
Minutes 
Council Meeting

Tuesday 28 February 2023 at 6:00 pm 

Council Chambers (and by video conferencing) 
East Gippsland Shire Council Corporate Centre   

273 Main Street, Bairnsdale 3875 

Councillors Crs Mark Reeves (Mayor), Arthur Allen (Deputy Mayor), 
Sonia Buckley (Online), Tom Crook, Jane Greacen OAM, Trevor Stow, 
Mendy Urie, Kirsten Van Diggele and John White (Online) 

Attachments referenced in these minutes can be located in the meeting agenda on East 
Gippsland Shire Council’s website.  
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Vision 
 
East Gippsland is an inclusive and innovative community that values our natural 
environment, puts community at the centre of Council decision-making, and creates the 
conditions in which communities can thrive. 
 

Our Strategic Objectives  
 
1. An inclusive and caring community that respects and celebrates diversity.  

 
2. Planning and infrastructure that enriches the environment, lifestyle, and character of our 

communities.  

3. A natural environment that is managed and enhanced. 

4. A thriving and diverse economy that attracts investment and generates inclusive local 
employment. 

5. A transparent organisation that listens and delivers effective, engaging and responsive 
services. 
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1 Procedural 
 
1.1 Recognition of Traditional Custodians 
 
The Mayor, Cr Mark Reeves welcomed all to the Council meeting and acknowledged the 
traditional owners. 
  
East Gippsland Shire Council acknowledges the Gunaikurnai, Monero and the Bidawel 
people as the Traditional Custodians of this land that encompasses East Gippsland 
Shire, and their enduring relationship with country. The Traditional Custodians have cared 
and nurtured East Gippsland for tens of thousands of years. 
  
Council value their living culture and practices and their right to self-determination. Council 
pays respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people living in East Gippsland, their 
Elders, past, present, and future. 
 
1.2 Apologies 
  
Nil 
 
1.3 Declaration of Conflict of Interest 
 
Peter Cannizzaro General Manager Business Excellence declared a conflict of interest in 
item 7.1 Personnel Matter as a material interest due to the matter relating to his employment 
remuneration. 
 
1.4 Confirmation of Minutes 
 
Motion 
 
That the minutes of the Council meeting held Tuesday 7 February 2023 be confirmed. 
 
Moved:  Cr Trevor Stow 
Seconded:  Cr Arthur Allen 

CARRIED 
           

1.5 Next Meeting 
 
The next Council Meeting is scheduled to be held on Tuesday 21 March 2023 at the 
Corporate Centre, 273 Main Street Bairnsdale commencing at 6.00 pm. 
 
1.6 Requests for Leave of Absence 
 
Nil 
 
 
1.7 Open Forum 
 
1.7.1 Petitions 
 
Nil 
 
  



  
 

 
East Gippsland Shire Council - Minutes 
Council Meeting - Tuesday 28 February 2023 

6 of 25 

1.7.2 Questions of Council 
 
1.7.2.1 Slip Road Maritime Precinct Project 
 
Mr Brenton Rule submitted the following questions: 
 
Question 1:  “In relation to the Slip Road Paynesville Development, what went wrong and 

why?” 
 
Question 2:  “Why is it, that so far into the project, this problem has happened and why is it 

that the Shire project management has not been managing this situation to 
avoid a major impost on East Gippsland ratepayers?” 

 
Fiona Weigall General Manager Assets and Environment provided a response which is 
summarised below: 
 
Response to Question 1 
 
There are often a range of changes that need to be made to a project as it transitions from a 
paper-based design to construction, especially in a marine environment. In this case, the 
piling did not perform in the manner expected. Therefore, the contractor demobilised the 
piling so that additional hydrological assessment could be undertaken. It is preferable to 
undertake this assessment on paper rather than trying to problem solve the issue during a 
construction phase.  
  
Response to Question 2 
 
The delays to the Slip Road Maritime Precinct project are primarily the result of piled 
materials not performing in the manner anticipated during design. This has led to the need 
for additional hydrological assessment. With the widespread flooding experienced 
throughout Australia over the past year, the services of Hydrological Engineers are in 
demand, and it therefore took some time to procure the necessary expertise.  
 
By pausing the project early in the construction phase through mutual agreement with the 
local contractor, Council has avoided costly physical re-works and has therefore avoided any 
significant cost increases. The project is being managed within budget, with the majority of 
the budget coming from external sources and not rate funds. Therefore, there is no 
anticipated financial impost on East Gippsland Ratepayers. 
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1.7.2.2 Request to End S173 Agreement AL961631J - 40 Koraleigh View, Nicholson 
 
Mr Gary Smyth asked the following question: 
 
“If the Council elects to cancel the existing agreement, AL961631J as it relates to 40 
Koraleigh View, Nicholson, will the new agreement, (a) Be subject to public consideration 
and (b) Meet the requirements of the current envelopes i.e. 5 m from all boundaries. 
 
