evening walk they look forward
to... postponed. Going outside to run around and relieve
themselves - well, it’s still necessary, but it'll be quicker and
less pleasant than normal.

Unfortunately, bad weather can present some real health
and safety problems for dogs.

Here are four of them:

LOW VISIBILITY

Rain makes it harder for drivers to see our dogs, so try and
keep them safe and out of the way of cars.

LIGHTNING/THUNDER

It’s frighting for your dog. Some dogs are more scared than
others. One reason for this is that they can’t sense where it’s
coming from or what horrible creature is making the noise.

E RAIN

Lightning strikes can occur and anything metal in your dog’s
yard could cause serious risk from electrocution.

PUDDLES

Dogs love splashing in puddles, but there are risks that they
could contain toxins like motor oil and weed killer. Best not
to let them drink from them. Water can also get into ears
causing infection.

PNEUMONIA

Exposure to wet/cold weather for too long can cause
inflammation to the respiratory tract, which can lead to
pneumonia. This is more common in older dogs or those with
compromised immune systems. So, towel them off and bring
them inside as soon as you can.

Visit www.macedonrangesdogclub.org.au for more
information.

Take care, stay safe... a dog is family.

Carol
Instructor/Treasurer MRODC

BEYOND ELECTRICAL

DATA & SOLAR

PAUL YOUR LOCAL
“A” GRADE ELECTRICIAN

NO JOB TOO BIG or TOO SMALL
DOMESTIC, INDUSTRIAL
& COMMERCIAL

0419 399 590

< RELIABLE *24 HRS
< ECO SMART APPROVED
< POLICE CHECKED
»<NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

SERVICING THE LOCAL
DISTRICT & SURROUNDS
FOR OVER 20YRS
NECA Member
REC: 26561
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LANCEFIELD FOOTBALL AND NETBALL CLUB

PRESENTATION NIGHT

We recently held our Presentation Night at Kilmore
Trackside, please see results below:

Senior Football: B&F and Players MVP: Michael Conlan;
Runners up and Leading Goal Kicker: Alex Simpson; Most
Committed: Harry Taylor; Best Under 21’s Player: Reuben
Schembri

A Grade Netball: B&F: Kira Baldwin; Runners up: Amanda
Bruce; Players Player Award: Darcee Ellard

Reserves Football: B&F: Anthony Pacers; Runners up:
Scott ligoutz; Graham Meyer Award (Most Committed):
Chris James

B Grade Netball: B&F and Players Player Award: Beth
Lyons; Runners up: Keeley Holter

C Grade Netball: B&F: Sharna Smith; Runners up: Jessica
Dittloff; Players Player Award: Kirrily Lumsden

Under 19s Netball: B&F: Stephanie Hammond; Runners
up: Amber Winks; Most Consistent: Jayla Laffan-Zoch
Legend of Lancefield Tigers: Barry ‘Mocca’ Hunt

COACHING ANNOUNCEMENT!

Congratulations to Tim Bannan on being appointed as our
new senior coach for 2023. Tim was previously coaching
Leitchville Gunbower in the Heathcote District Football
League, and we look forward to welcoming Tim and his

family to our community.

We also thank Tom Waters for doing a terrific job as
playing coach, particularly during difficult and interrupted
COVID seasons. We are excited that Tom will be continuing
to play with the Tigers next year.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday 8 November — Annual General Meeting @ Laurie
Green Pavilion. LFNC would like to make the following
changes to our constitution: Name: Lancefield Football
Netball Club Inc. Colours: Black & Yellow

150TH YEAR CELEBRATIONS (2023)

If anyone is interested in joining the Celebrations
Organisation Committee, please contact LFNC President
Mark Morgan — 0408 389 900.

WANT TO GET INVOLVED?

