
Minutes 
Council Meeting  
Tuesday 6 June 2023 at 6.00 pm 

Council Chambers (and by video conferencing) 
East Gippsland Shire Council Corporate Centre   

273 Main Street, Bairnsdale 3875 

Councillors Crs Mark Reeves (Mayor), Arthur Allen (Deputy Mayor) 
Sonia Buckley (Online), Tom Crook, Jane Greacen OAM, Trevor Stow, 
Mendy Urie, Kirsten Van Diggele and John White (Online) 

Attachments referenced in these minutes can be located in the meeting agenda on East 
Gippsland Shire Council’s website.  

https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/council/meeting-minutes-and-agendas
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Vision 
 
East Gippsland is an inclusive and innovative community that values our natural 
environment, puts community at the centre of Council decision-making, and creates the 
conditions in which communities can thrive. 
 

Our Strategic Objectives  
 
1. An inclusive and caring community that respects and celebrates diversity.  

 
2. Planning and infrastructure that enriches the environment, lifestyle, and character of our 

communities.  

3. A natural environment that is managed and enhanced. 

4. A thriving and diverse economy that attracts investment and generates inclusive local 
employment. 

5. A transparent organisation that listens and delivers effective, engaging and responsive 
services. 
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1 Procedural 
 
1.1 Recognition of Traditional Custodians 
 
East Gippsland Shire Council acknowledges the Gunaikurnai, Monero and the Bidawel 
people as the Traditional Custodians of this land that encompasses East Gippsland Shire, 
and their enduring relationship with country. The Traditional Custodians have cared and 
nurtured East Gippsland for tens of thousands of years.  
 
Council value their living culture and practices and their right to self-determination. 
Council pays respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people living in East 
Gippsland, their Elders, past, present, and future. 
 
1.2 Apologies 
  
Nil 
 
1.3 Declaration of Conflict of Interest 
 
Nil 
 
1.4 Confirmation of Minutes 
 
Motion 
 
That the minutes of the Council meeting held Tuesday 23 May 2023 be confirmed. 
 
Moved:  Cr Trevor Stow 
Seconded:  Cr Arthur Allen 
 

CARRIED 
       
1.5 Next Meeting 
 
The next Council Meeting is scheduled to be held on Tuesday 27 June 2023 at the 
Corporate Centre, 273 Main Street Bairnsdale commencing at 6.00 pm. 
 
1.6 Requests for Leave of Absence 
 
Nil 
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1.7 Open Forum 
 
At this point in proceedings, Cr Mark Reeves Mayor acknowledged Miss Chili Kavadis and 
Tamenga Waddell from Tambo Upper Primary School who observed the meeting from the 
public gallery as part of their Rotary Junior Community Awards program. To acknowledge 
their participation in this community program, the Mayor presented each participant with a 
Council pin.      
 
1.7.1 Petitions 
 
Nil 
 
1.7.2 Questions of Council 
 
1.7.2.1 Council Flags 
 
Mr Tim Hayward submitted the following question: 
 
“Why do we have an LGBTQIA+ flag flying out the front of our council buildings?” 
 
General Manager Place and Community provided a response which is summerised below: 
 
Council has had and will have from time to time the rainbow flag signifying support for the 
LGBTQAI+ community. Recently this was in support of IDAHOBIT day, which is the 
International Day against homophobia, biphobia, intersex phobia and trans phobia. The flag 
continues to fly as part of Pride Month which is this month. This is consistent with Council’s 
focus on diversity and inclusion as set out in the Council Plan. 
 
1.7.2.2 Draft Rural Land Use Strategy  
 
Ms Tina Jennion submitted the following questions: 
 
Question 1:  “Are these people that own the land west of Bairnsdale, as well as the other 

rezoning areas, aware of your proposed changes? If not, your proposal must 
be halted as those people have to be consulted.” 

 
Question 2: “Are the residents fully informed and aware of this planned rezoning?” 
 
General Manager Place and Community provided a response which is summerised below: 
 
The changes mentioned by Ms Jennion are proposed changes as part of the Draft Rural 
Land Use Strategy, and these include changes to the schedules that were outlined and also 
some changes to the farmland of strategic significance and the buffers proposed around that 
farmland. 
 
Part of the consultation on the most recent draft Rural Land Use Strategy, the landholders 
affected were contacted directly by mail and approximately 170 letters were sent.  
 
Landholders west of Bairnsdale may also be affected by the change to the threshold 
regarding the requirement for a planning permit for a dwelling which applies throughout the 
Farming Zone. 
  