Stuart McConnell General Manager Place and Community provided a response which is 
summarised below: 
 
This has been a transparent aspect of the proposal throughout the application process. In 
recommending approval of the proposal to end the agreement, Officers have taken into 
consideration all submissions made and find that it is reasonable for the new wording to be 
approved without modification. 
 
The agreement will not introduce a new building envelope but will allow the responsible 
authority to consider buildings outside of the building envelope. Council Officers, in making 
any recommendations regarding the appropriateness of a request to build outside of the 
envelope, will have due regard for: 
 
• the concerns of the objectors; 
• the site constraints, including site constraints of neighbouring property owners, including 

building envelopes; and 
• the cultural heritage management plan for the parent subdivision, which prompted 

inclusion of building envelopes in the subdivision approval. 
 
 
1.7.3 Public Submissions 
  
Nil 
 
2 Notices of Motion 
 
Nil 
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3 Deferred Business 
3.1 Economic Development Advisory Committee Appointment of Members 
3.1 Economic Development Advisory Committee Appointment of 

Members 
 

Authorised by General Manager Place and Community 
 
 
Motion  
 
That Council: 
  
1. receives and notes this report and all attachments pertaining to this report;  

  
2. approves the draft Economic Development Advisory Committee Charter presented 

in Attachment 2;  
  

3. appoints the applicants listed in confidential Attachment 1 to the Economic 
Development Advisory Committee for an initial period of 2 years; 
  

4. resolves that Confidential Attachment 1 to this report and all discussions relating 
to the attachment remain confidential; and 

  
5. authorises the Mayor or Chief Executive Officer to make a public statement on 

membership of the Economic Development Advisory Committee.  
  
 
Moved:  Cr Jane Greacen OAM 
Seconded:  Cr Arthur Allen 
 

CARRIED 
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4 Councillor and Delegate Reports 
 
4.1 Cr Arthur Allen 
 
Cr Arthur Allen spoke to his written report at page 10.  
 
4.2 Cr Trevor Stow 
 
Cr Trevor Stow provided a verbal update.    
 
4.3 Cr Tom Crook 
 
Cr Tom Crook provided a verbal update.    
 
4.4 Cr Kirsten Van Diggele 
 
Cr Kirsten Van Diggele spoke to her written report at page 11. 
 
4.5 Cr Sonia Buckley 
  
Cr Buckley spoke to her written report at page 11. 
 
4.6 Cr Mendy Urie 
 
Cr Mendy Urie spoke to her written report at page 13.   
 
4.7 Cr Jane Greacen OAM 
 
Cr Jane Greacen OAM spoke to her written report at page 14.  
 
4.8 Cr Mark Reeves 
 
Cr Mark Reeves spoke to his written report at page 15.  
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Councillor Reports 
 
Cr Arthur Allen 
 
The last three weeks have been very busy but the standout events for me were the South 
East Australian Transport Strategy Inc. (SEATS) meeting at Ulladulla and our visit on Friday 
24 February 2023 to Moogji at Orbost.  
 
The SEATS meeting was the first under the new Executive Officer Greg Pullen who has hit 
the ground running. The Thursday evening dinner provided the opportunity to speak with the 
member for Gilmore Fiona Philips about building back better and resilient. While Fiona was 
focused on bridges and infrastructure, I was able to discuss with her the importance of 
maintaining open space along the major arterials so that a repeat of the six-week highway 
closures of 2020 don't reoccur.  
 
Our visit to Moogji on Friday was particularly rewarding, not only to inspect the work in 
progress there but to be able to have informal round table discussions of Moogji’s 
aspirations and the advocacy role council can play.  
 
On Tuesday 20 February 2023, I along with Managers and fellow Councillors were honoured 
to attend the opening of Dahlsen’s Timber and Truss Centre in Forge Creek Road. And what 
a great night it was! It is not often you get to hear bag pipes accompanied by a violin! 
Congratulations John, your investment in Bairnsdale is greatly appreciated and I wish 
Dahlsen’s every success into the future.  
 
I would also like to record sincere condolences to our Mayor Mark Reeves on the sad loss of 
his mother recently, may she rest in peace. 
 
South East Australian Transport Strategy Inc. (SEATS) Delegate Report 
 
This was a very well attended meeting under the new Executive Officer Greg Pullen and was 
much more informative and strategic. It was decided that every second meeting, being May 
and November, will be workshop type meetings, hopefully involving Council staff and 
possibly Strategic Planners. The meetings will be separate for each State so that the time is 
spent specifically on issues important to those State Councils. 
 
