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Meet your Place Manager, 
Rebecca Steenholdt

Hello! I am a third generation East 
Gippslander, spending my formative 
years in Sarsfield and Swifts Creek, 
moving back into the area five years 
ago to support family.
I have a strong background in 
operations, events and community 
engagement. My most recent role has 
seen me supporting the Buchan and 
district community on their recovery 
journey with Bushfire Recovery Victoria. 
I have strong beliefs in supporting 
small rural communities to see them 
survive and thrive in the face of natural 
disaster and adversity. I am passionate 
about representing the region to ensure 
that we can promote, celebrate and 
capitalise on opportunities for our 
magnificent Buchan district.
As your Council Place Manager, I 
will continue to work closely with 
the Buchan Gelantipy and Districts 
Renewal Association (BG&DRA) on its 
three recovery priorities, as identified 
by community survey feedback and 
engagement. 
In 2022 we look forward to being able 
to come together and celebrate our 
community groups and the incredible 
strength and resilience of the Buchan 
district. I am truly excited for the 
opportunity to support the Buchan 
and Gelantipy district communities 
as they navigate their recovery and 
strengthen their future.

Community Family Fun Day
BG&DRA invites you to attend the 
2022 Community and Family Fun Day 
on 10 April. BG&DRA was successful 
in receiving financial support through 
Council from the Regional Development 
Victoria Community Events Fund to host 
the event for a second time, providing 
an opportunity for a day of connectivity, 
fun, food and entertainment. 
The BG&DRA annual general meeting 
will precede the event, which will 
include an update on priorities and 
future objectives.
For more information contact your Place 
Manager, or call (03) 5153 9500.

Tourism and streetscape 
information session
A public presentation of the draft 
Tourism Opportunity Plan and the 
Buchan Main Street and Linkages 
Project will be held in the Buchan 
Recreation Reserve Pavilion 30 March 
at 4.00 – 7.00 pm.  
This will be the final community 
engagement for these two important 

community projects. Refreshments will 
be provided.  
For more information or to register 
contact your Place Manager, or call 
(03) 5153 9500.

Wire dump site closure
The Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning (DELWP) and 
Council have made a joint decision to 
close the Buchan wire dump site located 
behind the cemetery / old sawmill on 14 
April 2022. After this date, wire can still 
be disposed of at the transfer station over 
the road, with limited operating hours.

Australian music icon Paul Kelly took to the stage at Buchan’s Stockman’s Camp for a free, 
locals-only Rural Recharge show on  Wednesday 16 March - a night of entertainment to help 

lift community spirits. The event was supported by Council and the Victorian Government.
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Fuel Resilience Project 
BG&DRA was successful in its 
funding application to East Gippsland 
Community Foundation to purchase and 
install a community owned generator 
for the Buchan Valley Roadhouse and 
the installation of a new generator 
for Karoonda Park, providing 24/7 
fuel access for the community during 
emergencies to assist in disaster 
preparedness.

Community Resilience and 
Development Program 
We have completed the following works 
relating to the Community Resilience 
and Development Program within the 
Buchan District. Bushfire Attack Level 
Assessment (BAL) completed and 
results received; electrical switchboard 
upgrade and installation of a transfer 
switch in the Buchan and Wulgulmerang 
halls and Buchan Recreation Reserve. 
Buchan and Wulgulmerang halls have 
had AV equipment installed. Bushfire 
screen works have been completed 
on the Buchan Recreation Reserve and 
Wulgulmerang Hall.
We have collaborated with the 
Department of Jobs Precincts and Roads 
(DJPR) and NBN on the completion of 
37 Strengthening Telecommunications 
Against Natural Disasters (STAND) 
satellite communication systems on 
community facilities, complementing 
the existing eight systems currently 
installed in our LGA. Buchan Recreation 
Reserve is one of the eight. Gelantipy 
CFA and Wulgulmerang Hall now have 
the STAND system installed.
For more information contact your Place
Manager, or project lead Paul Oakes

on (03) 5153 9500.
The work on the above initiatives 
will also assist the efforts currently 
being undertaken by BG&DRA in 
developing a resilience profile and 
disaster preparedness measures for 
future events.
To keep informed of Council’s major 
projects, visit our website.

Black Summer Bushfire Grants 
announced 
Nearly $30 million has been pledged 
to support recovery and resilience 
activities in East Gippsland as part 
of Black Summer Bushfire Recovery 
Grants Program.  
To address a broad range of priority 
community needs, we made several 
applications on behalf of community 
groups or addressing priorities identified 
by communities. 
We recognise the significant efforts of 
many community groups in applying 
for these grants and congratulates 
those who were successful across the 
shire. We were pleased to hear that 
The Buchan Caves Hotel was successful 
in its application for an emergency 
generator. 
We are also aware of the significant 
disappointment for those who were 
unsuccessful in their grant applications. 
We will continue to work closely with 
those communities, to identify and seek 
funding for local recovery priorities 
and be vocal in advocating for funding 
to support resilience and renewal across 
the regions, including for improvements 
at the Buchan Recreation Reserve. Read 
more on our website. 

Grant opportunities
The following grant opportunities are 
currently open to further support your
local recovery:
BRV LER Round 3 
The final round of Local Community 
Projects Grants, funded under the Local 
Economic Recovery (LER) Program, is 
now open. The program closes Monday 
11 April 2022 11.59 pm.   
For more information or to apply, visit 
https://www.vic.gov.au/bushfire-
recovery-local-community-projects-
grants-fund
S t r e n g t h e n i n g  R u r a l 
Communities 
Foundation for Rural & Regional 
Renewal (FRRR) have grant funds of 
up to $25,000 available to not-for-profit 
organisations and community groups 
for projects that support communities 
in remote, rural or regional Australia 
with fewer than 15,000 people. 
This program is always open for 
applications. Round 13 is currently 
open.  For more information or to apply, 
visit https://frrr.org.au/funding/place/
strengthening-rural-communities/

Community Bushfire Recovery 
Grants 
Grants up to $75,000 are available to 
support local projects that strengthen 
community-led recovery. This is the 
second grant round for East Gippsland 
Community Foundation, which formed 
in 2021 to support the region’s long-
term recovery from the 2019-2020 
Victorian bushfires. 
For more information visit www.
givetoeastgippsland.org.au.

Rebecca Steenholdt 
Place Manager -  
Buchan District

(03) 5153 9432 
0499 469 804
RebeccaS@egipps.vic.gov.au

Contact Council
5153 9500
feedback@egipps.vic.gov.au