Officers sought to ensure that people were aware of the proposed changes through media, 
for example social media, through the consultation process and through discussions with 
some key interest groups.  
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It is worth noting that the Draft Rural Land Use Strategy proposes these changes. But, the 
adoption of the Draft Rural Land Use Strategy does not make those changes, there is a 
separate planning scheme amendment process with its own public exhibition and 
submission process which will follow that will provide another opportunity for anyone directly 
impacted to raise their concerns. 
 
1.7.2.3 Draft Rural Land Use Strategy  
 
Mrs Sue Moreland asked the following questions: 
 
Question 1:  “How many properties fall into the category of between 40 and 80 hectares, 

and zoned Farming 1, who may be extremely disadvantaged by the proposed 
amendment, restricting the full use of the property they purchased in good 
faith?” 

 
Question 2: “What is the rationale of making this amendment given that the heavily 

promoted Draft housing and settlement Strategy recently discussed, claims to 
want to encourage retention and growth of our rural populations to support 
our rural sector viability?” 

 
General Manager Place and Community provided a response which is summerised below: 
 
Question 1: The existing State Government policy is that the farming zone is agriculture and 
other compatible uses and that dwellings that are not associated with agriculture should be 
discouraged. 
 
The purpose of the draft Rural Land Use Strategy to support the viability of agriculture. 
Where a dwelling is required for agriculture, it will be supported. Currently a permit is 
required for a dwelling on land less than 40 hectares, and it’s proposed to increase that to 80 
hectares. However, a dwelling would still be supported even on land less than this, if it’s 
associated with agriculture. 
 
There is a large number of lots in the farm zone between 40 and 80 hectares, it’s difficult to 
get an accurate number but it is estimated that there are between about 900 and 1,000 lots. 
Many of those lots are managed as part of a larger farming enterprise and are likely to 
continue to be farmed in that way. 
 
More than half of these lots would require a planning permit for a dwelling for other reasons, 
for example; the bushfire management overlay, which applies throughout large parts of East 
Gippsland.  
 
Where a dwelling is proposed for agricultural purposes, it will be supported, and the impact 
is limited to the requirement for a planning permit. The proposed Draft Rural Land Use 
Strategy reinforces the existing position that the farming zone is primarily for farming, and it 
supports commercial farming at whatever scale that occurs. 
 
The draft Rural Land Use Strategy only has legal effect when incorporated in planning 
scheme - such landholders will have a further opportunity to object at that time. 
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Question 2: The purpose of the Draft Rural Land Use Strategy is to support the viability of 
the rural farming sector.  Officers’ intention is to support commercial farming enterprises of 
all sorts in East Gippsland.  Officers understand that the development of dwellings for 
lifestyle purposes, not for commercial farming, in farming areas can have an adverse impact 
on other farming enterprises in the area. Therefore, that is why it’s important to focus on the 
farm zone being primarily for the purpose of farming. 
 
The strategy provides specific policy support for dwellings on smaller lots in the farm zone 
near the smaller and remote towns, for the specific purpose of supporting population 
retention and the viability of those townships over the long term. So, the proposed strategy 
does support population retention and the viability of rural communities. 
 
1.7.2.4 Draft Rural Land Use Strategy  
 
Ms Scarlett O'Hara submitted the following questions: 
 
Question 1: “Is the Draft Rural Land Use Strategy deliberately aligned with the United 

Nations Sustainability Development Goals? If yes, what is the rationale 
behind it?” 

 
Question 2.  “Is the Draft Municipal Health and Wellbeing plan 2021-2025 use strategies 

aligned with the United Nations Sustainability Development Goals and World 
Health Organisation Climate Change Framework? If yes, what is the rationale 
behind it?” 

 
General Manager Place and Community provided a response which is summerised below: 
 
The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals have not been used as the primary 
framework for the development of the Draft Rural Land Use Strategy. However, the Strategy 
is consistent with the goals of sustainable production responding to climate change in 
sustainable communities. 
 
A strategy, such as Draft Rural Land Use Strategy, needs to be developed consistent with 
the Planning Environment Act 1987 in Victoria and the broader planning and policy and 
framework for the State Government and this has been used as the guiding framework for 
the development of the Draft Rural Land Use Strategy. 
 
Question 2:  The framework used to develop the Municipal Public Health and Wellbeing Plan 
is the Victorian Public Health and Wellbeing Act and the Victorian Public Health and 
Wellbeing Plan. While the Draft Municipal Public Health and Wellbeing plan is generally 
consistent with the UN Sustainable Development Goals, they have not been used as the 
framework for development of the plan. 
 