At the dinner on Thursday evening, I sat with the member for Gilmore, Fiona Philips and we 
spoke about building back better and resilience. Whilst she was focused on bridges and land 
slips, I raised with her the resurgence of particularly wattles on roadsides and the threat in 
case of fire and of allowing large trees to grow back in these roadside areas that have the 
potential to close highways for extended periods of time as happened in the 19/20 fires. Of 
interest given, in relation to the proposed mines in the Shire, there is a proposal by South 
Gippsland to levy a tonnage-based charge on sand extraction in their Shire. They believe a 
precedent has been set in the Hepburn area where a charge is levied on water from the 
mineral springs with State Government approval. 
 
The next State only meeting will be in May, on a date to be decided. 
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Cr Kirsten Van Diggele 
 
Planning Consultation Meeting 
 
I was able to attend the Greene Street, Bairnsdale Planning Consultation meeting (PCM) on 
the 13 February 2023. This was one of the most informative PCMs I have attended, with the 
speakers being extremely passionate and respectful about getting their points across. I am 
thankful for their time at the PCM and their emails to share their concerns with Councillors 
and look forward to it coming to Council for decision-making. 
  
Paynesville Music Festival 
  
I just want to give a shout out and huge congratulations to the organisers of the Paynesville 
Music Festival. The weekend long event was sponsored by the Paynesville Op Shop, 
Council, East Gippsland Community Foundation and the Paynesville Business and Tourism 
Association. It is wonderful to see my community come alive during these weekends, giving 
a wonderful sense of community and recognising great local talent. I acknowledge that many 
hours of hard work that goes into making this possible, so just want to say thank you to the 
organisers, the musicians and all those that attended. 
  
Disability Advisory Committee 
  
I attended the Disability Advisory Committee (DAC), although I wasn’t able to contribute as 
effectively as I would have liked due to my work. However, Cr Crook was kindly able to chair 
the meeting and I was able to listen to the constructive conversation that was taking place 
within the group. We were joined by Emergency Management Coordinator, Shane Turner, 
who provided an update to the group on the role of Council is emergencies and recovery. 
This was then followed up with a presentation (originally developed by Jodie Simpson) from 
Shane regarding the work taking place in the Children with Additional Needs Working Group 
regarding emergency and natural disaster resources for children while accessing emergency 
relief centres. 
  
There was also a short presentation on the Municipal Health and Wellbeing Plan (MHWP), 
identifying key findings and the possible areas where the DAC can have input and say into 
the MHWP when it comes to providing community feedback. There was consensus that a 
group submission into the feedback page on Facebook. 
  
One frustration that I would like to raise is: the group are still awaiting updates from the 
Council Officers regarding the Jemmy’s Point lookout and shared their frustration with their 
ideas not being taken into consideration.  
 
Cr Sonia Buckley 
 
10/02/23 - I attended a Leadership Conference provided by Municipal Association of Victoria 
(MAV) in Melbourne. A ministerial address was given by The Hon. Melissa Horne, her 
portfolio includes Minister for Local Government, Ports, Freight, Consumer Affairs and 
Gaming and Liquor Regulation.  

ABC Journalist, Rafael Epstein who discussed the changing landscape of politics and the 
media and the importance of listening to local voices and Councillors at the local level can 
build trust.  
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Democracy, Respect and Trust: Ethical Leadership at the local level by Dr Leslie Cannold 
who discussed the importance of acting with integrity and without bias in the public interest 
and the challenges of local governance, impartiality and public trust and the core principles 
of Code of Conducts. There was an interactive Agencies Panel about strengthening the 
integrity of Victorian Local Government which Councillors got to ask questions of the Deputy 
Commissioner, Deputy Ombudsman and Chief Municipal Inspector. It was a great 
discussion that covered topics that are close to my heart which are accountability, 
transparency, and integrity in the Local Government sector.  

I attended a workshop on running the gauntlet of political accountability and good 
governance. I found this a very interesting session that gave me skills of how to identify red 
flags and risks and to deliver our political remit whilst empowering the Council Executive. I 
believe Andrew Douglas the presenter would be a welcomed guest to the East Gippsland 
Shire and urge Councillors to consider a workshop and invite Andrew to speak with us to 
ensure we are shining a magnifying glass on our operations and highlight leadership tools 
and rules to protect Councillors and our Organisation.  

My favourite was the ending to the event which was an interactive ‘bringing your best to the 
leadership legacy’ by Dr Louise Mahler who is a communication and leadership expert. It 
was very engaging and a fun way to end an important learning and networking experience. 