Whether that’s taking to the footy field, the netball

court, sponsorship or the many different volunteering
opportunities, please get in touch with LFNC Club President
Mark Morgan — 0408 389 900 — lancefieldfnc@gmail.com
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LANCEFIELD FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB
150-YEAR HISTORY BOOK

1958 Premiers

Readers may not be aware that there are many local sporting
clubs, community organisations and societies whose records
are held at the Romsey & Lancefield Districts Historical
Society. Early in 2022, the Lancefield Football Netball Club
announced that the Club was about to celebrate its 150th
anniversary and approached the Society to assist with
research. The first task was to establish, beyond doubt, that
the Club had held its first match in 1862. Well, when the
research began, it was found that in fact the Club held its first
match one year later than they had originally thought — it
was actually 1863. This was a great relief for the Club, as it
was a major project to attempt to organise celebratory events
and produce a book at the same time! So, changes in plans
meant that the Club had almost one year to achieve their goal
of book and celebrations.

For many months now, Football Club member Denis
Graham has regularly spent time at the Historical Society

going through both hard copy (the original papers) and
microfilm copies of the newspapers — the Lancefield Mercury
— to find out all he could about the club, their wins, their
losses, rivalries between Lancefield and Romsey, and more.
Premiership years have been a special focus for Denis and,
assisted by Shirley Kishere, he has substantial research
material to work with to complete the book. The material
Denis and Shirley are researching and working with is mainly
nineteenth century and up to the mid-twentieth century.
From the 1970s, John Chisholm is compiling information
about players, matches and, of course, premierships.

To date, this has been a wonderful collaboration between
our two organisations and is a fine example of what can be
achieved. The end result will be the production of a much
anticipated 150-year history of the Lancefield Football Club.

Fay Woodhouse

WATER CARTAGE

12,000 LT LOADS - MAINS WATER

Servicing Lancefield and surrounding areas

Chris & Allison Woodroofe

Ph: 0354292466

Email: woodroofe@people.net.au

Web: www.woodroofeswaterservices.com.au
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THE
TIGERS
OF OLD

Prior to the introduction of the VFL/AFL draft in
1986, there was great excitement and hope among
football supporters each pre-season about the
smokies and raw diamonds about to be unearthed
from the bush leagues and country zones.

There was a frenzy when Hawthorn plucked
Brendan Edwards from Sandhurst in 1956, matched when
Essendon snared a 15-year-old Tim Watson from Dimboola
in 1977.

But this excitement over emerging bush champions is old
hat for the Lancefield Football Club.

More than a century ago Lancefield was producing ready-
made stars for the old VFL, with plenty of fanfare.

The list is led by the man who is arguably Lancefield’s
greatest-ever player, Alex “Tke” Johnston, and four-time VFL
premiership player Frank “Silver” Caine, with two at Carlton
and two at Essendon.

You will be able to read all about these champions in the
history book to be released next year to mark the Lancefield
Football Club’s 150th year.

The book is being compiled by three intergenerational
Lancefield identities who are very proud of their Tiger
heritage: Denis Graham, Shirley Kishere and John Chisholm,
with a range of events culminating in a big reunion function
at the Mechanics Hall on April 1.

The Back to Lancefield/Lancefield Football Club 150th
reunion will be a highlight of the celebrations. Numbers are
likely to be limited to 300, so people need to get in early and
book their tickets. Details including price and how to book
will be announced shortly, so watch the Mercury and social
media for more information and act quickly.

Ike Johnston fitted his playing career at Lancefield and
Carlton around three wars, managing to fit in a couple of

games for Richmond for good measure.

He played in a Lancefield senior premiership in 1895 aged
just 14, and played for Carlton in 1906 before the lure of the
bush grew too strong.

Silver Caine was recruited from Lancefield to become
a sensation at Carlton in 1905, playing 80 games for the
Old Dark Navy Blues and a further 22 for Essendon before
hanging up the boots.

The 150th anniversary history book will be a hard-bound
coffee table edition, with plenty of photographs and extracts
from the Lancefield Mercury and other publications of the
time.

A range of corporate and personal sponsorship packages
are supporting the funding of the quality publication.
Sponsors — with packages of $1000, $500 or $250 — will be
acknowledged in the book. Supporter sponsorships are $100,
and reserved pre-paid copies of the book are $60. People
wanting more details, or a pledge/order form can contact
Pam Choate on garychoate@bigpond.com or 0414 491 749.