1.7.3 Public Submissions 
 
The following community members spoke on the Draft Rural Land Use Strategy and spoke 
at item 5.1.1.  
 
Mr Trevor Caithness 
Ms Astrid Rose 
Mr Carl Fechner 
Mr Jeanette Wagner 
Mr Ken White 
Mr William (Bill) Perry  
Mr Scott Dizais 
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1.8 Items for noting 
 
Nil 
 
 
2 Notices of Motion 
 
Nil 
 
3 Deferred Business 
 
Nil 
 
 
4 Councillor and Delegate Reports 
 
4.1 Cr Arthur Allen 
 
Cr Allen provided a written report at page 9. 
 
4.2 Cr Trevor Stow 
  
Cr Stow provided a verbal update.  
 
4.3 Cr Tom Crook 
 
Cr Crook provided a verbal update.   
 
4.4 Cr Kirsten Van Diggele 
  
Cr Van Diggele provided a written report at page 9.  
 
4.5 Cr John White 
  
Cr White provided a verbal update.   
 
4.6 Cr Sonia Buckley 
  
Cr Buckley provided a verbal update.   
 
4.7 Cr Mendy Urie 
 
Cr Urie spoke to her written report at page 10.  
 
4.8 Cr Jane Greacen OAM 
 
Cr Greacen OAM spoke to her written report at page 11.  
 
4.9 Cr Mark Reeves 
  
Cr Reeves spoke to his written report at page 11. 
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Councillor Reports 
 
Cr Arthur Allen 
 
24/05/23 - I represented the Shire at the opening of the Vinnies Outreach Centre at Lakes 
Entrance and after at the luncheon in Bairnsdale. Thank you to the St Vinnies volunteers 
who have recognised a need in our community and with the help of a donation of $25,000 
from Brendan Considine of Melbourne has made the Outreach Centre a reality. It is worth 
noting Brendan has no connection with East Gippsland other than being made aware of the 
plight of our homeless and disadvantaged. 
 
24/05/23 - The Mayor, Cr Mendy Urie and I took part in the St Mary's Grade 4 visit to 
Council. We answered questions and explained our role as Councillors in a lively session. 
Well done St Mary's in keeping Civics and Citizenship front and centre. 
 
27/05/23 - I attended the Metung Yacht Club Annual presentation. As usual a great event 
and thank you to the Club for inviting me. In particular I would like to draw attention to the 
Club's Women in Sailing program and the great work they are doing in welcoming women 
into sailing and turning them into very competent sailors. 
 
01/06/23 - The Mayor, Cr Mendy Urie, Cr Jane Greacen OAM and I attended the 
Reconciliation Week Elders Lunch at the Mechanics Hall. What a great day! Well done to 
Bek Pantry and her team for organising the event, special mention for Courtney, a great job 
as MC, well done.  
 
Cr Kirsten Van Diggele  
 
It’s only been two weeks between meetings and during this time, I was wrapping up my final 
days at Uniting. Therefore, I was busy tying up loose ends and unable to attend the 
wonderful events that I was invited to – including the Reconciliation Week events.  
 
I was however able to attend the Council in Community visit to Lakes Entrance and Metung 
on Tuesday, 30 May 2023. I love the Council in Community trips, as it gives Councillors an 
opportunity to see what great work is taking place in the community, meet community 
members in their own environment, and learn about what Council is doing well and where 
we can improve.  
 
I also attended the Planning Consultation Meeting for 105 Mathiesons Road, Eagle Point. 
These meetings are a good chance for Councillors to hear all sides of the arguments 
regarding a planning permit and make an informed decision. Thank you to all those who 
presented. 
 
I am also really grateful to be receiving coaching by Ruth McGowan, alongside other female 
Councillors from across Gippsland. We meet once a month and focus on an array of topics, 
discuss challenges and how to address them, how to approach conversations with Council 
and community, and how to take steps to achieving Council goals. I am really thankful to be 
receiving this coaching, as I have already learnt a lot about how to be a more effective 
Councillor and feel more confident in my role. I wish I had done this training in the first year, 
rather than the third year!  
 
Since I have resigned from my job, I hope to be much more actively involved in Council 
moving forward.  
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Cr Mendy Urie 
 
I would like to report on the following community events which I attended and meetings for 
which I had delegated responsibility since my last report: 
 
25/05/23 - It was wonderful, along with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor, to welcome Grade 4 
students from St Mary’s Primary School into the Council Chambers when they visited 
Council with their teachers. The group were engaged and interested and asked many terrific 
questions about Council and the work Council does. 
 