24/02/23 - I attended Rural Councils Victoria meeting. There was a change in office bearer 
positions, and we welcomed Mayor Laura Binks into the Deputy Chair position. Many topics 
were covered, such as economic community growth, rates review, social housing, Councils 
difficulty in delivering Capital Works programs and Health. Strategic Partnerships regarding 
public lands management as priorities in our strategic pillars which is still in its draft form 
soon to be finalised. Political priority issues were cost of living, skills and work force, land 
use and planning and housing affordability. Clear asks have been identified and will be 
presented in meetings with The Hon. Harriet Shing, Minister Melissa Horne, The Hon. Kristy 
McBain MP and The Hon. Catherine King.  

16/02/23 - I attended the Timber Towns Victoria meeting with the next Annual General 
Meeting scheduled for 17 August 2023. Discussion regarding carbon credits and what that 
means for the Native Timber Industry. The Opal closure was discussed and the 250 job 
losses at Maryvale and the transition out of the industry into a transition into the newly 
formed Sustainable Energy Council renewable energy sector and how would that work as it’s 
a completely different skill set. The issue of wood chips now being no longer possible 
because of no supply. The question of no replacement timber supply when the proposed 
closure of the Native Timber Industry to address the shortfall. No plantations have been 
planted. The issue was raised that the timber transition is complex and works on a model of 
a smart specialization system and the difficulties working through the bureaucracy and 
concern was raised of how much money will find its way to the towns and how much is being 
lost in administration.  

I raised the issue of what is happening to the seed growing facility that was first announced 
for Nowa Nowa and then relocated to Bairnsdale. Information is being sought regarding that 
matter. It is an interesting fact that sawmills employ more people than the opal operation 
who a receiving a generous Government financial package, yet haulage contractors are 
being omitted from the transition and many have already left for New South Wales and 
Tasmania. This leaves a huge economic hole for Gippsland and should be a great concern 
for us all.  
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23/02/23 - Further to this meeting I attended another meeting to discuss a media campaign 
to address the loss of jobs, skills leaving the area, no plantations, the effects on haulage, 
harvest, and horticulture. My concerns are the long-term management of public lands and 
the danger of leaving our townships vulnerable to wildfire when our forest contractors are 
gone.  

15/02/23 - Another important meeting was the Stakeholders meeting held in Omeo. Many 
issues were discussed, briefly some of the topics were the opening of the importance of the 
District Support Worker, Helen, who was praised and the concern that when the funding runs 
out who will replace her. A long discussion regarding the Mountain Bike trails opening, the 
formation of a mountain bike club, the issue of ongoing maintenance of the trails and most 
important the need for state government funding for emergency management. The 
connectivity of other adventure activities for tourism and networking possibilities. The need 
for weed spraying and a weed control program was raised. It was highlighted that we only 
received $70,000 weed allocation from the State Government which is dismal and needs to 
be addressed. I raised the issue of the Capital Gains Windfall tax and the impediments that 
would raise for potential developers which is high on the agenda for Rural Councils Victoria. 
The future for the Courts Precinct was discussed and what that would look like. The 
refurbishment of the Community Hub is much anticipated and finally the signage for the 
Omeo Caravan Park was raised.  

Cr Mendy Urie 
 
Firstly, I wanted to state publicly that over the last few months and due to a close family 
member having some health issues, I have needed to consider carefully my day-to-day 
priorities and be absent more than I would have hoped from some Council appointments and 
community visits. This situation is likely to continue for the next four to six months, I expect. I 
have appreciated enormously the support given and offered by the Mayor, my Councillor 
colleagues and the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) in particular. I believe that despite the 
requirement for ongoing flexibility, l can continue to be an effective Councillor and indeed 
wish to continue to participate as much as is possible in Council matters during this time. 
 
Over the last four weeks I have really appreciated the flexibility offered by being able to 
participate remotely in Council meetings and briefings and want to particularly thank our IT 
staff for making all this possible. This capacity was developed during COVID but we continue 
to see benefits that occasional remote participation can offer in other circumstances as well, 
for example; when unwell or to reduce travel time, travel risk, expense and emissions. The 
expertise of our IT staff in setting up the systems and their efficiency and courtesy in trouble-
shooting difficulties which arise during meetings is really impressive, and particularly for me 
currently, it's very much appreciated. CEO, I wonder if you would please pass on my 
particular and sincere thanks to that team. 
 
As one of the Councillor representatives on the Audit and Risk committee, I was able to join 
the meeting on Monday 20 February 2023 from Dover in Tasmania. Of course. as normal 
practice, a report of that meeting will have been presented to the Councillor group in 
briefings today. 
 