WOODROOFES
PETROLEUM

BULK UNLEADED PETROL & DIESEL

Your local fuel supplier, servicing
Lancefield and surrounding areas

Chris & Allison Woodroofe

Ph: 0354292466

Email: woodroofe@people.net.au

Web:  www.woodroofespetroleum.com.au

STEPHAN P KOSA & ASSOCIATES PTY LTD
ARCHITECTS, PLANNING & CONCILIATIONS

MELBOURNE OFFICE

27 Church Street, Hawthorn Vic 3122
P 9853 3513

M 0412 102 673

E skosa@kosaarchitects.com.au

MACEDON RANGES OFFICE
P.O Box 226, Lancefield, Vic 3435
W www.kosaarchitects.com.au
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DEEP CREEK LANDCARE GROUP

Covering Lancefield — Romsey and Monegeeta Districts

SNOW GUMS

The River Red Gum is a lovely tree, and it might have been
crowned Australia’s favourite native tree recently, but if you
have hiked or skied around places like the Baw Baw Plateau
or Dinner Plain, you will know why I voted for the runner-up,
the Snow Gum. It is a beautiful tree and needs all the friends
it can get.

The Macedon Ranges Shire Council has recently released
a report which assessed the distribution and health of Snow
Gum (Eucalyptus pauciflora ssp. pauciflora) populations
across the Macedon Ranges Shire (mrsc.viv.gov.au/
Biodiversity). “The 2021 assessment surveyed all stands of
Snow Gum known to occur in the Macedon Ranges Shire.
This confirmed that the Macedon Ranges Shire supports
the largest number of individuals and sub-populations
of Snow Gum known to occur outside of the Alps region.

The assessment also found that most populations are in
relatively good health and that adequate natural recruitment
is occurring. Despite these generally positive findings, Snow
Gums are at risk from a range of threatening processes,
including predicted global climate change, and there

are a range of management actions that landowners and
management agencies can adopt to further protect and
enhance regional populations.”

The Snow Gum is one of over 700 Eucalyptus species in
Australia. The species has a wide distribution, ranging from
eastern South Australia, across central and southern Victoria,
central and eastern Tasmania, eastern NSW, extending
north across the New England Tablelands plateau to near
the Queensland border. Given the relatively slow rate of
spread of most eucalyptus species, this very wide distribution
suggests that the species is quite ancient, possibly having
evolved during the series of ice ages that affected Australia
over the last 2.5 million years (the Pleistocene epoch).

In Victoria, there are six separate sub-species of
Eucalyptus pauciflora. Four of these are restricted to higher
altitudes of the eastern highlands where annual snow cover
is a common occurrence, another sub-species is restricted
to Mt William in the Grampians with the remaining sub-
species, Eucalyptus pauciflora ssp. pauciflora the subject
of the MRSC report. This sub-species is not only found at
higher altitudes in eastern Victoria but is scattered across the
lowlands and foothills south and north of the Great Dividing
Range. This includes populations on the inland slopes
north of the Divide near Beechworth, across the Gippsland
Plain, in the Strathbogie, Macedon, Ballarat, Beaufort and
Moriac areas, and extending across south-west Victoria. The
lowland populations extend very close to sea level, with some
populations occurring at less than 50m asl (e.g. Gippsland
and south-west Victoria). The sub-species is known to
hybridise with several other loosely related eucalypt species,
including Broad-leaved Peppermint (Eucalyptus dives),
Narrow-leaved Peppermint (Eucalyptus radiata) and
Gippsland Peppermint (Eucalyptus croajingolensis).

Outside the Alps bioregion, Eucalyptus pauciflora ssp.

4

pauciflora generally occurs in small stands or as scattered
trees. It does not compete well with the taller eucalypts
and prefers a temperate climate, typically growing in areas
with an annual rainfall ranging between 600—1,000mm. In
common with many Victorian gum-barked eucalypts, the
sub-species typically forms extensive hollows with age (e.g.
100 years +) providing valuable nesting habitat and shelter
for various mammals and birds. Trees typically flower from
spring to late summer, producing large quantities of nectar
and pollen-rich flowers that provide food for birds, insects
and mammals.