25/05/23 - Inspire East Gippsland tourism summit, Metung. The announcement of East 
Gippsland being awarded the First-in-Victoria Eco-Destination Status is a welcome boost for 
our current, developing and future tourism businesses. Congratulations to all who worked 
hard to achieve this recognition, including past and current Council Officers. 
 
29/05-30/05/23 - Council in the community, along with other Councillors, over two days, we 
visited many Council projects and facilities, issues yet to be addressed, met with community 
groups, attended Reconciliation Week flag raising in and around Twin Rivers, Lakes 
Entrance, Lake Tyers and Metung. Great to be out and about and appreciated those people 
who came to speak with us, explain their projects and respectfully put their views on a 
variety of subjects. 
 
31/05/23 - I attended the Audit and Risk Committee meeting as a delegated Councillor on 
this important committee. Report of the meeting to be provided by the Mayor to Councillors, 
with agreed items, as per usual practice. 
 
Lantern-making - It was lovely to spend a little time with some of Council Staff at lunch time 
under the encouraging gaze of master-lantern-maker, Tracey Johnson to help make some of 
the beautiful shapes now on display in the Corporate Centre. This is all in preparation for the 
East Gippsland Winter Festival lantern parades. This festival (9 June – 9 July 2023) is 
shaping up to be a wonderful series of spectacular opportunities for people to enjoy, right 
across our Shire. 
 
01/06/23 - It was great to have the opportunity to join many of our esteemed Aboriginal 
Elders at the Elder’s lunch in Lakes Entrance. Along with the Mayor, Chief Executive Officer 
and Councillors Allen and Greacen, we were treated to a lovely event with decorated tables, 
good food, wonderful music, games and some great chats. Thank you to our Staff who 
organised this important event. 
 
02/06/23 - Along with Cr Greacen, I attended Bairnsdale West Primary School Reconciliation 
Day assembly. This school is to be congratulated for the work done towards Reconciliation 
through the teaching of truthful history and the listening to and respecting stories of First 
Nation’s culture. It is the 17th year this event has been run and it is always a delight. This 
year featured the school choir singing a number of songs including Gunaikurnai language, 
as well as some wonderful displays/storyboards which have been created by many of the 
students. For the next three weeks the school will welcome members of community to call 
into the office and be directed to the hall to see the installations (recommended). 
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Cr Jane Greacen OAM 
 
Since last meeting two weeks ago: 
 
Council in the Community highlights for me were the Lakes Entrance Aquadome, 
Johnsonville Hall and site of proposed Men’s Shed, the Slipway in Lakes Entrance, the 
Lakes Entrance Transfer Station, Bullock Island, and the Metung Tennis Courts and Bowls 
Club. The community gathering over lunch at the Metung Church, discussions with individual 
people was really constructive and interesting. 
 
31/05/23 – I attended the Events Masterclass Launch of the Accessible Events Guide. The 
Guide was presented by Bianca Bassett and was very well received.  
 
01/06/23 – Reconciliation Week Elders Lunch at the Lakes Entrance Mechanics Hall. There 
were many Elders present who enjoyed a roast meal and each other’s company as well as 
music from Fonzi and Uncle Tommy. 
 
01/06/23 – Planning Consultation Meeting about La Riva on Mathiesons Road.  
 
02/06/23 - Bairnsdale West Primary School Reconciliation Day Assembly. This event is 
always so inspirational. The children’s choir, the stories told by the teachers and students, 
and the Welcome by Aunty Dottie Moffatt and speech from Aunty Dr Doris Paton. This 
school is teaching the students the real history of Australia. The children are learning 
Gunaikurnai language, and they are learning to appreciate the depth of the culture of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Australia. What a deep rich learning 
environment. 
 
04/06/23 - Arthur Grassby Scholarship event. This was a great RSL event. The student who 
made the speech at Bairnsdale West Primary School is one of the scholarship recipients. He 
will be travelling the Kokoda Trail with about 8 other school students, the Hon Tim Bull, and 
a number of adults, some of whom have done it a number of times before.  
 
Cr Mark Reeves 
 
This last two weeks, these are some of the highlights: 
 
St Mary’s Grade 4 undertook a Civics and Citizenship visit to the Shire chambers. 
 
Tourism Summit at Metung welcomed high profile, national operators to share their 
experiences with more than 100 delegates. 
 