Whilst in Tasmania I was able to re-visit Mona (Museum of Old and New Art) . This is a 
favourite go-to place for me and many other people who visit Tasmania. Not just the 
exhibitions which I find sometimes beautiful, sometimes fascinating, sometimes challenging 
but the story of the place, created by David Walsh, the architecture, the spaces, the 
sometimes outrageous events, but the rich addition to the culture and the economy that this 
place has brought. Relevance for East Gippsland: The undoubted importance of 
philanthropy in making a difference.  
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Happily, I also spent two nights in Derby (North East Tasmania), famous of course for its 
world class mountain bike trails and the transformation that this development has brought 
the town and the community. Councillors have had many briefings and discussions about 
our own Omeo mountain bike precinct, however I found it enlightening to see and 
experience some of where the inspiration came from and what economic benefits can follow. 
I was lucky enough to bump into two people who were intimately involved in the Derby 
project (including Glen Jacobs from World Trails) and they both spoke glowingly about the 
East Gippsland delegation and shared some of their key learnings in delivering the project 
(provided below), all of which our Officers and Contractors will be aware of already: 
 
-    once 85 kms of trails are built, people will come and stay for one week (we have 120kms 
planned in stages); 
-    it is important to have airline connections (for Derby it is 1.5 hours from Launceston); 
-    the mix of trails should be 15% Green (easy), 70% Blue (challenging) and 15% Black 
(expert); 
-    maintenance is critical; and 
-    the need to provide activities for all ages and abilities. 
 
In Derby, they have moved from locals being majority visitors to now National and 
International visitors (and they are about to host, again the World Championships). 
 
Cr Jane Greacen OAM 
 
09/02/23 - I attended the Shrine of Remembrance touring exhibition at the Forge Theatre 
and Arts Hub. This is a deeply moving exhibition of art, sculpture, poetry and music. It is 
called “Changed Forever. Legacies of Conflict”. There was an amazing talk about refugees, 
and I will ask the Mayor to mention this, as I could not get there in time for most of the 
speech.  
 
13/02/23 - Planning Consultation Meeting was held about a proposed development by Kmart 
that is causing great concern amongst residents and neighbours of Greene Street, 
Bairnsdale. About 40 people attended and three spoke on their behalf very well. I just wish to 
acknowledge those people for their presentations. I think the process of the Planning 
Consultation Meetings is effective and fair. 
 
17/02/23 - I attended an excellent education program called Trauma Informed Practice, by 
the Blue Knot Foundation. It was not a Council linked event, but I learnt a great deal from it, 
and consider its approach to be applicable to many people in our community who are 
impacted by climate-linked disasters, family violence and long term impacts of poverty, 
mental illness in families etc. In that sense it is very relevant to my work as a Councillor. 
 
18/02/23 - As I was already in Melbourne, I stayed for the St Kilda Festival. I am really keen 
for East Gippsland to have festivals – we have seen how amazing the Winter Festival has 
been for the past two years. I want to see us having Multicultural Festivals and supporting 
our music festivals strongly so that they can grow and become as iconic to East Gippsland 
as the Floating Tin Shed is to Paynesville. The St Kilda Festival is huge and boasts a huge 
stage on the foreshore. The first day was a celebration of First Nations music, culture and 
community, and the second had some of Australia’s biggest names performing. They must 
spend millions on it, and it draws half a million people. We can’t be quite that big, but we can 
do a great deal here. 
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21/02/23 - I attended the new Dahlsens Complex Opening which drew many people from the 
big end of town and put on a great show. The Dahlsen brothers, aged 82 to 95 years old, 
were both there and looking very well. I was really impressed with their mantra of the 
importance of the culture of the organisation – the relationship with employees, customers 
and business partners – and how respect and care creates relationships that enabled them 
to survive Covid and to thrive. The new complex is quite amazing and truly impressive. 
 
24/02/23 - We visited the Moogji Aboriginal Council East Gippsland farm on Bonang road. 
Tammy Bundle, Chief Executive Officer, Nick Martin and Aunty Aileen Blackburn talked with 
us about the plans for the farm. At this stage, they have a thriving nursery where they are 
growing plants for East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority, and also successfully 
growing rare and endangered rain forest plants from seed. Their plans for cultural places for 
the men and the women are evolving beautifully and are already special places. When they 
have finished and their trees and bushes have grown, and the sculptures and other art works 
are embedded in the landscape, it will be a place of very great importance to the community. 
 
They talked about the importance of being included in decision-making that affects them and 
opportunities for work for their people – this applies at all levels of Government. 
 
Cr Mark Reeves 
 
Wunman njinde. 
 