The Macedon Ranges Shire supports the largest known
concentrations of Snow Gum in central and western Victoria
and the area around Newham represented the largest cluster
in the Shire with large stands also near the summit of Mt
Macedon and Camels Hump.

Most the region’s Snow Gum populations are confined to
roadsides, further highlighting the importance of these areas
for local biodiversity. These populations may be at risk from
damage by cars, machinery and roadworks. These trees may
also be targeted for illegal firewood collection.

Climate change leading to an expected reduction in
rainfall and more extreme weather events, including
extended heat waves and severe wind storms, are likely to
impact the species. However, Snow Gums have smooth bark
and a light canopy and so do not pose a high fire risk unless
located very close to assets.

The report found that in the lowland sites the majority
(77%) of trees were assessed as in ‘good’ or ‘very good’ health.
For the Mt Macedon sites, just over 50% of the trees were
assessed as in ‘very good’ health, with the remaining trees
distributed relatively evenly across the categories of ‘poor’,
‘very poor’ or ‘dead’. Most of the dead trees were on the west
facing slopes near the summit. These dead trees were likely
killed by either the 1983 Ash Wednesday bushfire or drought
conditions that have occurred since.

Regarding landholders the report finds that “Large areas
of the Shire are suitable for planting Snow Gum, particularly
the more fertile paddocks, however Snow Gum will not grow
well in drier habitats near box and stringybark eucalypts, or
on flats that become waterlogged for many months of the
year. Landowners should consult their local Landcare Group
or MRSC to determine if Snow Gums are suitable for their
property.” For landowners fortunate to have Snow Gums
and are interested in protecting them, they could consider
fencing isolated trees or groups of trees off from stock to
encourage natural recruitment.

Deep Creek Landcare Group has nesting boxes for bats,
birds and phascogales for sale from $25. We also have Myna
bird traps to lend out. Annual Landcare membership is
$20 per family. You can catch us at the Lancefield Farmer’s
Market over summer, follow us on Facebook, contact our
President, Phil Severs (0476 324 000) or attend our monthly
meetings in the Lancefield Mechanics Hall.
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LANCEFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL

A BUSY TIM

Term 4 is always such a busy time at Lancefield Primary
with lots planned, especially as we hopefully move into
some better weather. Our Prep, Year 1,2, and 3 students
have already enjoyed a day at Sovereign Hill as part of the
Department of Education initiative “Positive Start”, free
experiences for schools in 2022.

UPCOMING EVENTS -

Years 3,4,5,6 are participating in a day of action at the State
Netball Centre to “Train like a Vixen”.

E

Our 2023 Preps will be beginning transition sessions in
readiness for their first year at school.

Red Day — Day for Daniel will be held at LPS on Friday
28th of October to focus our attention on explicitly teaching
personal safety strategies and the importance of child safety.

LPS always recognise Remembrance Day and will have
representatives from our school attending the local service.

Our volleyball team are participating in the regional
competition in Swan Hill.

Colour Run - raising money for Back Packs for Vic Kids.

Christmas raffle and family picnic evening.
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WHAT A DELUGE

Here are a few photos of our local area taken when it was safe to venture out when the rain finally stopped.
Our rain gauge had to be emptied many times over Wednesday and Thursday in the middle
of October. If the gauge didn’t overflow, and it was
hard to be sure, then we had 151mm of rain in
three days. And it was only seven years ago
that we were worried about our homes
surviving a bushfire in spring.
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WHAT IS 'RRABATA'?




RRBATA is represented on the committee of Tourism
Macedon Ranges Inc (TMR) which advocates for the visitor
economy and its businesses in the Shire. TMR’s Macedon
Ranges Business Breakfast was held at the Macedon Ranges
Hotel and Spa. Several RRBATA member businesses
attended this event, which saw dynamic presenter Simon
Kuestenmacher explain the implications of current data
trends on the region’s businesses and their customers in the
fu