We also accepted the awarding of Eco-Tourism Destination certification at that event. A 
great tribute to the region and which will enhance the destination desirability of the region. 
 
Surf Life Saving Club Lakes Entrance Presentation Night. Many thousands of volunteer 
hours and days were recognised as well as the purposeful, action volunteering opportunity 
SLS provides for young people. 
 
Launch of the Accessible Events Masterclass in Lakes Entrance and Bairnsdale. The events 
team put together a great event focusing on practical methodologies to ensure an event is 
accessible, making them better for communities and more profitable. 
 
Audit and Risk Committee met. It was a very procedural meeting. 
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Tambo Bluff Landcare celebrated 30 Years of tireless re-wilding work. This dedicated group 
have made a huge difference to that amazing area out there on the bluff at Metung. 
Revegetated and rejuvenated gullies and waterways are but a part of the renewal. 
Community mental health and wellbeing appears an even bigger outcome. 
 
Reconciliation Week Elders Lunch. A great gathering at Lakes Entrance.  
 
Councillors undertook a two-day community visit. This took in the areas of Lakes Entrance, 
Twin Rivers and Metung among others. I salute the people at Johnsonville Men’s Shed. 
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5 Officer Reports 
 
5.1 Place and Community 
5.1.1 Draft Rural Land Use Strategy 
 
5.1.1 Draft Rural Land Use Strategy 

 
Authorised by General Manager Place and Community 
 
 
Motion  

 
That this item, 5.1.1 Draft Rural Land Use Strategy be deferred to allow Councillors 
extra time for consideration of issues raised and brought back to the Council meeting 
to be held on Tuesday 25 July 2023. 
 
Moved:  Cr Mendy Urie  
Seconded:  Cr Jane Greacen OAM 
 
Procedural Motion  
 
Cr Kirsten Van Diggele moved that the motion now be put.  
 
Moved:  Cr Kirsten Van Diggele 
Seconded:  Cr Trevor Stow 
 
Procedural Note 
 
The motion was immediately put to the vote without further debate, and the motion was 
carried. 
 
Councillors sought clarification on what motion was being voted on, the substantive motion 
or the procedural motion.   
 
Attendance 
Cr Stow left the Council Chamber at 8.00 pm and returned at 8.04 pm. 
 
Procedural Note 
 
The motion being voted on was confirmed as being the substantive motion as moved by Cr 
Urie and for clarity the motion was put to the vote again. 
 
The motion was carried.  
 
Cr Buckley called for a division.  
 
For: Cr Sonia Buckley, Cr Tom Crook, Cr Jane Greacen OAM, Cr Trevor Stow, Cr Mendy Urie 

and Cr Kirsten Van Diggele 
  

Against:  Cr Arthur Allen and Cr Mark Reeves 
  

 
CARRIED 
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Attendance 
Cr John White left the meeting at 8.03 pm. 
 
5.1.2 Draft Municipal Public Health and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 - Well Placed for Wellbeing 
5.1.2 Draft Municipal Public Health and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 - Well 

Placed for Wellbeing 
 

Authorised by General Manager Place and Community 
 
 
Motion  
  
That Council: 
  
1. receives and notes this report and all attachments pertaining to this report;   

  
2. adopts the draft East Gippsland Shire Municipal Public Health and Wellbeing Plan 

Well Placed for Wellbeing 2021-2025 provided as Attachment 1; and 
  

3. notes that a copy of the East Gippsland Shire Municipal Public Health and 
Wellbeing Plan Well Placed for Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025, as detailed 
in Attachment 1, will be provided to the State Government to meet Council’s 
statutory obligations. 

  
Moved:  Cr Tom Crook 
Seconded:  Cr Jane Greacen OAM 

CARRIED 
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5.2 Business Excellence 
5.2.1 Council Plan Progress Report - Quarter Three 2022-23 
 
5.2.1 Council Plan Progress Report - Quarter Three 2022-23 

 
Authorised by Acting General Manager Business Excellence 
 
 
Motion 
 
That Council receives and notes this report and the Quarter Three 2022-23 Council 
Plan Progress Report as provided at Attachment 1. 
 
Moved:  Cr Mendy Urie 
Seconded:  Cr Kirsten Van Diggele  
 

CARRIED 
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6 Urgent Business 
 
Nil 
 
 
7 Confidential Business 
 
Nil 
 
 
8 Close of Meeting 
 
Cr Mark Reeves declared the Council Meeting closed at 8.35 pm. 
 
 