I would like to thank the Deputy Mayor for holding the fort while my family and I went through 
some sorry business over the past couple of weeks.  
 
I’m pleased to report the following items. 
 
Shrine of Remembrance, Changed Forever Project  
 
From 9 February 2023, Council hosted the Shrine of Remembrance touring exhibition, 
‘Changed Forever at the Forge’. It was a good high-profile exhibition for the region to hold. In 
2020, Council received a letter from the Chief Executive Officer of the Shrine of 
Remembrance inviting us to take a touring exhibition titled 'Changed Forever'. Due to the 
COVID 19 pandemic we have had to change the dates several times and delayed the 
exhibition until 2023. This touring exhibition from the Shrine of Remembrance (Melbourne) 
presented stories of migrants from war-torn countries and recent veterans of overseas 
service, reflecting the range and depth of experiences in conflict and life post war. In 
'Changed Forever', stories of migrants who have resettled in Australia from war-torn 
countries were presented beside those of recent veterans of overseas service in the 
Australian Defence Force. This moving exhibition explored the impacts of global and civil 
conflict in changing lives and shaping contemporary Australia.  
 
Exhibition launch 
 
On Thursday 9 February, to coincide with Fred Smith’s concert at the Forge, the Shrine 
agreed to do a floortalk before the official launch and Fred has agreed to speak/play a song 
during the launch proceedings. Fred played several concerts while he was in East 
Gippsland. His books, Dust of Uruzgan and The Sparrows of Kabul were for sale and I 
picked up a copy of each. Dust is an incredible tale of the seemingly forgotten war in 
Afghanistan and Australia’s significant role in both military containment and reconstruction in 
this region of the country. 
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Agriculture Sector Advisory Committee 
 
The Agriculture Sector Advisory Committee met, and I am reminded every time we meet 
what an incredibly knowledgeable group they are who generously contribute their time and 
intellect to us. I learn something, many things, every time we meet. 
 
Audit and Risk Committee 
 
The Audit and Risk committee met and the report is noted elsewhere. There was an election 
of chair (Celeste Gregory) and noting work of outgoing chair, Steven Paterson. We 
welcomed back a returning, new member in Jason Hellyer. Jason’s knowledge, skill and 
experience is very complimentary to the current membership. 
 
One Gippsland 
 
One Gippsland met and I am pleased to have been elected Chair. What a great honour and 
privilege! I am hugely upbeat about this group and in particular the members around that 
table. Other new members include:  

• Cr Nathan Hersey (Deputy Chair) - Mayor, South Gippsland Shire Council; 
• Cr Annemarie McCabe – Mayor, Baw Baw Shire Council; 
• Ms Jan Fitzgerald – Chair, Destination Gippsland; and 
• Mr Paul Buckley – Chair, TAFE Gippsland 

 
With this comes some additional expectations and work for the Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO), but we know Anthony is up to this. Far from being a vehicle to prosecute the views 
and needs of East Gippsland, One Gippsland represents the region from peri-urban 
Melbourne and Phillip Island to Mallacoota. This doesn’t preclude members from advocating 
on their own for Shire-specific needs. We discussed among others the following: 
• One Gippsland Policy – Offshore Renewable Energy; 
• draft One Gippsland Offshore Renewable Energy Position Issues Brief; 
• draft One Gippsland Reply to QUBE Ports; 
• Star of the South Offshore Wind Farm Project (Mr David Morcom – CEO, Wellington 

Shire Council); and 
• renewable energy education and training opportunities (Ms Laura Macpherson – CEO, 

TAFE Gippsland). 
Mr Chris Buckingham - CEO, Latrobe Valley Authority Department of Jobs, Skills, Industry 
and Regions spoke to the Draft Latrobe Valley and Gippsland Transition plan. Much 
discussion ensued following this presentation which focused our collective attention on the 
plan was one for the valley or for the region. There were concerns raised about the title and 
intention of the Draft Plan as a regional representation, or otherwise. Anthony presented a 
Draft One Gippsland Fire Service Levy and preparedness Paper. 
 
Industry updates came from Food & Fibre Gippsland; Destination Gippsland; TAFE 
Gippsland; GLAWAC; and Federation University. Of notes was the significant advocacy 
matrix that Collective Position will populate with meetings so we can be in front of various 
state and federal members over the coming months and while budgets are being prepared in 
Spring Street and Canberra. 
 
Councillors and Officers met with Moogji CEO, Board Chair and members for a tour of the 
site there on Bonang Highway, Orbost. It was a great chance to yarn and have fair and frank 
discussions which were highly valued by all. 
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5 Officer Reports 
 
5.1 Assets and Environment 
5.1.1 CON2023 1503 - Supply of Plant and Equipment for Emergency Response and Recovery Works 
 
5.1.1 CON2023 1503 - Supply of Plant and Equipment for Emergency 

Response and Recovery Works 
 

Authorised by General Manager Assets and Environment 
 
 
Motion  
  
That Council: 
  
1. receives and notes this report and all attachments pertaining to this report; 

  
2. accepts the tenders submitted from the Vendors for Contract CON2023 

1503 Supply of Plant and Equipment and labour for Emergency Response and 
Recovery Works for the Schedule of Rates (ex GST) as detailed in Confidential 
Attachment 1; 

  
3. endorses the establishment of a supplier panel for the supply of plant and 

equipment for emergency response and recovery works, for use of contractors to 
meet the requirement of proposed emergency and / or recovery works based on 
the tendered schedule of rates as detailed in Appendix A of the 
Confidential Attachment 1 for an initial term of three (3) years inclusive of annual 
CPI adjustment with an anticipated commencement date early March 2023 and 
comprising of the following suppliers:  

a. Bairnsdale Road Services Pty Ltd;  
b. Jamie V Ingram Pty Ltd;  
c. Cranes Asphalting & Bitumen Sealing Pty Ltd;  
d. Scroope, Stephen Mark trading as Stephen Scroope;  
e. Middleton Lee Pty Ltd trading as CAL Civil;  
f. Brunts Harvesting Pty Ltd trading as Cann Quarries;  
g. The Trustee for BC Walsh Family Trust trading as Ground Technique;  
h. Whelans Group Investments Pty Ltd;  
i. Paul Volk Contracting Pty Ltd;  
j. LJ & J Holdings Pty Ltd trading as Eastern Vegetation Contracting;  
k. Coyote Contracting Pty Ltd; and  
l. Meluca Group Pty Ltd 

4. authorises the Chief Executive Officer to exercise one extension option of up to 
twenty-four (24) months inclusive of an annual CPI adjustment subject 
to suppliers' satisfactory performance; 
  

5. notes that where possible work will be allocated on best value principles including 
price to contractors in any area, and that acceptance of a successful tender 
submitted to Council does not constitute a guarantee of all or any post-disaster 
recovery works;  
  

6. authorises the Chief Executive Officer or delegate to finalise the terms and to 
sign and seal the contracts in the form proposed; and 
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7. resolves that Confidential Attachment 1 to this report, and all discussions in 
relation to Confidential Attachment 1 remain confidential. 

  
Moved:  Cr Jane Greacen OAM 
Seconded:  Cr Tom Crook 
 

CARRIED 
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Procedural Motion 
 
That item 5.3.1 Request to End S173 Agreement AL961631J - 40 Koraleigh View, 
Nicholson be brought forward and considered before item 5.1.2. 
 
Moved:  Cr Kirsten Van Diggele 
Seconded:  Cr Tom Crook 

 
CARRIED  

             
    2 CON2023 1478 Heritage Listed Hinnomunjie Timber Truss Bridge - Structural Stabilisation 
 
5.3.1 Request to End S173 Agreement AL961631J - 40 Koraleigh View, 

Nicholson 
 

Authorised by General Manager Place and Community 
 
 
Motion  
 
That Council: 
  
1. receives and notes this report and all attachments pertaining to this report;  

  
2. agrees to the ending of Section 173 Agreement AL961631J wholly as it relates to 

Lot 15 on plan of subdivision 722623L at 40 Koraleigh View, Nicholson in 
accordance with Section 178A of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 and 
resolves to issue a Notice of Decision to End an Agreement in accordance with 
S178E(3) of the Planning and Environment Act 1987;  
  

3. notes that the ending of the agreement is subject to a new agreement being 
registered on title before Agreement AL961631J is removed, which 
must implement the building envelope restrictions consistent with the relevant 
cultural heritage management plan; and 

  
4. resolves that all costs of ending the legal agreement are to be borne by the 

landowner. 
 
Moved:  Cr Mendy Urie 
Seconded:  Cr Sonia Buckley 
 

CARRIED 
  



  
 

 
East Gippsland Shire Council - Minutes 
Council Meeting - Tuesday 28 February 2023 

20 of 25 

 
5.1.2 CON2023 1478 Heritage Listed Hinnomunjie Timber Truss Bridge - 

Structural Stabilisation 
 

Authorised by General Manager Assets and Environment 
 
 
Motion  
 
That the report be deferred to a future Council meeting to allow Councillors time to 
further consider the recommendations proposed given the significant financial impost 
that this tender would present Council.  
 
Moved:  Cr Trevor Stow 
Seconded:  Cr Arthur Allen 
 

CARRIED 
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5.2 Business Excellence 
5.2.1 Council Plan Progress Report - Quarter Two 2022-23 
 
5.2.1  Council Plan Progress report – Quarter Two 2022-23 

 
Authorised by General Manager Business Excellence 
 
 
Motion 
 
That Council receives and notes this report and the Quarter 2 2022-23 Council Plan 
Progress Report as provided at Attachment 1. 
 
5.2.2 Councillor Representation Register 
Moved:  Cr Kirsten Van Diggele  
Seconded:  Cr Trevor Stow 
 

CARRIED 
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5.2.2 Councillor Representation Register 
 

Authorised by General Manager Business Excellence 
 
 
Motion 
 
That Council:  
 
1. receives and notes this report and all attachments pertaining to this report;  
 
2. adopts the updated Councillor Representation Register 2020-2024, for internal 

committees and external organisations, as provided at Attachment 1 with the 
following amendments; 

 
a. replace Cr Sonia Buckley as a representative of the Audit and Risk 

Committee with Cr Mendy Urie; 
 

b. change Cr Sonia Buckley from the position of Delegate of Timber Towns 
Victoria to the position of Substitute; and 

 
c. change Cr Tom Crook from the position of Substitute of Timber Towns 

Victoria to the position of Delegate; and 
 

3. authorises the Chief Executive Officer to enact the processes to make the 
necessary changes in recommendation 2.  

 
Moved:  Cr Jane Greacen OAM  
Seconded:  Cr Trevor Stow 

 
 

CARRIED 
Cr Buckley called for a division. 
 
For: Cr Arthur Allen, Cr Tom Crook, Cr Jane Greacen OAM, Cr Mark Reeves,  

Cr Trevor Stow and Cr Mendy Urie  
Against:  Cr Sonia Buckley, Cr Kirsten Van Diggele and Cr John White 
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5.3 Place and Community 
5.3.1 Request to End S173 Agreement AL961631J - 40 Koraleigh View, Nicholson 
 
5.3.1 Request to End S173 Agreement AL961631J - 40 Koraleigh View, 

Nicholson 
 

Authorised by General Manager Place and Community 
 
 
Procedural Note 
 
This item was considered before item 5.1.2. 
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6 Urgent and Other Business 
 
6.1 Bank Closures in Regional Australia 
 
Motion 
 
That Council admit an item of Urgent Business to consider the draft submission on 
the Inquiry into bank closures in regional Australia in line with the provisions outlined 
in the East Gippsland Shire Council Governance Rules, specifically section 7.4 (1) (c). 
 
Moved:  Cr Arthur Allen  
Seconded:  Cr Tom Crook 
 

CARRIED 
 
Motion 
 
The Council: 
 
1. endorse the draft submission on the Inquiry into bank closures in regional 

Australia as presented at attachment 1; 
 
2. authorise the Mayor (as primary speaker and representative), the Chief Executive 

Officer and the General Manager Business Excellence to attend and speak to the 
submission on Thursday 2 March 2023; and 

 
3. provide the submission to the Inquiry into bank closures in regional Australia on 

or before the closing date of 31 March 2023. 
 

Moved:  Cr Arthur Allen  
Seconded:  Cr Mendy Urie 

 
CARRIED 

  



  
 

 
East Gippsland Shire Council - Minutes 
Council Meeting - Tuesday 28 February 2023 

25 of 25 

Motion 
 
That Council resolves to move into confidential business pursuant to section 66(2) of 
the Local Government Act 2020. 
 

Moved:  Cr Arthur Allen  
Seconded:  Cr Trevor Stow 

 
CARRIED 

 
The meeting was closed to the public at 8.04 pm.  
 
Conflict of Interest 
 
Peter Cannizzaro General Manager Business Excellence, having declared a conflict of 
interest to Item 7.1 Personnel Matter, left the Council Chamber at 8.04 pm. 
 
Attendance 
  
All Officers left the Council Chamber at 8.04 pm. 
 
 
7 Confidential Business 
 
Consideration of confidential matters under section 66(2) of the Local Government Act 2020. 
7.1 Personnel Matter 
 
7.1 Personnel Matter 

 
Under section 66(2) of the Local Government Act 2020 a meeting considering confidential 
information may be closed to the public. Pursuant to sections 3(1) and 66(5) of the Local 
Government Act 2020, the information contained in this report is confidential because it 
contains personal information that would, if released, result in the unreasonable disclosure of 
information about personal affairs.  
 
The meeting was re-opened to the public at 8.07 pm. 
 
 
8 Close of Meeting 

 
Cr Mark Reeves declared the Council Meeting closed at 8.08 pm. 
 
 


